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Crisis Management
at St. Isidore Parish
Written by Bill Archer

The protection of our children and loved
ones looms prominently in the forefront of
our thoughts these days due to the recent
school shootings at Sandy Hook and other
locations across the country. What to do
when a mentally ill person attempts to
shoot their way into a school is a question
with which many are grappling. It is very
much beyond an easy answer. With that
in mind, we will look at some of the steps
being taken to protect our children and the
parishioners here at St. Isidore.
There are numerous other potentially dangerous situations
which occur with much greater frequency, and need also to
be addressed. Fire, tornado, sudden illness, train wrecks, bank
nkk
robberies down the street, and yes, even intruders, are some
of the issues for which the administration of St. Isidore
dore
Parish and local authorities have spent much time over
the years prior to the most recent tragedies developing
ping
a response. This response is simply called the Crisiss
Management Plan, which covers St. Isidore Church,
h,
School, and Youth Center (LINK). It is a living
document, undergoing constant review and routinee
revision.
A compilation of sensible precautionary measures;
its goal is the protection and safety of students,
parishioners, staff, and visitors to the St. Isidore
Campus. Its purpose is also to prevent, as much as
ddle of a room
possible, the picture of someone standing in the middle
with alarms ringing, or smoke billowing, or sirens blaring, while they are
waving their arms and screaming, “What do I do?”, “Where do I go?” or
“Who do I call?”
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Crisis Management

Do You Know?
DO YOU KNOW? Every building on the campus has an
evacuation plan and series of designated places to go. This
plan is accounts for all students and ensures that the building
is truly empty.
DO YOU KNOW? The students at the school and the LINK
regularly participate in drills so that all (students, teachers,
and staff) know what to do and where to go.
DO YOU KNOW? All staff maintenance personnel are
trained in the handling of gas/water/electricity utilities.
DO YOU KNOW? When there is a fire alarm in the Church,
the last thing you should do is drive out of the parking lot,
thereby blocking the entrances for Fire and Ambulance
responders. Fire alarms are rare, but fainting and illness at
Mass and the sight of an ambulance parked in front of the
Church is a common occurrence.
DO YOU KNOW? If the ushers tell you to leave the church, it
is time to go, whether Mass is over or not.
DO YOU KNOW? An intruder is a person entering the
school who does not check in at the office. This could be
you if you do not check in at the office. The presence of
an unidentified, suspicious intruder will result in a Hard
Lockdown and the calling of 911. In a Hard Lockdown all
classroom doors are locked.

DO YOU KNOW? There are readily accessible telephones,
which can be used to dial 911 directly.
DO YOU KNOW? There are cameras throughout the
campus which can monitor the movements of intruders and
the uninvited. They can also be used to help solve seemingly
mysterious crimes.
DO YOU KNOW? The opposite of an evacuation is
containment, or lockdown. No one is allowed to enter or leave
the building. Normally referred to as a Soft Lockdown, this
is put into effect in an emergency in which a child could be
in danger if they left the building. Severe weather or criminal
activity in the community surrounding St. Isidore would lead
to containment procedures. The question always in the minds
of the administration regards the safety of the children: “Is it
safer to keep the kids in school rather than release them?”
DO YOU KNOW? The ending of a lockdown and the release
of students to parents will be determined by the St. Isidore
Crisis Management Team after consultation with local fire or
police officials.
DO YOU KNOW? Emergency phone and email contact
instructions are included in the plan.
Parents and guardians will be notified where and when to pick
up their children after an evacuation or a lockdown.
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Welcome !
Written by Michael Fassbender
Photo Bill Archer

On April 1, St. Isidore will unveil its
new Welcome Program. Built with
the new parishioner in mind, this
program will offer both an individual
welcome and preliminary guidance for
participation in the parish.

