
CONNECTIONS
Cyclone

A MAGAZINE FOR ST. ISIDORE CATHOLIC SCHOOL ALUMNI & FRIENDS

IN THIS ISSUE... SIS ALUM TURNS KINDERGARTEN PROJECT INTO LIFE’S WORK…AHERN, SERIO  
RECOGNIZED AS DISTINGUISHED ALUMS AT GALA…CYCLONE SIGHTINGS… 

SPRING/
SUMMER
2015

ALL ALUMNI  
RECEPTION  
BEING PLANNED 
FOR FALL!  

Details are now being  
worked out for an All-Alumni 
Reception this fall on October 
17 in the Ministry Center  
following the Saturday 5:00 
pm Mass. Please pass the  
word, mark your calendar  
and watch for all the details  
in a mailing this summer.   
What a great time to  
re-connect with your  
elementary school alma  
mater, classmates and former 
teachers!  Stay tuned!   
Save the date!
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Many of you receiving this edition of Cyclone 
Connections also received a package in late fall 
introducing our first ever Alumni Appeal.  To the 
several of you who have already responded, our 
heartfelt thanks.  You and all who participated  
will be recognized in our first Annual Report  
and Honor Roll of Donors that will be  
published in late summer after the end  
of the fiscal year June 30.

For those of you who have not yet  
participated, there is still time!  You can  
make a gift to the alumni annual fund anytime, 
of course, but doing so by June 30 will enable you to be part of this 
year’s appeal and name(s) included in the 2014-15 Honor Roll of Donors.  

Funds generated by the Alumni Appeal will be directed any way you wish:
 • Unrestricted, wherever the need is
 • School Improvement Fund
 • Education Endowment
 • General Scholarship Fund
 • 2014-15 identified specifics: Chromebooks/tablets for all children in  
  all grades (we currently share); New Surveillance System;  
  Sports/Outdoor Equipment

Please join your fellow alumni who have already given to the  
Annual Alumni Appeal by returning the reply envelope included  
in this magazine or scanning the QR code at the bottom of this  
article which will bring you to our on-line giving page, by June 30.

May God Bless and have a great summer!
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Our last issue of Cyclone Connections provided a preview of a major construction/re-purposing project undertaken in the 
Chapel Building aimed at providing much needed space for school and parish activities.  Following an ambitious construction 
schedule last summer, it’s now a reality and has proven its worth already during this past school year.

If you had classes in the old rooms adjacent to the chapel, ate lunch or had meetings in the basement of the old layout, you 
won’t believe your eyes!  

Here’s a quick look at some of what’s new thanks to the generosity of parishioners, alumni and friends who donated to  
the Honoring Our Roots, Cultivating Our Future capital campaign that raised the $1.5 million needed to make the  
project a reality.

With the kick-off of the St. Isidore Annual 
Fund program this past fall, school board member 
Jenn McFadden and Development Director Mike 
Yerly offered SIS students a chance to design a 
Thank You note card which will be used to send 
a personalized “thank you” and tax receipt to 
anyone who makes a gift to the school annual 
fund campaign.

Keely was selected from entries school-wide, and 
for her efforts received a Visa Gift card.  Kailee 
Pearson and Monique Broqueza also received gift 
cards for their entries that were selected as finalists.

FIRST ANNUAL ALUMNI APPEAL  
COMING TO A CLOSE JUNE 30: 

Still time to help keep  
“THE SPIRIT AGLOW”  

RE-PURPOSING PROJECT IN CHAPEL 
BUILDING ADDS MUCH NEEDED SPACE!

6TH GRADER KEELY GRAF DESIGNS  
WINNING THANK YOU NOTE TO DONORS

A look at a section of the new library space, former 
site of 4th grade classroom and computer lab.

One of four new meeting rooms for Connect Youth 
Ministries and other Parish ministries’ gatherings.

New pre-school room 

Fr. Jim blesses the new  
computer/technology lab.

Refurbished downstairs where Connect Youth Ministries 
offices and gathering/rec space are now located.
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BIGBIGBIG333
Three major fund raising events annually 
combine to contribute significant funds in  
support of St. Isidore School. And this year was  
no exception, with the “Big 3” netting $78,000  
for the school for 2014-15.  

