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We recently had a reminder that staying safe in recent times of
mass shootings is everyone’s responsibility.
Members of the parish staff spoke again at all the Masses reminding us that armed intruders are an everyday
occurrence and we need to be aware of our surroundings at all times. It is fervently hoped that it will never
happen but…
There are many other safety issues that occur when we meet in public places and we should all think about
and be prepared for the many possibilities.
What would you do if somehow a candle in the candle chapel started a fire? Have you ever seen a fire
extinguisher near it? Do you know how to use one? Pull the pin and aim at the base of the fire. There are
seven fire extinguishers scattered throughout the narthex and the rooms adjacent to it.
Public buildings are required to have fire alarm “pulls”.
What is that? The 5x5 inch red squares near each
exit door has a handle on it that reads PULL. That
sends an alarm call to the local 9-1-1 center and they
immediately send an engine along with
an ambulance. Have you ever
noticed them?

4-1-1 on Safety
at St. Isidore

And if there were a fire near one of
the doors, do you really know where
the other four doors in the narthex
are? There are
ar three very obvious doors and two not so
obvious. Did you remember that there is one through
the cry room on the north corner of the narthex? Have
you been in the Father Guiney room? Did you notice
that there is an exit door to the Peace Garden? And just
to be sure, there are two in our worship space on either
side of the altar that lead out to the west side of church.
What would you do if someone got sick, fainted, had a
heart attack or fell and injured themselves anyplace in
the building? Do you know where the phone is? (Yes, we
know that half of our population has a cell phone but
some leave it in the car or can’t find it in their purse.)
Next time you’re in the narthex, look toward the rest
rooms. On the wall in that short hall
is a phone that you pick up, dial 9 and
you get a dial tone, then dial 9-1-1. And
while you’re looking at that area, note the
AED (automatic external defibrillator). If
someone had a heart attack and/or stopped
breathing, time is of the essence. Tell
someone to call 9-1-1. Open the cabinet
door and follow the directions (verbal and
printed).
Yep, we are our brother’s keeper and we
need to know how to keep brothers and
sisters safe.

By Angela Orlando
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1921 – 2021 …
100 years … Wow!
That’s a long time!!!
But come May 15, 2020
(feast day of St. Isidore) our
St. Isidore Parish will kick
off a yearlong celebration of
remembering those 100 years.

Celebrating
Our Deep
Roots
By Dorothy Jaskey

And the festivities will continue with a summer picnic
on June 20, 2020 with food, games, car show, music,
5:00 p.m. Mass and so much more.
This may seem a long way off but planning for this
momentous event is underway by the Centennial
Team under the capable leadership of Debbie Isoda.
The committee is seeking photos and mementoes of
days gone by from the St. Isidore community. Contact
the parish office if you would be willing to share your
“treasures” – all will be returned.

Preparing
for the

Season
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Homegrown Youth Minister
St. Isidore Parish received quite a treat in mid-October
when parishioner, Nick Ventrella, was appointed as the
youth minister. As a fellow junior high faith formation
facilitator, one of the first things I noticed about Nick
is that he always has a smile on his face. He has a gift of
relating to teens that is inspiring to all.
By Barb Mendralla

Nick has been a St. Isidore parishioner from an early age.
While his family did not attend weekly mass, his mom’s
bedtime routine of saying “I love you, God bless you and
say your prayers” set a foundation for Nick’s faith. Former
St. Isidore Youth Minster, Andrea Gallo, was Nick’s
facilitator during his Confirmation formation and lit a fire
in him. His faith continued to grow and in high school,
Nick started attending mass regularly with his sister who
was studying for her Confirmation.
During his sophomore year at the University of Illinois,
Nick became involved with the campus Newman Center
and started attending daily mass. After graduating with
a degree in accountancy, Nick has been employed at the
DuPage County Department of Health, as well as spending
time day trading.
Many parishioners may already know Nick from his
ministry work in the Art and Environment Ministry and
his service on the Parish Pastoral Council, including a
term as chair. He has also facilitated junior high and
Confirmation groups and served as an adult leader on
Kairos retreats.

