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Father, what do you do all day?
By Angela Orlando

A recent comment by a parishioner pointed to the fact that some of
us only see the priests at Mass on the weekend.
Do they just celebrate Mass and then they’re free for the
rest of the week? Really? Do you believe that? When you
think about full time employment, you think of a 40 hour
(or thereabout) week. Not for Father!
Yes, our priests celebrate the weekend Masses. Before
those celebrations, they review the scriptures and prepare
the homily so that it “fits” the scriptures. Oh, and yes
they do the same for the daily Masses celebrated at 7:00
a.m. and 12:05 p.m. with another Mass at 2:00 p.m. on
Tuesdays at one of our area Nursing Homes and then
there’s the School Mass at 8:15 a.m. on Wednesday for
nine months of the year. Masses are scheduled for the
beginning of the RE year and third Sunday for the (high
school) CYM groups. Then there are the Holy Days
and the Holidays. Oh, and don’t forget the Marathon of
Masses celebrated for Christmas and Easter. Those are
the scheduled Masses. When one of our priests is gone for
long periods (illness) we call in retired priests or priests
from other parishes to celebrate with us. Our priests share
themselves with other parishes as well when needed.
More Masses? Yep, we celebrate about 85 Funerals every
year and that means the celebrant will often join the
Music Minister when the family plans the liturgy. The
Resurrection Mass continues to the cemetery where the
committal is completed. That might be a really long day if
the cemetery is in Chicago. Thank goodness, the priests
are often invited to the luncheon—we don’t want them
falling over from hunger pangs.
And more Masses? Yep, another fifty or so. We celebrate
Marriages in fine style at St. Isidore and that means
sometimes another Mass. But long before that happens,
Father has met with the couple at least once and often
more to counsel the couple and prepare their liturgy.

We tie them up for about two hours on Saturday
morning for Confessions. And then we celebrate Group
Reconciliation during Advent and Lent. We invite priests
from other parishes to assist during those. That means
our priests get invited back to their parishes. During the
school year, our parish schedules Reconciliation for the
school and for the grades 3-8 Religious Education program
along with sessions for the Confirmandees and the High
School students.
Hm! Is that all they do? NO! Those are the two things
that every priest in parish ministry does because those are
the two things that only a priest can do.
When the call comes in that someone is in Hospice or
is dying or has been admitted to the hospital with a life
threatening illness, that pager goes off and one of the
priests responds—day or night. Visiting parishioners may
involve a trip to the local hospitals, nursing homes or
private homes.
Not enough to fill their days? Meetings, meetings and
more meetings. Parish Council, commission meetings,
organization meetings such as the Council of Catholic
Women (CCW) and Knights of Columbus (KC). Our
priests teach an occasional class in the school throughout
the year. Just to round out their lives, they serve as
chaplains for St. Francis and Montini High Schools and
assist at St. Alexander Parish. And then there are the
Blessings for new houses, new cars, new sacramentals
such as rosaries, crucifixes and the occasional engagement
ring.
Trips to the Diocese for meetings involve a one hour
drive each way in addition to meeting time. The answer
to “What do you do all day?” should be obvious. And
occasionally, our priests visit with their own family,
friends and classmates—if they have time.
When do you sleep, Father?
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Observation Quiz
On June 25, 2000 our beautiful Eucharistic Reservation
Chapel was dedicated. The ten windows fan out from
the Tabernacle in a symbolic array of colors – yellow/
white for angelic beings, red for martyrs, green for
confessors and blue for virgins. Each figure depicts a
Eucharistic theology and devotion.
Now….can you match the figure to the relationship to
Eucharist.

