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Easter
First Scrutiny for some of our RCIA candidates.

A BASIC
MATH
PROBLEM

1 41
23 3
4 24
56 8
7 50
89 9
3 16
21 0
4 33
25 2

This mathematical equation takes you
from Lent to Pentecost
Number of days in Lent

+

Number of popes named Benedict

+

Number of children who saw the vision of Mary at Lourdes

+

Number of days recorded in the Bible for creation

÷

Number of purple candles in the Advent wreath

x

Number of people Jesus met on the road to Emmaus

+

Number of popes named Francis

+

Number of times Peter denied Jesus

+

Number of disciples present at the transfiguration

+

Number of loaves of bread multiplied to feed the 500

-

Number of Gospel writers

= Number of days in the Easter season

We’re called to be witnesses,
not lawyers nor judges.
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Breviary?
Liturgy of the Hours?
Divine Office? Morning Prayer?
By Angela Orlando

If you stick around after the 7:00 a.m. Mass during
the week, you’ll find a cadre of people who pray the
Liturgy of the Hours, often accompanied by one of our
parish priests. Most Catholics do not pray these prayers
and many do not even know that they exist. This is the
only official Liturgy other than Mass by the Church.

The Church developed for eight prayer
times: lauds, prime, terce sext, none, vespers,
compline and the night office. Jesus’
crucifixion took place at Sext (noon or sixth
hour) and his death at NONE (ninth hour) or
three o’clock in the afternoon.

Wait, how did we not know this?
The practice of daily prayers grew from the Jewish
tradition of reciting prayers at set times of the day. In the
Old Testament, God commanded the Israelite priests to
offer sacrifices of animals in the morning and evening.
After the temple was destroyed, prayers were offered at
fixed hours of the day— a selection of psalms, readings
from the Torah and hymns evolved. The scriptures are full
of “(they, He) went to the Temple to pray”. The Apostles
passed down the practice and eventually the prayers were
developed in monasteries and standardized as the practice
spread. The Western Church developed forms which
differed from the Eastern Church but most of the prayers
are similar in form and times since they originated in
scripture.
St. Benedict modeled his Rule on those prayers which
came to be called the Divine Office. More prayers were
added and standardized with the Psalter for the psalms,
a lectionary for the Scripture reading for the day, and a
hymnal for singing. Monasteries and cathedrals would
have all the books in place. Then lay people, praying away
from these buildings, needed a more portable version. The
Breviary filled that need with one volume developed after
the Council of Trent with the blessing of Pope Pius V. Pope
Clement VIII and Pope Urban VIII made some changes.
Popes Pius X and Pius XII reformed the Breviary; the most
recent revision was by Pope John XXIII in 1960. Vatican
II simplified the canonical hours to make them more
accessible for the laity. Today, the Liturgy of the Hours
consists of 4 volumes divided into the Church Seasons.
There are condensed versions, including cell phone apps,
which are used by most participants.

Currently, priests are required by canon law to pray the
entire Divine Office each day; permanent deacons are
required to pray morning and evening hours. Vatican II
challenged the Christian Laity to take up the practice.
Since Lent of 2013, several parishioners pray the Liturgy
of the Hours after the 7:00 am daily Mass. (The directive
is before first light but adapted to the ability/needs of the
laity.)
The Office of Readings consists of a hymn, the Glory, one
or two psalms, the antiphon (a passage from scripture),
a passage on a saint’s martyrdom or a passage from the
documents of Vatican II, a concluding prayer and a short
closing verse.

http://divineoffice.org/

Readers note: The article about the Parish App, includes the Divine
~3 code
St.inIsidore
Parish
office (free). You can also get to it using the QR
the article.

FR. TONY’S TEACHING MASS
Story and photos by Bill Archer

On February 24, Fr. Tony returned to
St. Isidore to celebrate a special Mass. It
was not a run-of-the-mill Mass, and if you have a hard
time sitting through the fifty minute Sunday version, it
may not have been for you. But in truth, it was for you,
probably it was just what you need.

