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A Fresh
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Written by Michael Fassbender

With today’s technology, there are more ways to become and remain
connected than ever before. Here at St. Isidore, we have used the Web
as a way of reaching out to our parishioners for some time; recently,
however, we have expanded our Web presence substantially. Our new
site offers something for every parishioner, as well as others interested
in learning about us. Have you seen it?
If you haven’t visited in a while, enter “www.stisidoreparish.
org” in your browser or scan the QR code provided in the
bulletin with your smart phone. With an uncluttered layout
and straightforward organization, the home page is easier to
navigate than ever.
Communication works both ways, and the central portion of
the home page is there to facilitate it. The Parish Headlines
box offers links to the most immediate parish news items.
Just below that is a link to Fr. Jim’s “From the Pastor’s
Corner” article. If you would like to have the parish newsletter
delivered to your e-mail inbox, you can also participate by
providing your address here.
Just above is a set of drop-down menus for those who are
seeking particular information. Whether you need Mass
times, contact information for a staff member, or ministry
opportunities, it can be found here. In most cases, the
appropriate link will become apparent if you let the mouse’s
pointer hover over the suitable heading. If the information you

seek is less obvious, or if it changes regularly, you can click on
any of these headings and see a fuller list of options.
At the top of the page are some quick links to useful
information. From these links, you can return to the home
page, get directions to St. Isidore, or send a message to the
parish. The Calendar will take you to a page with a very
thorough list of events. Online-giving offers you a way to make
a targeted donation, while the Facebook link takes you to St.
Isidore’s very own Facebook page.
If English is not your native language, a link in the upper
right corner will allow you to translate the current page into
your language through the use of Google Translate. Finally,
an online copy of the latest parish bulletin and issue of the
Harvester can be found just beneath the translation link.
Come visit the new web page, and see what it has to offer. If
you have any questions, contact our Parish Administrator,
Tom Norton (630-529-3045).

www.stisidoreparish.org
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Youth Ministry at St. Isidore Parish is a revelation, a source of joy and

growth as our children grow into the fullness of their faith. Our excitement as a parish stems from the areas in which the
LINK is forging into new territory to meet the spiritual needs of our youth. Connect Youth Ministries, provides foundational
instruction to our kids in the form of faith formation classes. These culminate in each child’s confirmation into the Catholic
faith. Youth ministry is burgeoning and reaching out in new ways to new kids through the faith sharing groups that meet in the
years after confirmation is completed. Instead of ever being ‘done’ in their growth, these kids seek to expand their journey, seek
answers to their questions, and find deep community in the faith sharing classes that meet each weeknight.

Teen Life

Our Hope

Written by Penni Cannova

The next set of Parent Nights
will be held the week of
January 12–17. Parents may come at
6:00 pm or at 7:15 pm, as they drop
their children off for Youth Group
sessions each evening, or they may
come independently if they do not
have any children in session at
this time. The groups will discuss
a variety of topics ranging from
family dynamics to media and our
culture. It is a safe place to discuss
your concerns and successes with
others.

David Heimann, director of Youth Ministries, explains that
this ministry at St. Isidore seeks to ‘comprehensively look at the
whole person’ and, fits that person’s needs into a comprehensive
Catholic framework. We do not serve just one type of person, so
we seek to animate the interests of all of our kids by recognizing
that each has unique interests and gifts. The LINK offers
classes in a wide variety of topics, from theological questions, to
building social skills and being impactful as leaders. They explore
their interest in the saints, pro-life tenets, and God’s design for
their lives. With 40 youth groups, ranging from confirmation
preparation to faith-sharing topics, our parish’s support of
Connect Youth Ministries provides a path for our kids to explore
and take hold of their Catholic faith.
One brand new area for the LINK, the Parent Nights, also fits
into this comprehensive framework. David speaks of a former era,
when so many Catholic youth attended parochial school, and the
family’s church and school lives naturally aligned so that parents
could easily meet each other.
In our current culture, parents don’t have the same kind of
relationship with other parents. Connect Youth Ministries, also
seeks to meet the needs of their parents, thereby widening the
effect that it will have on teenagers. Parent nights provide a place
for parents to meet, ask questions and find answers. They are
intended for those parents who feel they are finding success as
well as those who are struggling, to come together to support and
learn from one another.
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Scripture relates the many journeys
of Paul to spread the Word of God.
Search below for the many places he visited.
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Antioch