______________ a lay Eucharistic minister
______________ told Mary she would be the first tabernacle for the Presence of Christ
______________ as a Doctor of the Church, fostered frequent Holy Communion
______________ was assigned the role of Protector of the Blessed Sacrament
______________ shared meals with the poor, reminding us that Christ shares the sacramental banquet
______________ wrote the text for the feast of Corpus Christi and composed the hymn “Tantum Ergo”
______________ met marauding soldiers at the door carrying the monstrance with the Blessed Sacrament
______________ insisted that children receive the sacrament of Eucharist when they reach the age of reason
______________ smuggled a crust of bread to be consecrated at a secret Mass
______________ fed the poor with bread and wine
1 Archangel Gabriel
2 St. Clare of Assisi
3 St. Tarcisius

4
5
6
7

Pope Pius X
St. Therese of Lisieux
Archangel Michael
St. Isidore

8 St. Maximilian Kolbe
9 St. Genevieve of Paris
10 St. Thomas Aquinas

By Dorothy Jaskey
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The St. Isidore Conference
of the
St. Vincent de Paul Society
By Michael Fassbender
Photos by Bill Archer

As the Year of Mercy begins, many will be looking for ways to give to the needy.
It is more than simply a question of writing a check and then forgetting about it; people want to know that their
gifts will truly improve somebody’s life. Whether you are looking for an
organization to receive your donations, or you seek an opportunity to
volunteer your time, the St. Isidore Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul
Society is an avenue to ensure that your giving will make the desired
impact.
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is an international organization formed to
serve the poor and those who are temporarily needy. Local chapters are
known as conferences, and the St. Isidore Conference consists of twelve
members, although there is certainly room for more. The conference is the
point of entry, both for those seeking aid and for those who wish to give.
This is important because of the personalized nature
of aid provided by the Society.
Each person is treated as an individual, and with the
dignity of a child of God. Aid begins when someone
in need, whether a part of this parish or in the
broader community, calls seeking help. After a prescreening, the caller is assigned a case worker who
assesses the caller’s circumstances and consults with
the rest of the group for ideas on how to deal with
their needs. A wide array of options are available.
As an example, the Society helps pay one month’s
utility bill or partial rent in emergency circumstances
directly to the utility company or landlord for the
client. For another, twice per year, a family can visit
one of the seven stores in the area for sets of clothing.
As appropriate, the Society can direct the applicant to
local public and private sources of aid, such as food pantries.
Most importantly, they can provide assistance to deal with
the specific problem: if someone is out of work, for example,
the Society can help to find employment.
For those who wish to give, options are available at St.
Isidore. Clothing can be donated at the receptacle in the
parking lot. St. Vincent de Paul Society is funded in part
through your Offertory giving. Monetary donations can be
made at church, but the envelope needs to specify the gift is
for St. Vincent de Paul. Volunteers are welcome; in particular,
Spanish-speaking or bilingual volunteers are needed. Call
Lisa Puclik at 630-295-6890 for more information.
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Life is better when

you are laughing

Looking for a Job?
Work for God the retirement benefits are awesome.

Typos in the church bulletin
(but of course, never ours)
Don’t let work kill you - let the
Church help.

Everytime we offer some a helping
hand,

Ladies, don’t forget the rummage
sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those
things not worth keeping around
the house. Bring your husbands.

Everytime we show a friend we care
and understand,
Every time we have a warm and
thoughtful word to say,

Pol Luck Supper is Sunday at
5:00 pm - prayer and medication
to follow.

We help someone find beauty in this
precious life we live.
It is with sadness we announce the first editor
of the Harvester, Paul Greening has passed
away. Paul was very instrumental in launching
the Harvester. As an editor, he was very diligent
about the correct use of a word. The Harvester is
what it is today because of Paul. Remember the
Greening family in your prayers.

The Fasting and Prayer Conference
includes meals.
Just knowing someone cares for
you can make the sun come smiling
through.

The Harvester Staff
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Reservation Chapel and Adoration Chapel
What is the difference?

