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St. Isidore provides parishioners an opportunity to become 
familiar with the scriptures through its Bible Study classes. 
According to Carol Osburn, Coordinator of Adult Formation, 
the classes began in September and new members are always 
welcome.

Currently there are two classes, a Women’s Bible Study on 
Thursday mornings from 9:00 am – 11:00 am and a Mixed 
Bible Study on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm.  The women’s 
group is studying the Acts of the Apostles and the mixed 
group is studying Psalms.  

Members have light reading assignments and study questions 
to do at home in order to prepare them for a DVD presentation 
and discussion held during the Bible study session.  Fr. Ron 
attended the first session for each class and Carol is usually 
present to welcome the women on Thursdays.  For the most 
part, the participants lead the sessions.

As Catholics, we hear from the Bible every time we attend Mass. Not 
only are the readings from the Bible, but the Mass, itself, is biblically 
based. According to Doctor of the Church, St. John Chrysostom 
(347-407), this exposure is not enough. He stated, “To become adult 
Christians you must learn familiarity with the scriptures”.

Catholics 
Do Read 
the Bible
Written by Barb Mendralla

The groups will study a different Book beginning in January 
and may even have time for another Book before they end 
their sessions for summer break. Carol said the participants 
have a “love for studying and learning from the Bible.” 

Angie Orlando, who has participated in the Monday sessions 
for more than five years, agrees with Carol.  Angie shares she 
gets a “more detailed love of the story” through Bible study. 
She added that rather than just reading the story when she 
lectors, she feels her Bible study experience helps her share the 
“richness of our story”. 

Pope Benedict XVI declared in his Apostolic Letter, Porta 
Fidei, that a “Year of Faith” began on October 11, 2012 and 
will conclude on November 24, 2013. What better way to 
answer the Pope’s “summons to an authentic and renewed 
conversion to the Lord, the One Savior of the world” than 
to participate in a Bible Study Class at St. Isidore? Call the 
Adult Faith Formation Office at (630) 295-8351for more 
information or to register.

All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, so that one who belongs to God 
may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17
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While most parishioners think of Faith Formation (Religious 
Education), they are thinking of grade school or high school. 
That excludes those of us past the normal college age and that’s not how or when most people 
learn. It’s a continuing process through life. 

Adult learners at our parish have a new advocate in the person of Leonor Carvajal, co-director of 
Adult Formation. The Co-Directors for Adult Formation are Fathers Ron and Rogelio. Talking 
with Leonor, of the welcoming smile, is like chatting with an old friend. The position was filled 
by Deacon John Freund prior to his appointment as Deacon Coordinator for the Joliet Diocese 
and it’s evident that she’s not trying to mold herself into her predecessor but to continue the 
process that is adult spiritual learning. Leonor’s position at the parish is part time and she also 

works part-time with St. John the Apostle 
Parish in Villa Park.

Born in Guayaquil, Ecuador, Leonor came 
to the US and lived in West Chicago, and 
eventually Carol Stream with her husband, 
Wilson, and four children, now adult. With a 
Bachelor degree in Business Administration, 
she worked in the accounting field 
many years. Following her heart, she 
joined a prayer group in Chicago which 
led to further studies. In 2003, Leonor 
received her Pastoral Leadership Studies 
Certification, in 2007 The Catechumenate 
Certificate in the Joliet Diocese and Bible 
Studies and Cathequesis certificate from the 
Diocese of Chicago. In May of 2013, Leonor 
will receive her Master of Arts in Pastoral 
Studies from Catholic Theological Union. 

Leonor has been working with our parish 
Spanish RCIA program for the past eleven 
years and will continue that ministry. She 

now has responsibility for the entire RCIA program as well as English and Spanish Bible Study 
Programs. These include the Monday evening mixed program, this year studying Psalms; the 
Wednesday evening and Monday morning Spanish Bible Study; and the Thursday morning 
women’s group studying The Acts.  

Adult Learning includes the Discovering Christ along with other programs during Advent and 
Lent and throughout the year. Helping parishioners learn and follow Christ is her goal. Won’t 
you join her in that goal?