Athens

Arabia

Beroea

Caesarea

Cilicia

Corinth

Cyprus

Damascus

Ephesus

Galatia

Jerusalem

Lycaonia

Malta

Macedonia

Miletus

Myra

Perga

Pisidia

Philippi

Phrygia

Rome

Tyre

Thessalonica

CCW

Attention All Women of the Parish
Written by Dorothy Jaskey
Photo by Bill Archer

With a membership of close to 100 women, the St. Isidore Parish CCW (Council of
Catholic Women) is growing steadily. Under the leadership of President Michele Miller and a remarkable
Board, the CCW offers spiritual and charitable ventures.
Plus it is a group of women who enjoy great camaraderie
and enjoy participating in each activity they undertake.
Their first two fund (fun) raisers, Trivia Night and
Holiday Craft Show netted $4,683. This money will
be used to support the various causes voted on by the
CCW membership throughout their year (Sept-May).
Contributing to the We Care Fund will be one of the
many ways the CCW will support our local community
this year.
CCW realizes our charitable donations are possible
through the generosity of the St. Isidore parishioners and
friends.
A very special holiday celebration was the Christmas
Party on Thursday, December 13. The members enjoyed
a delectable dinner followed by a musical presentation from
the Canterbury Carollers, plus other surprises.

Did you miss the Craft Fair?

Continuing their annual pursuit of bringing Christmas
y,
cheer to the shut-in at the West Suburban Health Facility,
the CCW members with teens from a confirmation class
played bingo with the residents and showered them with
gifts on Tuesday, December 18. Chairlady, Ann Gazda,
said Santa entertained and brought gifts to those guests
who were in their rooms and could not join the party.
The possibility that Mother Nature may be offering
bitter weather does not stop these ladies. Instead of their
usual monthly meeting, CCW will have a “Girls’ Night
Out” at John and Tony’s Restaurant in West Chicago on
Thursday, January 17. Regardless of what is outside, the
women will enjoy an evening of delicious food, a movie,
conversation and laughter.

The CCW always welcomes new members.
~5 St. Isidore Parish

Children
of Mary
Written by Barb Mendralla

All humans have a need to belong to a group
or have friendships. People with special needs are no
different. However, it can be difficult for them to find a group
of friends for social outings. For this reason, Debbie Barnes of
Resurrection in Wayne and Corpus Christi Parish in Carol
Stream formed the Children of Mary Ministry.
Debbie worked with the Joliet Diocese Respect Life Office
in creating this ministry. She wanted a social group for teens
and adults that is rooted in the Catholic faith. The ministry’s
mission is “to provide the tools and the resources to assist each
individual in his/her Christian journey towards a fuller and
richer quality of life.”
The group meets every Friday from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm.
They start at Corpus Christi with prayer and scripture and
then have an activity. Additionally, they have other weekend
outings once a month which allows people who cannot attend
on Friday be a part of the group.
Some outings are purely social such as shopping, miniature
golfing or visiting pumpkin farms. Other meetings are spent
learning life skills such as cooking. There are also events
where participants minister to others such as making treats for
dogs and visiting an animal shelter or Christmas caroling at an
assisted living facility.

At Thanksgiving, Children of Mary members attended Mass
together and then feasted on a delicious Thanksgiving meal
they had cooked for themselves and their families. Debbie said
the members were especially proud to be cooking for their
families.
St. Isidore parishioner Jeff Collins is an active member of
the group. He enjoys the outings because of the opportunity
to socialize. Jeff ’s dad, John, shared that people with special
needs attend school until they turn twenty-two. Many times
they are not able to have jobs, so after this age there is a big
void in their life when it comes to socialization. John and his
wife, Linda, see Children of Mary as a God-send that helps fill
this void. They say that even if Jeff isn’t feeling well, he wants
to attend the outings so he can visit with his friends.
Jeff and other members of the group perform additional
outreach by volunteering weekly at the Neighborhood Food
Pantries’ at Resurrection Parish. Debbie shared how pantry
clients enjoy seeing the smiling faces of these Children of
Mary members.
The members would love to have more people attend their
outings. Debbie hopes to add another day of activities
beginning in January. She believes there are more people
who can benefit from being part of this ministry and would
like to spread the word about it. Additional volunteers are
always welcome. Contact Debbie at (630)788-6382 or visit the
website at childrenofmary.weebly.com for more information.
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Your Church Home