By Bill Archer

Reservation - the act of keeping back, withholding or setting apart.
Adoration - the act of paying honor, as to a divine being; worship.
The St. Isidore Parish dream to build a Perpetual Adoration
Chapel became Phase III of our Honoring Our Roots,
Cultivating Our Future capital campaign.
One may well ask, “Isn’t what we have now good enough?”
The answer appears to be that it depends upon what one
wants to do. The Roman Catholic Church, like all large
effective organizations has rules and definitions that
cover nearly every circumstance. The key word here is
‘perpetual’.
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal regarding
The Place for the Reservation of the Most Holy Eucharist
states:
In accordance with the structure of each church and
legitimate local customs, the Most Blessed Sacrament
should be reserved in a tabernacle in a part of the church
that is truly noble, prominent, conspicuous, worthily
decorated, and suitable for prayer.
The tabernacle should usually be the only one, be
irremovable, be made of solid and inviolable material that
is not transparent, and be locked in such a way that the
danger of profanation is prevented to the greatest extent
possible.
Consequently, it is preferable that the tabernacle be located,
according to the judgment of the Diocesan Bishop:
a) Either in the sanctuary, apart from the altar of
celebration, in an appropriate form and place, not excluding
its being positioned on an old altar no longer used for
celebration;
b) or, even in some chapel suitable for the private adoration
and prayer of the faithful and organically connected to the church and readily noticeable by the Christian faithful.
The Roman Ritual: Holy Communion and Worship of the Eucharist outside Mass defines perpetual Eucharistic
adoration in two ways:
a) Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle;
b) or, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament exposed in the ciborium or monstrance.
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What is the difference?

Thanksgiving drive
Photo Peggy Monohan

The Ritual’s further guidelines state:
If for some good reason perpetual exposition must take
place in a parish church, it should be in a chapel distinct
from the body of the church so as not to interfere with
the normal activities of the parish or its daily liturgical
celebrations.
When Mass is celebrated in a chapel where the Blessed
Sacrament is exposed, the Eucharist must be replaced in
the tabernacle before the celebration of Mass begins.
Under no circumstances may perpetual exposition take
place during the Easter Triduum. There should always
be a sufficient number of people present for Eucharistic
adoration before the Blessed Sacrament exposed. Every
effort should be made to ensure that there should be at
least two people present. There must absolutely never
be periods when the Blessed Sacrament is exposed and
there is no one present for adoration. It may prove
necessary to expose the Blessed Sacrament for
adoration only at stated times when members of
the faithful are present.
In short, you can adore the Blessed Sacrament in the
Reservation Chapel, but if you want to do it perpetually,
(around the clock, every day) you need a special place.

A wall of fishes and loaves highlight the
generosity of parishioners who donated
toward Thanksgiving boxes.
Families in need will enjoy
turkey with all the holiday
goodies because of the
finanacial kindness of St.
Isidore parishioners.

Phase III of our Honoring Our Roots, Cultivating Our
Future campaign will make it possible for a Perpetual
Adoration Chapel to be built at St. Isidore. Info can be
found at the display in the Church narthex.

Observation Quiz Answer:
3
1
5
6
7
10
2
4
8
9

St. Tarcisius
Archangel Gabriel
St. Therese of Lisieux
Archangel Michael
St. Isidore
St. Thomas Aquinas
St. Clare of Assisi
Pope Pius X
St. Maximilian Kolbe
St. Genevieve of Paris

When you feel you
are drowning in life
– don’t worry –

your lifeguard walked
on water.
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Teacher and School

Recognized by Diocese
Jeanine Theobald, long-time kindergarten teacher at St.
Isidore School, was recognized by the Diocese of Joliet’s
Catholic Schools Office with a Core Value of Catholic
Education Award during ceremonies held at the Diocese’s
annual all-school meeting and institute held prior to the
start of the 2015-16 school year.
Mrs. Theobald was nominated by her fellow teachers at
St. Isidore in response to a request
for nominations of teachers who
exhibit excellence in:
•

Leading by example exhibiting Catholic values
inside and outside the
classroom

•

Incorporating faith into lesson
planning

•

Helping students with any
kind of learning need

•

Making themselves available
for conferencing with parents
at any time (even outside
school hours)

•

Creating plans to work with child’s strengths and
weaknesses and shares those ideas with families

•

Is active within his/her parish

•

Consistently demonstrates high morals and ethics

We cannot remake who we
are but we can strive to be
the best that God made us.
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By Mike Yerly

