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4-1-1 Information, Please!
By Angela Orlando

new to the area and this is my first time in this church,
Q: “I’m
where do I go to find out stuff?”
come to the right place! The Hospitality Desk in the
A: You’ve
Narthex is the place to be.
On the east wall of the narthex, situated between the sets of main doors, you’ll find the Hospitality Desk and,
hopefully, many of the answers you need. At the top is
our goal: Discipleship through Stewardship. Between
the Pillars of Hospitality, Prayer, Formation and
Service are the St. Isidore Parish Vision, Our Mission
and information on our Parish Leadership. Sitting or
standing behind the desk after most masses, you will
find a staff member who can answer your questions
and if not, will take down your question and get an
answer to you in a day or two.
“What time are the Masses?” “Where do I go to
register?” “Can my children transfer to the school?”
Who, what, where and more are easily available and the
goal of the staff member is to welcome you and help
you become comfortable in your new church home.
“Once in a while I see more people are standing
around the desk, how come?” At least once a month
and sometimes more often, a Pastoral Council Member
is near the desk welcoming those entering. They say
Hi and often they can also answer questions but more
often, they take your compliments and (hopefully
not too often) your complaints. Those comments are taken to the Pastoral Council Meetings and discussed. If you’re
concerned, we are too.
The desk was set up six years ago when it became apparent that not everyone who attended weekend Masses knew of
all the ministries which they could join, or where to ask for help. On a recent weekend, there was seasonal information
on the Youth Advisory Council (YAC), the 5K Flapjack Race which benefits Neighborhood Food Pantries, sign-up forms
for Adult Formation Programs, Stewardship Brochures, Green Envelopes for the Capital Campaign, White Envelopes
for those who forgot their envelopes, and copies of the previous week’s bulletin. Seasonally, there may be information
on Masses celebrated by the Filipino community, trips for the teens, Day Away Retreats for Adults, Summer Bible
School, and a myriad of other programs and activities. Now, just what was it you needed to know?
Inquiring minds want to know. Now you Know!
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By Dorothy Jaskey

On the Road Again
ACCO (Jgs 1:31)
AI (Gn 12:8)
AR (Is 15:1)
ARAD (Nm 21:1)
BETHANY (Mt 21:17)
CRETE (AA 27:21)
JERUSALEM

JOPPA (AA 9:36)
LYDDA (AA 9:32)
MALTA (AA 28:1)
MEROZ (Jg 5:23)
MIZPAH (Jos 11:3)
MOAB (Dt 34)
RAMAH (2K 8:29)
ROME

Did you do any
travelin’ this summer?
Neither map quest nor GPS
would have helped you find
some of these places. All can
be found in your Bible. Try
finding them in the maze.

We cannot
remake who we are

but we can strive
to be the best that
God made us.

TABOR (Jgs 4:6)
TARSUS (AA 22:3)
TIRZAH (1K 14:17)
TYRE (Je 25:22)
UR (Gn 11:28)
UZ (Je 25:20)
UZAL (Ezk 27:19)
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When you feel you are
drowning in life – don’t worry –
your lifeguard walked on water
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By Penni Cannova, Photos Bill Archer

As we relinquish the last weeks of summer,
we sense the coming season with the changing
temperatures. Schedules re-impose themselves on each of