PLEASE DON’T

LEAVE A MESS

Written by Angela Orlando

In early fall, we talked a lot about
stewardship. Maybe we need to talk
about it all year long.
Ever wonder how everything in church always
looks so neat? Unfortunately, it isn’t always that
way. When one enters the church on Monday
morning, it often looks like a cyclone has hit it.
It takes several hours for maintenance men and
volunteers to put the church aright!
Little things mean a lot; maybe you can help.
•

Before you leave your pew at the end of Mass,
place the song books upright in the wooden
slots or under the chair. Place the Mass aids
on the front of the songbook.

•

If you’ve been giving your very young
children cereal Os, please pick up any that
were dropped on the floor or seat.

•

Did you forget to remove chewing gum from
your mouth when you entered the church?
Please pick up that wad and take it out to the
waste receptacle in the Narthex.

•

Has your youngster written on the blank
envelopes in the pew? Remove them to the
waste receptacle as well.

•

When you bring copies of Novena prayers
with you to church, take them with you when
you leave.

•

If you use the restrooms, place all paper
towels in the trash receptacles.

This is your church home. Please treat it as you
would your own home—leave it better than you
found it. Your little piece of stewardship means a
lot to others

Giving by
Example
Written by Ryan Griffin

As Catholics we know Christmas is the season
for giving to those less fortunate. All around St.
Isidore had many projects that showed the spirit of
the Christmas season. We have a long tradition of
giving in our parish.
One of those groups is our Religious Education
(RE) students who this year did many different
projects to celebrate the Christmas season. This
year the 3rd to 5th graders will be raised money to
buy gifts for the seniors at the Lexington Nursing
Home. They earned the money by doing small
jobs at their own homes. The 2nd grade RE class
decorated bags for the gifts given to the seniors.
Some of the 1st grade students were making
Christmas placemats for the seniors as well. The
gifts were accompanied with Christmas cards
made from recycled paper and some of the gifts
included ornaments made by our RE students.
Giving is nothing new to RE Students. This past
Thanksgiving the fourth grade students made “Do
It Yourself ” placemats for each family that attended
the Thanksgiving Food Drive. They also included
stickers and crayons for the children in the families
to help them decorate their placemats.
Finally in January the New Year during Catholic
Education Week, all of the RE students will
continue in their annual tradition making
Valentines for the Vets at the VA Hospital in
Maywood, IL. The RE students have been doing
this for past five years in conjunction with the
Village of Glendale Heights. They do this to pay
tribute to the Vets on Valentine’s Day so they know
they are always remembered all year round and not
just on Veterans Day.
So in the Season of Giving and into 2013, let’s
follow in the example of our RE students and give
back to those who are not as fortunate as we are!
~7 St. Isidore Parish

Reflections on a Stewardship Journey
from your Stewardship Council members
Kim
Ramsey

It began small and slow. In the beginning, sharing time, talent and treasure
was something I knew I should be doing and realized I needed to do more. I had 4
young children, a husband and a new business just launching. I was not sure how I
could possibly contribute or how I could add value, but knew that I needed to start
somewhere. I began my stewardship journey by signing up for a single ministry and
began giving regularly at Mass. Looking back, I never realized how God would draw
me in. The more I gave of my time and treasure, the more I felt a calm reassurance that
my and my family’s needs would be cared for. In my own faith journey – there have
been many times that I needed to take a leap of faith. There has never been a day that I
felt I had “enough time” to volunteer or “enough money” to donate – but once I began –
I found that there was always enough, if I only let go and let God lead. The more I gave
of myself, the more He helped me. As I am called deeper and deeper into stewardship
on all levels – time, talent and treasure – He reveals his goodness again and again.