Written by Angela Orlando
Photo by Bill Archer

New Smiling Face in Faith Formation 
(RE Program)

Writers:
William Archer
Ane’ Berg 
Bethany Berg
Penni Cannova
Terry Cummiskey
Michael Fassbender
Ryan Griffin
Dorothy Jaskey
Anthony Locanto
Julia Locanto
Tracy Locanto
Barbara Mendralla
Angela Orlando

Layout/Design:

Kathy Lopez

Photography:
William Archer
Tracy Locanto

Website:
Tom Norton

Production 

Harvester
A  publication of St. 
Isidore Church for all 
registered parishioners, 
so that they may
share in the vitality of 
our faith community

www.stisidoreparish.org

Address questions, 
comments or articles 
to:

Harvester 
St. Isidore Church  
427 W. Army Trail Rd. 
Bloomingdale, IL  
60108

Team:
Lu Frank
Linda Galvin
Jo Jansky
Angela Orlando
Karen Petrus



Harvester Newsletter    ~4Harvester Newsletter    ~4

Across…

1    Origin of the scapular

4    Assigned guardianship 
of Mary

6    Country of exile

10  Visionary at Lourdes

13  Cousin

Mary is part of our Catholic faith and heritage. 
This  puzzle will test your knowledge of the Blessed Mother.

17  Location of Her 
appearance to three 
children

18  Husband

19 Angel’s greeting

20 Visionary in Mexico

Down….

2  Mary’s f lowers

3  Nativity Gospel writer

5  Rosary month

7  Mary’s angel

8  Gift bearers

9  Hometown

11 Second Glorious Mystery

12 Location of Presentation

14 Mary’s color

15 Mary’s mother

16 Site of Mary’s request to 
Her Son

1 2 3

4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12

13

14

15 16

17

18

19 20

A Marian 
chall enge
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Written by Ane’ Berg

C O M M U N I TY

COMMUNITY. 

What comes to mind when you hear the word? 
What mental image forms when you say the word to yourself? According to Wikipedia, 

“community is a term which usually refers to a social unit, larger than a small village that 
shares common values or a group of interacting, living organisms sharing a populated 

environment.

Your image of community may differ from Wikipedia’s. Your mental image may be your family 
unit, a few families on the street that you grew up on, your neighborhood where you knew many 

of the families who live there. It might be the city to which you pay taxes and receive services. It 
may be the county, state or country in which you currently reside or where you were born. It might 

be your friends, your exercise group, your book club, your lunch group, or those with whom you 
share your faith.

Our common beliefs and values as Roman Catholics, and our parish world where we worship, join in 
fellowship and work together in ministry and service, act out our faith beliefs, form and transform 
our identity as community. St. Isidore has always been a global community. Our global roots 
can be traced from German and other European individuals and continues today with our rich 

Filipino, Hispanic and other diverse cultures. As always our identity is enriched as we welcome 
opportunities to worship together, gain awareness and understanding about our differences, 

and serve each other.

However we define our community members - our family, neighborhood, county, state, 
parish or world - we recognize that they have genuine, and at times, critical needs. In our 

community, the odds of encountering someone in need are huge. The possibilities to 
interact and provide service to those in need of welcome, hospitality, shelter, food, 

clothing, mentoring, care, companionship and fellowship are numerous. 
We may only need to expand our awareness and understand that we 

are connected to everyone in our community and accept the 
invitation to act.

“Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you 
welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous* will answer 
him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ And the king will say to them in reply, 
‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

Matthew 25: 34-46
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If you have been in the Ministry Center lately, you may have noticed 
that we have been without a kitchen since early summer. Because of 
this, PADS was relocated from St. Isidore during this time.  

The Ministry Center kitchen has, over the years, been an integral part 
of the PADS, CCW and Knights of Columbus ministries. In addition, 
it has enabled the school and numerous other groups and ministries 
to hold celebrations at which food was served.

