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Spotlighting our
teachers at
St. Isidore School

First grade teacher Debbi Ryan helps a
student with a difficult word problem.

Sue Samonds is teaching her
junior high math class.

Kathy Jaworski helps her junior high math class
with a difficult problem.
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Think Spring
Springtime is planting time. Be it flowers, trees, herbs, vegetables, garden work
becomes a priority at this time of year. Holy Scripture records a multitude of references
to plant life.
Fill in the blanks with vegetation word in the following quotes from the Bible. Here are
clues to help: aloes – almond – apples – dill – figs – grapes – grass – hyssop – lily – mint
– myrrh – olive
1.

…In wine he washes his garments, his robe in the
blood of _________________.
(Genesis 49:11)

7.

He shall be like a vine that sheds its grapes unripened,
and like an __________ tree casting off its bloom.
(Job 15:33)

2.

All flesh is like __________________and all its
glory like the flowers of the field…
(1 Peter 1:24)

8.

On one branch there are to be three cups shaped like
_____________ blossoms….
(Exodus 25:33)

3.

Like golden _________in silver settings are words
spoken at the proper time.
(Proverbs 25:11)

9.

Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites, you
pay tithes of _________and ________and cummins…..
(Matthew 23:23)

4.

I will be like the dew for Israel: he shall blossom
like the _____________
(Hosea 14:6)

10. So they put a sponge soaked in wine on a sprig of
___________.....
(John 19:29)

5.

…..for people do not pick ___________from
thornbushes…..
(Luke 6:44)

6.

Nicodemus, the one who had first come to know
him at night, also came bringing a mixture of
___________and __________......
(John 19:39)
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Hopefully you noticed the invitation which ran for several weeks on
the Human Needs pages of the bulletin which requested donations to
begin a new Lenten service project. “A pot, some dirt, and a few bucks” asks that

individuals donate a three gallon nursery pot, a twenty pound bag of potting soil and some money
for a tomato or pepper plant. Donations were collected on the third and fourth weekends of March.
Considering the harshness of the past winter and the late arrival of spring, it is still not too late to
make a contribution.
Conceived from the idea of living the concepts of
charity and advocacy, the project applies the proverb
“if you give a man a fish, you will feed him for a day,
but if you teach him to fish, he can feed himself for a
lifetime”. By partnering the St. Isidore Organic Garden
Ministry with the Neighborhood Food Pantry (NFP), “a
pot, some dirt, and a few bucks” allows for both to happen.
Initially, guests of the Resurrection Neighborhood
Food Pantry will be offered the opportunity to receive
their own pot, dirt, and vegetable plant along with
instructions on how to successfully grow and harvest
its fruit. This small gift allows them to have a personal
hand in positively changing the circumstances of their
situation…forever. The recipient guests will be invited
to pay this forward by providing some of their harvest
to the NFP so that others will benefit as well.
Our Organic Garden harvested 1,746.25 pounds of
vegetables and herbs last year. Everything from tomatoes,
eggplant and zucchini to parsley, sage, rosemary and
dill (sorry, no thyme) was donated to NFP guests. It
is “organic” because vegetables and herbs are grown
without using fertilizers or pesticides. Instead, manure
and compost material are used to add nutrients to the soil.
Besides being environmentally friendly, organic crops
contain fewer toxins and are healthier than if they were
grown conventionally.

A Pot,
Some Dirt, and
A Few Bucks
Written by Bill Archer and Lisa Puclik

Unfortunately, while our Organic Garden grows larger
every year, so does the need. In fiscal year 2013, the
Neighborhood Food Pantries served 3,281 families with
food assistance.
It is probably safe to say that St. Isidore was an organic
gardener. What a better way to celebrate Saint Isidore,
the Patron Saint of farmers, than to keep the fertile
ground of our parish community growing healthy food
for our neighbors through the “farmers” of our Organic
Garden ministry and through your gifts to the “a pot,
some dirt, and a few bucks” Lenten service project.
If you would like more information on this project, the
Organic Garden or Neighborhood Food Pantry please
contact Ane’ Berg or Lisa Puclik at the parish office
(630) 529-3045.
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Two councils work with Administrator Tom Norton to advise Fr. Jim in setting the
mission, vision, and core values of our parish. These are the Parish Council and the
Stewardship Council. For many parishioners, the distinction between the two is a
mystery. Both councils provide leadership, but the Parish Council sets the parish
vision and creates the parish mission. The Stewardship Council focuses mainly on
assuring that our parish ministries focus on our core values: hospitality, prayer,
formation, and service.

