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Annual Fund/Alumni Appeal Moves to Spring for 2018-19; 
Looks to Help Fulfill Our “STREAM DREAM”
 
It’s Spring! Finally. 

And with it comes the launch of our 2019 annual fund/alumni  
appeal campaign.

Our campaign launches this year inside the pages of this issue  
of Cyclone Connections, a different approach and timing to  
our annual appeal to alumni and friends for your once-a-year support, and away from 
the hustle and bustle of the holidays and end of year expenses.  Remember, there 
was no fall appeal. This spring appeal is the only annual fund/alumni appeal 
campaign for this fiscal and school year.

As you’ll read on the insert between pages 6-7, this year’s campaign is aimed  
at helping us fulfill our “STREAM DREAM;” that is, to begin adding essential  
STREAM-related learning platforms, software and equipment that will help 
St. Isidore School keep up to date with today’s emphasis on Science,  
Technology, Engineering and Math – as well as Religion and the Arts.

As always, I simply ask you to think of one amazing grade school friendship that 
still thrives today, one incredible memory, one outstanding teacher or priest who 
positively influenced you as a result of your attending here.  And bring St. Isidore 
School up a rung or two on your charitable giving ladder.

Remember, any gift to the annual fund/alumni appeal is meaningful! And greatly appreciated. 
NO gift is too small!  Every $25, $50 or any other increment will help with our annual  
fundraising goals. And help ensure similar memories and experiences for generations  
of young people to come. 

St. Isidore School has been an influential part of young people’s lives for 90+ years.  We 
trust you feel it has been for you as well. Thank you so very much for helping us get 
closer to our “STREAM DREAM” by making a gift to this year’s campaign.

Mike Yerly
Director of Development & Communications

MRS. COLLINS RETIRES

AS PRINCIPAL AT SIS (pgs. 2-3)

Annual Fund/Alumni Appeal



 Mrs. Cyndi Collins, principal at St. Isidore School for 
the past 15 years, announced recently that she will retire 
from her position at the end of the current 2018-19  
school year.  

 “These past 15 years have been one of the greatest 
blessings of my life,” she says. “I truly believe that God 
dropped me here 15 years ago so that I could grow in my 
own faith, but also so that I could encounter the many 
wonderful people I’ve met. 

 Cyndi began her career in education at St. Louise De Marillac in LaGrange 
Park in 1976, where she taught kindergarten and preschool for three years. 
After staying home for a few years with children Tim, Patrick, Colleen and 
Kelly, she returned to work at a private preschool where she spent five years, 
then went on to St. Dominic’s in Bolingbrook where she taught second grade 
and kindergarten, served as assistant principal for a time, and was there for a 
total of 13 years before she started at St. Isidore in 2004.  

 Her early principal challenges – in addition to “finding my way around” –  
included making sure the school’s curriculum was up to date, acquiring  
materials and developing and staying within budgets. 

 When asked the biggest challenge facing her and all Catholic schools  
today, she said keeping enrollment strong and finding scholarship money.   
She explains that changes in the economy throughout the years have made 
Catholic education less affordable for families, and it’s always been her belief 
that Catholic education is not just for the bright and rich, it’s for any child 
whose family desires a Catholic education.  

 She says that technology has been and is one of the most significant changes 
she has seen over the years.  “We’ve moved into such a tech savvy world,” she 
explains.  “We work constantly to keep technology fresh and current, but while 
still providing that Gospel value-based education.”

 She feels the challenges her successor will face will be the same as she  
does: staying current with standards, curriculum and technology, ongoing  
professional development of teachers, enrollment and scholarship dollars.    
“I also personally hope and pray that the new principal shares the same belief 
that Fr. Jim and I share. That any person who wants a Catholic education for 
their child should have one regardless of income level or status.”  

 Accomplishment she is most proud of? Opening a full day kindergarten.  
Four years later, the school also expanded its preschool to four days.  

 There has also been a host of “little” things that she feels very good about 
that happened during her tenure: moving lunch out of classrooms to the 
lunchroom (“a much bigger deal than one would imagine for both the kids 
and the teachers”), the extended day program, instituting an Athletic Board, 

implementing Spanish in K-8, keeping up with technology (STREAM), and 
her personal passion, inclusion -- using differentiation to help kids with special 
needs.