Thanks to all parents, friends, alumni and  
volunteers who make these events the successes 
they have become!  

Clothing Re-Sale Nets $17,200 for School

What has become not only a St. Isidore but local community  
tradition once again drew huge crowds to the Ministry Center last 
September and this past March, as the semi-annual Children’s Clothing 
& Equipment Resale once again  
surpassed expectations.  More than  
$17,000 was raised by both sales for  
2014-15.  Lisa Conte and Deb Dorman  
co-chaired the event, assisted by their  
committee and a host of parent and  
friends volunteers.   

Rick Ahern, owner of Cassidy Tire & Service, Addison, IL 
and a 1986 graduate of SIS, was named the school’s 2015 
Distinguished Graduate of the Year at a presentation  
ceremony held during the school’s recent Gala/Auction Din-
ner Dance fund raiser held at Klein Creek Golf Club  
in Winfield.

Ahern was selected by faculty and staff after being  
nominated via an on-line process, as part of the  
re-introduction of a program that had lapsed for several  
years where a graduate of the school is recognized as  
Distinguished Graduate of the Year. 

“We wanted to re-introduce this program as an alumni rela-
tions initiative, and decided to identify each year’s award win-
ner from now on through a formal program instituted by the 
National Catholic Education Association (NCEA),” explains 
Mike Yerly, St. Isidore School Director of  Development.  

“The program calls for graduates of a school to be  
nominated, and the nomination to include three  
achievements of the graduate that reflect the characteristics  
of his or her education received in a Catholic elementary 
school.  We also had to state in 25 words or fewer, the  

nominee’s belief in Catholic education.  We feel that Rick 
most certainly filled all these requirements.”
  
Also recognized at the Gala Auction/Dinner Dance was1977 
St. Isidore graduate Gus Serio, West Chicago, who was named 
the school’s first Alumnus of the Year in 2009, a precursor to the 
newly instituted Distinguished Graduate Award. 

Gus is in his 29th year teaching math and computer  
programming at Crystal Lake South High School.  He was 
the Department Chairman for 13 years, and now is the  
Student Council Advisor in addition to teaching. 

Gala/Auction Dinner Dance  
Nets $55,000 

A new venue, on-line silent auction bidding and a 
large crowd all contributed to another successful Gala/
Auction Dinner Dance held this past February.  Klein 
Creek Golf Club in Winfield, IL was the setting for 
all the fun…and funds raised!  Here’s a look at some 
of the activities that helped raise $55,000 in support 
of SIS.  The total net funds raised come from Fund A 
Cause bidding, which is earmarked for Chromebooks 
and tablets for all grades; sales of Grand Raffle tickets; 
the silent and live auctions, and generous sponsorships. 
Randy and Debbie Isoda chaired the massive undertaking, 
working with their hard-working committee.

3-3 Basketball “Shoots” $6,500  
into School Improvement Fund 

The annual event last fall raised just under $6,500 in support  
of the school.  It’s really something to see the church parking lot 
turned into a “field of hoops” with more than 50 teams going at 
it on 12 different courts.  Here’s a look at last fall’s action.  The 
2015 edition is scheduled for Saturday, August 29. Jason Ciolino 
is chairing the tournament for the second consecutive year.

AGAIN RAISE SIGNIFICANT  
FUNDS FOR SCHOOL

Dining…Dancing…Auction Bidding… 

Fun & Funds Raised at this year’s Gala!

Hoops action from last year’s 3-3!

RICK AHERN ’86  
AND GUS SERIO ’77 
Honored as Distinguished  
Alumni of  the Year

Rick Ahern ‘86 was named 2015 
Distinguished Graduate of the Year 
at this year’s Gala, while Gus Serio 
’77 was also recognized as a recipient 
of an earlier version. The Distinguished 
Grad Award will now be an annual 
recognition. Their names are the 
first to be inscribed on a permanent 
plaque displayed at the entrance of 
the school building.
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CYCLONE    sightings
Francis Klein, ’47 is a retired construction electrician and veteran of 
the U.S. Air Force where he served from 1953 – 1957.  He holds the 
honor of being one of the first SIS alums to contribute to the new 
Alumni Annual Appeal launched in late fall.  Francis added that his 
donation is in honor of his teachers, especially his  6th, 7th and 8th 
grade teacher, Sister M. Liliola!