us as we turn our thoughts from summer days to fall plans. As a
parish, our Human Needs Ministries, under the direction of Lisa
Puclik, are eager to meet the needs of our surrounding community
as we look ahead to the holidays.
September is National Hunger Action Month. During the
weekends of September 19-20, and, 26-27, our Focus on Hunger
ministry team will ask parishioners to contribute to Thanksgiving
meals for our neighbors who are struggling this year. Like last
year, instead of asking for individual
turkeys and canned goods, it was found
we could work through existing food
distribution networks to reach the most
people in the most effective manner. For
a $20 donation -- though any amount
is joyfully welcomed -- St. Isidore can
utilize the purchasing power of the
Northern Illinois Food Bank, working
through the Neighborhood Food
Pantries, to purchase a Thanksgiving
feast for eight. The dinner features
turkey as the centerpiece, vegetables,
stuffing and gravy as the side dishes,
and a dessert to round out the feast. In
October, the donations will be tallied;
we’ll count those who expressed a need
for help in getting the holiday meal on
the table this year and place the order.
Once delivered to our parish, our team ensures the meals are taken
to the Bloomingdale Township Food Pantry and also facilitates a
and November 21, from 9:00 -11:30 am, at the
pick-up from Our Lady of Sorrows Parish in Chicago, which we have Northern Illinois Food Bank site in Geneva at 273
supported for many years.
Dearborn Court. Sign-ups for one of the 60 slots
available each day will take place during the
For those who may miss the wonderful camaraderie of sorting and
same weekends when donations will be collected
packing for the food drive each year, Lisa emphasized that it was
for the Thanksgiving Meal Boxes. We will work
a wonderful time of togetherness and giving, and worked well for
as a parish team to sort food -- and witness the
many years. Now, though, the number of recipients has grown, and staggering volume of food they distribute each
our team also found a problem: each year, despite having numerous day.
families register, less than 50% of those requesting help were coming
to St. Isidore to pick up their dinners. Various situations, such as a
Also, we can look forward this year at
lack of transportation or needing to work during our distribution
Christmastime to our Adopt-A-Family drive,
time, prevented them from picking up the very food we so very
the Giving Tree, as well as the Toys for Tots
much wanted to share with them. Having the food available at the
campaign that we participate in each year.
Bloomingdale Township Food Pantry allows families to pick up at a
With a new way of giving to our neighbors at
more convenient time and location.
Thanksgiving, and our traditions continuing
Also, to fill that wonderful need in ourselves to physically work
at Christmas, we have much to look forward
alongside each other to help our neighbors, our Focus on Hunger
to, and contribute to, over these most special
Ministry is coordinating two days of service, Saturday October 17
holidays.

Fall
Giving
at St.
Isidore
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Faith Formation

The Volunteers Behind the Scenes
By Barb Mendralla

Each summer we hear the announcement at Mass requesting
parishioners to volunteer as catechists for the kindergarten through
6th grade Faith Formation Program. But did you know there are
many more parishioners who volunteer behind the scenes?
Office Ministers are the “second hands, eyes and ears”
of the Faith Formation staff according to Vera Zielinski,
K-6 Religious Education Director. These volunteers check
attendance, telephone parents to confirm absents, assist
with mailings to Faith Formation families and answer
phones when needed.

escort students to and from their classroom when they are
late to a session or need to leave a session early. They also
serve as short-term catechists as needed.

Child Care Ministers look after the children of catechists
and other Faith Formation volunteers. They play games,
make crafts and watch movies with the children in their
care. Some parishioners would not be able to serve as
The office ministers also help with special projects,
catechists without having
including service projects,
child care available onsite.
and substitute for catechists
During special parent
when they are running late
or need to leave class early.
Catechists are still needed for the K-6 Faith meetings such as First
Reconciliation or First
Vera added, office helpers
Formation Program. No experience is
Eucharist, the child care
are sometimes called to
necessary and all materials are provided.
ministers look after all
be hospitality ministers
during events such as the
Can you answer the call of the community children whose parents
attend the meeting. Vera
reception following First
of St. Isidore to fulfill its promise to help
said this allows the parents
Reconciliation.
parents educate their children in the
to focus on the important
Catholic Faith? Contact the Faith Formation information shared during
Hall Monitors are stationed
in both the school and
Office at (630) 529-9191 to find out time
these meetings.
Ministry Center and they are
and grades that still need Catechists.
The Faith Formation Program
entrusted with the important
would not run as smoothly
responsibility of keeping
without these 50 parishioners serving in these roles. If you
the buildings secure. They ensure visitors call the Faith
feel called to serve in this ministry, place contact the Faith
Formation Office from the vestibule telephone before
Formation office at (630) 529-9191.
being buzzed into the school. Hall Monitors make sure
students get to and from the bathroom safely and will

A Call to Ministry!

Appreciation Celebration
More is
accomplished
by folding the
hands than by
wringing them.
~5 St. Isidore Parish

Patrons of the Vine

Hey! Do you see how beautiful it is around the parish grounds? Well, God didn’t
just plop all that beauty down here, although He certainly called upon the hands
that do.
Story and photos by Bill Archer
Those hands are supplied by our parish ministry, Patrons of the Vine (patronsofthevine@stisidoreparish.org ). The
group, led by head grape Julee Woodman, began two years ago. Julee had been recruited by Jim Leix, who had
faithfully cared for the grounds for many years. They certainly needed work, and Julee quickly found that one person
could not maintain the many landscaped areas. She put out the word that help was needed, and parishioners who also
cared and were able stepped forward.
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The “Patrons” consist of a core group of about fifteen
people who meet on the first and third Saturdays of the
month, working from 9:00 am to noon. They do whatever
is needed - weeding, planting, mulching and watering,
usually concentrating on one area at a time before moving
on to the next. They come because they want the parish to
look nice and their camaraderie makes the work pleasant,
getting even the big jobs done in short order. The age
range is early teens to many decades, and all have made
new friends through their efforts.

