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Windmills? Do these have 
an effect on you life. Read 
our article page 15

A Scout’s efforts in 
progress. See the finished 
results in the Crying Room, 
main church. 

our article page 15

Resurrection Choir, provides beautiful music for 
those as they move onto the eternal kingdom with 
our Lord  
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St. Isidore parishioners are blessed in so many ways. One blessing 
we may take for granted is our talented vocalists who serve as cantors and enrich our 
worship experience.  

The eleven cantors who serve the parish are a diverse group. Some are grandparents, 
others are working parents and two are teenagers. Some have been cantors for twenty-
plus years, while three joined this ministry within the last couple years. Whatever 
their background, Karen Stefanic, Director of Music, emphasizes, a cantor is more 
than a pleasing voice singing liturgical music.  

Karen states these ministers of music have a gift of singing and have “answered God’s call to share that gift in 
return with His people.” The cantor’s role is to engage the parishioners in active participation in the music. 
Karen shares that cantors must balance where they need to lead the congregation in singing, such as in the 
Responsorial Psalm, with where they “step back and allow the people’s song to be the principal voice.” It is 
also crucial the cantor be “well rehearsed and spiritually engaged in the text in order for it to transform the 
assembly.” 

After a person qualifies to be a cantor, (see sidebar), they commit to ongoing training. Cantors train with 
Karen to develop an understanding of:    

• Liturgical seasons
• Parts of the mass
• Music preparation requirements the week before they sing
• The f low of the mass, including Baptisms, special rituals, dismissals, announcements
• How to teach new music to the assembly
• Use of the microphone and basic sound system awareness

In addition, cantors must attend monthly music workshops to prepare for the upcoming season, rehearse 
with their accompanist a half-hour before mass, submit monthly availability sheets and be involved in a 
choir in the parish.

While the cantors are strong individual vocalists, Karen stresses they are a cohesive group. They “support 
and mentor one another, are f lexible and cooperative in fulfilling schedules or substituting and in 
encouraging each other’s gifts.”

Here are the qualifications Karen considers for cantors:
• be an active and respected member of the parish

• must have been a member of the adult choir for at least one year 

• represent and embody an attitude of service and humility

• exemplify dependability and respect for others and possess a reverence for the liturgy

• know the parish’s musical repertoire 

• understand and support the purpose of music ministry in the Catholic Church

• have a faith-filled heart that works to serve with humility in praise of God

• possess the talent/gift of music and prove to grasp the skills necessary to keep up with 
different music and styles each week.

Music to Our 
Ears and Hearts
By Barb Mendralla
Photo Kathy Hoppe
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Jeremiah  Colossians   Aaron   Uriah
Zilpah   Revelations   Edomites  Ecclesiastes
Deuteronomy  Cyrus    Abyssinians  Numbers
Malachi  Philippians   Haggai   Tabor
Philemon  Titus    Matthew  Hannah
Luke   Moab    Jude   Nahbi
Job   Ruth    Exodus  Hosea
Galatians  Leviticus   Moses   Romans
Horeb   Ezra    Daniel   Jerusalem

The Bible is like a library – a gathering of books. In the Catholic Bible there are 46 books in the 
Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. Below is a list of “books”; can you find 23 that are 
actually in the Catholic Bible:

Bible Challenge

Let the Word of Christ, in all its richness, find 
a home with you. Teach each other, and advise 
each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your 
hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God;

Colossians 3:16 

Our eleven cantors serve at nearly 700 services a year including six English liturgies 
per week as well as additional celebrations such as First Eucharist, Confirmation, 
school, religious education and Holy Day masses. On top of that, they sing at parish 
weddings and funerals.

St. Isidore parish enjoys the bountiful blessings of these talented and committed 
cantors.  Share your appreciation with the cantors Diane Bucek, Nancy Fedor, Alex 
Fernandez, Christine Gallagher, Louise Kinsella, Maryellen Knuth, Tree Krieb, 
Jeanne Leix, Diana Serio, Teresa Serio, Stephanie Sprauer and Karen Stefanic next 
time you attend mass.
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By Angela Orlando
Photos Bill Archer

Scouting is exciting for most youngsters and 
parishioners of St. Isidore are treated to that adventure on 
several levels and formats. With the fun of scouting comes 
some serious responsibility.

The Boy Scout Motto is “Be Prepared” and if you’ve been 
involved with Cub Scouts, Webelos, or Boy Scouts, you can 
recite the oath which begins with “On my honor, I will do 
my best to do my duty to God and my country…” Our Cub 
Scout Pack #401 and Webelos meet regularly with their den 
leaders off campus as they advance through Tiger, Wolf, Bear 
and finally Webelos.They are learning new skills that will 
take them through life. Webelos move onto Boy Scout Troop 
#401 and meet on campus once a week. Scout Master Nick 
Bettilion along with Assistant Scout Master Charles Bettilion 
work with the boys as they earn badges, help them to build 
character and train them in the responsibilities of citizenship. 
Participation in parish life is ongoing. The Cubs and Webelos 

Service and Duty to God

assisted the Council of Catholic Women with cleanup at the 
St. Joseph Table in March. The Boy Scouts regularly assist the 
Knights of Columbus at the Pancake Breakfasts and assist at 
the Thanksgiving Food Drive.    