Sr. Claire Vandborg, IBVM, ‘60 is a Sister 
of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in Wheaton, Illinois.  For much of her 
life she has taught in the middle grades in 
Western Springs, Oak Lawn, and Joliet, and 
for the last eleven years she has worked at  Loretto in Wheaton as 
the Province Secretary, Director of Vocation Ministry, and Website 
Coordinator. This past spring, as part of the Joliet Area Vocation 
Association, Sr. Claire had the “delightful opportunity to speak with 
the fifth through eighth grades at St. Isidore’s School about the joy of 
religious life.”

Mrs. Mary Blomquist, mother of SIS grads Jodi, ‘98, John ‘91, 
Edward ‘87 and Eric ’85 was the winner of this year Grand Raffle 

Grand Prize of $15,000 at the Gala Auction 
Dinner Dance!!   Mrs. Blomquist receives her 
Grand Raffle prize from (l-r) Debbie Isoda, 
Gala co-chair; Cyndi Collins, SIS principal; 
and Liz Desarden, Gala Grand Raffle  
Committee Member.

8th Grade Function Circa 1990 – Not quite sure if the picture was 
the Class of 1990’s end of year 8th grade dinner dance, party after 
graduation or confirmation, but Cyclone 
Sightings came across these photos recently.  
On the occasion of their 25th anniversary 
of graduation from St. Isidore, 1990 grads 
looked like they were enjoying the festivities!  
Thanks to Michael Hatt for identifying his 
compadres as Steve Olzcyk, Kari Czernek, 
Kristy Sam, Liz Voller, Melissa Grabowski, 
Brian Mims, John Blomquist and our late  
Sr. Bernadette.  

Erik Sover, ’94  is currently working as Director of Audio Visual 
Division at PACE Systems, Inc. in Naperville, IL specializing in the 
integration of audio visual, network, electrical, security, sound, and 
access control systems on a commercial level.   Spare times include 
home renovation projects, time with family and friends, traveling, 
and golfing.  Erik is married to Kimberly (Gutsmiedl) Sover, and 
they had their first child, Julianne, in  November, 2012. 

Dan Paplaczyk, ’97 has been named head varsity football coach at 
Taft High School in Chicago.  The upcoming season will be Dan’s 
first at the helm, after serving as offensive coordinator for varsity 
football at St. Viator HS the past few seasons.

Sarah Norton ’07 this spring  received her Bachelor’s Degree from 
Xavier University in Cincinnati with a Social Work major and 

minors in Spanish and in Gender & Diversity Studies. She will enter 
the Master’s degree program at Jane Addams College of Social Work 
at UIC this fall. 

Patrick Holman, ’08  was inducted into the University of Missouri 
Rho Phi Lambda national honor society for 2014-2015 with his ma-
jor in Sport Management.  It is based on high academic standards, 
leadership and service to communities.  Patrick has been a Manager 
of the Missouri Mens’ Basketball team for 3 years and served this 
past year as Vice-President of his fraternity, Sigma Phi Epsilon.  

Recent SIS Grads were among St. Francis High School’s 84 soloists 
and 29 ensembles who participated in the IHSA Solo and Ensemble 
contest this spring at Huntley High School.  50 received a superior 
score of “1” (the highest) and 47 received an excellent score of “2”.  
A great number of these were SIS grads:
 Superior Rating, Gold Medal
 Female Voice & Treble Vocal Ensemble Lily Defino ‘11
 Piano Claire Bailie ‘12
 Percussion Ensemble Kieran Schoaf ‘14
 
 Excellent Rating, Silver Medal
 Trombone Ensemble Henry Breyne ‘14
 Trombone Ensemble  Joe Lombardo ‘12
    & Tuba/Euphonium Ensemble    
 
 Treble Ensemble Jenna Jamieson ‘13
 Mixed Percussion Ensemble & Xylophone Kate Rathgeber ‘11
 
 String Bass John Sheehan ‘14
 Male Voice John Brannigan ‘12
 Saxophone Ensemble Carolina Hernandez ‘11

St. Isidore graduates currently attending St. Francis HS were cast in 
St. Francis HS’ Spring Musical, “Kiss Me Kate!” Lily Defino,  ’11,  
Claire Holman,  ’12,  Jack Brannigan,  ’12,  Jenna Jamieson, ’13,  
and John Sheehan, ’14 played key roles in the musical.

