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Welcome 
 Jackie Ludwig!
By Penni Cannova 

The Harvester joins with the parish of St. Isidore in a 
hearty welcome to Ms. Jackie Ludwig. We are thrilled 
to have Jackie join our Youth Ministries post and are 
eager for the renewed energy, counsel, and leadership 
Jackie will bring to our kids in both Junior High and 
High School Faith Formation.  

Jackie comes to us most recently from Baton Rouge, LA, where she began her 
work in campus ministry. Born and raised in Darien, Jackie attended Marquette 
University. After teaching six years at a middle school in Milwaukee, she continued 
her education at Cardinal Stritch University where she earned her Master’s in Lay 
Ministry. Jackie worked in campus ministry in Houston, TX and Baton Rouge, LA. 
She realized she wanted to move back to the Midwest closer to family and friends. 
She is excited to be back in the Chicago area and at St. Isidore Parish. 

In talking to Jackie about what draws her to work with youth in the realm of faith 
formation, she emphasized that she herself has made a lot of mistakes and veered 
off from having a relationship with God. She feels that it is so important for kids 
to realize that they are made in the image of God. She realizes how many youth 
struggle with their sense of self-worth and knows how much pressure they feel. 
She related that obviously everyone wants to strive to be better but God loves them 
as they are. She has a strong passion for helping teens and being there to listen. 
Mistakes will be made and she understands guilt, but she doesn’t want them to feel 
shame. She wants them to get up and try again.  

Jackie is eager to build relationships with the teens and she appreciates the fact that 
she has the space to accomplish her work, in an office complete with a couch for the 
young people when they come in and connect.  

Our Prayer for our Readers
With the weekend of November 26, the season of Advent begins. The Harvester staff prays that 

your Advent journey will offer you time to renew your spirit of commitment to be a 
true servant to others, not allowing the hustle and bustle of the coming celebration 
of the birth of the Messiah to overshadow your spiritual time with the Lord.

May Advent be your prelude to a Christmas filled with joy and love that will 
continue for you throughout the coming year.

 Peace,

 Bill • Penni • Terry • Michael • Dorothy  
 Diane • Kathy •  Barb • Angie • Mike
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The M&M Challenge 
No, this challenge is not about those small chocolate candies.  

Each quote from Scripture is missing the name of a Biblical person that begins the letter 

“M”
1. When the child grew, she brought him to the Pharaoh’s daughter who adopted him as her son 

and called him    . 
(Ex 2:10)

2. After Barnabas and Saul completed their relief mission, they returned to Jerusalem, taking with 
them John, who is called    . 
(AA12:25)

3. You are a priest forever according to the order of      
(Heb 5:6)

4. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid     for you have found favor 
with God. 
(Lk 1:30)

5. Then they gave lots to them and the lot fell upon    , and he was counted 
with the apostles. 
(AA1:28)

6. At that time there shall arise        , the great prince, guardian of your people. 
(Dn 12:1)

7.     you are anxious and worried about many things. 
(Lk10:41)

8. Peter who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave and cut off his right ear. The slave’s 
name was    .  
(Jn 18:10)

9. As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man named    , sitting at the 
customs post. 
(Mt 9:9)

10. While they were in Hazeroth,     and Aaron spoke against Moses on the 
pretext of the marriage he had with a Cushite woman. 
(Nu 12:1)

Just an added quiz…Can you name the six books of the Bible that start with the letter “M”?

And you are Mentally Marvelously Magnificent ! 
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By and photos Bill Archer

The Church honors her as the Mother of 
God, looks to her as a model of perfect 
discipleship, and asks for her prayers to 
God on our behalf. Who of us can deny a 
request of our mother? It easily follows that 
a prayer to Mary for her intercession could 
hardly be denied by Jesus. 

It is in this mindset that on the first 
Saturday of every month 2,000 Hail Marys 
are prayed in the Parish Office Meeting 
Room lower level. This St. Isidore Prayer 
Ministry was initiated six years ago through 
the efforts of Emy Ambayec and the 
members of the Sacred Heart Prayer Group. 

Following a form of devotion that dates 
back to the 1930s, it begun in Ecuador when 
the pastor of a struggling church decided to 
petition the Blessed Virgin Mary for help. 
This is a powerful form of intercessory 
prayer and provides an inexhaustible source of grace. While done in a communal 
setting, it is a private devotion based on our faith and sincerity of heart.

The Hail Marys are prayed in a rosary format, but in groups of one hundred instead 
of the normal decades. This results in 20 separate groups with 20 prescribed 
intercessions, as listed in the side bar. 
Additional personal intentions are also 
written down and placed in a basket. Each 
group of one hundred Hail Marys is led by 
a different member of the group who also 
reads the particular intercession. 