St. Isidore kindergarten teacher,
school recognized by Diocese
with two prestigious awards
“Jeanine without
question fits the criteria
that is established
for this award,” says
Mrs. Cyndi Collins, St.
Isidore Principal. “When
I asked our staff to
nominate someone for the
award, Jeanine was the
overwhelming choice and
we are thrilled that the
Diocese recognized that
as well. She is the model
teacher when it comes to
exhibiting Catholic core
values in and outside of
the classroom.”
Mrs. Theobald began her 22nd year of teaching at St.
Isidore when classes started August 26, and 31st overall
as a Catholic school teacher.
Additionally, St. Isidore School itself was recognized
at the institute, and was one of ten Diocesan schools
presented a “Curare” Award which is a Customer
Service Award. The school agreed to have a “secret
shopper” visit the school and evaluate it during the
spring semester in such service/communications
areas as: Website, school entrance, the cleanliness and
appearance of the grounds and the school, the way they
were greeted first on the phone and then in person, the
tour that was provided, etc.
“We take a great deal of pride in our service to parents,
alumni and guests that visit St. Isidore,” Mrs. Collins
says, “so we agreed to take part in this program and are
quite proud of the fact that we were one of the schools
in the Diocese to receive it.”

A Time of Waiting
Youth Ministry Update

From the palpable joy of the priest holding a beautiful
baby aloft above the baptismal font to the hushed
expectance of the Easter vigil, we as a church find renewal
and pour our passions
into our parish. But, we
as Christians well know
that for the moments of
heightened awareness,
also experience many
moments of waiting. We wait to feel God’s presence again,
to feel or discern the way forward.

You will find a great
deal of energy and
spirit at St. Isidore.

Our youth, and those who love and support them, are in
a bit of waiting period. Our Connect Youth Ministries,
under the leadership of David Heimann, with the support
of Father Jim and our priests, completely flourished in
reaching the hearts and lives of our teens. You have
hopefully witnessed or read in the Harvester how our
teens found solace and comfort during times of struggle
with Christ through their group meetings and classes.
David recently left our parish, after discerning that his
personal path forward meant taking a different position

By Penni Cannova

closer to his home. He will remain active in the next
Kairos and Confirmation retreats.
Our parish now looks to the future for its next leader and
a search is underway. Meanwhile, supportive lay leaders
have stepped up to carry the program forward. The kids,
grateful for this leadership, still focus on the growth and
stability that will come with the next Director of Connect
Youth Ministries.
One member of Youth Advisory Council said that YAC is
talking about working on different aspects of youth life:
retreat and events. They still meet monthly; John Valene,
who has been very active and instrumental in youth
ministry, led their meeting last month. Another teen,
active in Youth Ministries also, said that David’s departure
has given them a big challenge to fulfill. She spoke of each
year bringing the youth new challenges; last year, they
moved into a new space and made that their new home.
She said the youth feel a bit lost, with attendance going
down at certain meetings and classes recently. She yearns
for more youth attendance in this interim time, to keep the
momentum gained moving forward.

CCW Scholarship Winner
The recipient of the CCW scholarship given each year to
a St. Isidore School
student is Cecilia
Defino, now a 7th
grader. Cecilia and
her family joined the
October meeting to
accept her award
presented by Valerie
Calvente

CCW Nursing Home
Christmas Party is
December 17
This annual party includes gifts,
bingo, bingo prizes and door prizes.
All residents receive a gift from
Santa, and even if they do not attend
the party Santa visits their room.
We participate in this event in
order to help the residents of West
Suburban Nursing Home have a great
Christmas.
Watch for the baskets to place
your donations of Women’s robes,
nightgowns, slippers, or slipper socks,
Men’s pajama bottoms, t-shirts, or
slippers, knitted blankets, electronic
games, (please include batteries) card
games, large puzzles, (no more than
100 pieces).
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You may have known
Northern Illinois Food
Bank under its former
name, Bethlehem

Food for Thought
PANTRY vs. BANK
By Barb Mendralla

The summer issue of the Harvester featured an article
on how St. Isidore parishioners share their time and
treasure at Thanksgiving.