Joining a new parish can be daunting. This is especially
true in a large parish like St. Isidore, where one person or a
small family can feel lost in a sea of faces. The first job of the
Welcome Program is to overcome that feeling. Participants
will offer our new parishioners a personal greeting to ensure
that they feel a part of our community. The new members
should leave the meeting with a sense of connection.
The second job of the program is to help them discover how to
build on that connection. Nothing cements new members into
the parish more fully than active participation, and there are
always plenty of opportunities. In this respect, the Welcome
Program builds upon previous efforts, namely Barb Tillman’s
“Called and Gifted” program and Tom Norton’s “Dancing
in Your Gifts.” Here the focus is on getting to know our new
parishioners and helping them to see where God’s gifts may be
leading them.
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Specifically, this program is designed to help those new
members who contact the parish for registration. The process
begins when they use the envelopes provided in the pews to
request more information; alternately, they can call the parish
office, or make arrangements in person with the people there
or at the hospitality desk. Our facilitators will give them a
checklist of materials to bring and set up an appointment. The
meeting will offer the new members personal attention and
an opportunity to discuss their interests and abilities. These
discussions will be accompanied by scripture readings on the
subject of using one’s gifts, and as the session proceeds, the
new members will be able to see particular ministries where
they can make a strong contribution.
The Welcome Program is in the final phases of testing. It has
received feedback from the priests, from parish administrators,
and from volunteers from the parish youth. If you have any
questions, or if you would like to participate in this program,
please contact Lisa Puclik at Human Needs (630 529-3045).
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The Easter Season
brings forth beautiful
blossoms of spring flower.
Our parish worship spaces are
adorned with flowering plants.
Each is God’s majesty. The
flowers enhance the prayerful
environment of our parish.

Written and Photos
by Dorothy Jaskey

Responsible for the care of all the plants are
three devoted parishioners – Anita Pinquinto,
Trini Leonardo and Susan Tan. This special
ministry is accomplished with love and
dedication.
Faithfully they water the plants, but only when
these gentle creations are “thirsty”. Too much
water can be harmful to these tender ones.
Therefore, it is very important that only these
ladies take care of the plants; they know just
what the plants need. Too much can be as bad as
too little.
Anita, Trini and Susan give glory to our
Heavenly Father and Creator by caring for His
blossoming handiwork.
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Written by Angela Orlando
Photo by Bill Archer

Extreme Unction?

or...Are You Ever Old !

A couple of months ago, someone mentioned Extreme Unction:
those “under 30” in the room, asked what the heck we were
talking about. If you’re of a certain age, you remember it as the
seventh and final sacrament but it
has come a long way in the Catholic
Church.
In the very early Church, St. James
talks about it. 5:14-15 “Is any among
you sick? Let him call for the Elders
of the church and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord; and the prayer
of faith will save the sick man and
the Lord will raise him up; and if
he has committed sins, he will be
forgiven.”
For many years, in both the Eastern
and Western Church, anointing
those at the point of death was
the custom. That’s where the
term “Extreme Unction” came in,
Extreme meaning gravely ill and
Unction referring to the oil. The
sacraments of initiation are Baptism,
Eucharist and Confirmation; so too,
at the end of life there was Extreme
Unction. The dying person received
Reconciliation, Eucharist (Viaticum)
and Anointing with oils—a three for
one event. The Holy Oil is blessed
each year during Holy Week by the
Bishop at the Cathedral of the local
diocese.
Early in the last century, it was
referred to as Last Rites but still
included the three sacraments.
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After Vatican II, in the Roman Rite, the sacrament of Anointing
of the Sick became the term and was given to those who are old
and frail, extremely ill or having serious surgery. The Catechism
of the Catholic Church states that
you don’t have to be at the point
of death to receive the sacrament,
which involves being anointed on the
head and hands with the Holy Oil
and the prayer, “Through this holy
anointing may the Lord in His love
and mercy help you with the grace
of the Holy Spirit. May the Lord,
who frees you from sin, save you and
raise you up.” Only a priest or bishop
may administer the sacrament.
Because the sacrament of Penance
was included, it used to be private
with just the priest and the ill person;
now the community, (mainly family
and close friends) are encouraged to
surround the person.
If or when the person recovers, it is
possible to once more receive this
sacrament should illness strike again.
It’s no longer a once in a lifetime
(or only close to death) sacrament.
And often, those who recover tell
that this was the turning point of
their recovery. It is a spiritual gift
of the Holy Spirit but can and often
does bring physical healing as well.
No longer called Extreme Unction
or Last Rites, now it is truly the
Anointing of the Sick