In addition to the secular badges, there are badges specific 
to Catholic Scouts—the Parvuli Dei Award for Cubs and 
Webelos and the Ad Altare Dei, Pope Pius XII, and St. George 
Awards.   All work and no play? Not on your life—earning 
badges is hard work that is fun! They’ve camped at Big 
Timber in Elgin, The TFC Ranch and Galena. Herrick Lake 
Cabin camping in the winter is a little warmer but provides 
the opportunity for winter activities. Some of the expense 
of camping is subsidized by the Popcorn Sales by the Cubs 
and Webelos and the Boy Scouts depend on funds from their 
Christmas Wreath Sales.

In the fifteen years that our parish has sponsored scout troops 
we’ve had 17 young men achieve the Eagle Rank.

In case you had not noticed, the “Crying Room” in the main church sports a new mural on its 
back wall, conceived and executed as his BSA Eagle Scout Project by St. Isidore Troop 401 Scout 
Colton Mahler. Aided by friends and family, and thanks to the contributions of parishioners, the 
completed mural depicts Jesus with the little children. 
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By Angela Orlando
Photo Kathy Hoppe

Have We Got Scouts, You Bet We Do !

St. Isidore School sports four 
levels of Girl Scout: Daisies, 
Brownies, Juniors and Cadettes; 
seventy-five girls in all.  

The Daisies might not be able to get 
through the whole law by themselves but 
ask them the promise. “On my honor, I 
will try to serve God and my country, to 
help people at all times and to live by the 
Girl Scout Law.” The girls meet in the 
school twice a month and by Junior level 
(4th and 5th grade) they are gearing up 
for leadership roles and learning about 
the planet they live on as well as working 
on being the best that they can be. Just 
ten years ago there were more badges 
available but that’s been pared down. 

About twenty-five merit badges are 
available with almost all of them 
working on life skills including first 
aid, cooking and community service 
projects. At the Junior level there is a 
Faith Badge, and Passports to Religion. 
What started as a Junior Scout project 
turned into a small business for two 
of the girls and they proudly exhibited 
their wares at the Council of Catholic 
Women Craft Show in November. Now 
that’s Life Skills!

Want Cookies?  Chocolate Mint? 
Samoas? Coming up after the New 
Year is the Annual Cookie Sale which 
is the main source of funds for the girl’s 
camping and fun activities.  
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On November 5, I attended an all-day St. 
Isidore confirmation retreat at the University 
of St. Mary’s in Mundelein. The theme of 
the retreat was “Changing your perspective, 
figuring it out”. The purpose was to help us 
see things in a different way, and realize that 
no situation is just black and white. Another 
goal was to try to figure out what we wanted 
to do with our lives, and what path we were 
going to take. 

Everyone started in the auditorium for an 
opening session, which gave us a general 
idea of our schedules for the day. Then we 
were split into four groups, and we rotated to 
different stations. At a station in the chapel, 
one of the student helpers gave a speech about 
her own experiences. She explained how she tried to find the 
right path for herself, saying that it was not easy or quick, 
but it was worth it in the end. The right path for her was in 
the confirmation ministry. It was nice to hear someone close 
to my age speak, because it was more relatable. There was 
another guest speaker who told us about finding out what 
“home” means to us. Then we had some ref lection time. 

Another rotation was in the auditorium, and we split into 
smaller groups to listen to a bible passage. We had a discussion 
with some of the student helpers about the passage, and how 

Jesus changed the perspective of his followers, and even us. 
At another station, we participated in some team building 
activities and games that show us the value of teamwork and 
how we connected with one another. 

After some free time outside, there was another session, which 
was all about making assumptions. Youth Ministry Director, 
David Heinmann told us some riddles, but we were unable to 
figure them out because we were assuming things that weren’t 
true. Another team building game taught us that winning 
doesn’t always mean making someone else lose. David 

explained that sometimes beating others to win 
is impossible and pointless, but there is always 
another way. Next, after the closing session in the 
auditorium, we proceeded to the church, meeting 
at seven different stations (each with a different 
bible passage). We ended the retreat with a mass 
led by Father Jim for the kids and parents. This 
retreat really brought me closer to God, and it 
made me want to focus more on my Catholic 
faith.

