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Alumni gifts, Fund-A-Cause Help  
Make New Playground a Reality! 
Fr. Jim gave the blessing, Mrs. Collins gave 
the word and the kids took care of the rest 
during the blessing and dedication of the new 
playground in August. Two years of dedicated 
fundraising and hard work on the part of many 
parents, alumni, board members, school and 
parish staff and friends made it a reality.

A group of 24 parents and staff put the finishing 
touches to the installation of the new  
playground equipment a couple days before, 
the culmination of a two year, near $50,000 
fundraising effort.

It was a tired and somewhat emotional Principal  
Cyndi Collins who said as the installation 
wrapped up: “I did find myself fighting tears  
at one point…thinking of how this was just a 
dream two years ago, and now after lots of  
fundraising, planning and two days of really  
hard work, it’s a reality.  It really speaks to ‘it 
takes a village’.”   

Alumni gifts to the 2017-18 annual fund were 
earmarked to the playground project, and  
those grads who made a gift are listed in their 
respective giving society on pages 4-5, with 
Fund-A-Cause donors recognized on page 5.

A special thanks goes out to Jeff and Marcia 
Hagan who spearheaded the August weekend 
installation, along with a dedicated group of 
hardworking parents, school board and staff 
members.

These pictures say it all!
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   It is such a pleasure to share 
the special things that are hap-
pening at St. Isidore School in 
our annual report to you.  Your 
donations help to make so many 
of these things possible!  Your 
generosity is overwhelming and 
I thank you from the bottom of 
my heart on behalf of the entire 
staff and student body.   

  Throughout the year we share 
many of the classroom activities and school events with you as 
our way to keep you connected to SIS.  So let me share with you 
a few more things that go above and beyond the classrooms at St. 
Isidore.  Here are just a few of the many special recent things that 
make our school so special:

 • Our Playground Build was a huge success!  We have a   
  beautiful new playground that the students enjoy several  
  times each day.  Thanks to all of your donations and the  
  dedicated parents who helped on Playground Build Day,  
  the SIS students have a beautiful new playground to enjoy  
  for years to come!  

 • Our first annual STREAM Event was a major success!  
  Every student in the school created and displayed their  
  STREAM Project proudly last spring.  

 • IOWA Test scores remain high and at or above the 
  Diocesan average

 • More new IPads were purchased and added to the 
  technology we offer to our students.  The Chromebooks, 
  Tablets and IPads are in constant use throughout the 
  building.  I am always amazed at the creativity that  
  students and teachers display while using the various  
  technologies throughout the building.  

 • Service Projects are gearing up for the ’18-’19 school year.  
  1st grade has already collected more “pop tops” than ever  

  before for Ronald McDonald Charities. Our 8th graders  
  just completed a Day of Service going out into the  
  community at a local Assisted Living Center, Humanitarian  
  Service Project and Food Pantry. And 8th grade is again  
  heading up the “Socktober” collection of socks for the   
  homeless.  

 • 8th Grade Dali Paladino was named the St. Isidore 
  Character Counts winner in a ceremony at the 
  Bloomingdale Town Square in early October.  

 • SIS will again participate in the Diocesan Devotional   
  Project for the ’18-’19 school year.  Two 8th grade students  
  were trained by Catholic Schools Superintendent Father  
  Belmonte and are training their fellow 8th graders.  These  
  students will then teach the younger students about our  
  Catholic traditions of music, liturgy and liturgical chants.  

 • The Faith in Action Leadership Team is meeting weekly  
  and planning the Faith Family Activities for the school  
  year.  They ended the ’17-’18 year with a Faith Scavenger  
  Hunt that sent students searching for many different 
  symbols of faith throughout the campus.  Everyone 
  learned something new that day!

 • Math and Academic Teams represented St. Isidore well  
  and came home with many trophies and certificates from  
  local high school contests last year.  They are already   
  studying and gearing up for this year’s competitions.  

 There is so much to be proud of here at St. Isidore – the 
students, the dedicated teachers and staff.  I hope that as  
alumni you are also proud of the wonderful things happening  
at your alma mater.  

 Thank you for your constant prayers and support of your  
St. Isidore School. 

May God Bless You,

      Cyndi Collins, Principal

 We are pleased to report that you, our alumni, alumni parents, current 
parents and friends made gifts to the 2017-18 annual fund/alumni appeal 
and Fund-A-Cause totaling a little more than $30,000, surpassing the balance 
needed to purchase and install the major elements of the two-year Playground 
Revitalization project!  

