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Project  17

Innovative summer challenges for advanced learners!

Artist’s Studio
Fashion Design Studio: Designing Disney
Chemistry for Life
Computer Animation 
Computer Graphic Design
Contemporary Theater
Energy Waves and Information Transfer
Geometry, Art, and Architecture
Historic Games of Strategy and Diplomacy
Improv and Sketch Comedy

OpenBuilds: (3 separate classes)
   - 3D Printer
   - CNC Machine
   - Laser Cutter
Philosophy
Space Systems Exploration
STEM with SteAm: Rube’s Adventure
Survive Zombies and Other Emergencies
The Write Stuff 
Web Design
World War II: Midway, Guadalcanal and 
   North Africa

Ingenuity. Inspiration. Imagination. Innovation. 

Joan Franklin Smutny, Founder and Director

The Center for Gifted is a not-for-profit organization under IRC Section 501(c)(3)

July 17 - August 4 for students entering grades 6-12

Apply online at www.centerforgifted.org

Full Day (9:00-3:00), 
AM (9:00-11:40), and
PM (12:20-3:00)
options

FREE
transportation 
(from select locations)

New for 2017!
Cafeteria food service 

Accomodations for
visiting students and 
families 

at Elmhurst College, 190 Prospect Ave,  Elmhurst



Project ’17 is designed for bright middle and high school students who 
seek dynamic opportunities to explore diverse subjects in a challenging, 
creative environment. The three-week program evidences intellectual, 
artistic, and scientific activities that elicit new productivity and expand 
intellectual and inventive horizons. Problem solving, creativity, critical 
thinking, and innovation are inherent in all courses. Active, hands-on 
participation and discovering new ideas and their application comprise 
a framework for classes, taught by teachers outstanding in their areas 
of communication.

Classes and Workshops
Mornings (9:00-11:40) and afternoons (12:20-3:00) each consist of either 
two 75-minute classes or a single workshop. Students attending the full 
day will take either four classes, two classes and one workshop, or two 
workshops. 

Frick Center Café
Lunch will be in the Frick Center Café. Students may either purchase or 
bring their lunches the first two weeks; the third week the students will 
need to bring their lunches as the kitchen will be closed. For the first two 
weeks, July 17-28, lunch may be purchased on a daily basis ($10.45), or 
prepaid for the ten days ($104.50), and includes salad, soup, one entrée 
with sides, dessert, and fountain drink. Students may select from various 
stations in the Café: Market Carvery, Eat Learn Live, Down to Earth Salad 
Bar, Nature’s Colors Fresh Fruit, Au Bon Pain Soups, Take It All In Deli, 
Dessert Bar, and Treat Your Self Bakery.

Application
Applications are accepted online via 
our website, or by mail, email, fax 
(847-901-0179) or in person. A $150 
deposit is required with application 
and will be applied to tuition. All pay-
ments are fully refundable for with-
drawals requested by July 17.

All applications have a $4 processing 
fee, and some science courses require 
lab fees. (see course descriptions)

Financial assistance is available. In 
addition, you may ask your local 
businesses and philanthropic groups 
for scholarships.

Housing
For affordable accommodations/
housing and attraction rates for 
groups and families, please contact 
Miriam Blumenthal of the DuPage 
County Convention & Visitors Bureau 
(miriam@discoverdupage.com).

Transportation
Free transportation is provided from a number of locations in the city and suburbs. Buses are scheduled to arrive at 
Elmhurst College around 8:45 a.m. and to depart at 3:15 p.m. 

     Bus routes may be modified as needed to best serve our families.

Metra 
Elmhurst College is a two block walk from the Elmhurst Metra Station. It is on the Union Pacific West Line with service west to 
Villa Park, Lombard, Glen Ellyn, College Ave., Wheaton, Winfield, West Chicago, Geneva, La Fox, and Elburn, and with service 
east to Berkeley, Bellwood, Melrose Park, Maywood, River Forest, Oak Park, Kedzie, and Ogilvie Transportation Center.