Confirmation Retreat
By Julia Locanto, 9th grade student
Photos Tracy Locanto
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St. Isidore students participated in the Jump Rope and Football for 
Heart Fundraiser this fall. The school raised $2,848 for the American 
Heart Association to help children with heart problems.

The theme for Catholic Schools Week in January is “Faith, Service, 
Knowledge.” St. Isidore will also focus on their school motto “Teaching 
the Heart of the Matter”.  Exciting events for the week include a teacher 
sponsored raff le, numerous all grade student celebrations, and a teacher 
luncheon.  

Save the Date for the 9th annual Your St. Isidore Gala and Auction on 
February 25, 2012 at the Abbington Banquets in Glen Ellyn. Some of 
the highlighted auction items are: four tickets to “The Book of Mormon” 
(dinner included), Blackhawks Box for 14, a vacation house in sunny 
California for a week, tickets and tailgating to a Notre Dame game, and 
a luxury cruise!

The School Board is an advisory board that works with Father Jim 
and Principal Cindy Collins.  They manage the school budget, 
school policies, improvement plans and the alumni program. 
Volunteer members include President MaryBeth O’Keefe as well 
as Rita Crotinger, Debbie Ittner, Randy Isoda, Mary Liptak, Maria 
Malachowski, Chris McHugh, Todd Powell and Michelle Tran. The 
board is currently drafting a school strategic plan, communicating 
improvement plans with other Diocese schools, recruiting for St. 
Isidore School and mailing over 600 alumni newsletters.

The Home School Association volunteer coordinators are Chris 
Schoaf (President), Felicia Jayes, Elaine Polanco, and Michele 
Davis. This group manages fundraising and school events like the 
Halloween Party, Reading Night and Santa’s Workshop for kids.  
The profits from fundraisers like Football Mania, Market Day and 
wrapping paper sales are used for teacher and classroom items that are 
not covered in the school budget.

Athletic Board volunteers Mike Alimento, Brian Barry, Keith Holman, 
Sherry Schellinger and Dennis Szewczyk work with Principal Collins 
and P.E./Athletic Director Nancy Butler. The mission of the Board is to 
promote teamwork, discipline and Christian sportsmanship under the 
direction of the school’s Athletic Handbook. They are involved in team 
evaluation, training and selecting parent volunteer coaches.  

By Tracy Locanto NEWS
ST. ISIDORE School
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By Dorothy Jaskey

…well that is, on Sunday, March 18 from 
2:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the Ministry Center. 
The St. Isidore Council of Catholic Women (CCW) will be 
hosting their annual culinary extravaganza – The St. Joseph 
Table. This will be the 50th Anniversary for this charitable 
parish event.

Tasty salads, fresh fruit, tantalizing pastas and pizzas, savory 
fish dishes, f lavorful vegetable delights, and a wide variety 
of beverages, including wine, all adorn the buffet tables. Of 
course there will be a multitude of scrumptious desserts. A 
beautiful “altar” honoring St. Joseph will be surrounded by the 
specially shaped breads and lovely f loral arrangements.

There will be raff les to add to the excitement of the event. The 
camaraderie of fellow parishioners and visitors make this a 
very special parish occasion.

Originally called St. Joseph Altar, the St. Joseph Table is a 
tradition that dates back to Sicily. Because of a severe drought 
and famine, Sicilian farmers prayed to St. Joseph for relief from 

Forget the Forget the 
diet time...diet time...

this devastation. When the rains finally brought life giving 
water, the people rejoiced. To show their gratitude, sometime 
later, the Sicilians set a table with an assortment of harvested 
foods. After expressing thanksgiving to St. Joseph for his 
intercession, they distributed the foods to those less fortunate.

Today a St. Joseph Table serves as a reminder of good fortune 
or of prayers answered. Co-chairwomen of CCW’s St. Joseph 
Table, Madeline Spinello and Marisol Glaser, state that 
the money collected this year will be given to the Feeding 
Northwest DuPage fund, as well as PADS. All foods are 
donated by CCW members, parishioners and local restaurants 
and merchants.

Invite friends, bring the entire family and enjoy a fantastic 
afternoon !
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A Busy CCW Spring

Mark your calendars for other fund/fun CCW 
sponsored events. 

The weekend of April 14-15 will be time to satisfy 
your sweet desires at the annual Cookies for Kids. 
Co-Chairladies, Mary Jo Staszak and Louise 
Tomkowiak with other CCW members will be 
accepting and selling 
homemade goodies 
after all the masses 
in the narthex of 
the church. Your 
donation will 
not only give you 
yummy for your 
tummy, but the 
profits will go to an 
orphanage in Kenya, 
Africa, that cares for 
children with AIDS.