 Your generosity indeed helped push the project “over the top,” and  
installation of new, modern equipment has been completed (see cover).

 Many alums continued to do their part in 2017-18 to help make sure  
St. Isidore School remains a vibrant, viable and affordable Catholic education 
option for our local community.  Our alumni participation in the annual fund 
is growing.  And we are optimistic that as more and more of our alums  
re-connect with their school, and realize that our  
annual fund/alumni appeal is vital in providing an annual, sustainable source of 
revenue to St. Isidore School in face of more and more challenges for Catholic 
grade schools, funds generated from the alumni appeal will continue to grow.  

 Our overall 2017-18 fundraising efforts, which included the annual fund/
alumni appeal campaign, four major event fundraisers (see page 6) and Fund-A-
Cause totaled just under $105,000, surpassing last year’s major fundraising efforts 
by approximately 8.2 %, which is fantastic!  Anonymous gifts, the endowment 
and gifts to scholarship funds add to the totals reported on page 7. 

 If you haven’t yet participated, I simply ask you to think of one 
amazing grade school friendship that still thrives today, one incredible 
memory, one outstanding teacher or priest who positively influenced 
you as a result of your attending here.  And bring St. Isidore School up 
a rung or two on your charitable giving ladder

 Remember, any gift to the annual fund/alumni appeal is meaningful!  
And greatly appreciated. NO gift is too small!  Every $25, $50 or any other 
increment will help with our annual fundraising goals. And help ensure similar 
memories and experiences for generations of young people to come.

 Thank you so very much for “helping keep the Spirit aglow!”

Mike Yerly
Director of Development
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2017-18 Annual Fund/Alumni  
Appeal, Fund-A-Cause Summary

Fiscal Year 2017-18… 
Another Very Special Year  
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Beth Schultz
Margaret Kelliher
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Cyclone Connections is published  
2 times per year in fall/winter  
and spring/summer by 
the Development Office

Recurring, ongoing, annual
support of St. Isidore School used

for operating expenses, tuition gap and
academic resources that the annual operating

budget could not accommodate without
large tuition increases that would make a

St. Isidore School elementary Catholic School
education unaffordable for many. And to reduce the

         parish subsidy which has reached the allowable Diocesan maximum of 25%

ANNUAL FUND/ALUMNI APPEAL 

 Fr. Rey Treyes Joins St. Isidore Church as Parochial Vicar 
 The St. Isidore School and Parish communities welcomed our new Parochial Vicar in June, 
when Fr. Rey Treyes joined us to take the place of Fr. Clive who moved on to become an  
assistant at St. Walter’s in Roselle. Father Rey is a native born Filipino, ordained in the  
Philippines and served as a missionary before coming to the Diocese of Joliet in 2000.  He has 
previously served as Pastor of Immaculate Conception parish in Gilman and St. Peter parish in 
Piper City. Welcome Fr. Rey! 
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Alumni & Friends Giving 
 Thank you to the following alumni and friends donors who made gifts to St. Isidore School/RE in fiscal 2017-18 
as part of the St. Isidore Annual Fund & Alumni Appeal campaign.  Our heartfelt thanks to both our repeat and first-
time donors who supported St. Isidore School.  Giving societies have been established to recognize these benefactors 
for their levels of giving and generous support.

 This list does not include any individual(s) or corporations that might have sponsored one of SIS’ major fundraising 
events. Additionally, donors/attendees of any of the four major fundraising events who made gifts at a particular event 
(e.g. Fund-A-Cause) are listed in that respective section of this report.

 Note also that if a gift was from an alumnus of St. Isidore School, his or her class year is noted in parenthesis. If 
parents of a graduate made a gift in their child’s/children’s names, we included the parents’ name with their graduate’s 
as well.

Class of 2018
 The Class of 2018 continued in a new tradition by every member 
donating $1 to the 2017-18 annual fund/alumni appeal.  

Fund-A-Cause Donors 
 The following donors contributed from $25 to $3,000 at last year’s Gala / Auction Dinner Dance, earmarked for 
revitalization of the St. Isidore playground.  Note that the person who indicated the contribution during the Fund-
A-Cause part of last year’s Gala is listed, not necessarily both (e.g. Mr. & Mrs., etc.) The 2018 Fund-A-Cause raised 
$19,600, and together with the 2017 Fund-A-Cause, the two year effort raised a total of just under $50,000 as part 
of the two-year effort to revitalize the playground.    