Carol
Balabanow

My stewardship journey began over ten years ago when I became seriously ill. As I
recuperated, I had the time to reflect on my life and I realized that I had not fulfilled the
dreams closest to my heart. God saw me through the illness and I emerged a different
person. He is the center of my life now, and every day I try to make the choices that
will align with His teachings. When you make that kind of commitment, everything
begins to fall into place. Your life becomes an adventure full of surprises because God
blessed each of us with certain gifts and he knows the best way to help them blossom
in us and in the most efficient way. For example, for the few minutes a day that I spend
with God or allow him to work through me, He shows me countless ways to save time
and, in some cases, helps me to leap frog to heights I never expected to achieve. I never
expected to be living through the hard times we are facing today, yet my heart is at ease,
I see beauty in the simplest things, and I know that God has my back.

Julia
Olsta
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For me, the path to understanding stewardship has been a slow but steady journey.
As my faith has deepened, so also has my gratitude for all of the gifts which God has
given to me and my family. This appreciation has spawned in me a burning need to
share what I have been given with my church and my community. Sometimes I am
overwhelmed when I contemplate how abundant God’s love is for us. But I have also
come to the realization that God calls all of us to be his hands and feet. Because of His
great generosity, I, as his daughter, am called to share the time, talent, and treasure He
has freely given to me. But the best part is that, the more I give, the closer I get to God
and the greater joy I feel! By following God’s call, He has blessed me with a peace that
is difficult to describe.

Stewardship Reflections
Kathy
Harbke

At the beginning of my faith journey, my relationship with God was one-way – I
wanted what I prayed for, but really didn't give a lot to Him. When I found myself in
a situation and had nowhere else to turn, I turned to God. I spent a lot more time in
prayer and deepened my relationship with God. I learned how to be still and listen. I
learned how to "Let go and let God"'; relying on God 100%. As my faith increased so
did my understanding of Stewardship. It is about giving back to God in thanksgiving
for all the blessings He has bestowed on me. But more importantly, it is about giving my
time (in prayer) and my talents (through ministry). I took a leap of faith by letting go,
deepening my relationship with God and getting involved. My situation was resolved
by God. I urge everyone to take that leap and let Him guide you in all areas of your life.
You’ll be amazed at the results!

Toni
Sinnott

When I finally understood that being a good steward was a direct correlation to my
relationship with God, I realized that I had to work really hard at developing that
relationship just as I have done and continue to do with others. Prayer has played an
important role in my stewardship journey as I develop a closer relationship with Him.
I pray often asking for God's grace to make right decisions, for a special favor, but also
with abundant gratitude for the blessings He has given me. I have been blessed in many
ways. There is no better way for me to be a good and grateful steward of the time, talent
and treasure I have received than to use them responsibly, share them and return them
to God with increase...every day in every way. I am still on that journey.

Some Practical Stewardship Ideas
•

When standing in the store checkout line, let someone
with fewer items go ahead of you

•

Sing at Mass

•

Send an unexpected thank you note for a small favor

•

See if you can go one day without complaining

•

Each day, say a prayer for one of the world's trouble spots

•

Turn off the TV, phone, computer, iPad and spend an hour
devoted to someone you love

•

Recycle more

•

Buy or pick a flower for someone - without a
reason

•

If you hear a great homily, tell the homilist

•

If you spot a neighbor in the store, on a walk, at
the mall, etc. stop for a brief chat

•

Abstain from something you like - meat, a
latte, a cold drink - save the money and give it
to charity
~9 St. Isidore Parish

Stewardship

Eight Ways to Cultivate Gratitude
an excerpt from God Will Provide by Patricia Treece

1

Make a decision to start noticing the
huge things that you take for granted.
For example, by thanking God for the
ability to breathe.

2

Make another decision to start
noticing the small gifts of God that
you receive each day. For instance, a
call from a friend.

3
4
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Make thanking God part of your
daily routine. Some families while
saying grace ask each child, “What
are you most grateful for today?” If it
works for kids, it works for adults too.