1

Before we start, I need to get
dressed for our celebration

He opened by telling us that, after retirement, he spent
some time in a monastery in the hopes of figuring out
what was next for him, whereupon he came to realize
that there was no next. His calling was to continue
doing what he has been doing throughout his lifelong
ministry. So he has returned to parish work, teaching
and attending to the masses, small m.
This was his teaching Mass. Fr. Tony spent two hours
teaching and celebrating. Two hours went by as quickly
as the proverbial fifty minute version, but chock full
insights leading to a deeper understanding about the
Mass and about our Faith.
If you would like to catch a video of the Teaching Mass,
Check out St. Isidore on Facebook and also available on
our website.

2

3

Almost have all my garments on

Now I’m ready
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St. Isidore ESL Program

Ten Years and Still Growing
By Bill Archer
Photos from the ESL teachers and
Lisa and Rich Muegge, (original co-leaders of the program)

Maureen deWaard, Joan Fletcher, Barbara Filipski,
Sue Giacobazzi, not pictured Joan Lowe

January 2015 marked the tenth
anniversary of the ESL (English as a
Second Language) Program at St. Isidore.
That’s a decade of helping adults improve their language
skills, develop social skills, and form friendships in a
nurturing one-on-one environment.

Maureen deWaard and Sue Giacobazzi are the co-leaders
of the St. Isidore ESL Program. Thirty tutors and six
substitutes work with 34 students in two separate classes,
each held once a week. Maureen shepherds the Wednesday
classes, held from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. in the Church
Narthex, the Large Meeting Room, and the lower level of
the Parish Office. Sue shepherds the Thursday classes from
7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. in three of our school’s classrooms.
A typical meeting includes gathering for prayer and oneon-one tutoring time. Lessons consist of conversation,
vocabulary, grammar, and writing. At the beginning of
each year, students are asked to list their goals, and these
are addressed throughout the program. Sue says that while
our tutors are “enriching students with language skills, the
students, in turn, enrich the tutors’ lives. ESL is not just
for Spanish-speaking students, as we also have students
in the program from Albania, Ukraine, Russia, Pakistan,
and Japan. Many students return to the program every fall;
the relationships the tutors and students have developed
over time has helped to further each student’s English
communication skills.”
The People’s Resource Center supports and mentors the
ESL program with tutor training, textbooks and materials,
testing and feedback, and emotional support.
Tutors make a commitment to teach the Wednesday
or Thursday class from September to May. Many have
volunteered for more than four years because they find
this ministry so rewarding. There is no requirement to be
a certified teacher; in fact, one tutor is still a high school
student herself.

ESL students who have become citizens and their
tutors.

Some of the ESL tutors

If you think ESL Tutoring might be the ministry for
you, either as a tutor or adult student, contact Lisa
Puclik, Director of Human Needs Ministries at the
Parish Office, (630) 295-6890 or sign up on the Human
Needs page of the parish website. All a tutor needs
is a good command of the English language, the
willingness to help others, and the ability to commit to
once a week tutoring during the school year. Oh yes,
you’ll also need the willingness to make and become a
new friend!
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St. Isidore School Alumni Program
By Ane’ Berg
Photo from Rick Ahern

St. Isidore School (SIS) is on a search for their past “Cyclones”!