Samuel Conte

Justin DelaCruz

David Duenas

Andres Garcia

Celesta  Irawan

John Kovarik

Isabella Malachowski

James Matonis

Nathan Meyers

Sean Pennington

Lucy Rogers

Emily Sansone

Alyssa Sethna

Charles Stark

Dylan Sulit

Mikayla Testolin

Jean-Marie Valdez

Christopher Valencia

Gilbert Acosta
Cely Bailie
Evan Callender
Lady Camara
Tania Carrasco
Larry Collins
Patrick Collins
Tim Collins

Tim Collins
Maureen Cubala
Elizabeth Desarden
Kristi Dudley
Andrea Freeman
Paula Hennessey
Margaret Hug
Anna Jean Flanagan

Father Jim Murphy
Valerie Johansen
Bo Johnson
Ed Larson 
Kim Saez
Kelly Lang
Greg & Mary Kay Lesher
Roberta Luster
Arlene Magsanoc
Kirsten Mahoney
Maria Malachowski
Eric Mcfadden
Mrs. Michael Sarmiento
Maryellen Neal
Todd & Wendy Powell
Gloria Quinonez
Deepak Raj
Chris Roberts
Kelsey Robinson
Tracy Rodriguez
Rachel Rosenbloom
Meghan Rubino
Mr. Samaniego  
Angela Scalera

Traci Schager
Beth Schultz
Kim Scislowicz
Mary Sierra
Chris Smith
Chris Smith
Mona Tarabay
Linsey Thattil
Jeff Theobald
Dan Tobin
Terry Valdez
Sara White
Regina Wright
Michael Yerly
David Zielinski
Michele Zygmunt
Class of ‘98
   Mary Kate (Warco) Healy,    
   Daniel McElroy, Jeffrey  
   Malak, Nicole Laurel,  
   Erin Murphy

St. Isidore Founders Society 
(Gifts of $5,000 and Above)
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bailie

Fr. John Guiney Society
(Gifts of $2,500 – $4,999)
McKee Foundation/Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Heydt 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ortscheid
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Quinn 
Mrs. Sue Robinson/ 
  Ms. Kelsey Robinson (Class of ’06)

Sr. Bernadette Dwyer Society
(Gifts of $1,000 – $2,499)
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Norton
Mr. and Mrs. Pasquale Perrone
Frederick Quinn Corp (Scott Metzler)
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Sands

Cyclone Green Society 
(Gifts of  $500 – $999) 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Collins
Mr & Mrs. Kenneth Griesemer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hubeny
Mr & Mrs Douglas Luster
Ms Debra Migliorisi
Mrs. Sue Samonds
Mr & Mrs Thaddeus Zajac
Mr. & Mrs. John Moyna  
  (Grandparents of Kelsey Robinson ’06)

Cyclone White Society 
(Gifts of $250 – $499)
Drs. David and Michele Ho 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Leix 
Mr. & Mrs. William Lowe
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Yerly
Mr. Ron Rench (’48) 

Principal’s Society
(Gifts of $100 – $249)
Ms. Darlene Guy
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Sheehan
Mr. & Mrs. Franz Woerle
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Spratt
Mr. & Mrs. Reggie Marek
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Flores
Mr. Robert Alley
Ms. Concepcion Valencia
Mr & Mrs Charles Gibson
Mr & Mrs Jovino Salise
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Locanto
  (Anthony ’15, Julia ’11)
Mr. August Malecha (’67)
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Ahern (’39)
Mr. Francis Klein (’47)
Michael Samonds (In honor of  
  Sue Samonds)
Mr. & Mrs. Pat Schellinger (Allison ‘15,     
  Nick ’13, Josh ’17)
Mr. Paul Kengott (’98)
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Kelly (In Memory  
  of Bernard Kramer ’28)
Mr. Jason Healy (’03)
Mr. & Mrs. James O’Keefe (Connor ’15,  
  Matthew ’07, Katherine ’09)
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Sprauer  
  (Stephanie ‘08, Andrew ‘01, Samuel ‘03)
Mr. Andrew Sharos (’99)