 So what does she plan to do with all of her free time? “I’ve got education in 
my blood, so I do want to stay as current as possible and help out in any way, 
maybe do some consulting if it becomes available.”
 
 But her number one answer was quick and unequivocal: “Spend time with 
my grandkids!” she exclaims. “I have four grandsons who live in Salina, Kansas: 
Jason, Ben, Will and Eli, and a fifth grandchild due later this year.”  She says 
that when Eli, her 5-year old grandson upon hearing of his grandma’s  
retirement, said: “Now you can stay more than 3 days when you visit!”

 Her husband Larry also retired recently after 40+ years with United Airlines, 
so the Collins’ have some traveling planned as well.

 “I’ve worked with supportive and compassionate pastors.  I’ve grown so 
close to the parish staff and the teachers, which have become like another  
family to me. The parents and grandparents I’ve met through the years have 
been so kind and supportive. But of course what I’ve really enjoyed most are 
the kids, watching them grow from a small preschooler to a middle schooler to 
a graduate is an amazing experience that I will always cherish. I am so grateful 
parents have shared their children with me.” 
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“Serving as principal at St. Isidore has never been a job to me,”  
she concludes.  “It’s always been a ministry to which I always  
felt privileged to have been a part.  I will miss this place and  
these people, and these kids, so very, very much.”

Mrs. Cyndi Collins to Retire as    Principal at End of School Year   
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 The 2019 Gala/Auction Dinner 
Dance saw a crowd of nearly 200 
gather at Empress Banquets in  
Addison Saturday, February 23,  
for an evening of fun(d)raising in  
support of St. Isidore School. A huge 
thanks to event chair Beth Schultz 
and her co-chairs Tania Carrasco and 
Corinne Calender, plus the many other parents and friend volunteers, sponsors and  
attendees for making the event another SIS success! While final numbers aren’t quite in as 
of this printing, the Gala appears to have netted close to $60,000 from auctions,  
raffles and Fund-A-Cause.

 Winners of the $10,000 Grand Raffle were Mr. and Mrs. Jason Williams, with the 
$1,500 prize to the Klein family and the $500 prize to Tania Carrasco. The Perez  
family won the Cassidy Tire & Service Tuition raffle, while 
the poker tournament winners were  
Dan Schultz and Joe Freeman.

     A groundbreaking ceremony was held before 5:00 pm Mass on Saturday, March 2, marking the official start of 
construction of St. Isidore Parish’s long-awaited Perpetual Adoration Chapel.

     Fr. Jim, Fr. Rey, Fr. Juan Jose, as well as representatives from our Knights of Columbus, staff members and  
parishioners, gathered for the groundbreaking. 

     In September of 2015, our dream to build a Perpetual Adoration Chapel became Phase III of our Honoring  
Our Roots, Cultivating Our Future capital campaign. With sufficient funds now raised to build the 1,114 sq. ft.  
addition, Director of Administration Dan Tobin reports that the Chapel is scheduled to be completed and opened  
in approximately six months, weather or other unanticipated delays not withstanding. 

   According to St. Isidore Pastoral Associate, Stewardship, Communications, & Evangelization Tom Norton,  
Perpetual Adoration requires a dedicated space in which adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is happening 24 hours 
per day, 365 days of the year.  The Chapel is used only for adoration, eliminating any interruptions to the scheduled 
prayer hours. It is planned that the Chapel will be utilized by not only St. Isidore parishioners but by local parishes 
as well.

   A full report on the Chapel and its use will be  
featured upon its completion in a future issue 
of Cyclone Connections.  More information on 
our Chapel and what Perpetual Adoration is 
can be found on the parish website at  
www.stisidoreparish.org

 What has evolved into much more than a  
St. Isidore School fundraiser – now more of a 
highly anticipated community service event –  
the semi-annual Children’s Clothing & Equip-
ment Resale once again drew impressive crowds 
into the Ministry Center in mid March, netting a 
little more than $5,500  for the school. The spring 
resale added to the $7,800 generated from the fall 

sale, surpassing $13,000 in net profit for the school.  Lisa Conte again 
chaired the event, assisted by a hard working committee and a host of 
parent, friends and alumni volunteers. 