Challenging your brain filled with useless information 
will be CCW’s Trivia Night on Saturday, May 12 
starting at 6:30 p.m.  This is truly a fun-filled evening 
with the entertainment being you and your friends 
as you compete with other folks to answer wild 
and absolutely futile questions that Chairlady, Joan 
Gilleran-Strom, will ask. Besides having a hilarious 
time, your donation will be used to help one of the 
many charities that CCW sponsors.

Thanks to the generosity of the patrons at the Craft 
Show this fall, CCW was able to net $3,743. Liz 
Freund, chairperson reported that the many hand 
crafted items made ideal Christmas gifts. All profits 
were given to those in need of financial help.

CCW depends upon the support of parishioners to 
make these charitable events successful and is most 
grateful to everyone who attends.

Character 
Counts!
By Ane’ Berg

When asked for her definition of 
CHARACTER, Sarah Battersby, 13, defined it as 
“trying to do the right thing” and “caring about what other 
people feel”. If you don’t already know, Sarah is a St. Isidore 
8th grader who won the CHARACTER COUNTS! Award 
this year.

CHARACTER COUNTS! is a national ethics education 
program which people of all ages, cultures, races and religious 
affiliations can embrace. The CHARACTER COUNTS! 
program enables adults to teach the Six Pillars of Ethics: 
responsibility, respect, caring, fairness, trustworthiness and 
citizenship in ways that children of all ages can understand. 

“It’s more important to have good character”, Sarah says, “than 
to be good in some other area like sports or academics.” “It 
defines who you are and is very important in your friendships 
and family, but it’s not something that you learn overnight.”

Sarah credits her parents and especially her mom, Sandra, with 
teaching her and being a good role model for her regarding 
character.  “My mom has always treated me like an equal. She 
talks to me and explains situations. She suggested that I think 
about how the other person feels when there is a conf lict and 
now when my friends have trouble I suggest that they do that 
too.”

“I just try to do the little things, like saying Good Morning! 
and holding doors and being nice even when it’s hard to do.”

For if you love those who love you, what reward 
do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do 
the same?  Matthew 5:46
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hat is your response when someone 
compliments your child’s success in art, 
music or sports? Do you say “thank you” 
as a kind response or do you thank God 
for granting your child the gifts needed 
to succeed?

As parents we serve as the primary educators of our 
children. Teaching them from a young age that their 
talents – whether in soccer, chorus, or painting – come 
not from us, but from God is essential in teaching 
stewardship. God graciously grants each of us unique 
skills and abilities and it is our job to use those gifts to 
glorify Him. As parents, aunts, uncles, or older siblings, 
we can encourage children in our lives to recognize their 
God-given gifts, use them to their full potential, and 
then thank God for bestowing them, thus being good 
stewards. After all, not utilizing our talents is like the 
parable of the servant who buries the treasure his master 
gives him instead of using it to create more treasure. God 
wants us to use our talents wisely and thankfully.

Teaching children to utilize their talents to build God’s 
kingdom is only one step of the tri-fold stewardship 
message. How your children spend their time is also 
important. During the hustle and bustle of our day – 
balancing school, chores, and extracurricular activities 
– do we find time to spend with God? Often 24 hours 
does not seem long enough to get the endless list of 
to-dos done. So, how can we find the time to teach and 
demonstrate the importance of sharing our time with 
God? Simple time offerings include praying on the way 
to school or stopping by the church to pray for a friend 
in need or thank God for a good outcome on a test. In 

W

Teaching Our Children to be 
Good Stewards

addition, you can learn about a saint over dinner and pray 
as a family before bedtime. Finding daily time for prayer 
ourselves is also necessary – both for our roles as good 
stewards and as an example to our children. What a great 
sight for a child to witness their parent in quiet prayer 
devotion!

The third tier of stewardship – treasure – is most 
frequently overlooked when educating our children. 
Birthday money from Grandma, Christmas money from 
Uncle Joe and allowance money doesn’t count. Or, does 
it? All gifts we receive are ultimately from God and the 
“first fruits” of those gifts should be generously returned 
to God – even if they come from Grandma. Starting as 
early as grade school, children can understand the concept 
of giving back to the all-giving God – if only we take the 
opportunity to teach it to them. Witnessing our weekly 
tithe is a great start, but encouraging them to give in 
their own children’s offertory envelope is also important. 
Knowing they are returning to God in thanksgiving will 
fill them with joy!

Of the many lessons parents instill in their children, 
teaching them to be good stewards should be a top priority. 
Our goal, as parents, is to help our children learn to build 
the kingdom of God here and now. Teaching them how to 
be good stewards is a great way to show them how to build.
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¿Cuál es su respuesta cuando alguien felicita a su hijo 
por ser un excelente estudiante de arte, o de música o 
de deportes? Es obvio que respondes amablemente con 
“muchas gracias”; pero ¿le das gracias a Dios por haberle 
dado a su hijo los talentos necesarios para tener éxito?