Who What Where

The Passions of Jesus is recorded in all four Gospels. Recognize
the following clues to discover the final triumph.
Spice from Nicodemus
Place of Judgement
Sprig with the wine soaked sponge
Slave of high priest
Valley
Denied Jesus
Found no fault in Jesus
High priest
Stone Pavement
Helped carry the cross
Place of the Skull
Garden of betrayal
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Reflections on Stewardship

Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB, Archbishop of Vancouver
I am a recent convert to the spirituality and practice of stewardship. And everyone knows
how converts are: enthusiastic, sometimes failing to understand why others don’t share
their new-found treasure – whatever that treasure may be. They repeat themselves and
perhaps even “go over the top.”
That’s the way I feel about stewardship.
It is such a wonderful gift for renewal that touches the heart of Archdiocesan life. Putting
God first in our lives by practising stewardship deepens our faith in a way that we never
dreamed possible.
Individuals and families who practice stewardship struggle as all of us do: to make a living,
to juggle income with expenses and to respond to the increasing demands placed on our
time and talent. But the commitment to be good stewards makes all the difference.
By cultivating a spirit of gratitude, instead of resentment, and by practising generosity
instead of measuring out exactly what is owed to them, good stewards experience a freedom
from want and care that is truly liberating. By letting go of their dependence on the things of
this world, they receive back a hundredfold from a provident and loving God.

God’s Gifts are for Sharing
from Our Sunday Visitor
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“Therefore, I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of the soil which
you, O Lord, have given me. And having set them before the Lord, your God, you shall
bow down in his presence” (Duet. 26:10). Turning toward Christ calls us to recognize
that all we have is a gift from God, and to respond to the gift with gratitude.
The U.S. Bishops say it this way: “It is important for us to share our money and all
of our material possessions for two reasons: first, because all the good things that
God has made (including money) are meant to be shared, and second, because each
of us has a need to give. Why do we need to give? We need to give our money to
individuals and families in need, to the Church, and to other worthwhile charitable
organizations because giving money is good for the soul and because we need to
return thanks to a loving God for all of the many blessings each of us has received.”
(Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, p. 67).
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24/7 Prayer Project
Written by Barb Mendralla

Each year St. Isidore parishioners are asked to share their stewardship commitments for time,
talent and treasure. The commitment card states, “Stewardship begins in prayer and leads
to action.” In Fall 2011, the parish implemented the 24/7 Prayer Project to strengthen the
prayer aspect of stewardship. This ministry gives parishioners access to the church any time of
the day for prayer.
At one time, churches were able to leave their doors unlocked so parishioners could stop by and pray at their
convenience. Sadly, we no longer live in those times, but still need to pray. For people who do not have a
designated prayer place at home or who just feel closer to God when they pray in a sacred place, the 24/7
Prayer Project can fulfill your needs.
The parish is concerned about the security of the church facilities and the safety of the participants, so they
have established procedures to access the church. You gain entrance to the church to pray by obtaining an
access card from the parish office during regular hours (8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Monday – Friday and 9:00 a.m.
– 12:00 p.m. on Saturday.) The daytime card from the office is for temporary use and needs to be returned to
the office when finished.
If you wish to pray in the church at other times, you will be issued an access card for entry. Participants are
required to sign an agreement and pay $5.00 deposit for this card.
According to Deacon Terry Cummiskey, there are approximately sixty people participating in the 24/7
Prayer Project currently. He shared that one person stops by daily on her way home
from work to pray, while another parishioner comes in the early morning to
Pray without ceasing. In all
pray while most of us are asleep. Still another person prays immediately
circumstances give thanks, for
following morning Mass. Deacon Terry said the common thread
this is the will of God for you
among the participants is they have made prayer a devoted ritual
in Christ Jesus.
in their daily routine.