Take a quick walk around the grounds and see the results.
Even the islands in the parking lot have been cleaned and
planted. You may also have noticed the yellow tape used
to protect the yellow hostas that were planted in May. So
please always use the stone-lined pathways and let the
plants grow.
If you are interested in digging in the dirt with the rest of
the group, check out the SERVE IN MINISTRY link on the
parish website. Go to Buildings and Grounds, and then
look for Patrons of the Vine. You can also call the Parish
Office (630) 529-3045 and leave your contact information.
Julee (patron-ofthe-vine@att.net.) will cheerfully get back
to you.

Appreciation Celebration
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Class of 2015 Recognized for Achievements,
Joins St. Isidore Alumni Legacy
By Mike Yerly
The St. Isidore School Class of 2015 received their diplomas from Fr. Jim and Principal Cyndi Collins during graduation
ceremonies this past spring. The class was comprised of 16 young women and 15 young men, 20 of whom will be attending
local Catholic High schools this fall.
Impressive Academic Performances Recognized,
Scholarships Awarded
Recognized for their accomplishments during an awards
assembly the last week of school were: Natalie Kuchler,
Bloomingdale Character Counts Award; Ryan Martin
and Megan Lombardo, Diane Neary Christian Athlete
Award; Kailee Pearson and Adam Dau, St. Isidore
Christian Citizenship Award; and Meghan Frost, the St.
Isidore Christian Scholarship Award.
Ryan Martin and Natalie Kuchler also received fouryear scholarships to St. Francis HS for scoring in the
top 10 of all students taking the school’s entrance exam.
Additionally, a scholarship in memory of the late Chester
Sawko was awarded to Meghan Frost and Libby Prosch,
who will attend SFHS in the fall: $1,000 per year for each
of their four years of high school.
Our “mathlete” teams brought home impressive
“hardware” from scholastic bowl math competitions this
year, including 1st place trophies at Benet Academy’s,
Montini High School’s and St. Francis High School’s
Math Competitions; the Glenbard Math Contest and
others. Eighth grade team members included Justine

Ferrer, Genevieve Heydt, Connor O’Keefe, Michael
Sansone, Natalie Kuchler, Ryan Martin, Megan
Lombardo, and James Kovarik.
Natalie Kuchler took top honors in the St. Isidore
Geography Bee this year, and ultimately advanced to
the state competition.
Leadership Team
The St. Isidore School Leadership Academy this spring
organized a Birthday Party-In-A-Box as its major service
project, part of a local Humanitarian Service Project
which reaches out to impoverished children ages 3 to
11 who live in DuPage and Kane Counties by placing
special birthday packages in their hands on their
birthdays. St. Isidore students collected and brought
birthday favors to school (e.g. cake mix, frosting,
balloons, birthday plates, cups, candles, etc.). which
were boxed and gift wrapped by our Faith Families
in April, and along with other schools participating,
delivered to more than 900 children on their birthdays!
All in all it was quite a year for our latest group of
alumni.

Appreciation Celebration

You cannot fill
God’s shoes, but
you can follow
His steps. One
step at a time.
Harvester Newsletter
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People’s Resource Center

Partners in Addressing
Human Needs

By Bill Archer

One of the Seven Pillars of Catholic Social Teaching is a Preferential Option for the
Poor and Vulnerable. Addressing the needs of these poor and vulnerable in our community is the goal of the
Ministries within the St. Isidore Human Needs Commission. DuPage County, Bloomingdale Township, Neighborhood
Food Pantries, The People’s Resource Center, Catholic Charities, Loaves and Fishes, St. Vincent DePaul and Bridge
Communities are among the numerous local agencies and non-profits with whom we work in this mission. In this
article we will look at our relationship with The People’s Resource Center (PRC).