It has been a challenging assignment for Mike Yerly, SIS Development/Advancement Office. Until now
there has been no formal method in place, when students graduated from 8th grade, for them to stay
connected to their first school home. As alumni, most of us understand the importance “of staying
engaged at some level with our school, be it through financial support, volunteer support, recruitment
support and promotion of the school,” states Mr. Yerly. “Alumni financial support will play an
extremely important role in the continued success of St. Isidore School as the gap between what tuition
covers and the cost of educating a student continues to grow.”
The Class of 1984 and parishioner, Gus Serio, got the ball rolling. Continuing efforts included past
student data from spreadsheets, computer discs, Facebook, word of mouth and parent and student
networks. Currently more than 1,000 student alum’s
information since 1937 are being maintained by Mike
Yerly.
The school Gala Auction Dinner Dance on February
21 was attended by alumni (a large number of current
school parents are alumni) and all had a chance to
electronically bid at the Grand Raffle and the silent
auction. This year at the dance the first Distinguished
Graduate Award was presented to Rick Ahern, class of
1986. He received a certificate from the National Catholic
Education Association and a lapel pin. A plaque will be
designed and displayed in the school with Rick’s name
and the names of future winners.
Mr. Yerly spoke to last year’s 8th graders and invited them to stay connected to SIS and what their
“responsibilities” were as alumni of the school they spent 8 years or more. They were each asked
to donate $1.00 to the first Annual Alumni Appeal. The class of 2014 had 100% participation! This
year the class of 2015 will be invited to have their names added to the Annual Report, Honor Roll of
Donors, and the alumni database.
No formal events or meetings for Alumni are scheduled at this time while the search is on for all
Cyclones. You can help to preserve Catholic Education for students in the future and rekindle a good
memory in a former SIS student by passing on the opportunity to reconnect with their school and old
friends. Mike Yerly may be reached through St. Isidore School or mikeyerly@saintisidoreschool.org

Answer: A Basic Arithmetic Problem

This mathematical equation takes you from Lent to Pentecost.

God promises a safe landing,
not a calm passage

Solution.... 50
The equation works out like this:
40 + 16 + 1 + 6 ÷ 3 x 2 + 1 + 3 + 3 +5 - 4 = 50
Harvester Newsletter
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When you get to your wit’s end,
you’ll find God lives there

Signs of the Times
By Penni Cannova
Photos Bill Archer
We pass through much of our day not fully taking in the everyday aspects of our environment. I
know this is certainly true for me; whether I rush out to work, pull into a spot at the grocery store,
or hurriedly head into church, I do not fully observe the little changes taking place in my most
familiar surroundings.
On this last topic, perhaps you, too, had missed
what I had until recently: the cell phones signs
right off of the lot, asking us to please not talk
on our cell phones. With their presence finally
realized, it was time to harness the Harvester
to discover their origin and meaning. Mrs.
Cyndi Collins, principal of St. Isidore School
provided the most delightful discovery: the
work of students brought the signs to fruition.
Each year at St. Isidore School, the social
worker with the Leadership Team of
approximately sixteen 7th- and 8th-graders
work to carry out a service project which
fulfills a need within the school, parish, or
local community. In 2012-13, the parish staff
identified parking lot safety as one issue
of concern for our parish community. The
students embraced this challenge to find a
solution. They observed the morning dropoff and after-school dismissal processes
and created a Powerpoint presentation to
demonstrate methods to improve safety.
Moreover effective, January
1, 2010, the State of Illinois
passed a law that prohibits

drivers from talking on cell phones in school
zones. The intent of the law is to heighten our
alertness in those areas with children crossing
into the paths of cars, going in and out of their
school. The school zone at St. Isidore includes
the carpool lines of parents dropping off and
picking up students.
In 2013, the Leadership Team of students, with
their social worker, entered the Catholic Mutual
Annual Safety Contest, sponsored by the
Catholic Mutual Diocesan Insurance Company.
The team put together a new Powerpoint
presentation and a movie of themselves doing
the research in the parking lot, which they
submitted to Catholic Mutual. The kids won 2nd
place, a $500 prize! This amount covered the
cost of the cell phone signs.
So the next time you find yourself in the church
parking lot, may those signs remind you of
the zeal and effort of our students to bring
them to the campus. Even more, though, may
they remind us to remain
vigilant about their safety
as they walk, run,
dart or skip to
and from their
cars each day.
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RCIA DOES NOT END WITH EASTER
By Michael Fassbender
Photo by Bill Archer