Start a gratitude notebook. It isn’t
necessary that you write every day.
Grab the notebook when the Spirit
moves you and write whatever comes
to mind that you see as a gift from
God. Later as you read the book back,
your overall attitude of gratitude will
almost certainly increase.
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5

Imagine gratitude. Pause from time
to time during the day and envision
two great hands open in giving with
the thought, “At this moment God is
handing me all I have.”

6

Ponder how far, in their conviction
of the goodness of God, saints take
gratitude. Dutch priest Titus Brandsma
wrote a poem of love and gratitude to
God in a Nazi prison cell!

7
8

Show concretely you are grateful for
divine providence by giving God a little
something in thanks. Do something for
God; don’t just ask Him for favors. If you
pray and discern, God will help guide
you in giving an appropriate gift.

Make a decision that you will react
with gratitude for what you have Any
morning you wake up overwhelmed by
your situation, before you can sink into
despair, think of five things that you are
grateful for.•If you hear a great homily,
tell the homilist.

Infant Baptism
Written by Barb Tillman

Baptism is the first sacrament of initiation
into the Catholic Church. Every child is created in

Baptism. Claimed by Christ, belonging to Christ. We are His
people and He is our God.

the image of God, and through Baptism becomes a child of
God.

When Baptism is celebrated at Mass, a litany of the saints is
sung, calling upon all that have gone before us in faith. “Mary
and Joseph pray for us. All you holy men and women pray for
us.” Heaven and earth are called together and unite singing
praises to God.

A child is changed through Baptism and will be connected
to the Universal Church as represented by the Priest and/
or Deacon who presides at the sacrament of Baptism.
As Christians, we are all united as the Body of Christ in
celebration of this new life that will be joining the community
of believers.
Through Baptism, a child is taken into the tomb as Jesus
Christ was in his death, and resurrected into an abundant new
life, clothed in Christ. We symbolize this action by removing
the old clothes and old self and replacing it with the new
clothes of Baptism.
The Priest or Deacon explains the parents’ responsibility to
bring the child up in the faith. All those present are joyful to
welcome this new member.
The Priest or Deacon claims the child for Christ. As
Christians, Christ claims us all through the sacrament of

The Priest or Deacon blesses the waters of the font and
reminds those present of the wonderful work of God while
calling down the Holy Spirit upon the water. The water in
the baptismal font has been warmed and is gently moving,
symbolizing life. It is alive, not stagnant, and will soon provide
new life to this child.
After the child has been baptized during the Mass celebration,
a song is sung recognizing what God had just done. “You are
God’s work of art, created in Jesus the Christ.” This child went
from life to death to resurrection into a new life, one of, and
with, Christ.
A baptismal candle is lit by the godfather from the Easter
candle and is brought to the child, symbolizing how this child,
changed by Baptism, will bring light into the darkness, light
into the world.

Let us all rejoice and be glad!
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ST. ISIDORE School
NEWS

Written by Tracy Locanto

The school was very busy this past fall with activities that included the Jogathon, Halloween Party,
Children’s Christmas Concert, Live Nativity, and Santa’s Workshop shopping day for kids. Fundraisers
included the 3 on 3 basketball tournament, Football Mania, Market Day Giftware Sale, Book fair,
Poinsettia sale, and Clothing Sale.
Congratulations to the 7th and 8th grade Girls’ Volleyball Teams who played at the championship games.
The 7th graders took first place and the 8th graders took second.
Welcome to new staff member Mike Yerly who is the new Development Director. Principal Cyndi
Collins explains that he will be “helping to spread the good news about St. Isidore School and cultivating
relationships with people both within and outside the community.” Mike has many years of experience in
the field of marketing and development, working in both academia and business capacities.
New this year is a monthly Military Collection. Thanks to families who have donated non-perishable
food, socks and hand warmers. The troops really appreciate these greatly needed items.
The Veterans’ Day Celebration included a bulletin board featuring students’ relatives who served in the
Armed Forces. Eight veterans also visited the school and students prepared questions to ask them in
interactive assemblies.
For Grandparents Day, the school children participated in a beautiful Mass to celebrate the special place
Grandparents have in their lives. After a breakfast reception, grandparents had an opportunity to visit
their grandchildren’s classrooms.
Save the date for the St. Isidore Annual Auction on February 23. Just like in Willy Wonka, it will be an
“Evening of Pure Imagination.” The gala begins at 5:30 pm at the Abbington Banquets in Glen Ellyn.
Tickets are $70 each if purchased by January 31. The event will include a “Fund A Cause” opportunity
dedicated to improving school technology. Last year the school purchased tablets for the computer lab
and funded the new kindergarten classroom. This year the goal is to purchase more tablets and improve
network infrastructure. Some exciting live auction items include:
•