The devotion begins with a potluck 
breakfast after Saturday Mass at about 9:00 
AM and lasts until done, usually after 5:00 
PM. A regular group of about 30 or more 
people come and go as their schedules 
permit, although some stay the whole 
time. Similar to First Friday Eucharistic 
Adoration, there is a group always present 
throughout the day.

If you are interested, just drop in ready to 
pray any first Saturday of the month. Come 
when you can. Leave when you must.

Devotion to Mary is a 
fundamental practice within 
the Catholic Church. 

2,000 Hail Marys
Asking for Our Mother’s Intercession



~5   St. Isidore Parish

Alex Silveyra, a 6th grade student at St. Isidore school, 
accepted his award as the 2016-2017 CCW Scholarship 
winner. Alex waits to read his winning essay for the CCW 
members at the October meeting. Alex’s brother, Angel now 
attending Montini, is a recipent of the Bishop Blanchette 
scholarship. Angel also read his essay. 

1. The Grace of Prayer

2. Peace

3. The conversion of sinners

4. The prevention of abortion

5. Those who are in any form of 
addiction

6. The grace to know and 
appreciate the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass

7. Vocations

8. For the daily reading of the Bible

9. Increased frequency of the 
reception of the Sacraments

10. The increase of prayer groups 
and cenacles

11. Acceptance of our own cross 
and complete surrender to Jesus 
Christ

12. Deliverance from the devil

13. The Grace of Fasting

14. The infirm, the aged, the sick 
and dying 

15. The poor, the hungry and the 
homeless

16. The poor souls in purgatory

17. For our priests

18. For our family and all families

19. For those in pilgrimage and all 
travelers

20. For our own intentions

20 Intentions for the 
2,000 Hail Marys CCW Awards Scholarship

I am ALIVE not to bemoan my weakness, but to be 
happy in my strengths.

I am ALIVE to try my best and leave the rest to God. 

Rev. Richard Calek
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St. Isidore Parish is blessed with an active community of Liturgical Ministers 
who place their time and talent at the service of the liturgical assembly. 

Liturgical Ministers 

TAKING COUNT By Barb Mendralla
Photo by Bill Archer

Here are the number of ministers for the eight weekend 
Masses:

• Mass Coordinators – 28

• Altar Servers – 82

• Lectors – 108

• Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Eucharist – 228

Liturgy Coordinator Sue Entwistle has the daunting task 
of coordinating the schedules for all these ministers. Three 
times a year Sue emails all the ministers for any dates they 
are not able to serve in the coming months, as well as any 
other requests such as Mass changes or requests to take a 
break from a ministry. She then compiles this information 
from all the ministers and creates a master schedule for 
each Mass time. 

In addition to scheduling, Sue trains the ministers. One 
new lector and two new Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Eucharist attended the most recent training for new 
ministers which was held in August – and all three new 
ministers are teens. The next formal training will be in 
the spring, but Sue is “willing to work in a private training 
before then, especially for 7:00 AM Mass”, as there is 
a need for additional Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion. Altar servers are also needed for 7:00 AM 
Mass. 

Besides the formal training, liturgical ministers are 
provided a handbook. Sue, as well as all ministers, are more 
than willing to answer questions and provide support as 
needed. 

It’s not enough that only some parishioners are actively 
involved as liturgical ministers. As stated in the 
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy from the Second 
Vatican Council, “The Church earnestly desires that 
all the faithful be led to that full, conscious, and active 
participation in liturgical celebrations called for by the very 
nature of the liturgy.” Liturgical ministry is an excellent 
opportunity to answer the baptismal call to serve one 
another and utilize the talents and gifts God gave you. 

Can we count on you?
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Council of Catholic Women 
By the Numbers

By Michele Miller
100

Current number 
of active members

10
Number of events 

planned and/
or hosted by the 
CCW outside of 

meetings
$7,500

Amount of scholarship 
money the St. Isidore 

CCW has provided for 
students at SIS since the 
scholarship’s inception 

in 2002

60,000
Pounds of food the  

Neighborhood Food 
Pantry purchased with 

CCW’s 2016 donation – 
raised at the CCW’s St. 

Joseph’s Day Table 
this past March

54
Number of years 

the CCW has hosted 
the St. Joseph’s Day 
Table at St. Isidore 

Parish

28
years running for 
the CCW Holiday 

Craft Show 

$2,020
Amount of money raised 

by baking and selling cookies 
at the CCW Cookies For Kids 

bake sale in April – which 
was sent to the Nyumbani 

Orphanage in Kenya

$10,000
Amount of money 

CCW gifted to other 
organizations and our 

parish during the 
2015-2016 year

For more information, please contact Valerie Calvente 
through the parish office or ccw@stisidoreparish.org

1 and 59
CCW has members who 
are in their first year of 

membership and in their 59th 
year of membership – and 

everything in between!