Friends of St. Isidore
(Gifts of $50 – $99)
Mr. Charles Trumpinski
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Long
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Lagasca
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Conte
Miss Eliza Bernas
Mr. & Mrs. William Altieri
Mr. & Mrs. Ruben Ortiz
Mr. & Mrs. Honorio Trujillo
Mr. Frank Stoyak
Ms. Barbara Filipski
Mr. & Mrs. Lazaro Marquez
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Vazquez
Mr. & Mrs. Evaristo Marquez
Mr. & Mrs. John Todd (in honor of  
  Ron Rench ’47)
Mr. & Mrs. John Storto (Phil ’12)
Ms. Joan (Urban) Lenz ‘77  
  (in name of Elizabeth Urban ’75)
Mr. & Mrs. David Malachowski  
  (Alex ’14, Isabella ’18)
Mr. Terry Sullivan (’57)
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Knuth Family  
  (Matthew ’93, Meghan ’95, Martin ’07,  
  Mary ’03, Mark ’98)
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Holman (Caitlyn ‘05,  
  Patrick ‘08, Claire ‘12)
Mr. Matthew O’Keefe (’07)

Patrons of St. Isidore
(Gifts of $25 – $49)
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Aquino
Mr. & Mrs. Artur Zalewski
Mr. & Mrs. James Christensen
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Gomez

Ms. Janae Montgomery
Mr. & Mrs. John Chiarello
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Alcaraz
Mr. & Mrs. Marciano Estrada
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Koehler
Mrs. Marian Mokodanski

Mr. & Mrs. Enrique Olaya
Mr. & Mrs. John Brannigan (John ’12)
Mrs. Patricia (Gerber) Ledbetter (’54)
Ms. Colleen (Burke) Kowalke (’50)
Mr. Eugene Moty (’33)

July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018  
Honor Roll of Donors and Giving Societies

The SIS Class of 2018.

St. Isidore grad and former SIS teacher Mary Kate (Healy) Warco  
represented the Class of ’98 in making a class pledge to Fund-A-Cause at 
last winter’s Gala, while ‘06 grad Kelsey Robinson gifted $3,000!
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Chips & Chili Adds to the Fun(draising)!
 The Chips & Chili fundraiser was held last October, and  
drew an enthusiastic crowd to the MC “casino” in spite of Mother 
Nature “dealing” a nasty hand outside. Black Jack, Hold ‘Em, Craps, 
Roulette, Bingo, a chili cook-off and cupcake baking competitions 
provided the fun and games for all who attended, and raised $4,010. 
Winners of the Chili Cook Off and Cupcake Baking competitions 
were: Chili: Sally Meyers, 1st Place; Evan Callender, 2nd Place, 
and Chris and Ann Smith, 3rd Place. Cupcake: Nicole DeRusha 
(SIS Class of ’98), 1st Place; Deanna Mazzeo, 2nd Place; and Sara 
Kuchler and Emma Kirk, 3rd Place.

For the past several years, major fundraising events have been vitally  
important in contributing significant and important funds in  
support of  St. Isidore School.  In fiscal 2017-18, these combined  
to raise $82,000 + for the school.

3-3 Basketball “Nets” $5,000!
 The 20th annual Cyclones 3-on-3 tournament tipped off on a sunny Saturday morning in 
August, 2017, with more than 40 teams competing. Another huge success thanks to the hard  
work of chairperson Jason Ciolino and all the parents, alumni, staff and friends volunteers who 
made it happen and raised $5,002 for the school. (Note: At the time of this printing, the  
2018-19 3-3Tournament was completed due to it being held in August each year. This report  
is on the August, 2017 tournament, part of fiscal year 2017-18.)

 What has evolved into much more than a St. Isidore  
School fundraiser – now more of a highly anticipated  
community service event – the semi-annual Children’s  
Clothing & Equipment Resale once again drew  
impressive crowds into the Ministry Center in September, 2017 and March, 2018, surpassing $15,000 in net profit for the 
school.  Lisa Conte again chaired the event, assisted by a hard working committee and a host of parent, friends and alumni 
volunteers.   

Clothing Sales Add $15,000  
to Year’s Fundraising Total

Fundraising Revenue
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$30,000
$20,000
$10,000

$0
3-on-3 Tournament

2012-2013

Clothing Re-Sale Gala Chips & Chili 

$70,000
$80,000

2013-2014

2014-2015

2015-2016

2016-2017

2017-2018

By the Numbers
• School Families 
  (entering 2017-18 school year): 155

• Pre-school thru 8th Grade Students: 236

• Current tuition costs for parishioners 
   for students in K – 8th:
 Single Child  $4,880.00        
 Two Children $8,200.00        
 Three Children $11,150.00        
 Four Children $13,650.00