Center, which it
took when it was
incorporated in 1982.
The food bank added
more programs and
community partners
throughout the years
and adopted its current
name in 2000. In 2011,
it moved into a new
Community Nutrition
and Food Distribution
Center in Geneva. It
serves a 13-county wide
area and provides food
to over 71,000 people
each week through its
network of 800 food
pantries, soup kitchens,
youth and senior centers
and a number of direct
distribution programs.
Visit solvehungertoday.
org for more information
on the organization and
how to volunteer or call
Lisa Puclik our Human
Needs Ministries Director
at 630-295-6890.
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By utilizing the existing food distribution network of the Neighborhood Food
Pantries, coupled with the purchasing power of Northern Illinois Food Bank,
we can help many of our neighbors celebrate Thanksgiving with delicious
meals.
You may be asking yourself, what is the difference between the food pantries
St. Isidore supports and a food bank?
Our parish is one of the founding partners of Neighborhood Food Pantries,
which was once known as Feeding Northwest DuPage. Neighborhood Food
Pantries is comprised of covenant partners who support it by providing funds,
facilities, and/or volunteers. Neighborhood Food Pantries provides food
assistance which is distributed through its network of seven sites.
Here are some staggering statistics for the 12 month period ending
June 30, 2015, as stated on its website, neighborhoodfp.org:
Neighborhood Food Pantries served
3,629 families
24,692 times
53,928 adults
41,772 kids
9,195 seniors
That’s 1,996,666 lbs. of food, 1,383,257 of which was donated by supporters,
community gardens, and recovered from stores. And that’s just for our little
section of DuPage County!
The 613,409 pounds of food not donated was purchased from
the Northern Illinois Food Bank. The funds for purchasing the
food come from Neighborhood Food Pantries covenant church
contributions, other church and organization contributions,
individual contributions, grants and fundraising.
You may wonder why the food pantries don’t rely solely on food
donations. The answer is because the food Northern Illinois Food
Bank has for distribution is received primarily as donations from
corporate food sponsors. A $20 donation made to Neighborhood
Food Pantries, allows them to purchase 333 pounds of food from
the food bank, which in effect, maximizes your donation.

Food for Thought
This is also why St. Isidore partnered with the food bank
in providing Thanksgiving meals to our neighbors. A $20
donation provides a full holiday meal for eight people, a
substantially lower cost than if the food was purchased from
a grocery store.
So whether it be through the food pantries or the food bank,
we have many ways to answer the call to feed our neighbors
in Christ.

The generous will be blessed, for they share
their food with the poor.
Proverbs 22:9

St. Isidore Day of Service at
Northern Illinois Food
Bank
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St. Isidore
the Farmer
By Barb Mendralla
Photo Bill Archer
When our parish was founded back in the 1920’s in the
small farming community of Cloverdale, it made perfect
sense to choose St. Isidore the Farmer as the titular saint
of the parish. While the land surrounding St. Isidore
Parish has vastly changed during the last century, we
need to take time to remember this holy saint.
Isidore was born around 1070 near Madrid, Spain to
a very poor family. Because his parents were unable
to support him when he was a youth, he was sent
to work for a wealthy landowner, Juan de Vergas.
Isidore married a very religious woman named
Maria de la Cabeza, who was also cannonized. They
were blessed with one son, who unfortunately died
as a child.
His fellow laborers complained that Isidore was
sometimes late because he attended Mass before
work. Isidore would pray and commune with God,
while working the land.

Parish Mission
Statement
We are the
Roman Catholic Community of St.
Isidore the Farmer –
Eucharistic people empowered by the
Holy Spirit,
Planting seeds of faith, cultivating
growth, and
Sharing the harvest of the Kingdom
with all of God’s people.
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Although poor themselves, Isidore and
Maria had a love of the poor and often
shared their humble portions with them.
There are some accounts of Isidore
miraculously providing people with
food. He also believed in the proper
treatment of animals.
There is much we can learn from this
seemingly simple man; you can find
dignity and meaning in physical labor,
we can share our bounty with others,
even though it may not be much and a
simple life can allow us to be close with
God. May St. Isidore’s holy example
continue to guide us.