35
Estimated number 

of other ministries at 
St. Isidore in which  
the CCW women 

participate 

9
monthly meetings in 

the CCW year 

Number of mandatory 
meetings -

ZERO
Infinite

Number of reasons 
to activate your 

membership in the 
Council of Catholic 

Women
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You are welcome, 

We’re Glad You’re Here
When you come to Mass on the weekend, do 
you feel like you’re in your own place?  It is, 
you know!  This is your other home—where 
you visit with your heavenly Father.  

There are several ways of feeling “at home”. Have you 
tried the Hospitality Desk?   Do you need a question 
answered? Some directions given? That’s where you can 
get information about Religious Education Classes, Adult 
Formation, and occasionally, permission slips for extra-
curricular activities for RE students, or pick up a bulletin 
from last week when you were out of town. There is usually 
a staff person at that desk who can answer your question 
or will direct you to someone who will find the answer. 
There are extra envelopes available there. If you are hearing 
impaired that’s where you pick up the listening devices. 
Did you want a Football Mania card? Want to play three-
on-three? Sign up for the Dinner Dance? A school parent is 
often there to help you. Have you thought about becoming 
a lector or Eucharistic Extraordinary Minister (EM)? Give 
us your name and you will be contacted.  

On one weekend a month, there is a member of the Parish 
Council at that desk to Meet and Greet you.  If you have a 
question, suggestion or concern that needs to be addressed, 
that’s the person to ask. They will bring your matter to the 
full council which meets monthly.

By Angela Orlando

The desk is staffed before AND after Mass, although you 
might have to fight your way through the throngs in the 
Narthex who visit with all their friends and neighbors.  

And that’s a good thing! Such a good thing that 
every month, you might have noticed that after our 
celebration we are now enjoying longer visits at our 
Taste and See refreshment tables with cookies and 
juice at our anticipation Masses, or donuts and coffee 
at the conclusion of the morning liturgies. It is staffed 
by members of one of our many ministries. And by the 
way, this was begun because a parishioner suggested it 
to a staff member. Those comments and suggestions are 
heard and discussed and, if possible, put into practice.  

YOU are St. Isidore Parish! Are you invested?

Even if I had everything in the world 
that I wanted, where in the world would 

I put it? 
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The Long Road 

to Sainthood

The canonization of Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta has again drawn attention to the 
process of declaring a saint. To many, her 
canonization seems obvious; the Church, 
however, takes seriously its obligation to 
do this right, and that means following a 
procedure that has been in place for nearly 
eight hundred years.

“M” Answers: 

1. Moses  2. Mark  3. Melchizedek 
4. Mary  5. Matthias  6. Michael 
7. Martha  8. Malchus  9. Matthew 
10. Miriam

The process begins in the home diocese of the candidate 
for sainthood. It begins no sooner than five years after 
death, unless the pope waives some or all of this time. 
This is done to ensure that the candidate’s popularity is 
not merely a passing fancy. If the local bishop agrees with 
the request, he applies to the Vatican for permission to 
proceed. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
assesses the case; if it has no objections, the candidate is 
known as a Servant of God.

The bishop then gathers evidence of the Servant’s holiness 
in life and convenes a tribunal to examine it. Approval here 
sends the case to the Congregation for the Causes of the 
Saints. The evidence is reviewed by a commission in that 
body, and with its support, the matter will be presented 
to the pope for his approval. The pope then declares the 
Servant Venerable.

The case then waits for its first miracle. (For martyrs, this 
is not necessary; proof of martyrdom is enough.) When a 

miracle is claimed, it is investigated in the diocese where 
it took place to rule out all alternative explanations. This 
step is rigorous; if the supplicants had also appealed to 
the Virgin Mary, it cannot be proven that the Venerable 
Servant was the one who interceded here. When a miracle 
is substantiated locally, it is reviewed in the Vatican. The 
pope then declares the Servant to be Blessed.

Beatification permits official veneration locally (the 
Servant’s region or religious order), and then all wait for a 
second miracle. Assessment of this second miracle is like 
the first, and if it is approved by both the local bishop and 
the Vatican, the pope can then canonize a new saint.

Canonization does more than guarantee that this person 
is in heaven, interceding for the faithful; it brings the 
veneration of the saint to the universal Church, including 
feast days, Masses said in the saint’s honor, churches 
named for the saint, even the use of the halo in artwork.

By Michael Fassbender

Name the six books of the Bible 
that start with the letter “M”

Maccabees 1  Maccabees 2 
Micah  Malachi 
Matthew  Mark

“The giving of love is an education in itself”.
Eleanor Roosevelt
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Start of the School Year

Busy Times! By Mike Yerly, Director of Development

Fr. Clive delivered the blessing, 
Principal Cyndi Collins gave the 
word and 8th grader Maggie Wiatr 
rang the original St. Isidore School 
(SIS) bell from the 1920s to officially 
open the 2016-17 school year on 
August 26.  Rainy weather didn’t dampen 
the spirits of SIS students who, along with their 
parents, gathered in the Ministry Center for the 
traditional ringing of the bell. Our enrollment 
this fall is 256 students.