Located in Wheaton and in Westmont, the PRC is a grass roots, community-supported organization bringing neighbors
together to respond to hunger and poverty in DuPage County since 1975. Over 2000 volunteers donate their time at PRC
in an effort to meet our community’s needs – neighbor to neighbor. They serve over 9,000 DuPage families each year.
The People’s Resource Center is a lifeline
in times of crisis through their assistance
programs, including:
•

Food Pantry

•

Emergency Rent & Mortgage
Assistance

•

Clothes Closet

•

Financial Assistance & Social Services

Additional PRC programs help people create
pathways to self-sufficiency through:
•

Job Assistance

•

Computers and Training

•

Adult Learning & Literacy

•

Art Program

One of the main ways in which St. Isidore Parish benefits from working with the PRC is through our ESL
(English as a Second Language) Ministry. As with numerous other churches in the community, the PRC
supports and mentors the ESL program with tutor training, textbooks, materials, testing feedback, and
emotional support. This year marks the tenth anniversary of our St. Isidore program. That’s a decade of helping
adults improve their language skills, develop social skills, and form friendships in a nurturing one-on-one
environment.
Conversely, the PRC receives regular support over the year from the St. Isidore Community, particularly around
the holiday season.
During the Advent season at St. Isidore, we offer opportunities through the Giving Tree and the Toy and Coat
Drives for our parishioners to give those things that take funds
from a low income family’s precious financial resources. The PRC
is one of several non-profits we partner with in order to distribute
our gifts to the needy.
Additionally, numerous St. Isidore parishioners volunteer their
time to many of the various PRC programs mentioned above, and
the Youth Group occasionally volunteers at the PRC food pantry
as part of their service projects.
To find more about the People’s Resource Center, check them out
on Facebook or go to www.peoplesrc.org.
~9 St. Isidore Parish

CONNECT YOUTH

Summer
Mission
Our Summer Mission trip for teens was hosted by
Casa Romero in Milwuakee, Wisconsin. We spent
five days serving various institutions that help those
living on the margins.

Serving at “The Farm”
with the Hunger Task
Force, the overarching
organization that
serves the hungry in
the Milwaukee area by
supporting the local food
banks and soup kitchens.

Working on a house
in Waukesha, WI with
Habitat for Humanity.
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Just 5 Days

A five day program for
Junior High youth. The
program took place at
Lake Michigan Catholic
Elementary in St.
Joseph,Michigan.
One of the service projects
was to raise money and
donation for care packages
to soldiers overseas. Our
group collected $700,
bought, packed, and
shipped the care packages.

St. Isidore’s how does
your
garden
grow
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Spotlight on Our Parking Lot
By Michael Fassbender
For many, the parking lot at St. Isidore can be a source of frustration. It’s bad enough when parking
spots become scarce or the exodus after Mass becomes congested, but we have also had some real
hazards. Inadequate lighting has left some parts of the lot in total darkness during the early winter
nights, while drainage difficulties have left substantial standing water during spring thaws and
heavy rains. This summer, St. Isidore has performed some major renovations to address these needs.
In July, the focus rested on updating the lights.
As Director of Operations Dan Tobin reports,
photometric photography was employed to
analyze light patterns and ensure the best
placement of the new light fixtures, which will
now stand at the perimeter of the parking lot.
This offers the additional benefit of eliminating
the four poles that were occupying parking spots
in the middle of the lot, easing the difficulties of
parishioners parking in adjacent spots and of the
plowing crews after winter snows. The principal
goals here are safety, security and energy
efficiency. The new lights will surround the
lot with light while lowering costs and energy
consumption at the same time.

Resurfacing is not a part of this summer’s plan;
that is intended as the July 2016 project. The
sealcoating of the two chapel lots is a separate
matter. They were resurfaced last year, as a
part of the work done in the Capital Campaign.
In the main church lot, some patching will be
performed as necessary, but true resurfacing
will take place next year. This year’s work
will certainly lay the groundwork for the
resurfacing, but more importantly, it makes the
parking lot safer and more energy efficient.

The next project was the renovation of the
ten drains underneath the parking lot. Each
drain needed to be opened so that the natural
deterioration inside could be repaired.
Fortunately, no more than a five-foot hole was
necessary for each one, and the drains were
repaired sequentially during the week to ensure
a minimal disruption of weekday parking and
none at all for the weekend. The completion of
this project hastens the flow of water, clearing
out the parking lot more quickly.
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