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“Every single thing we know as Catholics comes from the Bible.”
“Many years ago, someone told me that you hear the whole Bible
in a year.” Neither statement is true but they are often repeated.
So, what is true?
How do we find what’s meant in the stories?
Why are some things we know and do at church not in the Bible?
Each week, we hear different scripture at Mass. We have a couple of ways to make sense of the
“stories” that are the readings at Mass. The first reading is usually from the Old Testament; the
second reading is from the New Testament and the Gospel will normally enlarge or enhance the
readings. It may even be the same story in a different time line. If Jesus quotes from Isaiah in the
temple, the first reading was likely from Isaiah in Old Testament. The two are linked. Making
sense of this is what Bible Study does. And we really don’t read the whole Bible each year. The Bible
is not just a sacred book, it is the very work of God which has direct relevance to our daily lives.
Here at St. Isidore we have several chances to learn the answers; while it is called Bible Study, it
isn’t the forbidding class of our youth. Yes, there is some reading before the session along with
some questions to stimulate your thinking. Then at each session, the discussion and video enhance
those readings.
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of this
the stories we
hear at Mass
is what Bible
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Some participants are Lectors—it certainly helps to know more about the
readings that you proclaim on the weekend. Some participants work with the
Rite of Christian Initiation—they are often dealing with people who come from
another denomination where Bible verses are the main parts of worship. Some
participants teach Religious Education classes—it helps to know your “stuff ”
when you deal with teens seeking answers. Some participants simply want
to know the Bible better. All the participants come from different education
backgrounds, different ethnic/family backgrounds and different ages. Imagine
the exciting conversations trying to decide what a single passage means.
Bible Study won’t make you a Bible scholar or a theologian but it will help you
to be a more discerning Lector, a more able teacher, a better sponsor and a
more understanding Christian. Come join us. Contact Leonor Carvajal,
lcarvajal@stisidoreparish.org or 630-295-8351.

By Angela Orlando
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Adult Faith Formation offers four different Bible Studies: on Monday nights a
dozen or so men and women gather on campus to get a better understanding
of what is in the Good Book; that repeats for a Spanish-speaking group on
Wednesday nights during the summer. Thursday mornings a group of women
work through their weekly lessons and finally, a group of men meet in a private
home each week.
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Our Church Building
+ + + Equation + + +
By Dorothy Jaskey

How observant are you?
Are you aware of your surroundings?
Can you do an arithmetic problem?
Here is an equation based on your knowledge of our church BUILDING…

Fill in how many:
____

Stations of the Cross

X ____

Processional candles

+ ____

Rooms in the church Building

+ ____

Glass images of a chalice

+ ____

Oils in the ambry

÷ ____

Bulletin boards

+ ____

Exterior doors

+ ____

Blue angels in window mural

– ____

Images of saints in Reservation chapel

– ____

Holy water fonts

– ____

Altar candles

____ = The age of the
church BUILDING
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The Positive Meaning of

SCARCE

To inspire people, through
education, to preserve and
care for our Earth’s natural
resources, while working to
build sustainable communities.

By Barb Mendralla

The word scarce typically has a negative
connotation as it means lacking or
inadequate. SCARCE (School & Community
Assistance for Recycling and Composting Education), a
nonprofit organization based in Glen Ellyn, will change
your mind about that word.
The mission of SCARCE is “To inspire people,
through education, to preserve & care for our Earth’s
natural resources, while working to build sustainable
communities.” Executive Director, Kay McKeen, started
SCARCE in 1990 as a way to recycle the many unused
textbooks she saw piling up at the school where she
taught. The next year she started the Book Rescue
program and the organization has flourished since.
SCARCE accepts donations, monetary and “stuff ”. Here
are a few programs where you can recycle unused items:
•

Ongoing Reuse & Recycle – Drop off all sorts of
items, such as water filters, keys, eyeglasses and
even bowling balls!

•

Book Rescue – SCARCE gives free books to
teachers and nonprofit organizations, including
schools, hospitals, orphanages and libraries in
more than 58 countries.