Thanks to a generous bequest from Mary Ellen and Art Imhof, 
the parish kitchen has been completely renovated. The gift totally 
covered the expense of the project (approximately $70,000), so that 
no use of the Operations fund was needed.

It is an upgrade that is well past due. When the Ministry Center was 
built in 1995 and 1996 and the main church, then called the Parish 
Center, remodeled, all the original kitchen appliances from the Parish 
Center were relocated to the new kitchen space in the Ministry 
Center. These dated back to the original construction in 1982, when 
the current ‘cry room’ was the original kitchen.

The new, now even older, kitchen has been totally gutted from 
concrete f loor to concrete ceiling. Everything except the exhaust 
hood is brand new. Upgrades include a new commercial refrigerator, 
a ten burner stove, a warming cabinet, five new sinks (up from three), 
an ice machine, a high capacity dish washer. In addition to lots more 
storage cabinets and counter space, the layout has been arranged to 
provide better workf low throughout.

Due to permit requirements along with code and licensing 
compliance, no volunteer work was done on the project. Tite 
Construction Company was the general contractor, Schweppe 
Company supplied most of the material, and some work was done by 
our maintenance staff.

Some delay was incurred due to the permitting process, and again at 
the end of the project because the stainless steel countertops could 
not be fabricated until the cabinets were in place.

It is anticipated that future parish functions held in the ministry 
center will greatly benefit from access to a modern energy efficient 
kitchen. The next time that you use the new kitchen, say a prayer for 
Mary Ellen and Art. As they were St. Isidore parishioners in life, so 
they remain after their passing.

Yay!Yay!  A New Kitchen

Story and Photos by Bill Archer
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Save Our Chairs 

If you have been involved in ministry here at St. Isidore for any appreciable 
length of time, you have undoubtedly toiled to unstack and restack those 
ancient red chairs that are a part of nearly every out-of-Mass function.  
They, too, stretch back over the years to 1982 and the Parish Center. 
Antique though they may be considered, they are essential to life here in the 
parish and should be treated with a bit of care.  At a replacement cost of 
nearly $30.00 apiece, the hundreds that we use represent many thousands 
of dollars that could be used for better things than buying new chairs.

The memories of your teen years usually stay with you forever.  It’s a time of great ideas and big risks when you test yourself and 
your boundaries. But for some teens those ideas and those risks never happen.  Sometimes, it’s because someone else is testing 
social boundaries, norms, and consequences.

Bullying is defined as the “ongoing physical or emotional victimization of a person by another person or group of people.” Don’t 
forget about cyberbullying where individuals are harassed using social media and texting. During the 2007-2008 school year a 
study by Dinkes, Kemp & Baum (National Center for Education) in 2009:

Teen Life 
The Consequences of Bullying
Written by Bethany Berg

Do you remember your life as a teenager?

•  32% of American students aged 12-18 said they 
were being bullied 

•  21% said they were bullied once or twice a month 

•  7% bullied daily 

•  9% reported physical injury as a result of bullying 

How bullying affects a person, is still hard to determine. But it’s known that both the perpetrators and victims are at high risk. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 36,909 suicides were reported in the United States in 2009. 
Illinois reported 1,177. In the age group 5-14 there were 265 suicides. In the age group 14-24 there were 4,371. More males 
commit suicide than females on average. Suicide is the third leading cause of death for young people age 12-18.  

A good friend of mine states, “I was bullied harshly during elementary school.  I came home crying every day. It was so horrible 
that today I have just completely erased those years, those people in my school who bullied me and even those that stood around 
and watched, out of my mind. I try to forget about it, and I have to some degree.”

The consequence of being a bully or having been bullied can extend beyond the actual daily or monthly incidences. The 
symptoms of anxiety, depression, low self-esteem and aggressiveness can increase not only the risk of being bullied but of 
suicide. Schools have instituted prevention programs using the “whole school” approach but these are not always effective, 
according to a 2010 study. As a result the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Strategic Direction for the Prevention of 
Suicidal Behavior continue to recommend “the promotion of social support, participation, cohesion and integration, as well as 
the reduction of social isolation as primary strategies to prevent suicide and violence.”

