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Good morning.  One week from tonight you will be graduating. And officially become alumni of St. 
Isidore School.  One day next week Mrs. Robinson will let me come and talk to you about what being an 
alumnus of St. Isidore really means. 

But today I get a head start on that.  Every year for the past few years, we have recognized a graduate of 

St. Isidore School who has carried on the true Cyclone spirit into his or her adult life.  That is, a person 

who has shown true Christian spirit in his work, volunteer activities and all other aspects of his 

professional and personal life. 

We call the award our Distinguished Graduate of the Year Award, and while in past years we presented 

it at the annual Gala auction dinner dance, we thought that a better time and place to recognize this 

year’s winner was today, at your 8th grade pinning ceremony and awards day so that you can start to see 

a perfect example of what being an alumnus of St. Isidore School is all about. 

This year’s honoree is a strong supporter and advocate for Catholic education.  He attended a Catholic 

elementary and high school.  He sends his own children to a Catholic school because of his strong faith 

and belief that God and faith should be center of our lives.  He believes that faith needs to be our 

foundation before we can focus on other things, whether it be our education or career.  He feels we 

need to encourage our children to recognize that all we do, we do in God's glory.   

Our winner this year had been gone from St. Isidore for 29 years, but still stays connected in many of the 

same ways that we hope you guys will as you move along into high school, college and your careers.  He 

is a member of our St. Isidore school board of directors, he is a PADS volunteer where he help the 

homeless people that come here for food and a place to sleep on Monday nights.  He helps at many St. 

Isidore events and fundraisers.  He helps coach both St. Isidore and other of his kids’ sports teams.  He 

really demonstrates love and care for others, always putting others before himself.  

Throughout his career, he’s held a variety of leadership roles, most recently with UnitedHealth Group 

and Blue Cross/Blue Shield of IL, where he is an executive recruiter, which means he finds the most 

qualified people to fill jobs that are needed to be filled for his company.  

And maybe someday, many years from now, one of you will be recognized as that year’s Distinguished 

Alumni of the Year for what you have accomplished to that point in your life.   

So I am very happy to announce to you that this year’s award winner is with us today.   

Maybe it is even more special that this year’s winner is the dad of one of your classmates!  So 8th 

graders, teachers and friends here today, join me in congratulating this year’s Distinguished Graduate of 

the Year, Alyssa Falco’s dad, and 6th grader Caden’s dad, Mr. Joe Falco, graduate of the St. Isidore Class 

of 1990. 