•

Tools for Schools – Give clean school items in
good condition – binders, chalk, folders, papers of
all kinds, envelopes and even DVD players – a new
home.

•

Super Crayons – Recycle broken, unusable crayons
and turns them into super crayons, which can be
used by children with special needs.

The best things in life
are not things.
Harvester Newsletter
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Educating the public is an important part of their mission
and SCARCE holds programs for teachers and scout
leaders. They are also available to come into schools
to teach students directly as well as other community
groups. They are often at village events, including the
Bloomingdale Farmers’ Market this past summer, where
they provided information on topics such as recycling,
composting and saving energy.
You may be wondering what this has to do with our
Catholic faith. Care for God’s creation is one of the seven
themes of Catholic Social Teaching. According to the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, “We are
called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in
relationship with all of God’s creation.” Keeping garbage
out of landfills by recycling items, helps us protect our
planet and each other.
Pope Francis challenges us further by saying. “Take
good care of creation. St. Francis wanted that. People
occasionally forgive, but nature never does. If we don’t
take care of the environment, there’s no way of getting
around it.”
Plan to attend the SCARCE Green Fair on Saturday,
September 30 at the DuPage County Fairgrounds
in Wheaton to discover ways you can care for God’s
creation. Visit www.scarce.org for information on
this event, lists of items they accept and many other
programs.

Dust to Dust
Funerary Practices in the Church
By Michael Fassbender
Photo Bill Archer

The death of a loved one is among the hardest trials that most of us will experience in life.
In the Catholic tradition, we recognize that
the ultimate disposition of the deceased is
not known to us, and so our funerary rites are
as much for the well-being of the departed
as they are for the comfort of the bereaved.
There are three stages in a Catholic farewell:
a vigil, a funeral service, and the Rite of
Committal.
The vigil is a prayer service conducted
alongside the secular tradition of the wake.
Like the wake, it takes place in the funeral
home, and the same decisions concerning
the disposition of the body apply, such as the
choice of open-casket viewings or closedcasket visits. This is the time for an informal
structure, family traditions, and the offering
of eulogies. In short, the vigil is the time for
family and friends to say goodbye in their own
ways.

Mass, opening with the reception of the body. The final commendation
of the deceased to God may be made at the end of the funeral, or in the
Rite of Commendation.
There are circumstances when a Funeral Mass may not be celebrated;
among other reasons, they are not permitted on certain holy days.
A funeral liturgy, without a Mass, may be offered instead. It is also
preferred that the funeral be held in a church with the body present,
but there are circumstances when this does not happen. The Church
would prefer to have a body instead of ashes, even when cremation is
the eventual plan, but a funeral can be held with cremains in a suitable
container.
The sequence concludes with the Rite of Committal, in which a body
is buried or a container of ashes is placed in a Columbarium. This is
not merely the Church’s earthly farewell, but also an appeal to God on
behalf of the deceased’s soul.

The funeral service, conversely, is the time
for the Church as a whole to act through
the leadership of the officiating priest. The
liturgy is more structured and solemn, and
eulogies are not meant to be offered here,
although some comments may be permitted
at the discretion of the priest; a more common
alternative is to have family members or
friends participate in the readings. When
possible, the funeral is part of a full Funeral
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Becoming One
Engaged Ministry
By Vicki Dau
Photos from
Diane Limanowski and Bill Archer

Have you ever heard
that “the wedding lasts
a day but the marriage
lasts a lifetime?”
Sadly, couples usually spend
more time planning for their
wedding day than for their whole
life together. At St. Isidore, we
offer the opportunity for engaged
couples to spend a Saturday
getting equipped to help their
marriage last a lifetime.
Started almost three decades ago,
St. Isidore wanted to provide an
alternative for busy schedules as
an alternative to attending the
entire weekend long Diocesan
Workshop. Becoming One is now
offered four times a year for
couples needing to fulfill this requirement for marriage in the Catholic Church.
Further, recognizing we are now in a time of living together before marriage as well as destination weddings,
we highly recommend attendance on this one day. The future husband and wife will receive tools that will
help them be as prepared as they can be to stay committed to a healthy marital relationship. Any engaged
couple is invited, whether getting married in the Church or not, Catholic or not. The purpose is not to judge
or convert, but to share experiences and offer practical tools while addressing the topics of communication,
decision making, problem solving, intimacy and spirituality.
We want couples to develop the mindset that when issues come up, it’s not IF they are going to work
it out but HOW. The engaged can hear how other married couples handle holiday situations, jobs and
careers, children, friends, money, in-laws, household responsibilities and faith sharing. The idea is to show
possibilities and let each couple decide what will work for them.