Vernon Hills and Lincolnshire/Buffalo Grove
Aspen Drive Library, Vernon Hills  7:45 a.m.   4:15 p.m.
Vernon Area Public Library, Lincolnshire  8:00 a.m.  4:00 p.m.

Barrington, Palatine, and Arlington Heights
Barrington Area Library  7:45 a.m.  4:15 p.m.
Palatine Public Library  8:00 a.m.  4:00 p.m.
Arlington Heights Memorial Library  8:10 a.m.  3:40 p.m.

Skokie and Park Ridge
Skokie Public Library  8:00 a.m.  4:00 p.m.
Park Ridge Public Library  8:15 a.m.  3:40 p.m.

Naperville, Downers Grove, and Hinsdale
Nichols Library, Naperville  7:45 a.m.  4:15 p.m.
Downers Grove Public Library  8:10 a.m.  3:50 p.m.
Hinsdale Public Library  8:25 a.m.  3:35 p.m.

Orland Park
Orland Park Public Library  8:00 a.m.  4:00 p.m.

Chicago
Museum of Science and Industry  7:30 a.m.  4:30 p.m.
Harold Washington Library  7:50 a.m.  4:10 p.m.
Chopin School  8:10 a.m.  3:50 p.m.
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Project  17 Elmhurst College
190 Prospect Ave, Elmhurst

Tuition:
Full Day (9:00-3:00): $1245
AM (9:00-11:40) 
or PM (12:20-3:00): $670 



Chemistry for Life: Explore the essentials of 
chemistry through hands-on experimentation! 
Investigate solutions, solvents, products, and 
reactants. Create chemical reactions. Investi-
gate states of matter, atoms, molecules, and 
the Periodic Table. Observe radioactive parti-
cles in a cloud chamber and identify elements 
through flame testing. Gain insights into how 
our understanding of chemistry created the 
modern world. Cutting edge experimentation is 
encouraged, but blowing up the lab is strictly 
forbidden! ($10 lab fee) Michael Gorelick

Computer Animation: Explore Adobe Creative 
Suite as you manipulate images, create vector 
drawings, and develop Flash animations with 
the guidance of a professional graphic artist 
and web designer. Artyzen Pak

Computer Graphic Design: Blend technolo-
gy and art while exploring the field of graphic 
design with a professional graphic artist and 
web designer. Use GIMP2 to design and create 
projects, such as comic strips, posters, logos, 
book covers, and cards.  Artyzen Pak

Contemporary Theater: Is the stage calling 
your name? Work with a professional play-
wright, actor, and director. Collaborate with your 
peers in the performance, direction, and design 
of a dramatic production. Present your produc-
tion before a live audience on the final evening! 
Matt Rieger

Energy Waves and Information Transfer: Do 
you know how to build circuits? Use resistors 
and capacitors? Design, build, and test proto-
types of technological systems that use elec-
tricity and waves to communicate information. 
Investigate how electricity works with various 
biological systems; then design an adaptive 
technology allowing people to operate a touch 
screen. Sara Tsioles

Geometry, Art, and Architecture: Explore 
2D and 3D design using a variety of materials. 
Consider recent architectural achievements in 
Chicago. Study the work of such innovators 
as architect Frank Lloyd Wright and artist M.C. 
Escher. Develop an understanding of geometric 
principles underlying architectural structure and 
artistic design as you create your own 2D and 
3D designs and structures. Carol Fisher

Improv and Sketch Comedy: Examine impro-
visation as an art form and as a means to create 
material for performance as you work with a 
professional playwright, actor, and director. 
Engage in a series of improvisational games 
and activities that will help hone your skills. The 
course will culminate in a performance that will 
combine sketches created and developed by 
the students with improvised pieces that will be 
created on the spot. Matt Rieger

Classes
Artist’s Studio: Find your personal artistic 
style with the mentoring of a professional artist! 
Explore a variety of media while experimenting 
with a range of artistic styles and techniques. 
Create complex and creative works of art using 
inspiration from art history and life. Create a 
collection of work while developing your individ-
ual artistic skills and finding your own personal 
style and artistic preference. Christie White