• Pre-school tuition:
             3 Half Days     $1995.00
             5 Half Days     $2480.00
             5 Full Days      $4900.00
   

  

Importance of Fundraising
• Minimize tuition increases
• Ensure Catholic education remains 
  available to community
• Meet Diocesan requirement of
  25% of School Budget
• Provide students up-to-date and
  innovative learning platforms
• Stay current with technology

Notes: Totals in fund raising/development, etc. are those generated in fiscal 2017-18 from the Gala/Auction Dinner Dance/Fund-A-Cause, 
3-3 Basketball Tournament, Children’s Clothing Resales, Chips & Chili, and the Annual Fund/Alumni Appeal. Also included are gifts from 
parishioners and miscellaneous donors to the school’s scholarship/common good/endowment funds. All fundraising expenses are not shown 
in expenses column as income numbers are net. 

The parish subsidy is nearing the Diocesan maximum of 25% allowed, which requires the school to continue to work to reduce that  
percentage moving forward.

These numbers are shared to give a picture of how fund raising/development are necessary to keep tuition in check and additional fees from 
having to be charged, and not intended to be “bottom line balanced” as there is much more that goes into the school’s balance sheet.

There is a noticeable downward trend in fund raising dollars the past several years, and the school has gone from a $40,000+ surplus in 
fund raising dollars to a $0 balance for future use as needs arise, resulting in a pressing annual need to fundraise. 

A Quick Look  
at “The Numbers” 

Fundraising Facts & Figures

Income  Expenses

School Tuition and Fees $ 1,188,093 Salaries/Benefits $ 1,480,645  

Fundraising/Development/ $    176,137 Development Salary/ $    39,764
Scholarship/Common Good/  Production Expenses
Endowment  

Subsidy from Parish $    430,206 Operating $    265,852

TOTALS: $ 1,794,436  $ 1,786,261

Gala/Auction Dinner Dance Was A Great  
– and Profitable –“Evening Under the Stars” 
 The annual Gala/Auction Dinner Dance was held Saturday evening, February 24, at Empress Banquets 
in Addison, SIS’ major fundraiser of the year. Thanks to all sponsors and attendees, and to chairperson Jenn 
McFadden and her hard working committee who made the evening the fun and successful event that it 
was!  Guests enjoyed several new live auction items, as well as a performance by Elliott of Artbeat Live who 
created an original oil painting on site that was auctioned off as part of the evening.  Live and silent auction 
items, specialty packages, games and Fund-A-Cause bidding contributed to the annual Gala  
to the tune of $58,100 in profits for the school.  Adding the Fund-A-Cause total to the Gala,  
$77,800 was realized.  

 Parish Director of Stewardship and Communications Tom Norton and wife Sue won the  
$10,000 Grand Raffle top prize; the Mahoney family, the Cassidy Tire Free Tuition for a Year  
drawing; and Michelle Davis, the raffle winner of a diamond necklace.         

MAJOR EVENTS AGAIN
RAISE SIGNIFICANT 
FUNDS FOR SCHOOL
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CYCLONE    sightings
Group picture of the St. Isidore School Class of 2014  
graduates from this spring’s St. Francis High School gradua-
tion, Class of 2018: Tori Konchel, Alex Malachowski, Alison 
Mercola, Tanner Spinks, Courtney Magsanoc, Mitchel 
Pearson, Bianca Myers, Henry Breyne, Brianna Discipio, 
Alex Szewcyk, and Anna Zomaya.  Not pictured are Kieran 
Schoaf & Brodie Thomason.
 

Our condolences to Abigail ‘10, Sophia ’12, Cecilia ’17, and 
Danny ’13 Defino on the passing  of their grandfather, Mario 
DeBenedetto this past September. He was the father of Zaira, 
and father-in-law of Deacon Dan Defino.  

Becky (Andrews) Pierce ’99, and her husband Jim,  
daughter of former SIS teacher Anne Andrews, on the birth  
of their son Colton Gregory Joseph Pierce, born August 
8.  Baby Colton checked in at 6lbs, 1 oz, 19.5 inches long. 
Congratulations!

Check out this picture of a then  
St. Isidore 5th grader at a track meet  
at York HS back in the mid 80s.   
It’s none other than current  
Bloomingdale Police Officer and  
2018 SIS Distinguished Graduate  
of the Year Sean Noonan ‘87!
 