For those of us sitting in the pews, Easter seems to conclude the work of RCIA
participants. For several months, we had seen them gather for blessings and
instructions at Mass; attending the Easter Vigil, we witness them receiving the
sacraments of initiation. The process seems complete.
In fact, RCIA does not end at Easter; its participants
continue to work together for nearly two months to
deepen their understanding of the faith and to strengthen
their connections to each other.
RCIA, or the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, begins
classes in September and continues through the end of
May. The subjects of these classes range from a review of
the Triduum to an overview of church etiquette. Much of
the time is spent in an examination of each participant’s
personal experience of the sacraments.
Each one had different reasons for entering into the
RCIA. Some are new Catholics, but others had been
baptized Catholics who needed to complete their
sacraments of initiation by making their First Eucharist
and Confirmation. In many cases, these are engaged
persons looking to complete their initiation in anticipation
of celebrating the Sacrament of Matrimony. Others are
teens preparing for their confirmation alongside their

The period
of continued
formation after
the EASTER vigil
reception of the
sacraments of
initiation is called
“Mystagogy”
(mis-ta-gó-jee).

First Scrutiny for some of the RCIA candidates
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peers, but for some reason, they had never made their
First Eucharist; these attend both RCIA classes and
confirmation classes, and while they are confirmed with
their RCIA classmates, they still join their peers at the
Confirmation Rite and receive a special blessing. With
all of these differences, the individual experience of the
sacraments varies substantially. Through discussion in the
continuing RCIA classes, they make it a shared experience.
During the final session, a presentation is made in which
all are invited to become active members of the parish by
joining a Ministry. A wide range of possibilities is given,
and although the selection of a Ministry is not mandatory,
many do participate.
Even when formal study ends, informal connections do
not. For example, when program facilitators see their
former participants at Mass, they stop to visit with them
in the Narthex. Part of the job of the RCIA is to welcome
new members into the community, and that part never
truly ends.

St. Isidore School

Welcome the 2015
RCIA Participants

Silent Fundraisers

By Michael Fassbender

By Tracy Locanto

RCIA prepares Catholics and new converts for
a variety of initiations, from a single sacrament
like Confirmation to a complete series
comprising Baptism, First Communion and
Confirmation for the catechumens.
Our Newest Members of the St. Isidore Family
by receiving the following sacraments at the
Easter Vigil:
Leobarda Chavarria – Holy Eucharist
John Corley, Jr – Confirmation
Nicoletta DiMaggio – Baptism, Holy Eucharist,
Confirmation
Tiffany DiMaggio – Baptism, Holy Eucharist,
Confirmation
Alexander Finnegan – Baptism, Holy Eucharist,
Confirmation
Peter Mancera – Baptism, Holy Eucharist,
Confirmation
Paulino Mancera – Baptism, Holy Eucharist,
Confirmation
Joselyn Montero – Baptism, Holy Eucharist,
Confirmation
Elsy Sanchez – Holy Eucharist, Confirmation
Yamileth Zagal Segura – Holy Eucharist,
Confirmation
Terry Seratt – Holy Eucharist, Confirmation
Raudel Silva – Holy Eucharist, Confirmation
Entering into “Full Communion” in the Catholic
Church as Baptized Christians by making
a “Profession of Faith” and celebrate the
Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist: Mark
Jones and Heather Zuccaro

There are a few silent fundraisers at St. Isidore School,
which help to support the operating budget.

Market Day
Market Day is a company that offers monthly food
options from meals to appetizers and convenience
food. They also offer specials such as pies and cookie
dough which provide an organization more fundraising
potential. Chairperson Debbie Isoda (yes, the same
awesome woman who co-chairs the auction with her
husband Randy) explained that this year the pickup
date and time have switched from Saturdays. Now you
can pick up orders on the first Thursday of the month at
2:30 pm at the Ministry Center kitchen. To make things
even more efficient, online ordering with credit card prepayment is available. Market Day also prepackages each
order for consumers. St. Isidore School families receive a
10% tuition credit for each of their Market Day orders. The
school also makes a small profit of about $700 to 1,000 per
year that goes into the operating budget.

Box Tops
Another fundraising program is the collection of Box Tops
(from food boxes of participating brands). Parishioners
send these into the St. Isidore school office and then
school lunch supervisor Mary Sue Fornari collects, cuts,
glues and mails them in. It is a very tedious and time
consuming job! RE also collects these box tops and Mary
Sue is kind enough to prepare those as well. The most
recently received check from Box Top collection was for
$1,229.00. The school had $970.00 and the rest was for
RE. This money is also goes toward the school operating
budget.