Cyclone Sightings is not sure if “Furious Five” is a fitting descrip-
tion for these Class of 2014 SIS alums and St. Francis HS freshmen 
off the court, but they sure must have been on 
the volleyball court recently as they copped first 
place honors in the St. Francis High School 
Freshman Invitational as part of their first sea-
son as a high school athlete.  Congrats to (l-r) 
Alex Szewczyk, Kieran Schoaf, Henry Breyne, 
John Sheehan and Brody Thomason.

St. Isidore alumni now attending St. Francis 
HS were inducted into the National Honor 
Society this spring.  From the SIS Class of 2012: 
Taylor Konchel, ‘12,  Emily Larson, ’12,  and 
Samantha Ray, ’12;  Emma Felty, ’13, and 
Donovan Maloney, 13.  They join members 
Rachel Parisi, ‘11 and Claire Holman, ’12.

Donovan and Emma pictured at left

Congrats to SIS Class of 2011 grads who recently 
graduated from St. Francis HS as part of its Class of 2015.  Here 
they are and the colleges they are attending in the fall:
 
Christopher Chacko- Michigan State University, Lily Defino- 
Loyola, University of Chicago, AJ Fernandez- Marquette Universi-
ty, Alisa Lerario- Loyola University of Chicago, Cameron Mascari- 
University of Nebraska, Jonathan Messa- St. Francis University, 
Pennsylvania, Rachel Parisi- University of Michigan, Justeen Read- 
Michigan State University, Kyra Stompanato- Georgia Tech  
University, Isabella Thomason- University of Missouri.

Two of our Isidore grads were named in the Top Ten in the SFHS 
class as well.  Congrats to Rachel Parisi and Kyra Stompanato!  
Other awards included Rachel’s (AP Scholar, National Merit 
Commended and Graduate with Honors with Distinction) and 
Kyra’s (Graduate with High Honors and Kane County Chronicle 
Achievement Program).  AJ Fernandez was recognized with the US 
Army ROTC Scholarship.

When Alison Theobald, class of 2002, was in Kindergarten, her then 
teacher and current SIS 5th grade teacher Mrs. Karen Yerly, did a lesson 
where the kids were learning about Beluga whales, and the class made 
their own Belugas using balloons.   As it turns out, Alison still has hers 
all these years later.  It must have been a hint at her future.

Today, Alison works at Brookfield Zoo’s famous Seven Seas where she is 
caring for and training bottlenose dolphins, seals and sea lions – pinnipeds 
by category – where she has worked after interning at Chicago’s Shedd 
Aquarium, since November, 2013.

Cyclone Connections thought it would be interesting for her fellow classmates, 
alumni and friends to read about this unique career and young lady.

“It probably started intriguing me in elementary school, but really 
took off in high school when I started volunteering here at Brookfield 
Zoo,” Alison explains when asked how and when her interest in 
marine mammals first surfaced.  “I continued volunteering and 
interning during my college years at the University of Illinois, but 
understood it was and is a tough field to get into.

“But I made some contacts through my volunteering, and after 
college I did an internship through a volunteer program, through 
which I made some additional connections on the education side of 
the zoo; then received an internship at Chicago’s Shedd Aquarium 
working with marine mammals.  That’s how I really got started in 
the field.”

A Day in the Life of Alison

Typically starting at 5:30 a.m. with fish prep (she and her colleagues 
literally have to inspect every piece of fish used to feed the marine 
mammals for quality), she says that there is a lot of cleaning to be 
done as well.  