Two Councils
Two Different Roles
Written by Michael Fassbender

Parish
Council

To achieve our parish vision, the Parish
Council creates our parish mission
statement and sets long-range goals,
which govern the everyday activities of
our parish ministries. Our mission and vision statements
direct all parish ministry activities, which are carried
out by the four commissions (Worship, Formation,
Human Needs and Administration), each of whom has a
representative on the parish council and whose work is
reviewed by the Parish Council.

Stewardship Council operates
Stewardship The
within a different framework.
Its role is to encourage and
Council

facilitate the active participation
of St. Isidore’s parishioners in stewardship spirituality.
Ultimately, this means exploring what true disciples
of Jesus do and learning how to live as disciples. This
involves informing parishioners about ways to deepen
their appreciation of God’s gifts and to give back to Him
in turn. Most parishes do not have a council-level body
dedicated to Stewardship, but our vision statement called
us to establish it: “A parish where all are welcome, all are
invested, and all are disciples building the Kingdom of
God through the generous sharing of time, talent, and
treasure.”

Th

A parish as large as St. Isidore is bound to have complex needs. Both councils
help to serve those needs, approaching them from different angles while doing
the work of the same Spirit.
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Art and Environment

Congratulations YAC Our Sacred
The last issue of the Harvester
Space
was the creative endeavor of
our parish teens. The Youth
Advisory Council (YAC)
took on the responsibility of
publishing a Harvester that
reflected their many activities.
Guiding and directing them
in this venture was Kathy
McGourty, Assistant Youth
Ministry Director. Her
enthusiasm and leadership in
working with the youth made
that issue of the Harvester
extra special.

THANKYOU
MUCH BELATED THANK YOU
Hate to bring the memory back, but this has been
one ugly winter with cold, cold, cold temperatures
and snow, snow, snow and even more snow. Our
parish grounds suffered greatly with that weather.
But thanks to the dedicated maintenance crew,
our parking areas and walking paths were
continually plowed and shoveled. These men
worked in the wee hours of the morning and late
into the evening.
Under the outstanding leadership, perseverance
and commitment of Director of Operations, Dan
Tobin, our parish campus successfully coped with
Mother Nature’s fury. Working with Dan were
David Zielinski, Mark Stevens, Bob Majkszak and
Mike Stefanic.
Thank you, gentlemen!

Written by Ryan Griffin

Every weekend
we come to
Mass at our parish to celebrate our faith
in our worship space. It can be taken for granted

that as the Church seasons come and go, our worship
space transforms with them. In Lent we see violet, Easter
is white. While knowing the colors of the seasons may be
easy, much planning and work makes it so.
At St. Isidore we have a dedicated Art & Environment
(A&E) team that makes our worship space beautiful.
The one thing you may not know, however, is that these
people don’t just show up and move flowers around or
decorate a Christmas tree. Several times a year the A&E
team meets in the Church during the week to debrief on
past seasons, to see what worked well, and what did not,
and then plan the next season. This process comes from
not only the ladies and gentlemen in the room but from
feedback we have received, from both our parish leaders
and parishioners at large.
Being reared at St. Isidore, I have had the privilege to
grow up with the A&E Team. Art & Environment is not
just another committee in our parish, we are a family.
Over the years many people have come and gone but we
all have one thing in common: our dedication to use our
gifts and talents to make each Church season something
special. A&E works to make sure that the church space is
not just a location to come to worship but an atmosphere
that allows you to feel the joy of going to Mass and the
change in the liturgical season.
During the Easter Season you have a great opportunity
to see the hard work A&E puts into our worship space.
Beginning with Palm Sunday and continuing through
Holy Week, our worship spaces will go through four
distinctive transformations. Months of planning go
into this sacred season. If you have time to volunteer
and would like to help beautify our worship spaces
throughout the year, please call Dorothy Jaskey
at (630) 307-0872.