Will you help? Visit  www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org 
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Too early to 
think Christmas? 

 
Not if you are seeking unique gifts 
and unusual holiday decorations.  
The perfect place for early 
Christmas shopping is at the 
annual CCW Holiday Craft Show. 

Date: Saturday, Nov. 10 
Time: 9:00 am till 3:00 pm
Place: Ministry Center 
Admission: $2.00 
Strollers are most welcome. 

The first 100 shoppers will be given a special gift. 

A multitude of hand-crafted gifts for friends, relatives 
and yourself await you in the aisles of unique items.  
Every article for sale is hand-made; no commercial 
vendors are allowed to display their products. 

An added plus is the delectable array of home baked 
goodies for sale.  CCW members will be in the 
renovated kitchen with excellent lunch favorites, 
thirst-quenching beverages and scrumptious (and 
healthy) snacks. 

Liz Freund is chairperson for this popular parish 
event; Liz has spearheaded the Craft Show for 
over twenty years with efficiency, dedication and 
continual innovation. 

 For more information check the bulletin, the parish 
website (www.stisidoreparish.org) or call Liz 
(630) 894-1843. Do plan to spend a few hours 
shopping – eating – shopping and mingling with 
fellow parishioners. 

Christmas 
 Shopping
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The parish community of St. Isidore provides 
encouragement and support at so many 
moments in our lives, from the most joyful 
to the most grievous. Often these are 
days of incredible celebration, such as 
a wedding, or of shocking loss, as in 
the sudden death of a loved one. Not 
as sudden but incredibly worrisome is 
the loss of a job, and with it the salary, 
health benefits and sense of purpose in 
which we once felt secure. The pain of 
unemployment includes the shock of the 
initial loss but also can last for months and 
months, with feelings of anxiety mounting as 
well.  

Your brothers and sisters in the CREW (Christian Redemption 
in Employment and Work) understand these worries and stand 
ready to offer compassionate and real support. Formerly known 
as St. Joseph the Worker, this newly-renamed ministry wishes 
to assist in new and very tangible ways those looking for work. 
CREW members want to reach out to those who feel helpless 
about their job situation, because they themselves know how 
it feels.

Tom Fitzpatrick, the head of the group, knew the pain and 
fear of unemployment himself. He views unemployment as “a 
journey of discovery, in which you can slow down and think 
of who you want to be, a time for ref lection, enrichment, and 
also pain.” Understanding that God was always near to them, 
in every difficult circumstance, the CREW volunteers “made 
a little agreement with God to give back a little bit”, according 

The Anxiety of the Unemployed

Written by Penni Cannova

to Tom. He very much believes that God talks to 
us through others, that we are conduits to God’s 

grace here on earth, and that informs the 
entire ministry in uplifting the un- and 

underemployed.

The kick-off meeting for CREW is 
November 3, at the LINK. The group 

plans to welcome anyone seeking 
employment with a one-hour presentation 

on conducting a meaningful job search, and 
then they will follow it up with something 

new and unique:  each job seeker will meet 
one-on-one with a volunteer counselor to talk 

everything from interview skills, resume building 
and financial issues faced during unemployment. 

This personal time is new for the ministry and members believe 
it will provide valuable, personalized information tailored 
to the job seeker. After the initial meeting, CREW will meet 
every other month with the goal of growing in size, scope and 
frequency of gatherings.

CREW finds its inspiration in a similar group that is at St. 
Hubert’s in Hoffman Estates, which currently meets every 
other week with thirty volunteers serving one hundred people. 
With this as a model, Tom believes CREW will grow as it 
networks with other parishes, such as Resurrection Parish in 
Wayne, and word spreads of its valuable counsel.  

For individuals struggling with the anxiety of unemployment, 
or underemployment, CREW will provide compassionate and 
tangible support, one conduit of God’s grace to another.  