Each friend is a gift from a loving God.
Harvester Newsletter
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With the advances in technology, we are now able to benefit from
the wisdom of those couples who have presented over the years. We
are thankful for the groundwork laid by and the wisdom from Fr.
Jim (as an associate pastor here in the 1980s), Michael & Ann Hatt,
Frank & Sharon Zappa, Rick & Diane Limanowski and Jack & Bonnie
Sassmann. Deacon Larry & Sharon Migliorato and Ed & Jackie Hauser
currently benefit from the efforts of Tom & Vicki Dau, Jason & Maggie
Beatty and Kevin & Lisa Bialas.
This system must be working, as it is not uncommon that Tom and I
will see attendees over a year later who share that those eight hours
spent in the lower level of the chapel are still having an impact on
them. So raise your glass and say,“Cheers to a lifetime together!”

At St. Isidore, we offer the opportunity for
engaged couples to spend a Saturday getting
equipped to help their marriage last a lifetime.

History of
BECOMING ONE
at St. Isidore
Parish
By Diane Limanowski

The Becoming One Workshop
was developed in 1978-1979
by a committee of the Family
Life Office in Joliet. It was
modeled after the Engaged
Encounter Weekend that
was already in place as a
diocesan program for marriage
preparation. Becoming One
is facilitated by two married
couples from the host parish
(one “senior” couple married
10+ years and one “junior”
couple married less than 10
years) and a priest. When
Father Jim was assigned to St.
Isidore as an Associate Pastor
in June 1983, he already
had experience with Engaged
Encounter and Becoming One.
He brought the outline for
the Becoming One Workshop
to put in place here with the
first parish workshop offered
in February 1986. Marriage
preparation ministry launched
with some faces who are still
familiar in our parish today:
Mike and Ann Hatt, Frank
and Sharon Zappa, Rick
and Diane Limanowski and
Jack and Bonnie Sassmann.
The Workshop is a living
program that is constantly
being modified, as it should,
to address different issues that
come up in marriage and the
circumstances of engaged
couples today.
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Do You Get Enough to
Eat Every Day?
By Bill Archer

For many, even in DuPage County, the answer is “No”.
September is Hunger Action Month. Why is that significant? Because, according to the
organization Feeding America, over 68,000 DuPage County residents were classified as
food insecure in 2015 (7.3% of the population). Projections for 2017 are even higher.
Food insecurity refers to USDA’s measure of lack of access,
at times, to enough food for an active, healthy life for all
household members and limited or uncertain availability of
nutritionally adequate foods. Food insecure households are
not necessarily food insecure all the time. Food insecurity
may reflect a household’s need to make trade-offs between
important basic needs, such as housing or medical bills,
and purchasing nutritionally adequate foods.
To help draw attention to this situation, and to mark the
beginning of Hunger Action Month, St. Isidore Focus
on Hunger Ministry scheduled a Poverty Simulation in
cooperation with AmeriCorps VISTAs (Volunteers in
Service to America) and the Northern Illinois Food Bank.
Due to lack of participation this event was cancelled. A
minimum of forty participants was needed.

The Focus on Hunger Ministry here at St. Isidore focuses
on hunger as a whole and looks at ways our St. Isidore
community can make an impact beyond our current
ministries or in unison with them. To learn more,
visit: https://stisidoreparish.org/human-needs/hungerministries/
AmeriCorps is a national government-funded program
aimed to make poverty history. AmeriCorps VISTAs
are individuals who have committed a year of service to
working with an organization to help fight poverty in
America.
Northern Illinois Food Bank, a proud member of Feeding
America, is the source of nutritious food, innovative
feeding programs, and hope for more than 71,500 people
each week.