The Williams family were 
Grand Raffle grand prize 

winners at the Gala.

Beth Schultz (l) chaired this 
year’s Gala, with help from 
committee members Corinne 
Callender and (not pictured) 
Tania Carrasco.

The Perez family won the  
Cassidy Tire & Service  
tuition raffle.

“The Greatest Show” Gala/Auction  
Dinner Dance Was Just That! 

Spring Children’s Clothing Resale  
Closes Major Event Fundraising for the Year 

Groundbreaking Brings Perpetual  
Adoration Chapel Closer to Reality  
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CYCLONE    sightings
Wilderness Therapy a Unique Calling  
for 2007 Grad Lisa Neary

Lisa is pictured on various kayak and backpacking expeditions 
as part of her job as a wilderness specialist working with teenage 
substance abuse students at Raven’s Way in Alaska.  We could not 
publish any photos of Lisa interacting with her students due to 
confidentiality and privacy laws.

 Working with teenagers who have substance abuse and other 
issues, in a small Alaskan town of 9,000 people, surrounded by 
rainforest and wilderness, might not be the career dream of a 
lot of young college graduates.

 But it was and is for 2007 St. Isidore School graduate Lisa 
Neary, who, for the past two years, has lived and worked in 
Sitka, Alaska, a city and borough 90 miles “as the bald eagle 
flies” from the capital city of Juneau. 

 Lisa is the daughter of St. Isidore Deacon Terry Neary and 
sister of Kimberly, a 2005 SIS grad. Following graduation  
from St. Francis HS in 2011 and then Loyola U. in Chicago 
with a degree in social work, Lisa applied to various  
wilderness therapy programs throughout the country, and 
heard back from Raven’s Way Therapy in Sitka, where she has 
spent the past two years as a wilderness expedition specialist. 
Raven’s Way is a residential treatment program for Alaskan 
youth. Based in Sitka, the nationally accredited program  
combines conventional substance abuse treatment, adventure-
based therapy, and native cultural activities.

 “I also worked in Outdoor Education at Loyola, taking 
students out on backpacking trips, and really found I liked to 
connect people through experiential education,” Lisa told us 
when asked how a young lady from suburban Carol Stream, IL 
would one day wind up in the land of bald eagles, brown bears 
and Alaskan wilderness. “I was able to combine those two 
interests in the field of wilderness therapy.

 “I guess it was kind of 
a gamble to consider and 
ultimately move to Alaska to 
begin my career,” Lisa ad-
mits.  “I had never been to 
Alaska, and all my interviews 
with Raven’s Way were over 
the phone, so I accepted the 
position sight unseen.  Then, 
coming from a big metro area like Chicago and moving to a 
small town in kind of a wilderness setting in northern Alaska 
made me a little nervous. But I have found Sitka to be a great 
community, with beauty, culture and a lot of Alaskan native 
history, and all the people at Raven’s Way were very welcoming.”

 Lisa explained that RW’s adolescent residential substance 
abuse program is mainly for native Alaskan teenagers ages 14-

18 from all through the state, most of whom are on probation 
and who choose to come for treatment instead of jail. Clients 
are both drug and/or alcohol abusers, usually drug abusers.
“The kids who come to us come to work on themselves,” she 
says. “In addition to drug abuse and addiction, Raven’s Way 
also deals with teens who have co-existing disorders, mental 
health or behavioral challenges.”

 Program participants live in a large house, which is coed –  
a girls’ side of the house and boys’ side – and common areas.  
They share rooms, and spend their time going to school,  
taking drug education and other self-care classes, and engaging 
in recreational activities. 

 “Every two weeks we take them out on an expedition where 
they will spend 8 days either kayaking to or backpacking on 
the myriad small islands off the coast,” she says. 

 Lisa works both in town at the resident’s house, and on the 
expeditions, and explains that an outdoor expedition’s purpose 
is to teach the students self-care, and ways to build self-esteem 
and self confidence that many have lost through their  
addiction and abuse issues.  “It exposes them to triggers that 
they have and will often experience in town and at their 
homes,” she says.  “And teaches them how to cope with them.”

 Lisa says expeditions also help students build healthy  
relationships with peers and staff as they learn how to  
connect with nature and spirituality: “We take a holistic  
approach to treating the mind, body and soul, mentally,  
physically and spiritually.” Students typically stay three  
months at Raven’s Way, where they experience 24/7 care.