Como padres de familia, somos los primarios educadores 
de nuestros hijos. Debemos enseñarles que sus talentos, 
ya sea en deportes, en música, en arte, en baile, etc., 
no vienen de nosotros sino de Dios Padre.  Es esencial 
que les enseñemos que los cristianos corresponsables 
aceptan los dones de Dios con gratitud, los cultivan con 
responsabilidad, los comparten de manera justa y amorosa 
con los demás y se los devuelven al Señor con crecimiento. 
Dios nos ha proveído a cada uno de nosotros aptitudes 
y habilidades únicas y es nuestra responsabilidad usar 
esos dones para glorificarlo. Todos nosotros, padres de 
familia, tíos, o hermanos mayores tenemos el compromiso 
de alentar a nuestros niños a reconocer dichos dones 
dados por Dios, de usarlos al máximo y agradecerle como 
verdaderos cristianos corresponsables. Después de todo, 
si no los usamos, nos va a pasar como en la parábola del 
sirviente que enterró el tesoro encomendado, en vez 
de trabajarlo para que rinde.  Dios quiere que usemos 
nuestros talentos con sabiduría y por agradecimiento.

Enseñando a los niños a utilizar sus talentos para 
construir el Reino de Dios es solamente un paso a la 
comprensión de las tres etapas que abarca el mensaje de 
corresponsabilidad: Tiempo, Talento y Tesoro. Es muy 
importante cómo los niños usan su tiempo. Durante el día 
de ajetreo, de idas y venidas tratando de balancear trabajo, 
escuela, tareas, quehaceres, actividades y compromisos 
¿buscamos un tiempo para dedicarle a Dios? A veces las 
24 horas del día no nos alcanzan para terminar la lista de 
“cosas por hacer”.

¿Qué debemos hacer para enseñar y demostrar a 
nuestros hijos la importancia de dedicar un tiempo a la 
oración? Hay ejemplos sencillos: orar en el camino a la 
escuela o al trabajo, orar durante la espera en la fila en el 
supermercado, detenerse en la iglesia para rezar por un 
amigo necesitado o para darle gracias a Dios por haber 

Enseñando a Nuestros Hijos a 
ser Cristianos Corresponsables

pasado un examen en la escuela, hablar de la 
vida de los santos a la hora de la comida, rezar 
por la noche antes de acostarse, etc. Hay mil 
maneras de enseñar a nuestros hijos a ponerse 
en contacto con Dios durante la rutina diaria.
Como padres de familia, hay que dedicar tiempo 
a la oración diaria por dos razones: por el rol que 
representamos como corresponsables cristianos y como 
modelo para nuestros niños. ¡Qué gran ejemplo para los 
hijos ver a sus padres unidos en oración!

La tercera etapa de corresponsabilidad cristiana es el 
Tesoro, y frecuentemente nos olvidamos de educar a 
nuestros hijos acerca de este concepto. El dinero de 
cumpleaños recibido de la abuela, el dinero obtenido 
como regalo de Navidad de los tíos, el “domingo” 
recibido de papá y mamá ¿no cuenta? ¡Claro que sí!

Todos los regalos que recibimos, últimamente, 
provienen de Dios, y los “primeros frutos” de esos 
regalos deben ser devueltos generosamente a Dios, 
aunque vengan de la abuela o de los tíos. Si les 
enseñáramos esto a nuestros hijos desde su pequeñez, 
podrán comprender el concepto de devolver a Dios lo 
que por medio de otros nos ha dado. Si ellos ven que sus 
papás dan su donación dominical a la Iglesia, esa es una 
buena enseñanza para que ellos adquieran la costumbre 
de compartir de su dinero con la Iglesia por medio de la 
contribución dominical. El saber que están devolviendo 
a Dios una porción de lo que ellos reciben, sin duda los 
llenará de gozo.

De las muchas lecciones que les inculcamos a nuestros 
hijos, el enseñarles a ser cristianos corresponsables 
debería ser la lección prioritaria. Nuestra meta como 
padres de familia es la salvación de nuestros hijos; que 
se vayan al cielo con nuestro creador. Enseñándoles una 
corresponsabilidad cristiana es el camino seguro a la 
entrada al cielo.
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Very soon thousands of visitors will flock to Indianapolis and fill Lucas Oil 
Stadium for Super Bowl XLVI, the championship game of the National 
Football League. Millions of football fans across the world who have 

followed their respective teams week-in and week-out will gather together on Sunday, 
Feb. 5, to kick back, enjoy fellowship, and celebrate the culmination of the 2011-
12 NFL season. Last year, an estimated 111 million American viewers watched 
all or some of the telecast of Super Bowl XLV between the Green Bay Packers and 
Pittsburgh Steelers making it the most viewed television broadcast in U.S. history.