~5 St. Isidore Parish

Making a
Difference
Written by Tom Murphy
Photos by Bill Archer

Just like the mail, the Knights of Columbus have been able to continue their work
through the fall and winter despite the weather.
In September, the Knights of Columbus held their annual
Tootsie Roll drive. This year the Knights were able to raise
over $8,000 to distribute to worthy organizations in the
community that work with the intellectually challenged.
It is the Knights’ continual commitment to help these
organizations with our drive.
With the help of the St. Isidore community, the Knights
though the Baby Bottle drive were able to raise over $5,000
to contribute to the Father McGivney Center of Hope
and Healing in Chicago. This center is sponsored by the
State of Illinois Knights of Columbus. Its purpose is to
provide care to women with difficult pregnancies, through
provision of transitional housing, spiritual nurturing, and
needs of mothers and their children, all in accordance with
the teachings of the Catholic Church.

The Knights also took pleasure in sponsoring and
running the Breakfast with Santa. It is such a joy to see the
children’s eyes as they approach Santa. With the help of
Hank Steermann, many families were able to take pictures
with Santa. The families also enjoyed a great breakfast.
In our endeavors the Knights want to make a difference
in our church and our community and we would like to
thank our St. Isidore family for their continued support in
our activities.
On March 2, the Knights sponsored a blood drive and
23 pints of blood were donated to Heartland Blood
Center. The goal was 49 units donated. Watch for an
announcement of the next blood drive.

As you know this winter has been extremely harsh and
the need for coats in this community is great. The Knights
were able purchase various sizes of coats for children
which were donated to the Village of Bloomingdale.

www.stisidoreparish.org
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Patrons of the Vine
Written by Barb Mendralla
Photos by Julee Woodman

With St. Isidore the Farmer as our
namesake, it is no wonder one of our
newest ministries involves being good
stewards of the land. Patrons of the Vine was started
by parishioner Julee Woodman to help beautify and
maintain the parish landscape.
Julee, the banjo player in the St. Isidore music
ensemble, felt called to use her gardening talents
at the parish. She is an avid gardener and her
neighbors joke that instead of a green thumb,
Julee has two green hands. But even with
that talent, Julee realized it would take
many more hands to adequately plant
and maintain the parish grounds.
Some parishioners who were already
helping around the grounds joined
Julee in spearheading this ministry.
They were pleased with the initial
sign-up of volunteers and held a
kick-off meeting in early April to get
to know each other and discuss some of
the “ground rules” of the ministry.
Julee shared that more volunteers are needed
because of the large size of the St. Isidore
campus. There are some areas that will need
to be completely cleared out, redesigned and
planted.
One of the many benefits of this ministry is
people can fit it into their schedule when they
have the free time, whether it be weekdays,
evenings or weekends. It is also a fun,
active way for families to work together,
teens to obtain service hours, and for
people who don’t have a space to garden
where they live, to get their gardening fix.
No gardening expertise is needed to join the
ministry. People with a desire to learn more about
gardening are welcome to join Patrons of the Vine and
will be paired up with experienced gardeners. Stop by
the hospitality desk after Mass or contact the parish
office at (630) 529-3045 to become part of this ministry.
After the long, cold winter we had, what better way to
enjoy the warmer weather than to become a Patron of the Vine.
~7 St. Isidore Parish

ST. ISIDORE School

Spotighting our teachers

Written and photos
by Tracy Locanto

Principal Cyndi Collins enjoys
the 8th grade students vs.
teachers volleyball game.

Brian Sheehan, 7th grade home room
and Junior High Religion and Social
Studies teacher, works with students at
Feed My Starving Children. Students in
grades 4-8 packed 166 boxes which is
71,712 meals and also collected $1,800
for this Lenten school service project.

Kindergarten teacher Maryellen
Neal teaching in one of the new
all-day Kindergarten classrooms.
Maryellen is the recipient of the
prestigious Bishop Joseph L.
Imesch Excellence in Teaching
Award for 2014 in the Joliet
diocese
She is retiring at the end of this
school year.

Sue Robinson who teaches 8th grade
home room and Junior High Math
assembled with her students.
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Second grade teacher Anne
Andrews helps students learn
using the classroom Smartboard.

Preschool teacher
Lindsay Bergen gives
a student individual
attention in the
classroom.

Third grade teacher Mary
Kate Warco enjoys playing
the Grinch for pajama day.

Fourth grade teacher
Donna Zinn walking her
students into school.

