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St. Isidore Parish 
Stewardship of Treasure 
Renewal – 2014

Give   

What  
is God’s

to God 

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

Like last year, we will have the  
opportunity to renew our stewardship 
commitment this year in three  
different seasons. We will begin by 
renewing our Stewardship of Treasure 
during this autumn season. The Gospel for our  
commitment Sunday, October 19, sets the tone:  
“ Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God 
what belongs to God.” (Mt. 22:21).  

Jesus’ words could not be more challenging! Don’t we 
profess that everything that we have comes to us as a gift 
from God? Our life, our faith, the people who are a part 
of our lives, our talents and skills, our possessions … 
everything comes to us as a gift from God. We have been 
blessed beyond anything we could deserve or earn. It is 
all a gift. Our only appropriate response is gratitude.  

As we renew our Stewardship of Treasure commitments, 
I invite you to take the NEXT STEP in your stewardship 
journey and your support of our parish family. I invite 
you to move towards the goal of tithing and encourage 
you to begin (or continue) honoring God with a percent-
age of your income instead of a specific dollar amount. 
I, along with other parish leaders, was challenged to 
take the NEXT STEP in my journey by committing a 
percentage of my income as my grateful return to  
God. I can attest to the blessings I have received from 
tithing – trusting God and answering God’s call to return 
a percentage of the treasure I have received.   

Before making your commitment, please take time to  
let the Lord’s words settle into your heart, “Repay … to 
God what belongs to God.” He has blessed us with all 
that we have.  

May God continue to bless us with all that we need,  
and more.

      
Father Jim Murphy, Pastor

Giving as  
an Act of  
Worship

Matthew 22:21

The SITuATIon

Did you know that Jesus talked 
about money all the time?

nearly half his parables speak about money 
and possessions. Why? Because he  
understood how it dominates our thoughts, 
holds our hearts, and stands as a big  
obstacle to a relationship with God. 

every day our culture reminds us of what we 
don’t have, encouraging us to believe that 
if we had it, we’d be happy. We buy the lie 
and spend like no others in human history.  
Many of us aren’t just swimming in a sea of 
materialism, we’re drowning in it and the 
debt it can bring.* one pastor calculated that 
if his parishioners were simply giving to the 
church the same amount they were paying 
in interest on their credit card debt, parish 
income would triple.

Many Catholics, angry or frustrated and  
fatigued by church mismanagement and 
scandal, and the financial calamity they  
have wrought, or hurt by someone in the 
church, just tune out. It can be easier to  
just ignore the responsibilty to support their 
parish financially.1

About 1/3 of  St. Isidore families are 
regular givers, about 1/3 are sporadic 
givers, and about 1/3 do not give.

* For professional, confidential, free financial coaching,  
see the enclosed reflection/referral  slip.

1 Fr. Michael White, Tom Corcoran, Rebuilt: Awakening the Faithful, 
Reaching the Lost, Making Church Matter; Ave Maria Press, 2013.

But, there’s a lot to celebrate at  
St. Isidore and our weekend offertory 
gifts help make it all possible! 

“ St. Isidore has a great choir and 
great music!”

 – Samantha

“ It feels like an extension of my 
home.”

 – Joe

“ Adult Formation programs 
provide an opportunity to grow 
in faith.”

 – Debra

“ We are a large, diverse caring 
family!”

 – Laura

“ Connect Youth Ministries made 
it easier on my family life to 
keep my family coming to 
church.”

 – Parish teen

“ This is where I find  
comfort, strength and  
wonderful friends.”

 – Ann

“ Organized, welcoming  
atmosphere, clean facilities, 
effective communication.” 

 – Lady C.

“Christ-centered community, 
caring priests, friendship, many 
ministries!”

 – Larry & Joanne

         “ Culturally diverse & 
welcoming.”

 – Herman

          “ Many ministries for our  
neighbors in need.”

 – Mike

          “ A wonderful school that 
passes on our Faith.”

 – Karen

Give to God what is God’s

esta información esta disponible en español en el escritorio  
de hospitalidad y en la oficina de la Parroquia.
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Giving is incredibly important 
when it comes to growing a 
healthy parish for two reasons.
The first one is the obvious one: It takes money  
to run a parish. Catholics are accustomed to  
getting church for next to nothing because  
parishes and schools used to be staffed with  
people who basically worked for free. That was  
a nice arrangement, but its day is done.1 

Giving is even more important when it comes  
to discipleship. Our money and our discipleship 
go hand in hand. How many of us have  
considered our church giving an act of worship,  
a sign of our discipleship?