1Thessalonians 5:17-18

Participants are asked to use the Eucharistic Chapel as the
designated prayer space, unless Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament is taking place in the main body of the
church. In addition, liturgies and special services such
as funerals take precedence over personal prayer
time. Deacon Terry said no prayer materials are
provided so participants are free to pray however
they choose, but are asked to include the needs of
the parish in their prayers.
Contact Deacon Terry at (630) 295-8350 for more
information on the 24/7 Prayer Project or stop by
the parish office to obtain a participant agreement.
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Off to Mission Again
Interviewed by Deacon Terry
Photos by Gerad Zajac

St. Isidore parishioner, Gerard Zajac, decided to go on another Diocese
of Joliet Mission to the Philippines, which left on January 28th and
returned on February 16th. Gerald said, “It is amazing that even
though I missed last year’s mission, how so many people I met two
years ago still remembered me!”

“

After our arrival, we visited the homes that we recently built
and observed how people arranged them for their comfort. The
house we built was for a lady named, Felicitus Palada and her daughter,
Remedios. It was the same basic styled house we built before. The only
difference is that it was raised off the ground four feet to help protect
it from flooding, during the monsoon season. The outer shell of the
house is a new material, called marine plywood.
We also constructed 10 beds for the children, so they can sleep up off
of the floor. Saturday we went to the barrio of Bayobay, where the
Oikos Sisters feed some 140 children over a six month program. With
just that one meal a day, you can see that the children are looking more
nourished than when I was here before.
I can’t forget all the doctors, surgeons and nurses and the hard work
they do helping people. Three nurses, two doctors and a neurologist
worked in a 25’ by 30’ room seeing three patients at a time. People
come from as far as eight hours away: by boat or bus to get the care.

”

Gerard said that he couldn’t believe how fast
the time goes while working those two weeks!
How close you get to the Filipinos we help and to
the other mission members we work with. It is a
good feeling helping and serving others; one that
I will always remember.
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The Sacrament of
Reconciliation
Written by Barbara Tilman
Photo by Bill Archer

In the sacrament of Reconciliation we obtain
from God mercy and pardon for having
offended Him as well as reconciliation with
God and his Church. As the greater body of
the Church, we are all offended by sin.
After the resurrection, Christ sent the Spirit to the apostles
and commanded them to forgive the sins of others. That same
Spirit allows our priest to forgive our sins.
When we go to Reconciliation, we take time for real soul
searching and then take a step towards a more holy life. We are
reconciled with God and the Church once again
By soul searching, we closely review the Ten Commandments
in terms of today’s life. We look at the Works of Mercy,
corporal and spiritual. We use our conscience, not based
upon what we think is OK, but rather upon what our Church
teaches.
Although each of us acknowledges our sinful actions, we also
share in the sinfulness of society. Pope John Paul II explained
in a speech to the United Nations General Assembly in 1979
that we must support the fundamental rights of the common
good including, among many others, the right to life, the right
to develop oneself in a moral society and the right to religious
freedom.

Who What Where

puzzle solution

Clues to discover the final triumph,
Resurrection
M Y R R H
P R A E T O R
H Y
M A

As serious Catholics we have a responsibility to be well
informed on both our personal sinfulness and our societal
sinfulness. We need to determine how we can best change
those sinful ways. We then go to God through our priests in
confession, asking for forgiveness. We are given absolution
and reconciled with God and the greater Church.
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ST. ISIDORE School
NEWS

Written and Photos
by Tracy Locanto

The national theme for Catholic Education Week was “Catholic
Schools Raise the Standards.” It was celebrated in January, keeping
with the St. Isidore mantra “Teaching the Heart of the Matter.” The
week kicked off with a student Art Fair and display of 7th grade
Science Fair projects. Students also enjoyed an all school skating
party, a prayer assembly, the Wheel of Wisdom game show, and
class theme days. There was also a Family Mass and potluck dinner.
The traditional Teacher Raffle collected over $1,500 which was donated to
Feed My Starving Children and to Catholic Charities in the Joliet Diocese.