When you VOTE this November,
VOTE with an informed conscience



Harvester Newsletter    ~10

Written by Tracy Locanto
Photos by Bill Archer

NEWS
ST. ISIDORE School

There have been many changes at St. Isidore 
School this year.
Fifteen minutes have been added to the end of the school day 
to accommodate additional math instruction at each grade 
level. It was mandated by the Diocese that schools offer one 
hour of math every day.

All day Kindergarten is also new this year. There are 33 
students enrolled in the program and they are split into 
two classrooms with two different teachers. Principal 
Cyndi Collins explained, “We wanted to offer more 
enrichment and early intervention to benefit students 
and promote their future success in school.”
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ST. ISIDORE School News...

Another modification is after school care. There are 42 
students registered in this program. Third grade teacher 
Mary Kate Healy is the coordinator for this Extended Day 
Program. She explained that it is organized similar to a 
day care setting. The program begins before the school 
day at 7:00 am and runs after school until 6:00 pm. After 
school students begin with snack time followed by recess 
time outside. Then there is time for homework, games, 
crafts or reading. Ms. Healy is “excited about the project 
and the opportunity it is providing for some of our working 
families.”

The total number of students enrolled at St. Isidore in three 
year old preschool through 8th grade is up to 309.

There are 32 faculty members for the school. This includes 
the principal, teachers, office staff, and a social worker.

New faculty members include preschool teacher Lindsey 
Bergen, full-time preschool aide Jessica Caputo, and full-
time aide for grades 3 and 4, Bailey Ragusin.

Spanish instruction has also increased.  It is now taught 
to grades 3-5 weekly, three times per week for grade 6, 
and every day in grade 7 and 8.  By the end of 8th grade, 
students will have completed the equivalent of one year of 
high school Spanish so when they enter freshman year, they 
begin with Spanish 2.

There are 11 classrooms actually located in St. Isidore 
School for grades preschool through 8th grade. There is 
also a school library and lunch room. Other classes that 
are conducted in various rooms in the Ministry Center 
include: Art, Music, P.E., Health & Wellness, Math, English, 
Literature, and Speech.

Finally, every Wednesday after school mass, the School 
Family Prayer Team will meet in the Eucharistic Chapel to 
pray for families and faculty intentions.  All are welcome.

UNANSWERED PRAYER...
The preacher’s 5 year-old daughter noticed that her father 
always paused and bowed his head for a moment before 
starting his sermon.  One day, she asked him why.

‘Well, Honey,’ he began, proud that his daughter was so 
observant of his messages. ‘I’m asking the Lord to help me 
preach a good sermon.’

‘How come He doesn’t answer it?’ she asked.

BEING THANKFUL...
A Rabbi said to a precocious six-year-old boy, ‘So your 
mother says your prayers for you each night? That’s very 
commendable.  What does she say?’

The little boy replied, ‘Thank God he’s in bed!’

TIME TO PRAY...
A pastor asked a little boy if he said his prayers every night.  
‘Yes, sir.’ the boy replied.

‘And, do you always say them in the morning, too?’ the 
pastor asked…  ‘No sir,’ the boy replied. ‘I ain’t scared in the 
daytime.’

ALL MEN / ALL GIRLS...
When my daughter, Kelli, said her bedtime prayers, she 
would bless every family member, every friend, and every 
animal (current and past). For several weeks, after we had 
finished the nightly prayer, Kelli would say, ‘And all girls.’

This soon became part of her nightly routine, to include 
this closing. My curiosity got the best of me and I asked her, 
‘Kelli, why do you always add the part about all girls?’

Her response, ‘Because everybody always finish their 
prayers by saying ‘All Men’!’

SAY A PRAYER...  
Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at 
his Grandmother’s house.  Everyone was seated around the 
table as the food was being served. 

 When Little Johnny received his plate, he started eating 
right away.  ‘Johnny! Please wait until we say our prayer.’ 
said his mother.

‘I don’t need to,’ the boy replied.  ‘Of course, you do.’ his 
mother insisted.  ‘We always say a prayer before eating at 
our house.’  ‘That’s at our house.’ Johnny explained.  ‘But 
this is Grandma’s house and she knows how to cook!’ 