Fashion Design Studio: Designing Disney: 
Under the guidance of a professional costume 
designer, create your own signature look, either 
as a tribute to an existing character or veering 
off on your own. The iconic looks of the Disney 
Universe are timeless, inventive, and always 
inspiring. Whether it’s Ariel’s fins, Darth Vader’s 
mask, or Captain America’s shield, every 
character is notable because of its signature 
costume. (Sewing experience helps, but is not 
necessary to join this fun workshop!) (AM only) 
Jamie Kendall

Historic Games of Strategy and Diplomacy: 
Re-enact history through games of strategy! 
Choose from games covering a variety of time 
periods and locations. Expand empires through 
4000 years of History of the World, smite thine 
enemies in Ancient Conquest, invade Britannia, 
crown your pretender in Kingmaker, colonize 
exotic lands during the Age of Imperialism, lay 
iron track across the prairie in Empire Builder, 
make the world safe for democracy in Diplo-
macy, and fight World War II in Axis and Allies. 
Christopher Freeman and Dale Ridder

STEM with SteAm: Rube’s Adventure: Hone 
your “out-of-the-box” problem solving instincts 
by developing complicated solutions to simple 
tasks! Engineer and construct contraptions 
electrical and mechanical that defy logic, evade 
explanation, and stretch your creativity beyond 
known limits! (Previous experience with the use 
of basic tools is helpful but not essential).
($20 lab fee) Michael Gorelick

World War II: Midway, Guadalcanal, and 
North Africa: The Allies strike back with the 
Doolittle Raid, the Battle of Midway, the oc-
cupation of Guadalcanal, and the invasion of 
North Africa. The class will include actual war 
stories, military film footage, and a large map 
of the world on which the major decisions of 
the war will be re-enacted by moving pieces 
on the map accordingly. Christopher Freeman 
and Dale Ridder

Workshops
OpenBuilds: Using open source building plans 
and open source software, teams will build and 
program the machine of their choice. (Choose 
from three separate classes) Brian Cann

 • 3D Printer
 • CNC Machine
 • Laser Cutter

Philosophy: As Descartes said, “I think, 
therefore I am.” Do you want to learn about 
truth, existence, and much more?  Learn from 
an attorney the fundamental building blocks 
of thought that are integral to science, law, 
ethics, and many other disciplines. As we cover 
“Philosophy's Greatest Hits,” we will discuss 
fundamental philosophical concepts and how 
they apply to modern life. How does philosophy 
help us understand who we are and what we 
think about? Are we really as logical as we think 
we are? Janette Forman

Space Systems Exploration: Do you ever 
wonder why seasons, gravity, and moons affect 
our earth? Do you want to learn about the solar 
system and how it interacts? Design human 
habitations for Mars by analyzing planetary 
conditions, developing design criteria, planning 
and modeling design solutions, and evaluating 
competing designs. Sara Tsioles

Survive Zombies and Other Emergencies: 
Learn what to do and how to be prepared for 
many types of disasters and emergencies, 
including zombies! Do you know what to do if 
trapped in an underwater car, stranded without 
heat in the winter, or bitten by a wild animal? 
Where is safest in an earthquake? Can you 
escape from duct tape?  How many types of 
zombies are there? Janette Forman

The Write Stuff: Advance and enhance your 
creativity and imagination through writing free 
verse, biographical fiction, historical fiction, 
fractured fairy tales, fantasy, and stories. Study 
creative writing with published author and 
Director of the Center for Gifted, Joan Smutny. 
Be published in the Project creative writing 
magazine! (AM only) Joan Franklin Smutny 
and Gail Arnold

Web Design: Work with a professional web 
designer to create dynamic websites using 
Notepad++, GIMP2, and Bracket Website 
Editor. Integrate Flash animations. Deploy 
your creativity to the web! Artyzen Pak

Tinker-a-Thon!
at Elmhurst College

for students entering grades 1-5

see our website for details
Runs concurrently with Project  17
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1926 Waukegan Rd., Suite 2
Glenview, IL. 60025 ‘

Project  17

Ingenuity. Inspiration. Imagination. Innovation.