Students prepared for Lent by participating in an all-school service project to
support the Neighborhood Food Pantry. Students donated money from their
families and from their own piggy banks to help purchase food for the hungry
in our community. So far they have raised enough money for 104 shopping cartss
of food.

The Your St. Isidore Auction successfully raised over $7,500 for
the School Improvement Fund. This Fund seeks to improve school
technology and other educational equipment, while keeping tuition
more affordable. Thanks to the auction committee and everyone who
participated to make this a fun and productive evening.

The Spring Children’s Clothing and Equipment Sale was a success for the
school and the community. The $7,300 profit
will support the School Improvement Fund.

Check out and “Like” the new St. Isidore
School Facebook page created by Director
of Development Mike Yerly. Find out what
is happening at the school and connect with
alumni.
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What My St. Isidore School Means to Me
I am glad that my parents are letting me attend St. Isidore
School because I can learn about my religion. If I went to a
public school it wouldn’t cost as much, but I wouldn’t be able to
learn about Christ. St. Isidore costs money but is worth it. I like
all of the teachers and staff. They know me as a person and care
about my growth, education and safety. Everyone at St. Isidore
makes sure that all of the students are safe.
We use cool technology like laptops, tablets and mimeos. These
make learning fun and enjoyable. There is a computer program
called Aleks. It has really helped me with my math skills.
In gym class, we play games such as prison ball, pin dodge and
jaws. These games are all team building and a lot of fun for our
class. We also get to go to a lot of field trips. I know my class
likes to go to a place called “Feed My Starving Children.” It is
fun because we are having a good time and at the same time,
we are changing people’s lives. Another field trip that our class
went to was the Cathedral in Joliet. Retreats are also very fun
because they bond our class together as one.
Once you enter first grade at St. Isidore you will be reading parts

at our mass on Wednesday. The
grades take turns preparing Mass.
The teachers give out readings,
openings, closings and petitions for
the kids to read. It is a good experience for all of us to speak in
front of the church.
When you enter fifth grade you will be able to participate in
the school play. Grades 5, 6, 7 and 8 all get to be in it. It is very
exciting and it helps you make new friends not just in your grade
but other grades too.
Sports also start in fifth grade – volleyball, basketball, and
track. I played basketball and my coaches (parent volunteers)
were great. It was fun to play sports with my classmates.
When you are in sixth grade like me, you will be able to be in
the Live Nativity. It is really fun dressing up and putting on a
Christmas show for the school and parents.
I am looking forward to moving on next year to the 7th grade
Science Fair and retreats at the Link.
Photos by Mary Ellen Graf

Kitchen
Dedication
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A Reflection on Standing Firm in
the Year of Faith
Written by Bill Tice