Say a little prayer for me
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Reflections on a Stewardship Journey
from your Stewardship Council Members

It began small and slow. In the beginning, sharing time, 
talent and treasure was something I knew I should be doing 
and realized I needed to do more. I had 4 young children, a 
husband and a new business just launching. I was not sure how 
I could possibly contribute or how I could add value, but knew 
that I needed to start somewhere. I began my stewardship 
journey by signing up for a single ministry and began giving 
regularly at Mass. Looking back, I never realized how God 
would draw me in. The more I gave of my time and treasure, 
the more I felt a calm reassurance that my and my family’s 
needs would be cared for.  In my own faith journey – there 
have been many times that I needed to take a leap of faith.  
There has never been a day that I felt I had “enough time” to 
volunteer or “enough money” to donate – but once I began – I 
found that there was always enough, if I only let go and let 
God lead.  The more I gave of myself, the more He helped me. 
As I am called deeper and deeper into stewardship on all levels 
– time, talent and treasure – He reveals his goodness again 
and again.  
Kim Ramsey

My stewardship journey began over ten years ago when I 
became seriously ill. As I recuperated, I had the time to ref lect 
on my life and I realized that I had not fulfilled the dreams 
closest to my heart. God saw me through the illness and I 
emerged a different person. He is the center of my life now, 
and every day I try to make the choices that will align with 
His teachings. When you make that kind of commitment, 
everything begins to fall into place. Your life becomes an 
adventure full of surprises because God blessed each of us 
with certain gifts and he knows the best way to help them 
blossom in us and in the most efficient way. For example, for 
the few minutes a day that I spend with God or allow him to 
work through me, He shows me countless ways to save time 
and, in some cases, helps me to leap frog to heights I never 
expected to achieve. I never expected to be living through the 
hard times we are facing today, yet my heart is at ease, I see 
beauty in the simplest things, and I know that God has my 
back.  
Carol Balabanow

At the beginning of my faith journey, my relationship with 
God was one-way – I wanted what I prayed for, but really 
didn’t give a lot to Him. When I found myself in a situation 
and had nowhere else to turn, I turned to God. I spent a lot 
more time in prayer and deepened my relationship with God.  
I learned how to be still and listen. I learned how to “Let go 
and let God”’; relying on God 100%. As my faith increased so 
did my understanding of Stewardship. It is about giving back 
to God in thanksgiving for all the blessings He has bestowed 
on me. But more importantly, it is about giving my time (in 
prayer) and my talents (through ministry). I took a leap of 
faith by letting go, deepening my relationship with God and 
getting involved. My situation was resolved by God.  I urge 
everyone to take that leap and let Him guide you in all areas of 
your life. You’ll be amazed at the results! 
Kathy Harbke

For me, the path to understanding stewardship has been a slow 
but steady journey. As my faith has deepened, so also has my 
gratitude for all of the gifts which God has given to me and 
my family. This appreciation has spawned in me a burning 
need to share what I have been given with my church and my 
community. Sometimes I am overwhelmed when I contemplate 
how abundant God’s love is for us. But I have also come to the 
realization that God calls all of us to be his hands and feet. 
Because of His great generosity, I, as his daughter, am called 
to share the time, talent, and treasure He has freely given to 
me. But the best part is that, the more I give, the closer I get to 
God and the greater joy I feel! By following God’s call, He has 
blessed me with a peace that is difficult to describe. 
 Julia Olsta

When I finally understood that being a good steward was a 
direct correlation to my relationship with God, I realized that 
I had to work really hard at developing that relationship just as 
I have done and continue to do with others. Prayer has played 
an important role in my stewardship journey as I develop a 
closer relationship with Him. I pray often asking for God’s 
grace to make right decisions, for a special favor, but also with 
abundant gratitude for the blessings He has given me. I have 
been blessed in many ways. There is no better way for me to 
be a good and grateful steward of the time, talent and treasure 
I have received than to use them responsibly, share them and 
return them to God with increase...every day in every way. I 
am still on that journey. 
Toni Sinnott
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Eight Ways to Cultivate Gratitude
an excerpt from God Will Provide by Patricia Treece

1. Make a decision to start noticing the huge things that you take for granted.  For 
example, by thanking God for the ability to breathe.