God’s Promise 
God promises blessing in our churches and  
over our lives if we’ll just honor his word. By  
ignoring it we effectively cut ourselves off from  
his blessings. Unfortunately there are thousands  
of financially struggling churches, of all   
denominations, whose troubles sadly illustrate  
this truth. Notice how God says, “Try me in this.” 
He is asking us to test him.

When it comes to our money, God wants us to 
test him and see if he will not be faithful. Just try 
it and see if God won’t work his blessings in our 
lives and the life of our parish. It’s a challenge. 

“ Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 
and to God what belongs to God.“

Matthew 22:21

STeWARDShIP of TReASuRe

I have prayerfully considered my NEXT STEP in 
becoming a planned, priority, percentage, or progressive 
Offertory giver.

Giving Guide...

 

My commitment to the  
offertory collection at  
St. Isidore is

beginning on                           Date 
                                          .

❍  This is my commitment based on a percentage  
of income

❍ Weekly

❍ Bi-weekly

❍ Monthly

❍ Quarterly

❍ Annually

Complete, separate, and return this slip in the enclosed 
envelope to Mass on october 18-19.

name

envelope #   Phone

email

Address

City  State  Zip

❍  I will be making my gift using  
Online Giving and will renew or  
set up my account at the parish  
website: www.stisidoreparish.org

❍  I will be using my Offertory envelopes

❍  I cannot make a commitment at this 
time.

$

Annual  
Income

Weekly Gift Based on

1% 3% 5%

$10,000 $2 $6 $10

$25,000 $5 $14 $24

$50,000 $10 $29 $48

$75,000 $14 $43 $72

$100,000 $19 $58 $96

$150,000 $29 $87 $144

Give to God what is God’s

our Challenge, our Goal
We encourage parishioners to honor the  
biblical standard on which the tithe is based —  
returning to God 10% of income. But begin with 
any percentage – 1%, 2%, 3% – with the goal  
to reach the level of a tithe. The switch from  
giving a dollar amount to giving a percentage of 
income will be a major step in our stewardship  
progress at St. Isidore. 

Suggested  
giving goal 

5%  of my income to the  
parish Offertory collection, 

1%  to diocese (Catholic Ministries Appeal), 
4%  to other charities, 2nd collections, capital  

campaign, etc.)

Steps to reach the goal:
We are all challenged to reflect on where we are in 
our giving. Then take the NEXT STEP for each of 
us by becoming:

1.  Planned givers (designating money in their 
budget to give: no more loose change or small 
bills, use an Offertory envelope or give online).

2.  Priority givers (giving to God the first payment 
before other expenses).

3.  Percentage givers (giving a percentage of  
income, not a dollar amount).

4.  Progressive givers (increasing the percentage 
regularly). 

:5-1- 4

1 Fr. Michael White, Tom Corcoran, Rebuilt: Awakening the Faithful, 
Reaching the Lost, Making Church Matter; Ave Maria Press, 2013.

Questions for Reflection
What would be possible at St Isidore if we all  
took our NEXT STEP toward honoring God with 
our giving? What is our NEXT STEP?  And this 
might seem like a strange question, but

Are we robbing God?

“ Can anyone rob God? But you are robbing 
me! And you say, “How have we robbed you?”  
Of tithes and contributions! Bring the whole 
tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in my house. Put me to the test, says the 
LORD of hosts, and see if I do not open the 
floodgates of heaven for you, and pour down 
upon you blessing without measure!”

Malachi 3:8, 10 

Who among us has ever considered that we  
could be robbing God? That’s a startling and  
challenging question. But we know Jesus’ challenge 
to his disciples to give (repay) to God what belongs 
to God. And it all belongs to God, right? All is 
gift. The biblical standard is to return not all, but 
a portion to God – a percentage – as an expression 
of our gratitude.

Tithing – or taking a first step by percentage  
giving – is imperative if we are to open  
ourselves and our parish to the blessings  
promised in Malachi. 

  