V

Making Every Sunday “Super” 
Putting God First

On Feb. 5, more than 18,000 Catholic parishes in the 
United States will also be celebrating Masses. But if 
recent statistics are any indication, the percentage of 
the U.S. Catholic population attending Mass that day 
will stand in stark contrast to the percentage of the U.S. 
television audience watching the Super Bowl.

According to the Pew Forum on Religion & Public 
Life’s U.S. Religious Landscape Survey published in 
2008, Catholics account for roughly 23.9 percent of 
the adult population in the United States. But of the 70 
million-plus registered Catholics in the U.S., only 36 
percent attend Mass once a week or more, according to 
Georgetown University’s Center for Applied Research 
in the Apostolate. Only 12 percent of U.S. Catholics 
participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation at least 
once a year, and a mere 17 percent of Catholic men say 
they have ever even slightly considered becoming a 
priest or religious brother.

God gives us leisure time to clear our heads and recover 
from what can often be a hectic daily life. But it is 

important that we glorify God in all that we do, and time 
away from work or school provides a great opportunity 
to celebrate the sacraments regularly. As Catholics, we 
are obligated to attend Mass on a weekly basis barring 
illness or extenuating circumstances, but this is just 
the first step. Spending time in prayer, Eucharistic 
Adoration, and confession provides us with the graces, 
healing, and the wisdom to live as disciples of Christ 
on a daily basis. And sharing of our talents and treasure 
through ministry participation, social outreach, and 
charitable giving helps enables us to serve our brothers 
and sisters in Christ, and ensure that we are placing God 
at the top of our list of priorities.

The season of Lent, which begins this year on Feb. 
22, is a time for us to renew our commitments to 
discipleship in anticipation of Christ’s passion, death and 
resurrection. This month, set some time aside to discern 
ways that you can put God first, on Super Bowl Sunday 
and every Sunday throughout the year.
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The How and Why 
of Bulletin Ads

By Ryan Griffan

Every week numerous businesses advertise 
their services in our bulletin, but there is 
always space for more. 
The first question one may ask is why advertise at all in the 
bulletin.  If you are a current parishioner, it is a good way to 
advertise your business,  and  offset  the cost of printing. while 
supporting your parish.

Over 70% of St. Isidore parishioners patronize businesses that 
advertise in our bulletin. With a parish of our magnitude that 
is a huge new customer base from which to draw.

Next is the question, how does one advertise in the bulletin. 
Well that answer is super simple. Just contact the St. Isidore 
Parish Office at (630)529-3045 or contact Dave Chulski with 
Diocesan Publications at (800)783-1623.

Many folks want to serve God, 
but only as advisers

When you get to your wit’s end, 
you’ll find God lives there.

God doesn’t call the qualified, he 
qualifies the called.
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Jeremiah

Colossians

Revelations 
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Exodus
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Leviticus 

Romans 

Ezra 

Daniel

The Kindergarten through 6th grade Faith 
Formation program is more than alive and 
well; it is bigger and more vibrant than ever.  
Vera Zielinski, K-6 Formation leader, expresses excitement at 
the numbers she and her staff have under their charge.  “We 
have 893 children this year, which is around the number we 
used to have for the entire formation program through high 
school”, says Vera.  When asked about the growth in the 
number of students, Vera points to a larger than usual First 
Communion class this year as well as a greater number of 
2nd graders continuing on with their classes after their First 
Communion.  

Vera and her staff warmly welcome the families who approach 
them about beginning or re-starting their children’s faith 
formation. No one is made to feel guilty for any interruption 
to their child’s Catholic learning, but rather encouraged to 
return, knowing that each family makes their way to the point 
of formation and growth as they travel their own journey of 
faith. To help children who are joining the Formation program 
mid-cycle, the staff has created a Faith Basics class. One 
group comprises 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th graders and is taught 

By Penni Cannova

Growth and Engagement 
in Faith Formation

the basics of their Catholic faith in order to catch them up. 
Another group focuses on sacramental preparation, teaching 
them the knowledge they need to make their sacraments 
without the prior formation background.  

The students are learning about the Mass and the new Roman 
missal. Vera led them through a detailed look at the Mass in 
the chapel.  She explained each step and its place in the liturgy. 
For instance, she explained how we as a congregation sit for 
the first and second readings because they are instructional, 
whereas we stand for the third reading as it contains the actual 
words of Jesus Christ. As the children begin to see the basis 
of the Mass in Christ’s teachings, they begin to more deeply 
embrace their Catholic Christian identity. 

Once again, the K-6 Faith Formation students are focusing on 
service. Different classes work on different projects, with the 
younger kids creating birthday boxes for families who have a 
difficult time affording birthday parties. The older kids work 
on senior gifts at Christmas time as well as collecting toiletries 
for Feeding NW DuPage.  