Ally Schellinger & Melissa Ryan ’15, seniors at Lake Park 
High School, were inducted into the LP Chapter of the  
National Honor Society last spring as juniors, while Angel 

Silveyra, Jr ‘16 was inducted into Montini HS’s Pope Paul VI 
Chapter of the National Honor Society.  

Jim McCarthy ’61, stopped by last 
spring for a visit, and spent some 
time in the Chapel. He got visibly 
emotional and by his own admission, 
“teared up” when he walked in. Jim 
shared a couple stories about Fr.  
Klaes and Principal Sr. Mary Honor 
(a Pirates fan who let them watch 
the World Series in class and taught 
them how to play baseball). Fr. Klaes 
would regularly ask some of the boys to clean up his spent 
clay pigeons from his trap shooting hobby. Jim is a real estate 
broker in Las Gatos, CA. He sent this picture of his graduating 
class. Jim is second row from the top far right. 

Tanner Spinks ’14 signed a national letter of intent to play 
baseball at the University of Tampa where he is a freshman 
this fall after graduating from St. Francis HS in the spring.

Anna Zomaya ’14 signed a national letter of intent for Dance 
at Purdue U. where she is a freshman this fall after graduating 
from St. Francis HS in the spring.

Claire Holman ‘12 is a junior Math and  
Computer Science major at St. Mary’s College, 
Notre Dame. She is a member of the Notre 
Dame Poms Squad as well as the Notre Dame 
Dance Company.  

Jennifer Hauser & Marissa Testolin ’14, graduated from 
Lake Park High School last spring and were among 145  
seniors who achieved a cumulative 5.0 grade point average or  
higher through seven semesters at LP. Impressive accomplishments!

Ryan Martin and Connor O’Keefe ’15, have been named 
National Merit Semi Finalists at their respective high schools, 
Ryan at St. Francis HS and Connor at Benet.

Alumni Parents In the News! 
Most issues of Cyclone Connections profile an alum who has been 
involved in an interesting activity or accomplishment.  This issue, 
we thought it would be interesting to share news of a few our 
graduate’s parents who have contributed and are contributing 
greatly to our parish and school.

Mrs. Roberta Luster: “Patron Saint” of School Library 
 Back in the ‘90s, during her children’s time here at St. 
Isidore School, Mrs. Roberta Luster, mother of alums Sean, 
Class of ‘92 and Shannon, Class of ’99, always was a big 
proponent of our school library and reading in general.  Last 
year, fulfilling a desire she has had “for a very long time,” she 
made a series of very generous donations of brand new books 
to the school library; literally dozens and dozens of children’s 
books she purchased for the expressed purpose of giving them 
to the school, and books that the school would not have been 
able to buy on its own. 

  “I always loved to read, 
and always wanted to do 
something for the library 
here,” she said when 
asked about what  
influenced her to make 
such a kind donation.   
“I wanted to give our 
school library, books 
that contained Catholic/ 
Christian moral lessons in 
language and pictures and 
about interesting people 
that elementary school 
children could  
understand.”

 The books are about including everyone, religious books, 
being kind to others, biographies of people that were  
peacemakers, social justice pioneers, etc.   

 Mrs. Luster is a long-time parishioner and has been in our 
parish choir in addition to sending her two children here for 
grade school.  And certainly exemplifies the heart-warming 
ties that not only our graduates but their parents maintain to 
St. Isidore School, even years after they graduate.

 Mrs. Karen Yerly, 5th grade homeroom and social  
studies teacher who also served as school librarian for the last 
16 of her 30 years at SIS before retiring last spring, sums up 
Mrs. Luster by referring to her as “the patron saint of the St. 
Isidore School library.”  Everyone agrees.  

Dads of Grads Ordained as New Deacons  
and Serving St. Isidore Parish 
 Not only are our new  
St. Isidore Deacons Dan 
Defino and Terry Neary 
long-time parishioners, 
they also collectively are 
fathers to six St. Isidore 
School grads!  

 Deacon Dan Defino  
and Deacon Terry Neary 
were ordained into the  
Diaconate in the Joliet 
Diocese on August 25,  
and we are now blessed 
with both men serving  
in their home parish  
of St. Isidore.

 Dan and his wife Zaira have been St. Isidore parishioners 
for 25 years, and have been nursing home ministers for the 
past four.  During his time of formation, Dan also ministered 
in hospitals and prisons, and while based at St. Isidore, sees 
his focus out in the larger community.