Fine Arts teacher and Assistant
Principal Jeanne Leix with
students practicing for the
May 4 spring play
“Fiddler
“Fidd
d on the Roof.”
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Spotlighting St. Isidore
teachers

Nancy Butler teaches Physical
Education, Health class and is also
the school athletic director. She is
working with Kindergarteners on
hand/eye coordination.

Arlene DiGiacomo teaches
6th grade and Junior High
Science shown supporting
her students at the March
Regional Science Fair at the
University of St. Francis in
Joliet.

Junior High Spanish
teacher Rita Ascenzo
engaging with students.

Jeanine Theobald leads
her Kindergarten students
for the All School Safety
video which can be viewed
on the school website at
stisidoreparishschool.org. Results of this video
contest will be announced next fall.

Karen Yerly who teaches 5th grade
and Junior High Humanities rates
her students a “10” at the annual
student Talent Show.
Harvester Newsletter
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Be Not Afraid
Written by Angela Orlando
Photos by Bill Archer
Children think they’re scary but they are far from that;,
they are peaceful spaces. Not many people think about
cemeteries unless they’ve been to a funeral recently. But
if you do think about them, they are wonderful places to
meditate and feel close to our ancestors and to our Maker.
If you wander among the rows of graves in our parish
cemetery, you’ll find familiar parish names of those who
have gone before us. Funerals get you thinking about
hallowed ground.
No long drive after our celebration of Mass, it was just a
short walk from the Church to the grave site. St. Isidore is
one of the few local parishes that has a cemetery on the
campus and after attending a recent funeral here, in the
dead of winter and just after one of our heavier snows, I
was curious.
When the parish was founded in 1920, they built the
church (our present Chapel). The designation of a
cemetery followed about five years later. While our
site is within the diocese of Joliet and follows diocesan
guidelines, it is not a Diocesan maintained area like
Assumption Cemetery. Perpetual Care, a sacred ministry

to bereaved families as they bury their loved ones, is
handled by our very own Maintenance staff. This includes
mowing, weeding, tree trimming, coyote and squirrel
chasing as needed. Our crew also cleans up the odds and
ends left as decoration, maintaining the sacred space.
What do you do when it’s just too snowy? In the case of
the wintery funeral, Maintenance also put in a major
snow plowing effort to provide access to the gravesite.
Stark Excavating is called in with heavy equipment to dig
the grave. (And just as an aside, back in the early 1900s
the Stark Family provided land for our parish.) Wilbert
Vaults also provides chairs and a tent for the mourners
in inclement weather, with equipment to lower the vault.
Headstones cannot be erected during the deep of winter,
the concrete foundation is poured when the weather
moderates. After curing, the stone is added.
Can I be buried here? Not unless you bought a site a long
time ago, but you can be entombed here. According to
Dan Tobin, Director of Operations, once in a while a plot
becomes available but generally the answer is no. That
is one of the reasons the Columbarium was erected; the
other is that many more are choosing cremation as a way
to honor the earth that God provided.

Take a walk, it really is hallowed ground.
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Technology teacher Lynn Newkirk
in her computer lab holding a
Tablet purchased from the 2013
Auction funds.

Teachers enjoy the St.
Isidore Gala 2014 which
was a huge success, netting
g
more than $77,000! This
year the $25,000 portion
raised for Fund a Cause will
pay for the new computer
lab workstations and to
update the technology

Recipe For A Happy Heart
5 pints love
4 cups laughter

3 quarts care
2 cups hope

Mix together with a full measure of
faith in the Lord. Sprinkle with joy and
understanding. Bake in sunshine and
share with friends
Reporters interviewing a 104 year old woman
asked, “What do you think is the best thing
about being 104”? She replied, “No peer
pressure”

Thought For The Day….I don’t want to brag
or make anyone jealous or anything, but I can
still fit into the earrings I wore in high school.

A Lifetime Fitness Drop-Out…As a New
Year’s resolution, I decided to take an aerobics
class. I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up and
down and perspired for an hour. But by the
time I got my leotards on, the class was over.
Harvester Newsletter
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Think Spring
Answers:
1 – grapes

6 – myrrh …aloes

2 – grass

7 – olive

3 – apples

8 – almond

4 – lily

9 – mint…dill

5 – figs

10 – hyssop