6 tickets to the Bears vs. Packers game at Soldier Field during
the 2013-2014 season

•

2 tickets to all 10 Bears home games on the Media Deck for
the 2013-2014 season

•

Use of a vacation house in California

•

Box seats at a Bulls game

Thanks to Auction Chairpersons Debbie and Randy Isoda. Their dedicated committee includes: Gloria
Lorusso, Loralee Pearson, Antonette Tobin, Jacki Premak, Maria McHugh, Jeanine Vena, Jen Stark, Aida
Modugno, Kristy Rust, Mary Beth Larson, Tess Schoder, and Joel Ferrer.
Mark your calendar for the St. Isidore School Open House on March 8.
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Kids Helping Kids

Written by Julia (high school) and
Anthony Locanto (sixth grade)
Photos by Tracy Locanto

Feed My Starving Children
(FMSC) is a Christian
organization that helps to feed
hungry children and adults all
around the world. There are three
working sites each in Minnesota and Illinois,
and one in Arizona. St. Isidore students and
parishioners visit FMSC monthly. When we
arrive, we see a video explaining how the
food we prepare really nourishes starving
people around the world. The food is called
a MannaPack; it is a mixture of rice, soy,
dried vegetables, vitamins and minerals in
which the people receiving it only need to
add water.
We are split into different groups of volunteers
to work together to package as much food as possible while we
are there. Each person in the group puts a different ingredient
into a bag, which is then weighed and sealed. Another group
of volunteers help to box up the bags. According to volunteer
coordinator Sherry Schellinger, each person is expected to
pack one box each; every box includes 36 bags of food, which
is about 216 meals. Every box costs about $50 to make, and the
70 countries receiving the food only pay for shipping (although
this cost is usually covered by missionaries). Before the boxes
are shipped, we all pray for the safety of the food and the people
that it is going to.

Doing this service project helps us to realize that we aren’t
helpless, and there are things that we can do to help others
around the world. The video shows starving children before and
after they eat the MannaPack. It was very sad and depressing to
see other kids struggling with something we take for granted
every day.
This organization is run purely through donations and volunteer
time. Another way that students can help is by purchasing
M&M containers and filling them up with money to later be
returned to FMSC. According to Mrs. Schellinger, St. Isidore
donated over $1,000 last year.
During our visit to FMSC, we get to sample the MannaPack.
The food tastes pretty good, but we can’t imagine eating it every
day. We are very lucky to have as much as we have, and we’re
happy to be able to share it with others.
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Where Has All the Food Gone?
Written by Angela Orlando
Photos by Bill Archer

On any weekend at St. Isidore, there are several boxes, cans
and bags of non-perishable food stuffs left in the narthex.
The next day it’s empty; where does it go?
What was “Feeding Northwest DuPage”
has become the “Neighborhood Food
Pantries”. Neighborhood Food Pantries
is a network of six sites feeding residents
of 11 communities in DuPage County
who are struggling with food security.
The organization was founded by St.
Isidore and Resurrection leading a
group of 12 churches in 1999. Only
two people from St Isidore serve on the
board of directors. Tom Norton is the
part time Executive Director.
There are three food pantries close to
our area— a mobile market at Family
in Faith Church in Glendale Heights,
Lutheran Church of the Master
in Carol Stream and Resurrection
Catholic Church in Wayne. Among
these three, residents of Carol Stream,
Bloomingdale, Glendale Heights,
Bartlett, Roselle, Addison, Wayne,
Hanover Park and part of West Chicago
are referred by the township offices.
The beginning of each week, usually
on Monday, the many baskets of food
are carted away to the Lutheran Church
of the Master Food Pantry, by Tania
Brown, Site Director, in her van. This
is then sorted and stacked similar to a
grocery store by the volunteers at that
site. The pantry is open at least 12 hours
a week.
At Resurrection Parish in Wayne, the
Site Director, Kathy McKinley does
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the same thing. The volunteers at
Resurrection Parish include parishioners
from St. Isidore, Resurrection, Living
Lord Lutheran Church in Bartlett and
the Little Home Church by the Wayside
in Wayne. Kathy and her helpers are
there over twelve hours over four days
each week as guests come in and “shop”
for groceries for their families. When
the clients checks in, they take a cart and
pick out a variety of food to feed their
family.
Over 3,100 individual households have
been served so far this year, among
the six sites, with 1,630 visits a month.
Some clients shop once a month and