 He and Zaira were involved at St. Isidore School for years 
through the 90s and early 2000s, as daughters Abigail ‘10, 
Sophia ’12, and Cecilia ’17, and son Danny ’13, all  
graduated from SIS.  Not to mention three nieces who are 
also SIS grads, Jessica ‘05, Lilly ’11 and Madeline ‘08.  The 
Definos were instrumental as one of the early organizers of 
the annual St. Isidore Gala/Auction Dinner Dance that began 
a major event fundraising initiative at the school, Dan has 
been more than generous in donating print projects to SIS 
from his family-owned business Tukaiz Printing and  
Marketing Services, while Zaira was a frequent volunteer  
and HSA leader at the school for years.

 Deacon Terry Neary is also a long-time parishioner (30 years), 
and is a psychologist who has counseled all ages on a variety of 
issues.  His professional experience will certainly be valuable in 
his role as a deacon.  He has a passion for faith formation and is 
interested in teaching on diverse topics of the faith.

 He and his wife Diane, who passed away several years ago, 
parents of Kimberly ‘05 and Lisa ‘07, were heavily involved in 
St. Isidore School activities while the kids attended.  In fact, an 
award was established after Mrs. Neary’s death, to honor her 
spirit and the encouragement she provided to the athletes at  
St. Isidore during Kimberly and Lisa’s time here. It is awarded 
each spring to a St. Isidore 8th grade boy and girl who best 
exemplified Diane’s Christian Spirit that year.

MOVING? NEWS TO SHARE? NEW BABY? NEW JOB? RECENTLY MARRIED? LET US KNOW!

NAME          MAIDEN       CLASS OF   

STREET         CITY       STATE     ZIP    

E-MAIL ADDRESS               FACEBOOK OR TWITTER                       

OCCUPATION:                                                                                                                                                                                                   

WHAT YOU’VE BEEN UP TO (job, marital status if applicable, hobbies, etc. for use in Alumni Notes):

Mail to: St Isidore Development Office, 431 W. Army Trail Rd, Bloomingdale, IL 60108,  
email mikeyerly@saintisidoreschool.org or click on the QR code here to submit news to share  
electronically or visit www.stisidoreparishschool.org under Alumni/Seeking Cyclones.

Mrs. Roberta Luster

Deacon Dan (left), Fr. Jim and Deacon Terry  
on Ordination Day.

We Need Your @ Please!
While the Development Office will continue to publish and mail Cyclone Connections in “hard copy” form year to year, we  
do plan more electronic communications to alumni and friends.  In that we only have about half of our database’s e-mail  
addresses, we ask you to share yours or those of any fellow classmates with whom you stay in touch.  Simply e-mail  
mikeyerly@saintisidoreschool.org and we can add them to our database.  Appreciate your help!
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YEAR IN REVIEW
As has been the case since the 1920s, a typical school year at St. Isidore School is anything 
but “typical.” A quick look in the rear view mirror at 2017-18, at the many academic, 
extracurricular and faith formation activities that once again filled the hallways, Ministry 
Center, Chapel, Church and local venues of SIS are sure to rekindle fond memories for 
alumni young and old, parents and friends of Cyclone Nation. 

1) The traditional “First Day of School” ringing of the original school bell from the early 1920s. 

2) 8th grade class participated in a Day of Service at the food pantry at the People’s Resource Center in  
Wheaton, the senior citizens’ Victory Centre in Bartlett and the Humanitarian Project in Carol Stream.

3) “Move Your Feet to Give a Child a Seat” (formerly Jogathon) took place on a beautiful fall October day 
when our kids, ran, walked and traversed the campus all day long, class by class, to raise funds for diocesan 
scholarships.

4) A large and enthusiastic crowd filled a “scary”” Ministry Center for our annual HSA-sponsored Halloween 
Party in October.

5) Always a treasured day in the school year, SIS had a tremendous turnout for Grandparents Day 2017!

6) St. Isidore School’s annual Christmas Concert served to open the 2017 Advent season in fine fashion in 
December.  

7) Service projects galore during the holiday season! More than just classroom learning at SIS.

8) A December field trip for 5th graders to the Sears Centre in Hoffman Estates for the annual Windy City 
Bulls-sponsored Education Day.

9)  Our 6th grade boys’ basketball squad won the Sts. Peter & Paul 43rd Annual Trojan Classic Holiday  
Tournament, successfully defending their title also won as 5th graders.

10) Live Nativity performed beautifully by our 6th graders just before Christmas break.