September is
Hunger Action
Month

For more information, visit: http://solvehungertoday.org/
Harvester Newsletter

~8

A Renewed
Ministry
for a Vital
Issue
By Penni Cannova

Harvester
A publication of St.
Isidore Church for all
registered parishioners,
so that they may share
in the vitality of our faith
community.
Fr. Clive, Martha Neville, Lee Lansford, Ken Voelker

To awaken to one’s Catholic conscience is to follow a path of deep
yearning and unfolding discoveries.
At St. Isidore, we are beckoned to engage in
the calling of Christ in our individual lives.
Several parishioners, following their own
hearts, recently renewed the St Isidore ProLife Action Ministry to express and support
what tugs at their own heart: the sanctity of
life from conception to its natural end.
Through the initial efforts of Ken Voelker,
who wished to renew the pro-life ministry
that had grown less vigorous than in the
past, the new Pro-Life Action Ministry
was reborn. Separately, Lee Lansford and
Bill Tice were concerned with getting the
message on the vital importance of life out
to all parishioners. When they discovered
their mutual calling, they met in early 2017
to map out this renewed ministry and invite
all parishioners into a deeper understanding
and action on this issue. Lee credits Ken
with breathing new life into the ministry.
The group has grown to 15 members.
The group heeds its tagline, from Saint John
Paul II’s The Gospel of Life, to: ‘in the name
of God: respect, protect, love and serve life,
every human life.’
Lee emphasized their mission was to take
the words of the USCCB Pastoral Plan for
Pro-Life Activities and put them into action:
“…we proclaim that human life is a precious
gift from God; that each person who
receives this gift has responsibilities toward

God, self, and others, and that society
through its laws and social institutions,
must protect and nurture human life at
every stage of its existence.”
Through prayerful reflection and meeting
together, they decided that they would work
to bring the pro-life message to the parish
in new ways. In their kick-off effort on April
30th, Father Dennis Paul delivered a strong
pro-life message. This also raised over $500
which was donated to the Father McGivney
Center of Hope & Healing for women who
made the decision to keep their babies
rather than abort. This talk was the first
of what they plan to be an annual event.
The group has also stood with the ProLife Action League with messages on the
sanctity of life and a prayerful presence at
clinics where abortion takes place. Be on the
lookout for their October event in support of
Respect Life month and plan to join in the
March for Life in January of 2018 in Chicago.
Pro-Life Action communicates with other
ministries within the parish on how to
engage parishioners further in this message,
one so close and vital to our Catholic
conscience. They also enthusiastically invite
all parishioners to consider joining them.
Lee particularly pointed out that they seek
members who wish to work to protect the
elderly, sick or incarcerated from unnatural
end of life policies.
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Class of 2017 Excels
2017-18 School Year to Add Unique New Programs
By Mike Yerly, St. Isidore School Development Director
The 2016-17 school year was one filled with impressive accomplishments and achievements by the Class of
2017, which graduated May 28. Here are some highlights from a very talented class which now adds 29 strong
to the St. Isidore School (SIS) Alumni roster:

•

Bloomingdale Character Counts –
Julia Ryan

•

President’s Award for Educational Achievement Robert Bansil, Katelyn Basel, Wesley Ittner,
Jamison Maloney, Julia Romero, Haley Schoder,
Nicholas Shute, Nathan Topp, Maggie Wiatr

•

Diane Neary Christian Athlete Award –
Noah Kuchler and Julia Ryan

•

St. Isidore Christian Citizenship Award –
Sean Barry and Julia Romero

•

President’s Award for Outstanding Academic
Achievement Grace Ahern, Sean Barry, Maggie Breyne, Nick
Felty, Keely Graf, Ethan Ho, Noah Kuchler, Sofija
Matonis, Julia Ryan, Joshua Schellinger and
Samantha Szewczyk