Let’s Go Kayaking!

 Lisa “took” Cyclone Connections on an outdoor expedition.

 “Let’s say we’re going on a kayak trip,” she says. “First thing 
we do is teach the kids some ‘hard skills’ on how to paddle, 
some of the safety aspects,” she details.  “We practice in a little 
channel near the house, where we have them do kayak flips and 
where they learn how to get back in, on the chance they do get 
flipped.  This allows them to have that experience in a calm 
and controlled environment so that in the unlikely chance they 
do flip in the ocean, they know what to do without panic.”

 She explains further that they then pack a boat with all the 
various layers of clothes and gear they need, teach them about 
self-care skills like how to layer their clothes for the variances in 

temperatures they will experience on an expedition, the best ways 
to pack their gear, encounters with animals in the wild, etc.

 “We start an expedition from a boat launch from the  
residence when embarking on a kayaking expedition, and  
when starting a backpacking trip, we will be brought by boat 
and dropped off on a given island. There are usually three 
guides from Raven’s Way on any given trip.”

 When kayaking, Lisa says they do some island hopping, 
and typically paddle four or five miles a day.  When they 
reach a backpacking destination, they learn to become self-
sufficient in setting up camp.  In the evening students will 
participate in classes, like NA or AA classes.  Lisa also engages 
them in team building exercises; “those sort of things.”

Interesting Reasons for Teen Substance Abuse in Alaska

 Interestingly, Lisa acknowledges that nationwide in general, 
there is a growing drug crisis, the latest being with opioids.  
And that meth has become a pretty big issue too.  

 “But in Alaska, there are also other, unique contributing 
factors. One is that that in Alaska during the winter, it can 
be dark 24/7.  You maybe have one or two hours of sunlight, 
and it’s kind of like, what are these kids going to do? They 
start using drugs for something to do.”

   Lisa believes that maybe 
unlike some of the kids in 
the lower 48 states, there 
are so many stresses in 
Alaskan teens’ lives that 
they encounter at younger 
ages.  80% of her clients 
are native Alaskans, and 
drug abuse also has grown 
among them from a histori-
cal and cultural standpoint, 
where drug abuse is deeply 

woven in their culture from native Alaskan oppression and 
generational trauma that has trickled down.

 “They come with a lot of resilience and their own survival 
skills that they’ve acquired due to their backgrounds and 
upbringing,” she says.  “But many weren’t able to be just kids.  
So becoming independent like learning how to cook, and 
generally just taking care of themselves are also what we teach 
them. Some have become homeless because of their addiction.  
So we teach them all of these sorts of self-care things.”

Creativity to Engage

 There are 7-10 students at a time in a given three-month 
program at Raven’s Way, and when asked, given the  
backgrounds and issues that the kids she works with have, 
if it is difficult or even at times dangerous working with  
them.  She admits that first, they are teenagers, which  
inherently makes them kind of tough with which to work.

 “It takes a lot of creativity to get them engaged,” Lisa says. 
“Students that come in are also in different stages of their 
recovery.  And some are in denial that they don’t have a  
problem, so you need to meet them where they’re at. But  

you also find natural leaders who are positive models, and 
who have already been through any initial resistance to the 
program. They are invaluable in helping others feel welcome 
and settings expectations from a peer-to-peer standpoint.”

 Given the nature of her students, we asked Lisa if she has 
ever been in any “dangerous” situations where she was  
physically accosted or hurt by a student.

 She can’t recall any such incidents, primarily because  
when a student applies, they are screened to ensure they meet 
Raven’s Way’s level of programming. Some programs are 
trained in crisis prevention and intervention – which she also 
is – but some programs use physical restraints on students 
and other more aggressive control methods. “We don’t do 
that,” she says.  “I’ve been trained in self-defense, but have 
not been abused physically during my time there. Verbal 
abuse, yes. But nothing physical. You do learn to grow a thick 
skin in this job.”

 When asked her toughest challenge at Raven’s Way, she 
reports that when she started, it was more of a learning lesson 
than a challenge.  She referred to the adage “You can lead a 
horse to water, but you can’t make it drink.”