While there is a life support system that filters the water, she has 
to dive to scrub algae from time to time, then typically is involved 
with the actual feeding of the dolphins and the other pinnipeds (sea 
lions, seals) which takes a fair amount of her time.  “Not all fun and 
games,” she says.

“I really enjoy getting involved in our behavioral enrichment pro
gram,” she adds, “which is geared toward enriching our animals’ lives 
– literally!”  She says that at the Zoo they have an entire room full of 
toys which the dolphins play with (she says the dolphin’s favorite toy 

is a basketball or volleyball which they take to the bottom of 
the pool, drive it up to the surface, etc.).  Her job is to monitor the 
activity and toys themselves, and think of new toys for the dolphins 
in order to keep them active and creative.

Alison says at the time of our talk, that the Zoo has a healthy baby 
dolphin calf which was born in December.  It is interesting to note 
that there is a high infant mortality rate with dolphins, especially 
within the first 30 days of birth.  In the wild there are several reasons 
for the high mortality rate, but even within the confines of zoos and 
aquariums, inexperienced mothers and problems getting babies to 
nurse are the leading causes of trouble.

Alison says that including the new calf, there are eight dolphins cur-
rently living at Brookfield Zoo.    

Earning Your…Fins?

As a younger staff member at Brookfield, Alison has had to and  
continues to earn and gain more and more responsibility as time 
(continued on page 11)

DOLPHINS AND SEALS AND SEA LIONS...

OH MY!!

Receiving a kiss from 
Mona; Alison in  
water with Chinook;  
Asking for a “wave” 
from Boone. 
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THE WAY IT IS AT SIS...
IN REVIEW

As another school year at SIS comes to a close, we thought 
we’d give you a quick peek at many of the hundreds of  
activities that went on at SIS during 2014-15.  For alumni, 
remember some of these during your SIS days?

YEAR
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Mrs. Neal 
AMONG THOUSANDS FOR  
APRIL AUDIENCE  
WITH POPE FRANCIS

Mrs. Mary Ellen Neal, who retired last spring after 14 years 
teaching at SIS, recently fulfilled a long-time retirement dream  
of a trip to Rome and audience with the Pope.  Her dream trip 
became a reality just this past April, and in the following  
account, Mrs. Neal details her “truly joyful and spiritual  
experience.” 

 “Our tour group (English speaking) met at 7:30 am at a 
designated spot in St. Peter’s Square and were given audio 
headsets whereby our guide gave us a brief history of the 
papacy and the eventual creation of the state of Vatican City, 
which is guaranteed full and independent sovereignty to the 
Holy See.  Around 10:00 am Pope Francis emerged from 
the basilica in the Pope mobile and motored throughout the 
crowd of people, flanked by Swiss guards and personal body 
guards.  I happened to be lucky enough to have a seat near 
the guard rail within 4’ of Pope Francis when he rode by.  
This particular day he stopped to kiss babies and shake the 
hands of young children.  After the Pope’s ride through the 
crowd, he returns to the steps of the Basilica and sits upon a 
Bishop’s throne with various Cardinals under a large white 
canopy.  The countries represented and groups in attendance 
are announced.  There are Jumbotron TVs so everyone can 
see Pope Francis clearly as he speaks, and to chronicle the 
crowds’ reaction throughout his message.

“The April 8, 2015 message was:  ‘Children are never a mis-
take, and all adults must be responsible.’  He stated that chil-
dren are the greatest blessing God has bestowed upon men 
and women.  He noted that the suffering of some children 
is due to certain social situations, family crisis, or inhumane 
living conditions.  In closing, he stated: ‘Brothers and sisters, 
think carefully: You don’t mess with the lives of children.’
  
“After the weekly message there was a short prayer service 
and the crowd was asked to join Pope Francis in singing the 
“Our Father” in Latin, which was printed on the back of the 
audience ticket.  At the conclusion of the audience, there is a 
general apostolic blessing of the crowd and a blessing of any 
religious articles you had brought with you.  The actual audi-
ence time is about 90 minutes.  My time from beginning to 
end was about 4 hours.