When the opening for the youth minister was announced,
several people approached Nick and urged him to apply
for the position. While thinking and praying about the
vocation, a friend who is an atheist urged Nick to pursue
the position because of his passion for his faith and youth
ministry.
Nick envisions his mission as assisting the priests in
leading the parish youth to heaven and become saints,
as well as helping teens realize what God is calling them
to be. While these may seem lofty goals, Nick has many
spiritual role models to call on for help.
One of these role models is Pope John Paul II, whose
holiness and devotion to Mary, Nick admires. Bishop
Robert Barron’s ability to make the Catholic faith
intellectual while maintaining its beauty, goodness and
truth helped Nick grow in his faith. Father Mike Schmitz,
chaplain for the Newman Center at the University of
Minnesota, Duluth and Jason Evert of the Chastity Project
both inspire Nick in his faith journey.
Besides wanting every teen who comes through the doors
of St. Isidore to pursue sainthood, Nick plays a mean game
of ping pong. Our parish is truly blessed to have this home
grown youth minister on staff.

Harvester
A publication of St. Isidore Church for all registered parishioners, so that they may share in the vitality of our faith community
Address, comments or articles to:
Harvester
St. Isidore Church
427 W. Army Trail Rd.
Bloomingdale, IL 60108

Harvester Newsletter

~4

Website:
Tom Norton

Staff:
William Archer
Penni Cannova
Michael Fassbender
Dorothy Jaskey

Diane Limanowski
Kathy Lopez
Barbara Mendralla
Angela Orlando
Mike Yerly

Christmas
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Find below these words that are found in
Chapter 2 of the Gospels of Luke and Matthew
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Motivation to Act

Pro-Life Action

“You may BE pro-life but have you
actively DONE pro-life?
Pro-life is not just something you are
but something you do.”

By Elise Houswerth
It was this quote in a pro-life email
that really motivated me to start
acting. Ever since learning about
the issue of abortion in junior
high, I have considered myself as
a staunch pro-life advocate. I have

discussed the topic often with
friends, acquaintances, and even a
few co-workers (those with whom
I was pretty close and knew it was
“safe” to broach the subject). But in
truth, I was not the pro-life advocate
that I thought I was. Sure, I wasn’t
afraid to talk about being pro-life….
mostly because the majority of people
with whom I spoke were, like I said,
“safe”. They typically had similar
values and outlook that I have, so the

conversations, while passionate, were
easy. But as James 2:18 states, “You
have faith and I have works; show me
your faith without the works, and I
will show you my faith by my works”.
So with those words in my mind, I
decided to finally attend the next
“Hour of Prayer” at the abortuary.
Driving to the clinic, I felt myself
becoming increasingly more anxious.
My initial zeal started to fade to
apprehension. I didn’t have a clue what
to expect. I wasn’t sure what would be
expected of me either, or if I was even
qualified to be there. I had never been
to a march or a protest of any kind. I
started to envision a heated protest
scene with loud chanting and angry
words thrown back at us. Instead,
what I experienced there was so far
from my nervous predictions. What I
experienced was love and hope. Even
at a place like that, where I expected
only to feel hatred and resentment,
I felt God. God was in the people
standing on the sidewalk next to me.
He was in the prayers and songs we
recited together. It was definitely
emotional at times, watching women
walk into the clinic, knowing their
end goal. But as we prayed the Rosary,
it was therapeutic. I felt calmed and
assured that God heard us. I felt my
indignation being replaced with faith.

I was not expecting to leave there
feeling the way I did: renewed and
motivated.
Now, having reflected on it more over
the last few weeks, I wondered if I had
made any difference. I wondered if
we had any impact on those women
going into the clinic. We might never
know...but we also don’t know who
may have seen our signs as they drove
by and it made them stop and think.
Maybe a mother who will go home to
her pregnant daughter and tell her
there is hope. Maybe a young boy or
girl saw the signs, but it won’t be until
weeks, months, maybe years later
having stuck with them that they
will remember the choice they have
when faced with a difficult decision
of an unplanned pregnancy. Maybe
we couldn’t save the people that day,
but thank God we get a chance every
single day to spread His love and word.
I know I will be back on the sidewalk
in the future to continue to pray for
those men, women, and especially the
children, because I do believe it will
help change the world. I hope next
time there will be more people who
feel called to stand and pray and sing
with us, as “Prayer Warriors”. Because
“If not you, then who? If not now, then
when?”

The Harvest is celebrating you, the parishioner; what has motivated you to
ministry. As we move into our next 100 years, we want to hear from you.

What Motivated You to Act?
Harvester Newsletter
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St. vincent De Paul:

A Tradition of Giving
By Penni Cannova

Many of us, as Catholics, are familiar with
the St. Vincent de Paul ministry.
Other than recognizing the name of the saint, however,
we may not know about the actual work accomplished by
this vital ministry. Begun in the 16th century in France,
the organization grew internationally through the work of
Blessed Frederick Oznaman during the 18th century.