In this Year of Faith, nurturing and strengthening our faith must become top priority.
Our culture was once compatible with a Christian lifestyle, but is rapidly becoming openly hostile to Christianity.
Catholic institutions violate the law now for refusing to provide services that our Church teaches to be immoral.
Until recently it would have been unthinkable for a major political party’s platform or local and national politician to
explicitly support same-sex marriage. We’ve been intimidated into passively “tolerating” mindsets, attitudes, and even
laws which directly oppose what Jesus teaches through our Church.
Why are we so afraid to “offend” anyone when our culture is so
unafraid to blatantly offend Christians, especially Catholics?
Can we remain oblivious to what is unfolding? Should we respond
with anger, frustration, or “what’s the use”? No! The starting point
is for everyone to ask ourselves who we really believe Jesus is and
examine our relationship with Him. All, like Peter, must answer the
question ‘Who do you say I am?’ Jesus explicitly claimed to be God,
to be the Savior. He backed it up as no one else ever has by His
Resurrection.
Are you convinced of who Jesus is and the meaning of His death
and Resurrection made present at every Mass? If so, let’s resist
what Pope Benedict Emeritus calls a “dictatorship of relativism”.
Relativism denies absolute and objective truth, defining truth as
“what’s true for me”. That may sound appealing, but it’s actually
anti-Gospel. Since Jesus claimed to be the Way, the Truth, and the
Life, let us reject popular sentiments (even among many Catholics)
that all paths to God are the same. Unsure or uncomfortable with
that? Gaze at the crucifix. Would Jesus have undergone that if it
wasn’t necessary for us to have hope of salvation?
Our Faith’s core isn’t merely “spirituality”, “values”, or “being a
good person”, all which might be practiced by non-Christians or
even by atheists. The core is Jesus. So let’s regain a fuller sense of
mission as Jesus wants us to understand it. He’s calling everyone to heartfelt conversion and commitment to Him. As
we experience Him personally, we’ll be more clearly motivated to evangelize by explicitly proclaiming the Person/
teachings of Jesus to others. All of us are called as missionaries at home, work, or school. Our wholehearted response is
the only sufficient antidote to present anti-Christian trends.
The prayer for our RCIA candidates applies to us too: ‘Stand, O Stand firm, and see what the Lord can do!’ During this
Easter season ask God for courage, boldness, and inspiration to respond however He guides you.
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A Legacy Remembered
Written by Ryan Griffin

From son of a police officer to former leader of
Catholics, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI has
become a unique part of our church history
with his resignation. When looking at the
legacy of Benedict, one must not look only at
the eight years he served as Pope but at his
entire religious life. He helped to guide the
Church but as Cardinal he shaped the Church
we know today.

Joseph Ratzinger was born in April 1927 in Bavaria, Germany
of humble beginnings. From a young age he wanted to be
a cardinal after admiring the distinctive clothing of the
Cardinal Archbishop of Munich. After growing up in wartime
Germany, Joseph entered the seminary and was ordained a
priest with his brother on June 29, 1951.
As a priest, Joseph had a strong devotion to education,
working his way through various academic institutions ending
in March 1977 when he was appointed Archbishop of Munich
and Freising. A few months later in he was named Cardinal
Priest by Pope Paul VI.
In 1981 Cardinal Ratzinger was appointed Prefect of the
Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith by Pope
John Paul II. A year later resigned as Archbishop of Munich to
take up his new post to Cardinal Bishop of Velletri-Segni. In
this position, Cardinal Ratzinger was in charge of defending
and reaffirming Catholic doctrine on an array of issues
including inter-religious dialogue. From 2001 he also onwards
led all Church investigations into accusations made against
priests.

After the death Pope John Paul in 2005, Cardinal Ratzinger
was elected Pope and chose the name Benedict XVI. During
his pontificate he raised 851souls to beatification and 45
canonized to be saints. He downsized the Roman Curia, the
administrative arm of the church. One of Pope Benedict’s
focuses was continuing to improve relationships with other
religions. One of the main things Pope Benedict will be
known for is his significant emphasis on his apostolic ministry
by receiving many high profiled visitors to the Vatican. He
made several trips around the world like his predecessor.
One of his last achievements was being the first Pope to join
Twitter to which he regularly tweeted.
Pope Benedict chose to resign from the papacy out of respect
for the office not wanting his declining strength to hinder
the progress of the Church. Pope Benedict will be known as
Pope Emeritus. While he will live out his remaining years in
solitude, his legacy and imprints will be left on the church and
the millions of the Catholics he inspired during his papacy.
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KofC Pancake
Breakfast

A ro u n d O u r Pa r i s s h

Stations of
the Cross

A ro u n d O u r Pa r i s h
Harvester Newsletter

A ro u n d O u r Pa r i s h
~16

A ro u n d O u r Pa r i s h

Parish
h Mission

A ro u n d O u r Pa r i s h

A ro u n d O u r Pa r i s h

Photos by Bill Archer and Barb Mendralla