2. Make another decision to start noticing the small gifts of God that you receive 
each day.  For instance, a call from a friend.

3. Make thanking God part of your daily routine. Some families while saying grace 
ask each child, “What are you most grateful for today?”  If it works for kids, it 
works for adults too.

4. Start a gratitude notebook. It isn’t necessary that you write every day.  Grab the 
notebook when the Spirit moves you and write whatever comes to mind that you 
see as a gift from God.  Later as you read the book back, your overall attitude of 
gratitude will almost certainly increase. 

5. Imagine gratitude.  Pause from time to time during the day and envision two 
great hands open in giving with the thought, “At this moment God is handing 
me all I have.”

6. Ponder how far, in their conviction of the goodness of God, saints take 
gratitude.  Dutch priest Titus Brandsma wrote a poem of love and gratitude to 
God in a Nazi prison cell!

7. Show concretely you are grateful for divine providence by giving God a little 
something in thanks.  Do something for God; don’t just ask Him for favors.  If 
you pray and discern, God will help guide you in giving an appropriate gift.

8. Make a decision that you will react with gratitude for what you have  Any 
morning you wake up overwhelmed by your situation, before you can sink into 
despair, think of five things that you are grateful for.

Some Practical 
Stewardship Ideas

• When standing in the store 
checkout line, let someone with 
fewer items go ahead of you 

• Sing at Mass 

• Send an unexpected thank you note 
for a small favor 

• See if you can go one day without 
complaining 

• Each day, say a prayer for one of the 
world’s trouble spots 

• Turn off the TV, phone, computer, 
iPad and spend an hour devoted to 
someone you love 

• Recycle more 

• Buy or pick a f lower for someone 
-  without a reason 

• If you hear a great homily, tell the 
homilist 

• If you spot a neighbor in the store, 
on a walk, at the mall, etc. stop for a 
brief chat 

• Abstain from something you like - 
meat, a latte, a cold drink - save the 
money and give it to charity 
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Many recognize the Knights of Columbus 
Honor guards by their swords and capes. 

Knights of Columbus
Our

Written by Michael Fassbender
Photos by Bill Archer

But this is often the limit of their familiarity. Others may 
recognize them by the Pancake Breakfasts, the Fish Fry or the 
First Friday Rosaries. In summary, the Knights of Columbus 
constitute a Catholic confraternity dedicated to service.

This service expresses itself in many ways. This confraternity 
serves its members and their families through its insurance 
program as well as social camaraderie. It serves the Church 
on every level, from the local parish to the global Church. It 
serves the nation in all of the countries where the Knights 
are organized, and even more broadly, it serves as a goodwill 
ambassador on behalf of the Church to all non-Catholics. All 
of its works f low from its four central tenets, namely, Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.

Fr. Michael J. McGivney of  St Mary’s Church, New Haven, 
CT, drew the founding council together late in 1881, with 

formal incorporation following in 1882. Taking their name 
from Christopher Columbus, the Knights showed that it was 
possible for good Catholics to be good Americans as well, 
in a time when hostility to Catholics was high; politicians 
could win elections by branding their opponents with 
“Rum, Romanism and Rebellion.” It was also a time when 
membership in secret societies, such as the Freemasons, 
was high, and the Knights offered a Catholic alternative. At 
the same time, the Knights answered very practical needs. 
Many Catholics were recent immigrants and lived in poor 
conditions. By offering insurance for its members and charity 
work in their parishes, the Knights served their families and 
communities in innumerable ways.

In 1900, Patriotism was formally added as the fourth official 
principle, and correspondingly the first Fourth Degree 
members were proclaimed in New York. The society’s 
reputation for patriotism was sealed during the World Wars, 
when K of C Huts were established to provide services for the 
soldiers. By this time, the Knights had spread to several other 
countries, such as Canada, the Philippines and Mexico, and 
the same kinds of work were performed in those countries.