 “We’re here to guide and support students, but it’s  
ultimately up to them what they choose to do, if they want 
to stay engaged.  We’re not here to force them.  We don’t tell 
them that they have to stay sober or else.”

 Rather, she and her co-workers are there to provide tools  
for the students’ “toolboxes,” to deal with their disease if  
they choose to stay sober.  And if they don’t, Raven’s Way 
counselors also teach harm reduction so that students can 
minimize damage to themselves through education as to 
what various drugs do to them, or ways to cut down on use, 
alternatives, etc. 

Free Time in Alaska

 What does Lisa do in her free time in Alaska? She loves 
hiking and kayaking on her own.  She has taken classes and 
learned to enjoy making pottery. “I am literally five minutes 
from hundreds of hiking trails. And I have a dog, and we go 
on a lot of hikes.”

Homesick?

 Lisa tries to get home at least once a year.  And misses the 
food.  And Target. “A restaurant and Target are my first stops 
when I go home!”

 “I don’t see myself being in Alaska forever,” she concludes, 
“but do see myself working in this line of work long-term. I 
love it and it is so fulfilling.”

 Her favorite memories of St Isidore? “I remember and kind 
of miss our uniforms!  I loved having the same outfit you 
could wear every day. I miss the good friends I made there, 
and still keep in touch with a lot of them.  And of course 
there were so many teachers that I just loved.” 

 In closing, Lisa says “We are hiring! If anyone is in this field 
and is interested, give me a call!”
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CYCLONEsightings (con’t)

Local author and mom of St. Isidore grads Kailee ‘15  
and Mitchel ‘14 Pearson, Loralee Pearson, visited SIS this 
spring to talk to 1st through 4th 
graders about the newest book in 
her whimsical chipmunk book series 
that details the life and times of 
Penny the Chipmunk. Loralee was a 
very involved and valuable volunteer 
parent during her kids’ years at SIS.
  
This group photo of students inducted in the St. Francis 
High School Spanish Honor Society this past winter includes 
several SIS alums.  In no particular order, our alums pictured 
are: Sierra Zygmunt ’16; Frank Marsico ’16; Rebecca Sawko 

’16; Maggie Breyne 
’17; and Samantha 
Szewczyk ’17. 

The Konchel fami-
ly, including grads 
Nick ’07, Taylor 

‘12 and Victoria ’14, along with dad John and mom Chris, 
competed in the popular TV game show The Family Feud in 
February.  They had a great time 
cajoling with host Steve Harvey and 
advanced to a second round before 
being ousted.  What is this Family 
Feud – SIS connection?  Fr. Matt 
and his family competed a year or 
so ago  on that show as well! 

Melissa Ryan ’15, a senior at Lake Park High School, was 
among 117 seniors recently recognized at a breakfast  
honoring students holding a 5.0 or higher gpa for  
7 semesters.  She was also named an Illinois State Scholar 
earlier this school year. Great job, Melissa!

Jim Ahern ‘53, and wife Sheila were acknowledged recently 
by the parish PADS ministry for more 
than 15 years of serving the needs of our 
homeless guests each month.  Jim and 
Sheila are long term parishioners at St. 
Isidore, and had children and grandchil-
dren graduate from SIS, including Rick 
‘86, James ‘86, Kristen ‘88, Bryan ‘90, 
and granddaughter  
Grace ‘17.

Gus Serio ’77, who has been teaching Math and Computer 
Science at Crystal Lake South High School for the last 33 
years, is retiring this May, and shares that he will begin the 
next phase of his life by joining the staff at St. Isidore as one 
of the maintenance staff.  Gus says “I am excited to come 
back to where I began my life and schooling 50 years ago!”

St. Francis High School’s Spring Musical, “Big Fish”  
featured several SIS alums as cast, band or crew members, 

including Meghan Frost ‘15, Maggie Mascari ‘15, and  
Ryan Martin ‘15. 

SIS grads from the Class of 2015 who are graduating this 
spring from St. Francis HS were recognized at the school’s  
Senior Night for the Band, including Maggie Mascari,  
Megan Lombardo, Natalie Kuchler, Libby Prosch and  
Ryan Martin.

Our condolences to SIS alumni Emma ‘13 and Nick ’17 
Felty and the whole Felty family on the passing of their 
grandmother, Ada Ponzio, this past January.