some twice a month. The grocery
staples include cereal, canned soup
and vegetables, peanut butter, instant
potatoes, rice, pasta and occasionally
the newer grains, quinoa and couscous.
Paper products are always in demand
since these cannot be purchased with
food stamps. Several of the local food
stores also donate bread, rolls, dairy,
meat and some frozen foods which
are getting close to their expiration
dates. Additionally, during the summer
into fall, our St. Isidore parish garden
alone yields about a half a ton of fresh
vegetables.

Northern Illinois Food Bank
•

•

•

Our “local” food bank is located in Geneva, Illinois
and provides food to over 600 local food pantries
such as Resurrection and Lutheran Church of the
Master, in 13 Northern Illinois Counties.
The Northern Illinois Food Bank (NIFB) is one of
200 member food banks in the Feeding America
Network. Last year, NIFB supplied 40.8 million
pounds of food to the sites in thirteen counties.
Eight Illinois Food Banks helped to feed 1.2
million residents last year. One in ten residents
needs help so that they don’t go to bed hungry.

•

The Northern Illinois Food Bank is a nonprofit
with funding from individual and corporate
contributions, government funding, program fees
and Capital Campaign Contributions.

•

Several of their personnel are AmeriCorps
volunteers who receive a stipend from the Federal
or State Program.
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Each of the six sites in DuPage County also buys
from the Northern Illinois Food Bank. whatever
else is needed to fill the needs of our neighbors.
Food donated by larger corporations may include
items with label changes, formula changes, and
items close to their expiration/sell by date. Filling
the shelves with food from the Northern Illinois
Food Bank costs each site 18 cents a pound and
that includes shipping and handling. When you
donate a dollar to the food pantry it actually
provides six meals.
The next weekend, it starts all over again.
If you need help, wish to make a donation
or volunteer your time, visit he website at
“NeighborhoodFP.org” to get more information.
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Michelle and Alphonso Peluso
Thank you to all who donated items to help provide a complete
Thanksgiving Dinner to a family in need. Donations this year were
substantially lower than recent years but we were still able to provide a
complete meal for the 250 registered families, 45 unregistered walk-in
families and send an additional 80-100 turkeys to the Bloomingdale
Township Food Pantry. The Guests’ children received two books
(which most seemed happy with) and all remaining books were sent to
the People’s Resource Center.
Thank you to all the RE and St. Isidore families who
encouraged their children to donate food and books. A
special thank you goes to Cloverdale School who took it
upon themselves to hold a Food Drive at Dominick’s in
Carol Stream on our behalf and collect over $2,200 worth of
groceries from shoppers as well as taking food
collections from their students and staff. Even
with this help, many in attendance on the night
of the Drive noticed the sparseness of donations
we are used to seeing for this Ministry. Cash
and gift cards donated that weekend were used
to purchase canned food on Sunday afternoon
and a volunteer went to purchase $500 worth
of canned goods from my “needed” list. Please
remember that every item counts!
Thank you to the 250 volunteers who helped
make this years’ event possible. Peggy
Morahan will be the new Coordinator of the
Thanksgiving Drive Committee. Some of you
have stepped forward to a chair a subcommittee
but others are still needed. It has been a
Blessing to meet and work with so many of our Parishioners
the last three years. Remember that this is the St. Isidore
Thanksgiving Drive and without your help, it is not possible to
serve others as Jesus instructs us to do!
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