Campbell Soup Labels
Mary Sue also collects, cuts, glues and sends in the
Campbell Soup Labels. We save the credits we receive
from the labels and usually purchase catalog items for
the gym or outdoor equipment such as jump ropes, etc.
According to Principal Cyndi Collins, both the Box Tops
and Campbell Soup Labels companies are very picky
about how the labels arrive, so “we really appreciate all
Mary Sue does to keep these programs going.”
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STRENGTHENING OUR YOUTH

By Barb Mendralla

Many Catholics have the erroneous view that Confirmation is a sort of graduation
from Catechetical education. After speaking with David Heimann, Youth Ministry Director, I came to a

much greater appreciation for the depth of the Sacrament and how St. Isidore Parish prepares youth for Confirmation.
David shared that, as the last of the Sacraments of Initiation, Confirmation is a strengthening of the graces received at
Baptism. In order to achieve this strengthening, Confirmation preparation focuses in five areas:
Knowledge of Faith – Candidates increase their knowledge by learning the
basic beliefs about their Catholic faith in order to implement those beliefs in
their lives.
Spiritual Life – One way candidates strengthen their spiritual life is by
attending a Confirmation Retreat, typically held in early November at St. Mary
of the Lake in Mundelein. They are also required to attend Mass on Sundays
and Holy Days of Obligation, participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation
and attend a mid-year reflection meeting with their sponsor.
Prayer Formation – The teens are exposed to many different types of prayer
including the Rosary and prayer with music, so they can discover what form
of prayer best appeals to them. Because the Mass is our primary communal
prayer, St. Isidore hosts a TEEN MASS on the second Sunday of every month.
Candidates are required to participate as a liturgical leader at one of these
Masses.
Service Learning – The focus here is not on the number of hours of service,
but to understand why Catholics are called to serve others. Service projects are
done with the candidate’s Connection Group, their family and as individuals,
and allow the teens to learn the value of service and how they can use their
unique gifts to serve others.
Community Life – Jesus lived a communal life and as Catholics we are called
to do the same. David said that with teens coming from 15 different high
schools, it is important to take time to get to know each other. Connect Youth
Ministries provides many opportunities for teens to participate in social,
service and prayer communities.
As stated in Connect Youth Minstries Confirmation Handbook, “Confirmation
is not a requirement to be Catholic.” David added that some youth go through
preparation and then decide to postpone receiving Confirmation. The choice to
receive the Sacrament should be made by the young Catholic and for this reason,
St. Isidore Parish confirms youth in the 9th grade or older as it is believed they are
better equipped to make this mature decision.
You can learn more about the comprehensive Confirmation preparation program
by downloading the handbook at http://stisidoreparish.org/youth-minstry/
confirmation-program/
I have the strength for everything through him who empowers me
Philippians 4:13
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On Friday, May 16, 180 youth
will receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation. The Minister of
Confirmation will be Abbot
Dimas Kalcic, O.S.B.

Youth Ministry Director, David
Heimann, said that many
teens become more involved
in parish life after being
receiving the Sacrament of
Confirmation. They become
ushers, lectors, music minsters
and Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion. David
remembers how several years
ago, one young woman
and her family had not
been attending Mass. She
shared with her family what
she was learning about in
Confirmation Preparation
and convinced them to start
attending weekly Mass. In
addition, this young woman
saw the need to help with the
annual coat drive and ended
up leading it for several years.

Who me?

...Evangelize?

By Bill Tice

In 1975, Pope Paul VI said “the Church exists in order to evangelize”. Since
then we have heard much more about evangelization than before. St. Isidore
recognizes the importance of being a welcoming parish as part of the call
to evangelize. That’s a great starting point, but evangelization goes beyond
welcoming. After all, even a group of atheists could be welcoming. Let’s fast
forward from 1975 to Pope Francis. He said, “We cannot keep ourselves shut
up in our parishes, in our communities, when so many people are waiting
for the Gospel . . . It is not enough simply to open the door in welcome, but
we must go out through that door and meet the people!”
Although we may feel unqualified to evangelize, the following Scripture
provides great insight and guidance: “Always be ready to give anyone who asks
you for a reason for your hope, but do it with gentleness and reverence.”
(I Peter 3:15-16)
This passage can be divided into the following parts:
1.