More honors for more of our younger alums at St. Francis 
HS this past school year, including Natalie Kuchler ’15, 2019 
Illinois State Scholar; Ryan Martin ‘15, Illinois State Scholar 
and Science Student of the Month for November; Kailee 
Pearson ‘15, Illinois State Scholar, and Samantha Szewczyk 
’15, Tennis Conference Gold Medalist.

Our condolences to the family of Colleen Kowalke, Class of 
1950, on her passing into eternal life this past December. 

From time to time we get sent  pic-
tures from the past. Here’s one sent in 
by Theresa Haberkamp-Johnson ’87, 
the graduating Class of 1950.  Can’t 
identify the members, but what a great 
photo! 

Sean Noon ’87 also provided this 
photo, showing the intersection near 
Army Trail Rd and Gary Avenues  
…a few years ago!

Michael Hatt ’91, is a manager for Impact Networking LLC, 
a company in the Business Process Automation space, where 
he specializes in implementing and driving KPIs and goals for 
inside sales teams.

Joe Falco, ’91, is an executive recruiter with Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Illinois, Montana, New Mexico, Oklahoma 
and Texas.  BCBS is a subsidiary of Health Care Service  
Corporation (HCSC), the largest customer-owned health  
insurance company in the United States, where Joe has 
worked the past 6 years in talent acquisition. He is also a St. 
Isidore school board member and has two children currently 
attending SIS, Alyssa (8th grader) and Caden (6th grader).

Joe Anselmo ’85, is lead vocals and plays rhythm guitar in the 
local modern country band Prairie Station, 
one of the Chicago suburb’s most exciting 
and popular modern country bands.  PS 
plays covers of some of today’s hottest 
country music as well as yesterday’s country 
staples!  Joe also has a daughter, Stephanie, 
who attends SIS.

Alumni Advisory Council  
Provides Valuable Feedback 

 In order to get a feeling for current and potential alumni 
relations activities, an advisory council of alumni was formed 
over the winter and held two meetings in February.  In that 
the Development Office has been up and running for a little 
more than five years now, Development Director Mike Yerly 
thought it time to do some measuring of alumni relations and 
communications-related initiatives from those for whom the 
office exists: alumni and parents of younger alumni.

   The council was comprised of 8 alums from the 80s,  
90s and 2000s, as well as 6 parents of younger alums who  
have graduated more recently. While not all advisory council 
members were able to attend, face-to-face and on-line  
call-in meetings were held, focusing initially on four main 
areas: alumni communications including Cyclone Connections  
magazine, the annual fund/alumni appeal, identification  
of more “missing” alums and means to gather more email  
and cell phone numbers which will enable more electronic 
communications, gathering more information for the  
class notes section of the magazine, etc., and an All  
School Reunion.

 Yerly invites input from any and all alumni who might have 
alumni relations-related ideas or suggestions, or if any would 
have an interest in participating in future advisory council 
meetings either personally or by call-in.

 He adds a big “thank you” to initial advisory council  
members who participated or could not participate but  
indicated an interest in future participation: Joe Falco, ’90; 
Nancy Piekos-O’Donnell, ’85; Susan Sekowski-Holland, ’84; 
Matt O’Keefe, ’07; Jackie Martin, ’07; Sean Noonan, ’87; 
Theresa Haberkamp-Johnson, ’87; April Stefanic, ’99; Chris 
Breyne, father of Henry, ’14 and Maggie, ’17; Rita Crotinger, 
mother of Amelia, ’15; Debbie Isoda, mother of Katie, ’16; 
Michele Zygmunt, mother of Zach, ’13 and Sierra, 16; Jim 
and Mary Beth O’Keefe, parents of Connor, ’15, Matthew,  
’07 and Katherine, ’09.

Save the Date!   
St. Isidore Parish’s 100th birthday is in  
2021 and Planning is Underway! 

All School Reunion Part of Celebration
 Here’s something for your  
long-range calendar. St. Isidore  
Parish will be 100 years old  
in 2021 and a year-long  
celebration beginning in  
May of 2020 – one year  
before and leading up to it  
– is already being planned  
by a committee of  
parishioners and staff.