•

Athlete of the Year Award –
Amelia Arms and Josh Schellinger

•

St. Isidore Christian Scholarship Award Samantha Szewczy

•

VFW Patriot Pen Essay Winner –
Stephanie Macasu

•

SIS Spelling Bee Winner –
Keely Graf

•

St. Francis High School Scholarship for scoring
in top 10 on freshman entrance exam –
Maggie Breyne

Harvester Newsletter
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Unique New Enrichment Program to Further
Challenge St. Isidore Students in 2017-18
An exciting new program that will be introduced this
coming school year will find St. Isidore only the second
school in the entire Joliet Diocese to offer it. It has two
unique parts:
Defined as an enrichment program, in one part, all
students in grades K-8 will take part in a “push in”
segment. Specially trained current SIS teachers Lisa Conte
and Andrea Kuchler will be visiting classrooms weekly or
bi-weekly to facilitate “brain stretching” activities. The
goal is to encourage students to think more critically and
stretch their reasoning skills.
The other part of the program is a “pull out.” Students
that have been identified by a logical reasoning test and
standardized IOWA scores will be enriched in reading and
math. Grades 3-6 will be eligible for that with 2nd grade
possibly taking part during second semester.
Principal Cyndi Collins says that all St. Isidore students
in participating grades will be given the opportunity to
participate in one or both parts of this new educational
endeavor.

STREAM Event Also New for 2017-18
The acronym STEM is a major push in elementary schools
nationwide these days, standing for an emphasis on
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. Mrs. Collins
adds that St. Isidore has taken the program one step
further by adding an R (Religion) and A (Arts) to it when it
is introduced this coming school year. She says that while
many schools have moved to STEAM (adding an A for the
Arts), we’re adding the Catholic Component of R as well –
for Religion.
All students in grades K-8 will be working on a STREAM
project - some whole classes as a group, some in pairs,
some individually. The general idea is for students to find
something they question or “wonder” about, explore it, set
up some questions to research, do the research and then
create some type of project to demonstrate their knowledge
and what they’ve learned. The event will occur in April and
parents/guests will be invited.

Answer to

Our Church Building + + Equation + +
The age of the church BUILDING

37

14
X 2
+ 29
+ 4
+ 3
÷ 2
+ 13
+ 5
– 6
– 5
– 2

Stations of the Cross
Processional candles
Rooms in the church BUILDING
Glass images of a chalice
Oils in the ambry
Bulletin boards
Exterior doors
Blue angels in window mural
Images of saints in Reservation chapel
Holy water fonts
Altar candles

To help your counting there are:
Rooms (29)
1
1
1
3
2
1
1
2
1
4
6

narthex
nave
candle room
meeting rooms
sacristies
cry room
custodian closet [in cry room]
music rooms
pump room
bathrooms [2 in narthex, 2 in sacristies]
mechanical rooms [1 in cry room, 1 behind nave
music room, 2 near Reservation chapel, 1 in
ministers’ sacristy, 1 behind 14th station]
2 confessionals
1 reservation chapel
3 closets
Exterior doors (13):
3 at the sides
8 at main entrance
2 in front

Chalice images (4):
1 in front window mural
1 above entrance to nave
2 in reservation chapel

Holy water fonts (5):
4 as you enter
1 by side door

A committee of teachers worked this past year on planning
the projects and the new STREAM event.

www.stisidoreparish.org
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Knight of Columbus

History of the
Bishop Siegel Scholarship
In 1994 Bishop Siegel (then Father Siegel) was leaving St. Isidore as an
associate and as the Chaplin of the St. Isidore Knights of Columbus. To
honor Father Siegel, the Knights established a scholarship in his name. This
scholarship is given to a high school senior who is related to a parishioner
of the St. Isidore parish. The value of the scholarship at the start was $500.
The only requirement is for the high school senior to write an essay on a
topic picked by the Knights’ scholarship committee. Through the years,
the scholarship value has increased to the current value of $1,500. This
year’s topic was Evangelism, and
the recipient of the “Bishop Siegel
Scholarship” is Dan Defino who will
be attending Dominican University.
We are grateful that Bishop Siegel
has come back every year to make
the presentation of the scholarship
to the recipient.

By Tom Murray
www.stisidoreparish.org