Sharon Zappa is president of St. Vincent de Paul, and
explains their mission as giving a hand up, not a hand out.
The mission of the ministry is to reach out to the poor
and disenfranchised. Once a call is placed, the caller will
always receive a call back from an intake volunteer in our
St. Vincent de Paul conference. If the volunteer determines
that the ministry will be able to help, the person is then
interviewed at our parish office or in their home by a
ministry member. That member then sends the whole
team an email explaining the need and their assessment of
a solution. Again by email, the group reaches a consensus.
Another volunteer then phones the client back to explain
what help can be provided. If the conference determines
that they cannot meet a need, they do refer the caller.
The group meets monthly, opening with a prayer and a
reading on helping the poor. Then they reflect on that
reading and speak of the business of the month’s calls and
close with a prayer. From June of 2017 through October of
2018, they fielded 100 calls, helping over 30% of those and
referring the rest due to their need being out of the realm
of what this ministry could offer.

Here at St. Isidore, we have the
St. Vincent de Paul Conference.
People may call the parish office
with a need and then will receive
a return phone call from the St.
Vincent de Paul member. Their
need may be employment-related
or to obtain food, clothes or
help paying rent/mortgage, gas,
electric bills. Our ministry also
shows folks how to obtain LINK
cards and SNAP benefits. If our
ministry can help, we will. If
we cannot, we will always refer
the caller to another source of
assistance.

Christ directs us so movingly and clearly to reach out to
the poor, and St. Vincent de Paul Conference accomplishes
this in the most direct
and dignified manner.
They are in need of
volunteers who can
carry on this sacred
work. If you can only
make calls or interview
in the evening, that is
just fine. Once a year,
each October, they also
host a large clothing
drive and always need
volunteers to help load
the St. Vincent de Paul
truck on the donation
weekend.
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Vestments:

Ancient Clothing Endowed
with Renewed Meaning

By Michael Fassbender

The appearance of a priest at Mass is a familiar one. Catholics from all over the world
would recognize the vestments of a priest in any church. Every part of the vestments is
defined by ecclesiastical regulations and has a particular meaning.

The English word “vestments” is simply derived from a French word
for clothing, and in the beginning, vestments were ordinary clothes. In
the late Roman era, secular clothing changed, bringing new fashions
like trousers into common use. Under the influence of thinkers like St.
Jerome, clerical garb retained its older flavor, in large part to distinguish
priestly functions from everyday tasks by visible signs. The period from
the reign of Constantine until 900 saw most of the work in the definition
of priestly vestments and the application of symbolic meanings to them.
Today, there are four components to the vestments used in Mass. The
amice is an optional piece that can protect the outer robes from sweat
and perspiration. It is a cloth that sits about the neck and shoulders. It
is derived from a head covering, and retains a symbolic association with
the head. The alb is a white robe, originally an undergarment, and recalls
the white garment of Baptism and the white cloth draped over the casket
at a funeral. The alb is tied at the waist with the cincture, a white cord
that functions as a belt to gather the folds of the
alb. The stole is a long band of cloth that indicates
one’s liturgical office. Priests wear the stole over
both shoulders and down the front of the alb.
Finally, the chasuble is an outer garment that is
draped over the garments beneath.
The chasuble and stole share the liturgical color
of the Mass at which they are worn. Green is used
for Ordinary Time; violet is dominant in Advent
and Lent; white is used during the Christmas and
Easter seasons, and on major feast days; and red is
associated with the Holy Spirit, as at Pentecost, but
also with Christ’s Passion and feast days of apostles
and martyrs. Rose may be worn on one Sunday
each in Advent and Lent. Gold is sometimes used
instead of white.
Deacons wear the alb and stole, although the stole
hangs over the left shoulder on an angle toward
their right side. They may also wear an outer
garment called a Dalmatic.

Harvester Newsletter
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SIS Children’s Clothing & Equipment
Resale

By Diane Limanowski

The article that appeared in the Summer 2018 edition of the Harvester was primarily about the inception and
background of this School fundraiser. Here we are sharing information about the current Resale committee
and important contact advice.
The September 2018 Resale committee was chaired by Lisa Conte. Others on the
committee included: Wendy Butter, Jaclyn Dabeca, Valerie Daniello, Mary Sue Fornari,
Ann Hatt, Jeff Heydt, Margaret Kelliher, Angie Lindgren, Jennifer McFadden, Sandy
Samaniego, Anne-Margaret Shute, Mary Sierra, Linsey Thattil, Katie Thoms, Jeanine
Vena and Erika Williams.
If you have questions about selling, volunteering, and/or shopping at the Spring Resale
or any future Resales, detailed information is available online at https://isidoreresale.weebly.com/
To get your name on the School’s mailing list or to obtain additional information, please send an email to
ChildrensResale@saintisidoreschool.