 There will be plenty of details forthcoming, but it’s worth  
mentioning some of the events being discussed. Parishioner 
Debbie Isoda, mother of Katie Isoda ‘16, is chairperson for  
the Centennial Celebration, with a committee of several staff 
members and parishioners involved. 

 The Centennial Celebration will officially begin with a  
5 pm bi-lingual Mass on May 16, 2020, the day after the 
feast of St. Isidore. Then, on June 20, 2020, there will be an 
old fashioned chicken dinner/picnic on campus to which all 
parishioners are invited. The June 20th event is scheduled  
to feature entertainment by Prairie Station, a modern country 
band whose lead vocalist is St. Isidore School alum Joe  
Anselmo ’85, a bags tournament, and more. The fall will 
feature a service project month, and the winter, a school-parish 
Gala/Jubilee Dinner Dance in February of 2021. Other  
happenings will take place until the year-long celebration  
concludes on May 15, 2021.

 An event sure to be well attended and evoke memories of both 
the church and school is an All School Reunion that will take 
place in the fall of 2020. Watch for details in future issues of 
Cyclone Connections as well as Flocknote e-Digest emails and 
mailings.

 And throughout the year, the parish campus and church will 
display pictures and artifacts from year’s gone by, helping all to 
relive our parish’s long, storied and rich history.

The Centennial Celebration logo was designed by 
April Stefanic, SIS Class of 1999, who also is a 
staff member at St. Isidore Parish.

ALUMNI  
CELL PHONE NUMBERS  
AND EMAIL ADDRESSES

WHY: SO WE CAN STAY CONNECTED ELECTRONICALLY VIA EMAIL/FLOCKNOTES  
AND TEXT MESSAGES VS. PRINTED COMMUNICATIONS WHICH ALLOWS US MORE  
TIMELY AND LESS EXPENSIVE COMMUNICATIONS

Just go to www.stisidoreparishschool.org under the Alumni 
menu at top of the home page and scroll to Seeking  
Cyclones tab.  Scroll to bottom of page for form to fill out 
and submit electronically.  Or, scan the QR code here.

Slam that Spam!
Using more and more electronic communications to connect with alumni is vitally  
important to SIS versus the more expensive “ink-on-paper” printed communications.   
But advanced web services today are on their own, diverting e-mails to an individual’s 
spam or junk folder.  And it’s happening with our e-communications to you.  So we  
urge all alumni who want to hear from your alma mater intermittently to add  
mail@flocknote.com to your address book. 
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Not that anyone still living in the Midwest necessarily wants to relive the snow,  
cold and polar vortex that was the winter of 2018-19, but inside the halls and  
classrooms of St. Isidore School it was busy-ness  as usual! 

1. Another treasured St. Isidore School tradition just before the holidays, with the annual  
Christmas Concert performed by 1-5 grades, playing to a large crowd in the MC.

 2. It was March Madness indeed at SIS this spring, with all of our basketball squads having  
tremendous seasons!  

Our 6th grade boys took second place in the Sts. Peter & Paul holiday tournament, while our 7th 
grade boys (a) team clinched their 3rd straight Big West Conference Championship (also won in 5th 
and 6th grades), and then went on to win the end-of-season conference tournament title with another 
win over rival St. Walters in a thrilling overtime contest. 

Our 8th grade girls (b) finished their season undefeated at 13-0, including winning the St. Petronille 
basketball holiday tourney, winning the regular season Big West Catholic Conference championship and 
then the conference tournament title as well.  Our 6th grade girls (c) basketball team went undefeated 
for 2018-19 at 12-0. They were the Big West Catholic Conference champs for the 5/6th grade division.

3. A beautiful performance of The Live Nativity, performed before Christmas break by our 6th  
graders, carried on a treasured SIS tradition that once again showed fellow classmates, parents,  
grandparents and friends in attendance the “real reason for the season.” 

4. The Book Fair committee challenged the kids that if 800-plus books/items were purchased, Mrs. 
Collins agreed to dress up like a Gnome. Mission accomplished! 

5. The Class of 2019 had their individual and group graduation pictures taken in January. The first of 
many to come over the next couple of months! 