“Always be ready” – we will evangelize more effectively if
we’re ready to do so. That doesn’t mean having every answer,
but having the willingness and desire. Some of us may begin
our day asking God to help us live that day in a way that’s
pleasing to Him. We can also add a specific prayer asking to
be open to whatever way that God might work through us.

2.

“to give anyone . . . a reason for your hope” – there are
two aspects here: First, there are very rock-solid reasons for
what we believe so we should continually try to grow in the
understanding of our Faith. This benefits both ourselves
and others. Second and quite importantly, others need to
recognize our sense of hope. Father Richard Simon defines
evangelization as simply telling others what God has done for
you. John Paul II said that our Faith is based on “the certainty
that God is alive, working in the present, changing lives”.
Many parishioners have experienced God alive and present
in their lives. It should be both nonthreatening and personal to simply
relate that to others.

3.

“. . . with gentleness and reverence”
– just as we don’t need to be wise,
clever, or more educated to be God’s
instrument, we don’t need to be
loud or emphatic either. The Holy
Spirit can work powerfully through
us despite our imperfections.
Evangelizing with gentleness and
reverence keeps the focus on God
rather than on ourselves.

Is Spiritual
Direction for
You?
By Carol Osburn
My dream is that everyone comes to
know and love Jesus and to follow
Him by doing the will of God. Of
all visible creatures only man is “able to
know and love his creator” He is “the
only creature on earth that God has
willed for its own sake”, and he alone
is called to share, by knowledge and
love, in God’s own life. It was for this
end that he was created, and this is the
fundamental reason for his dignity:...
CCC 356
Hello, I am Carol Osburn, a long
time parishioner here at St. Isidore.
I am a Spiritual Director (SD), who
was trained and certified at the
Cenacle of Our Lady of Divine
Providence, School of Spirituality,
in affiliation with Franciscan
University of Steubenville.
One way I’m living out my dream is
serving as a SD for folks who have
a deep desire to pray. (If you are not
sure, begin now by asking the Lord
to place a deep desire in you to pray;
He will!)
Spiritual Direction is a relationship
between the Holy Spirit (primary
director), the SD and the directee
(the pray-er or one who prays). The
SD helps the directee develop their
prayer life, as they learn to pray
with Scripture, listen to the Lord in
silence, and to learn to keep a prayer
journal. The SD facilitates (listens
to) the movement of the Holy Spirit
while listening to the directee, as
they share, in confidence, what they
sense happened during their prayer
times.
Is Spiritual Direction for you?
Contact Carol at carol.osburn@
gmail.com or my cell: 630-915-9185.
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GROWING OUR FAITH IN THE DIGITAL AGE
Welcome to the Catholic Media App from St. Isidore Catholic Church

In this app, you will find Catholic video and audio from
our Diocese of Joliet Digital Media Center for which St.
Isidore is a pilot parish (http://resources.s%sidoreparish.
org). This multi- media resource supports catechesis,
evangelization, spiritual growth, leadership training,
and ongoing faith formation. It includes teachings and
reflections from prominent Catholic theologians, teachers,
presenters, publishers, artists, authors and local Diocesan
clergy and staff. The content in our Digital Media Center
is curated with the guidance and approval of our parish
leadership.
The app also includes daily readings in print, audio
resources and news. You will find links to our Facebook
and Twitter accounts to allow you to keep up to date with
the latest local news and events.
The Isidore Now app is designed for all those seeking
a closer relationship with Jesus Christ in the Catholic
Church today.
Top Features
• Searchable database of over 2000+ Catholic media items
• Seasonal Catholic content for daily inspiration
• Access to video and audio of top Catholic presenters and
publishers

Scan this QR code with
your mobile phone or
tablet and follow the
prompts to download
the app!the app!

• New content added weekly - Check back often!
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