“The only way to describe this experience is pure excitement.  
As soon as Pope Francis emerged on the Pope mobile, the 
crowd begins to shout:  ‘Papa Francesco.’  At first he appears 
as a small white dot in a huge crowd, waving happily to the 
crowd, and then as he moved from one side of the square to 
where I was seated, I was able to get a picture of Pope Francis 
as he passed by.

“It was an experience of a lifetime being able to hear Pope 
Francis speak.  His voice is gentle, loving, and kind especially 
speaking about children.  (Dolphins and Seals...cont. from page 7)

goes on. For instance, it took several months for Alison to be able 
to feed a dolphin on her own. She was able to assist with feeding 
and other care functions, and after some time, was given a goal 
which meant she was given an animal to focus on, learn its entire 
history, start to build a relationship with it, and then gain levels of 
things she could do with the dolphin based on how her relationship 
with it was building.

Currently, Alison has progressed to be able to feed, maintain train 
behaviors, and  work with six of the eight dolphins at Brookfield 
Zoo, while she continues in the behavioral enrichment program 
and other functions with all the animals.  

So how do you know if a dolphin likes you? “There are so many 
ways,” she says. “The way they play with you, allow you to provide 
some basic medical care (husbandry) like drawing blood, ‘talking’ to 
you, their energy levels when they are around you and things of  
that nature.” 

Of all the “cool” experiences she’s had during her early days of her 
unique career, which would she describe as “best?”

“One calf named Magic became the nation’s only successfully 
hand-reared calf at a zoo,” Alison recalls, “and I was a part of that.  
“Magic’s mother Spree was an inexperienced mother, and she did 
not display proper maternal care. Therefore, our staff stepped 
in and provided him with all of the essential and social care that 
he needed. We spent 24 hours a day in the pool with him for 6 
months.” 

There is also a strong emotional side of the job for Alison and her 
co-workers as well.  Mother dolphins in labor, sea lions that are 

susceptible to eye issues and blindness, calves that are rejected by 
their mothers, aging animals – because of the relationships she has 
built with “her” animals.

And luckily, when asked if she has had any “close,” or scary  
moments, she said no.  “These are 600 lb. animals so we take  
necessary precautions but thankfully I have not yet had any issues.”

The future for Alison?  Looking very bright, with her near-term 
aspiration being to acquire a full time training position with marine 
mammals at a facility like Brookfield or Shedd (she is currently 
still a seasonal employee at the zoo).  “I’m intrigued by the various 
aspects of training a marine mammal,” she says.  “It’s not just  
training them to play for presentations to visitors to zoos or  
 aquariums.  Through training we can manage them, separate them 
into different groups, make it easier to provide them healthcare.

“That’s where I would like to stay, in training.  Ultimately I want 
to stay with an organization like a zoo because of the research that 
is done at such facilities, and promote conservation which will have 
positive impacts on ocean marine mammals in the wild as well.”

“This was truly a joyful and spiritual  
experience for me.  I thank all the St Isidore 
families and friends who helped make  
this trip a reality”.
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Mrs. Neal was seated very near where the Pope  
passed by during her Papal audience.

“Ultimately I want to...promote  
conservation which will have positive 
impacts on ocean marine mammals  
in the wild...”
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To Parents/Friends of St Isidore Alumni:

If yours is no longer the permanent address of your son or daughter, please forward this issue along to him or her and advise us 
as to their current address by emailing the Development Office at mikeyerly@saintisidoreschool.org.  An alumni update form 
can also be found on school web site under the Alumni/Seeking Cyclones tab.

Recent graduates will not be solicited for any fund raising and no alumni information will be used for any other purpose than 
St. Isidore School alumni relations and communications.

Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that a new-look website was launched for both St. 
Isidore School and Parish this past February!  You can gain access to the new school 
site by either going to www.stisidoreparishschool.org or through the parish site at 
www.stisidoreparish.org and clicking on the School tab.  A more modern look, 
simpler and more interactive navigation and a host of new menus, pages, sub-pages 
and e-forms are included to  
give alumni, friends, parents, 
prospective students/parents 
and benefactors a better look 
inside SIS and all of our  
goings on, and easier access 
to important information.  
Take a look!

New Website 
Features More 
Modern Look, 
Navigation 