SIS Welcomes Two to 2016-17 Teaching Staff 

Ms. Sara White joined the SIS teaching staff 
as the new second grade teacher when school 
opened, her first teaching position after 
graduating from Bradley University with a 
BA Degree in Elementary Education.  She has 
additional certification with a Language Arts 
Endorsement (Middle School), and did her 
student teaching in Catholic grade schools 
prior to graduation. 

Mrs. Kim LaLonde 
has joined the staff 
at St. Isidore School 
as a preschool 
aide following 10 
years of education 
experience, seven 
of which were in 
Catholic Schools. 
She earned her 
BA degree from 
Eastern Illinois 
University.

All Day Preschool Answers 
Parent Demand

SIS is now offering all-day preschool! 
Principal Cyndi Collins said that the 
decision to expand the school’s half 
day preschool to full day for three 
and four year olds is in response to 
demand expressed by current school 
parents. In a survey conducted last 
fall, among parents with students in 
grades K-2, more than 65 per cent 
indicated they would use a full day 
preschool.

Mrs. Collins said that parents can have 
their child attend half day sessions 
(8:00 am – 11:00 am) three or five half 
days, mornings only. Those needing 
full day preschool will be required to 
have their child attend five days per 
week. Preschool students will still also 
be able to attend before (7:00 am until 
start of school at 8:00 am) and/or after 
school care (2:55 pm until 6:00 pm) at 
St. Isidore as well.

Ms. Katie Bocek and Mrs. Jeanine 
Theobald are St. Isidore’s preschool 
teachers, with Mrs. Pam Martin and 
Mrs. Kim LaLonde, as aides.
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“Chips & Chili” Major New Fund Raising Initiative

Fund raising is critical for any Catholic grade school in this day and age. It is no secret that tuition 
and fees and subsidies from our parish do not cover the entire cost of an SIS education. In addition, 
the Diocese of Joliet requires that a portion of the school budget must be attained through “third 
party sources” – which means fund raising. 

As a result, the St. Isidore School Board and Principal Cyndi Collins announced last spring that a 
major new event had been added to the school’s annual fund raising efforts, the 1st Annual “Chips 
& Chili” Casino Night and Chili Cook-Off, which was held Saturday, October 15, in the Ministry 
Center.  

Poker, blackjack, roulette, craps and bingo were the games of choice, with winning attendees able 
to exchange their chips for 
raffle prizes.  

Contestants in the chili 
cook-off segment of the 
evening vied for attendees’ 
votes for a $100 first prize 
and “bragging rights” 
as the top St. Isidore 
Chili Chef for one year. 
Winners of the chili cook-
off were Reynaldo and 
Arlene Magsanoc for their 
“Hawain Heat” recipe.   

This year’s School Board 
President Jennifer 
McFadden said that the 
event evolved out of several 
months of brainstorming 
on the part of school 
board members, parents 
and faculty members to 
create a school, parish 
and community event intended to help augment the school’s annual major fund raising efforts: a 
bi-annual Children’s Clothing & Equipment Resale, the 3-on-3 basketball tournament and its major 
initiative, an annual Gala/Auction Dinner Dance. These collectively raise upwards of $100,000 
annually to support school operations.

“We rely heavily on fund raising events so that we can keep tuition in check and provide an 
affordable Catholic elementary school education for our local community,” Principal Collins 
explained. “These events allow the school to provide the critical educational resources that the 
annual operating budget, tuition and parish subsidy cannot accommodate.”

Lead me not into temptation; 
I can get there by myself.
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St. Isidore is a prayerful 
community that responds to 
peoples’ petitions both from 
within and outside of the parish. 
Needs, intercessions, hopes and dreams are offered by those believing in prayers and 
the healing power of Christ. 

People call in, email or text the names of loved ones, others in the parish or the stranger in need of prayer. Special 
needs are always accepted, as well as  the intentions in our Parish Intention Books and from ministries that serve 
the parish and Church in the world. We especially want to pray for those who cannot forgive themselves and others.

Our prayers provide a net that catches all who are in need and are held in the minds and hearts of others who 
embrace them with prayers.

The St. Isidore Prayer Angels are dedicating time and the witness of love of neighbor in this generous and heartfelt 
effort. Many thanks to each and every one of them. Prayerfully consider joining this ministry. If the answer is yes, 

call the Parish Office and ask for Sue Entwistle.

Prayer

By Deacon Terry Cummiskey

A Catholic Response 
to Others Needs