If you have not yet brought your child for Faith Formation, 
you are joyfully welcome to do so!

Books of the Bible:  
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One weekend in early August, Mimi and I drove to 
Philadelphia. Forsaking the Interstate we decided to go across 
country. I was surprised to find a tremendous windmill farm 
which began just East of Fort Wayne, Indiana and stretched 
well into Ohio. More surprising was the fact that they were 
not all turning. Why would a process that is apparently, to me 
at least, so clean an option not being used to the maximum? 
Isn’t wind power non-polluting, abundant and inexhaustible? 
Investigating these questions, I find that there is quite a bit of 
controversy over the use of massive windmill farms.

President George W. Bush told us in his 2006 State of the Union 
Address, “Keeping America competitive requires affordable 
energy. And here we have a serious problem: America is 

addicted to oil, which is often imported from unstable parts 
of the world. The best way to break this addiction is through 
technology. Since 2001, we have spent nearly $10 billion to 
develop cleaner, cheaper, and more reliable alternative energy 
sources -- and we are on the threshold of incredible advances.” 

In light of the fact that experts predict that world oil production 
will shortly peak, wind power has become a leading alternative 
energy option. Over 43,000 megawatts of wind generated 
electric power capacity has been built since 2001. Economic 
incentives include lower rates, addition of construction jobs, 
leasing royalties for land owners, and tax revenues for local 
governments.

The controversies are many.

Windmills
By Bill Archer

OPPOSING VIEWS
One of the disadvantages of wind power is said to be 
unreliability, the wind doesn’t blow all the time in all 
places, and often is too weak or too strong. Ergo, there 
must be back-up.

The integration of wind farms into the national power 
grid, supplying power when the wind is blowing and 
relying on existing types of generation when it is not, is a 
solution.

Another issue is the danger to birds resulting in 
significant deaths, especially birds of prey. 

Proponents maintain that collisions with other structures 
cause the vast majority of fatal in-f light collision for birds. 
These include tall buildings, utility lines, collisions with 
vehicles, and lighted radio and television towers, to say 
nothing of cats.

In addition, man’s use of pesticides and loss of natural 
habits cause more deaths than do wind farms. 
Tall wind turbines mar the beauty of the landscape. The structures are beautiful and graceful. Any warning 

lights are similar to navigation lights on bridges and piers. 
Wind power is too expensive and must be funded by 
government subsidies.

Construction and generation costs will come down as the 
number of wind farms increase,

But several facts are evident, whichever view you take, there is only a finite amount of oil under the earth and it will 
either become too expensive to recover or just plain run out. And global climate change is a fact and man’s carbon 
footprint is continuing to grow at an unprecedented rate.

Returning to our cross-country trip, it seems that all the wind turbines are not operating because there is not 
enough public demand to go green and to get our power from the wind. Mimi handles her mother’s utilities in 
Philadelphia, where there is an option with the electric bill requiring that a certain portion of the electricity 
consumed is generated by wind power. It seems that similar energy options are coming to the Midwest. That 
possibility certainly bears consideration. In the meantime, Mimi is checking to see if ‘her’ windmill is turning.

For a Catholic perspective on environmental stewardship, go to www.catholicclimatecovenant.org.
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When I was first asked to be a part of 
Transitional Housing, I had no clue as to what it was 
about. I heard this opening thought that I offer now to you, 
which opened my eyes and heart.

“Being homeless is like sleeping on the edge.

You never fall asleep.

You lie in the darkness....

And wait and wait and wait for the fall.”

My dear friends, I had the privilege of speaking to you at Mass 
on the Feast of Christ the King. In the Gospel of Matthew 
Jesus said, “Whatever you do for the least of my brothers, you 
do for Me!” this is a great example of the “Corporal works of 
Mercy” that each of us, by virtue of our baptism, embrace in 
our faith and alleviate another’s misfortune.  

I joined the community of St. Isidore in 1991. The Holy Spirit 
spoke to me and I applied for the Diaconate in 1993. At that 
time our Pastor, Fr. Joel suggested that I start a ministry called 
Transitional Housing. Eighteen years later, we are still going 
strong. 

Transitional Housing is focused upon finding a family facing 
homelessness, but has a desire to live independently. Through 
a strict interviewing policy, once accepted into the program, 
this family will get a “hand up”, not a “hand out!” We treat 
each client with confidentiality, compassion and dignity. 
Over the years, we have graduated approximately 16 families 
that now live independently. Recently we have accepted a 
new client family; but this time there is a difference.  In the 
past, our clientele were mainly women with children. Our 
clients today are a nuclear family, a husband, wife and 3 lovely 
children, ages 5, 6, and 7. Their story is one we have all heard, 
especially in this economy.  