11) 5th grader Matthew Wlodek was the 2018 winner of the annual St. Isidore School Geography Bee held 
in January, with 7th grader Caitlyn Tolentino taking second place. While 7th grader Christella Reyes took top 
honors in the annual Spelling Bee, and 8th grader Dylan Sulit, second.

12) Catholic Schools Week the last week in January, featuring daily fun, educational and Catholic faith-based 
activities.

13) Pack the Gym did just that on a Friday night in March as 8th grade players, parents and coaches were 
honored during final home basketball games of their Cyclone careers!

14) A Lenten tradition at St. Isidore School carried on in March, with our 4th - 8th grade classes traveling to 
Feed My Starving Children’s facility in Aurora to hand-pack meals specifically formulated for undernourished 
children, which are then shipped to distribution partners around the world. 

15) Four of our 8th grade “mathletes” competed in the annual Glenbard Math Competition in March, with our 
Mikayla Testolin finishing as overall Individual Contest Champion! Competing for SIS in addition to Mikayla 
were John Kovarik, Dylan Sulit and Alyssa Sethna.

16) Treasured SIS tradition carried out during Holy Week with the reenactment by our 7th graders of Living 
Stations of the Cross.

17) SIS’ first ever STREAM Night was held in April. STREAM is the unique educational approach to learning 
undertaken by all students grades Preschool - 8 that uses Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, the Arts 
and Math as access points for guiding student inquiry, dialogue, and critical thinking.

18) 8th grader Isabella Malachowski had the honor of crowning Mary with the assistance of classmate Charlie 
Stark during the annual May Crowning student Mass. 

19) This spring musical was “Oklahoma,” performed in May, another in a long line of successful productions 
under the direction of Mrs. Jeanne Leix, who directed her 12th and final musical at SIS.

20) May is a busy, busy month for all: 1st graders at Garfield Conservatory and releasing their butterflies that 
they raised from cocoons all year long, second graders making their First Holy Communion, Picnic with the 
Principal, all-school rosary, girls track teams taking 1st place in the Suburban Parochial League, the annual 
spring band concert and much, much more!

21) A treasured St. Isidore spring tradition, the Class of 2018, their parents, faculty and staff gathered for the 
annual 8th grade Dinner Dance. 

22) The official “beginning of the end” of grade school for our 8th graders was marked by the annual pinning 
ceremony and Carnival of Talent shortly before graduation day in May. 

23) Graduation Night!

24) A very busy final two weeks of school culminated June 1 with the annual Field Day!
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CONNECTIONS
Cyclone
SAINT ISIDORE CATHOLIC SCHOOL
431 W ARMY TRAIL RD.
BLOOMINGDALE, IL 60108

Parents/Friends of St. Isidore Alumni:
If yours is no longer the permanent address of your son or daughter, please forward this issue along to him or her and advise us as to 
their current address by emailing the Development Office at mikeyerly@saintisidoreschool.org.  An alumni update form can also be 
found on our school website under the Alumni tab and on page 8 of this issue.  Thanks much!

Class of 1985 MeetS for Memories
Members of the Class of 1985 got together over a weekend in October for a little reminiscing 
and fun, put together by Nancy Piekos-O’Donnell.  Meeting at the school for snacks and 
a campus tour, a trip to Lemont to watch classmate Joe Anselmo and his band play at a fall 
festival and dinner at a local Bloomingdale eatery were all part of the reunion. Check these 
pictures out if you were wondering if a grade school reunion would be any fun!!  Great  
turnout too: Nancy Piekos-O’Donnell, Dawn McNeela-Cohen, Diane Knoth-Symon, 
Michelle Zaccagnini-Minnick, Jim Marre, Derek Los, Jill Nasuta-Gardley, Janine Castiglioni, 
Marilyn Delabar, Kathy King-Snell, Cathy Ciombor, Eric Blomquist, Kevin Lechtenburg and 
Carolyn Conrad-Wilkinson. When a few guys from ’86 heard about the get together, they 
came too! John Knoth, Tom Casalino, and Tom Howard.

 NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

   PAID
 ADDISON, IL

PERMIT NO. 210

Save the Date for the
2019 Gala/Auction Dinner Dance!

Fr. Jim Celebrates 40 Years  
in the Priesthood
 In May, Fr. Jim Murphy celebrated the 
40th Anniversary of his Ordination to 
the Priesthood! Congratulations on this 
milestone anniversary, Fr. Jim.  SIS kids 
honored Fr. Jim with an assembly/party for 
him in the MC. 