Vestments:

Looking for a way to fund your child’s
Catholic education?

The Clerical Collar
The priest’s distinctive collar is a relatively new
development. Before the modern era, collars
were made separately from the
shirt, because they suffered
more wear and staining
than the rest of the shirt,
and this allowed them to be
cleaned separately. The idea
of a plain white collar with no
lapels was pioneered by the
Anglicans, and they wore it
with no other covering; the
white band was visible all
around the clergyman’s neck.
This fashion only took hold among Catholics
during the nineteenth century, and the classic
appearance of a small white square in the front
of the neck emerged because this collar was
added to a Roman cassock. While most priests
wear a black shirt and trousers instead of the
cassock, the collars are now made to give the
same impression.

There are multiple scholarships offered to the St.
Isidore Parish students. There are two opportunities
supported by the Council of Catholic Women (CCW).
The first opportunity is the Bishop Blanchette
(BBS) Scholarship which is for high school students
attending a Catholic high school. This scholarship is
sponsored by the Joliet Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women, supported by St. Isidore CCW.
The second chance is the CCW Scholarship, which is
available to a student entering 6th, 7th or 8th grade
at St. Isidore School the coming school year.
The application process is usually accompanied by
an essay written by the student. Each scholarship
has their own additional specific criteria and
deadlines to meet.
Watch for information and the application process
details to be posted in the bulletin after the holidays.
•

January-February for the BBS Scholarship

•

February-March for the CCW Scholarship

Be somebody who makes everybody feel like a somebody
~9 St. Isidore Parish

Mrs. Roberta Luster:

“Patron Saint” of the
School Library
By Mike Yerly, Director of Development

Back in the ‘90s, when her children Sean, (’92) and
Shannon, (’99) were here at St. Isidore School, Mrs.
Roberta (Bobbie) Luster, was always a big proponent
of our school library and reading in general. Last year,
fulfilling a desire she has had “for a very long time,” she
made a series of very generous donations of brand new
books to the school library; literally dozens and dozens of
children’s books she purchased for the school.
“I always loved to read, and always wanted to do
something for the library here,” she said when asked
about what influenced her to make such a kind donation.
“I wanted to give our school library books that contained
Catholic/Christian moral lessons in language and
pictures and about interesting people that elementary
school children could understand.”
Mrs. Luster is a long-time parishioner and has
participated in our parish choir. She certainly exemplifies
the heart-warming ties that not only our graduates, but
their parents maintain to St. Isidore School, even years
after they graduate. She has been referred to as “the
patron saint of the St. Isidore School library.”
Everyone agrees.

Christmas
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For the past several years,
the Knights of Columbus have
distributed bottles on the first
weekend of October, asking that
the bottles be returned with coins,
bills or checks, for the purpose of
saving the lives of babies. Okay,
but where does the money go, and
how is it used?
The funds collected are distributed to
support the programs and services of two
Chicagoland Pro–Life agencies, both very
effective, but with different missions.
Waterleaf is a pregnancy medical clinic
and education center with locations in
Aurora and Bolingbrook. Father Michael J.
McGivney Centers for Hope and Healing
are located in each Diocese in Illinois,
offering support and housing for pregnant
women.
Waterleaf provides practical help;
pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, STD
testing and treatment, as well as
continuing education and support for
women in our communities who would
otherwise be at risk for choosing abortion.
Hundreds of babies have been saved and
mothers’ lives have been changed by the
care and support from Waterleaf.
Father McGivney Centers are homes
for pregnant women who are choosing
life for their babies, but need help to
overcome difficult situations. The support
provides transitional housing, counseling,
education, spiritual nurturing, and other
care as needed by mothers and their
babies.

Baby Bottles for Life
Who Benefits?
By Ken Voelker
For more information on these agencies visit:
www.mcgivneycenter.com
www.waterleafwc.org
The Knights of Father John Guiney Council # 8522 appreciate the
generosity of St. Isidore Parish in support of Baby Bottles for Life,
and all of our charitable fundraisers throughout the year.

K of C honor our local first
responders at the Blue Mass
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May 2019 bring you the joy and peace that
is celebrated during Christmas. We pray that
your life be filled with many blessings as you
go forth to live the Good News.

The Harvester Staff
. Angie . Barb . Bill .
. Diane . Dorothy . Kathy .
. Michael . Mike . Penni .
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