In 1904, the Knights began their patronage of education. This 
expanded with the creation of lecture series and publication 
campaigns against prejudice, both toward Catholics and 
toward ethnic minorities.  Nowhere was this effort harder 
than in revolutionary Mexico during the 1920s. The aftermath 
of World War II then propelled their charity and education 
efforts to a truly global scale. Always, the Knights have worked 
to oppose injustice, whether by the Ku Klux Klan or by 
Communism, while promoting faith and family.
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Most members are marked only by their emblem, which combines a 
Maltese Cross, a shield, and the title “K of C.”  The shield carries a 
fasces to represent unity, a sword, symbolizing knighthood, and an 
anchor, because Columbus was a mariner.

Fourth Degree members have their own 
emblem, honoring the Trinity with a Globe, 
Cross and Dove. At ceremonial functions, 

however, they are also marked by a uniform that includes a 
black tuxedo, a black cape with a colored lining, white gloves, 
a black chapeau with a colored plume, sword, a baldric (sash 
to which the sword is attached), and where applicable, any of 
a set of permitted medals known as “miniature jewels,” which 
reflect former officeholder status or Papal recognition.  The 
colors of the cape lining and of the plumes indicate present 
officeholder status, while the colors of the baldric reflect the 
national colors of the Knight.

Rich Muegge has been in communication with the artistic master who created the beautiful glass backdrop for 
our church liturgies. He is John Bera, who crafted our wonderful window in 1981. Here are excerpts from letters 
John wrote to us: 

I am pleased your parish is enjoying the artistry and the spiritual message of the stained glass window 
created years ago for your church. My desire has been to design and create a meaningful and devotional 
atmosphere. I have often included symbolic meaning in stained glass windows to underline, sustain, and 
motivate the apprehension of an absolute truth. It pleases me to know that my symbolic suggestions have 
not been in vain. 

In regard to the window’s construction, it was made of annealed faceted dalle glass 
one inch thick. (The word ‘dalle’ is French for ‘slab’.) 

Annealing is very important; otherwise the slab would shatter when it is cut into 
smaller pieces. The piece of slab glass is placed between a chiseled hammer and a 
chisel embedded into a large dried tree trunk. Sunlight striking along the edges of 
the individual pieces of hand-chiseled glass creates the effect of random facets. The 
matrix surrounding each piece of glass is epoxy resin and silica sand.  

The process of faceting dalles into shapes for symbols and figures was originally 
created by Gabriel Loire of France during the post-World War II years, the period of 
rebuilding the churches in Europe. His process was later exported to the U.S.A. 

My wife and I visited the studio of Gabriel Loire many times during his finest years of creativity. My wife, 
being very sociable, conversed in French in great detail with the master glass cutter. Later it was explained 
to me what she understood was his little secret to the cutting of the glass. After many years of practice I 
achieved equal results.

I appreciate your giving me the opportunity to reminisce.

Letter from our Window Artist
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During the past summer our teens 
have been active in many charitable 
and spiritual ventures. Their 
dedication and enthusiasm are 
heartwarming and worthy of our 
praise. They are fine examples of 
living the Good News of Jesus. We 
can be assured that the future of the 
Church looks most promising.

A recent bulletin article 
reviewed their mission 
to Appleton, Wisconsin. 
Kathy McGourty, Associate 
Youth Ministry Director, 
acknowledges that the 
financial support of the St. 
Isidore parishioners helped 
make this all possible:

“Thank you, St. Isidore, for 
sharing your kids with me this 
summer. And thank you for 
your support of their mission 
trips when you purchase 
f lowers, jewelry and donuts! 
(Look for more opportunities 
to support our youth in the 
future.) Thank you for the 
many donations or ‘keep the 
change’ actions. Thank you 
for being role models for our 
youth, teaching them that 
when they are doing God’s 
work, they can always count 
on support from their church. 
These actions transform 
them, transform the people 
they serve and years from 
now, transform our church.”

To the 
St. Isidore Parishioners

Written by Kathy McGourty

Thank YouThank You