6. 8th grader Christella R. took top honors in the SIS Spelling Bee in February, defending the title she 
won last year as a 7th grader  

7. Mother Nature threw a nasty “curveball” in the form of a bone-chilling polar vortex, sprinkled with 
more snow, during Catholic Schools Week in late January. But in true Cyclone spirit, SIS staff and  
students “took” her nasty “pitch” and had a “ball” celebrating the various activities that were not 
canceled or rescheduled due to the weather.

8. 5th grader Danny M. took top honors at the annual SIS Geography Bee during Catholic School’s 
Week, with 7th grader Nicholas C. taking second. 

9. 5th graders adopted a pet for their classroom, after convincing their teacher Mrs. Davis that it was 
their duty to take care of God’s creations and all the critters in it from a chapter in their religion book.  
Jaws the hamster helps out with studies and even has his own blog! 

10. STREAM — the popular acronym for the educational approach to learning that uses Science, 
Technology, Religion, Engineering, the Arts and Math as access points for guiding student inquiry, 
dialogue and critical thinking — was in high gear in March when students displayed and presented 
their 2018-19 school year projects to a large contingent of parents and visitors.

11. A Lenten tradition at St. Isidore School carried on in March, with our 4th – 8th grade classes 
traveling to the Feed My Starving Children’s facility in Schaumburg to hand-pack meals specifically 
formulated for undernourished children, which are then shipped to distribution. 

12. Several of our aspiring student musicians who take music lessons at school from Music on the 
Move, won medals in March at a Solo and Ensemble Contest held at Divine Infant School in  
Westchester. Medal winners from SIS are: Jose Samaniego, clarinet; Adrianna Santoianni, clarinet; 
Jillian Hug – flute; Alyza Adajar – clarinet; and Valeria Perez – flute. 

13. Pack The Gym night. Lots of fans, Faith in Action Bake Sale and boys and girls basketball  
action to promote Cyclone Spirit!   

14. The 2019 Gala/Auction Dinner Dance delighted a crowd of nearly 200 who gathered at Empress 
Banquets in Addison in February night for an evening of fun(d)raising in support of St. Isidore School.

15. Our semi-annual Children’s Clothing & Equipment Resale has become more than an SIS  
fundraiser, it has become a true community event, as was evidenced by the spring sale in March  
that generated more than $5,500 for SIS. 

16. Boys and girls basketball players from this past season were recognized in March during the 
2018-19 Basketball /Athletic Awards Program held in the Ministry Center, highlighted by 8th graders 
Simon Hartle and Grace Schager being named recipients of this year’s Diane Neary Christian Spirit 
Award.

17. Several of our students competed in the Montini Academic Bowl in early spring.  Two teams, 
made up of four students each, took an individual test in a specific subject area and competed as a team. 
Representing SIS were Olivia Basel, Nicholas Ciolino, Ben Conte, Derek Ittner., Clare Kelliher, Luis 
Navarrete, Brigid Rogers, and Halle Rubino.  Nick Ciolino took 1st place out of 20 students in the 
individual Social Studies test! (Unfortunately there was no picture of students at the Bowl)
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CONNECTIONS
Cyclone
SAINT ISIDORE CATHOLIC SCHOOL
431 W ARMY TRAIL RD.
BLOOMINGDALE, IL 60108

Parents/Friends of St. Isidore Alumni:
If yours is no longer the permanent address of your son or daughter, please forward this issue along to him or her and advise us as to 
their current address by emailing the Development Office at mikeyerly@saintisidoreschool.org.  An alumni update form can also be 
found on our school website under the Alumni tab and above.  Thanks much!
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 ADDISON, IL

PERMIT NO. 210

MOVING? NEWS TO SHARE? NEW BABY? NEW JOB? RECENTLY MARRIED? LET US KNOW!
NAME          MAIDEN       CLASS OF   

STREET         CITY       STATE     ZIP    

E-MAIL ADDRESS               FACEBOOK OR TWITTER                       

OCCUPATION:                                                                                                                                                                                                   

WHAT YOU’VE BEEN UP TO (job, marital status if applicable, hobbies, etc. for use in Alumni Notes):

Mail to: St Isidore Development Office, 431 W. Army Trail Rd, Bloomingdale, IL 60108,  
email mikeyerly@saintisidoreschool.org or click on the QR code here to submit news to share  
electronically or visit www.stisidoreparishschool.org under Alumni/Seeking Cyclones.