Dad was an up and coming real estate broker in Florida. He 
and Mom had been married for only a short time when their 
son came along. Wow, what a perfect family and perfect 
lifestyle! After their daughters were born, Dad and Mom had 
a beautiful home and two additional houses for rent or sale. 
Without warning, the bottom fell out of the real estate market, 
and suddenly the two rental properties were in foreclosure. 
They tried to find jobs, but Florida is a depressed market.  

Coming back to this area, Dad had a promise of a good job 
and Mom, raised in Bartlett, were coming back to familiar 
territory. Upon arrival, Dad was told that the job offer no 
longer existed. The two of them had rented a house and went 
searching for work, but it was a lost cause. In September, 
the family was being evicted from their home in Naperville, 
and owed scads of money. Through the wisdom of the Holy 
Spirit, this family was referred to Bridge Communities, our 
Transitional Housing partner. 

We have accepted this family into our program apartment. 
This is a safe, 3-bedroom apartment located in Glendale 
Heights. Our church provides this apartment for a period of 
up to 2 years. However, there is still work to do. The family 
signed a strict contract with the program that outlines the 
tasks that they must accomplish — finding work, building a 
budget, focus upon debt reduction, leaving their old habits 
behind and establishing a new life style. 

I am grateful to the community of St. Isidore, for it is you 
that allows me to administer this wonderful ministry. It is 
your generosity that funds We Care, where our program 
monies come from.  It is your generosity that accepts the 
call of “Nurturing Neighbors” who supplies us with mentors 
that work directly with the client, guiding them in their walk 
toward independent living. It is you, the community of St. 
Isidore that lives your faith in action. May God Bless each of 
You in this New Year!

By Deacon Don Randolph

The Face of the New Homeless
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Let’s look at the immigration issue
By Deacon Terry Cummiskey

In the United States, the issue of immigration is controversial, although the concept has existed 
throughout history. In the Bible we read about the Jewish people immigrating to the promised 
land after fleeing their persecution in Egypt. The Holy Family were refugees in Egypt as 
they hid from the wrath of King Herod. The U.S. prides itself on being a melting pot and is 
comprised of sons and daughters of immigrants. 

Today, waves of immigrants are being targeted. Five states 
have passed legislation to allow police to take immigration 
issues into their own jurisdiction. Acting as an extension 
of federal officials, local officials can arrest and detain 
undocumented immigrants. Politicians are pushing for more 
construction of a high tech border walls and more border 
patrol agencies. Congress is considering implementation of 
eVerify, a mandatory electronic verification for every employee 
in the U.S.   

The choice to leave home and family is never an easy one. But 
many make that choice out of economic necessity. Policies that 
target undocumented immigrants often endanger the family 
unit.  

For the Catholic Church, the protection of the family has been 
a driving force to work for immigration reform. Christ teaches 
us to treat all people with compassion. 

For a Catholic perspective on the immigration issue, see the 
U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter Welcoming the Stranger Among 
Us: Unity in Diversity at their website, www.USCCB.org.

Life isn’t about waiting for 
the storm to pass; it’s about 
learning to dance  in the rain.



Harvester Newsletter    ~18

Our parish cemetery has no grave sites available or space to create more, so our leadership is contemplating 
a project to build a columbarium -- a structure of vaults lined with recesses, or niches, for cremated remains. 
Catholic Canon Law does allow for cremation and above ground entombment as an alternative to earth burial. 
Columbariums can be found in many Catholic cemeteries. The entire project will be funded through parishioners’ 
purchases of niches.  Construction will begin following the completion of pre-sales of enough niches to finance the 
project. Our hope is that construction can begin this Spring.  Columbarium advantages:

• Dignified, 
above ground 
entombment

• Immaculate, clean 
and dry

• Easy to locate 
and year round 
visitation

• One decision 
solves all cemetery 
arrangements

• Cremation is 
affordable

The survey below seeks 
your personal input and 
interest in the project.

Introducing Our Columbarium Project

Columbarium SURVEY

Please complete and return this survey to the parish office or place in the collection basket. 
Thank you. 

I/We currently own _____ plot(s) at St. Isidore Cemetery.

If you selected to purchase a niche, when would you make this purchase? (circle one)

a) during the pre-construction phase (price would be approximately $2,800)

b) after the project is complete (price would be approximately $3,000)

c) at some point in the next _____ years (price would be somewhat higher than $3,000)

d) my family or estate will be handling this after my passing

e) not interested
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? . . . . 

This is your opportunity to let us know what you think or what you want to know about parish, church etc. We will run 
questions and responses as space allows. Be brief and to the point. We will not acknowledge any comments which do not 
have a name, address and phone number. Indicate whether or not we can use your name. Drop in Sunday’s basket or at 
the rectory office.

Name  

Address  

Phone       Use my name?      [  ]  Yes         [  ]  No
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