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Welcome Anne Sinclair, 
Music Director

New Music 
in the Air

At the beginning of July, a new Music Director, Dr. 
Anne Sinclair joined the staff at St. Isidore Parish.
She recently moved back to our area, following a year in Las Vegas, 
NV, to be closer to her Dad. 

Anne’s music career began more than 25 years ago at St. 
Bernard’s, in Lockport (now Homer Glen); and she served 
as a Director of Music and Liturgy in many parishes in the 
Joliet Diocese including most recently St. Daniel the Profit 
in Wheaton.. 

She has a Doctor of Music Education degree from Indiana 
University Jacobs School of Music, as well as a Master 
of Science degree in Choral Music Education from the 
University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana. She also served 
shorter stints in parishes in Indianapolis, Milwaukee and 
Las Vegas.

Anne’s family, including her three siblings, they all work in 
the church in some capacity. Her younger sister Kathleen 
is a BVM nun in Arizona. Her brother Greg is a Pastoral 
Associate in Las Vegas. Back in Illinois, her youngest sister 
Barbara is comptroller at St. James in Arlington Heights. 

And, her father and his wife serve in the liturgical ministries in 
their church, St. Joseph’s in Homewood, where Anne grew up. 

She has recently completed her term on the Board of Directors of 
the Directors of Music Ministry Division of the National Pastoral 
Musicians Association. During her term she served as President for 
four years as well as Executive Secretary and Chair of Education. 

Anne comes to us with a passion for being a mentor for those 
singing in the church. She has presented workshops at various 
churches on Vocal Techniques, Vocal Health, and Choral 
Techniques. She also helps singers who have had a surgery to regain 
their voice with Vocal Therapy. She has taught elementary, middle 
school and high school choral music. 

Anne’s first impression of our parish came when she attended a few 
Masses before interviewing. She said, “It felt like home, gracious 
and welcoming; and very large!” She commented that this is the 
first place she will serve with a school. “It’s nice to be serving so 
many and so many cultural groups.”

Welcome Anne, let’s make some beautiful noise!  

By Kathy Lopez
Farewell
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By Tom Norton, Pastoral Associate, 
Stewardship, Communications, and Evangelization 

A friend of mine who is very active in parish 
ministry refuses to attend our annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner in April. She 
says, “I don’t need to be thanked for something 
I’m supposed to be doing as a Christian!” That 
is a saintly perspective. It is also something to 
think about for the rest of us.

Byy TTom NNoorton Passtoral Assssociatee

Annual Volunteer Appreciation 
Event Changes Focus

Fr. Jim presented his year’s recipients of the 
Farmer Award for their work in parish ministry 
to Isabel & Enrique Avila, Trini & Totie Leonardo, 
Julee & Mike Woodman.

Most of us like to feel appreciated, but is it spiritually healthy 
to make it our motivation for doing good? It tends to put the 
focus on the self. Catholic author Joe Paprocki says many 
Catholics have settled for a passive faith life as ministry 
spectators. He describes them as Catholics who Pray, Pay, 
and Obey. In that lifestyle, to volunteer in parish ministry is 
seen as unusual and extraordinary. In contrast, he asserts that 
Jesus’ final words to his disciples and us can be accurately 
characterized as Grow, Go, and Bestow. Our Baptism calls us 
to an active life as disciples, not passive spectators. It should 
just be what we do on a daily basis.

Don’t worry. We still had and will continue to have our 
April party!  But our reason for celebrating has changed. 
Accordingly, we changed the event name this past spring to 
Celebrating Our Gifts. We still had a great time, but the focus 
wasn’t on us. We aimed our gratitude at God for giving us 
the gifts to do the work of the Gospel. See the difference? It’s 
a change in focus from self to other. It’s a next step we’re all 
called to take: changing from passive believers into people 
Pope Francis calls missionary disciples. I think that is even 
more worthy of a celebration! Now maybe my friend will come 
to the party.

“I dream of a missionary option, that is, a missionary 
impulse capable of transforming everything, so that 
the Church’s customs, way of doing things, times and 
schedules, language and structures can be suitably 
channeled for the evangelization of today’s world 
rather than for her self-preservation. The renewal of 
structures demanded by pastoral conversion can only 
be understood in this light: as part of an effort to make 
them more mission-oriented, to make ordinary pastoral 
activity on every level more inclusive and open, to 
inspire in pastoral workers a constant desire to go forth 
and in this way elicit a positive response from all those 
whom Jesus summons to friendship with Him.” 

Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel (Evangelii 
Gaudium, #27)
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By Mike Yerly
School Director of Development

Centennial Celebration
Planning Underway

While the kick-off of St. Isidore Parish’s Centennial Celebration is still more than 
ten months away, a committee of parishioners and staff has been meeting for 
months, planning for what is shaping up to be a festive, memory- and activity-
filled year-long celebration. 

Committee chairperson Debbie Isoda reports that a 
tentative schedule of events was determined at a recent 
meeting of the committee.

The start of our 100-year anniversary will be on Saturday, 
May 16, 2020, the day after the Feast of St. Isidore, with the 
celebration at 5:00 pm Mass, followed immediately by a 
birthday celebration complete with birthday cupcakes and 
soft drinks in the narthex of the church.  

Then, in June of 2020, an old fashioned church “picnic” 
of sorts will be held, featuring a chicken dinner complete 
with all the traditional picnic trimmings in the Ministry 
Center. A bags tournament will also be held on that 
Saturday, with rules, sponsorship opportunities and entry 
fees to be announced later this year. St. Isidore Class of 
1985 alumnus Joe Anselmo and his Prairie Station country 
band will provide entertainment, as we fittingly go “back 
in time” on our parish campus.

In the fall of 2020, parish-wide service projects will 
be undertaken with an opportunity for all interested 
parishioners to participate in community-based activities 
as a way to give thanks and “pay it forward” for all the 
blessings bestowed on St. Isidore Parish the past 100 years. 
Projects being considered are our participation in the 5K 
run at Mallard Lake in support of Neighborhood Food 
Pantries; a back-to-school activity which will provide class 
supply-filled back packs to needy local elementary school 
students; and/or an Earth Day activity. The fall of 2020 will 
also feature an all-class/school reunion on campus where 
all graduates of the school will be invited to gather to 
reminisce and share stories of their days at our school.

When the calendar turns to 2021, a school-parish Platinum 
Jubilee auction/dinner dance will be held as a feature 
celebration of the Centennial year. Hundreds of items will 

be available for silent and live bidding, as well as a five-
course meal, entertainment, games and an open bar. 

The Centennial Celebration year comes to an end on 
Saturday, May 15, 2021, again the Feast Day of our patron 
saint St. Isidore, with the 5:00 pm Mass to be followed by 
a closing ceremony complete with refreshments and a hot 
dog treat at the church.

All Centennial year long, the main Church, Chapel, school 
and parish campus will be adorned with historic photos 
provided by several long-time parishioners as well as 
some founding member families, banners featuring the 
Centennial logo, and other mementos of our rich 100-year 
history.

Watch the bulletin, school and parish websites, social 
media and Flocknote communications as the kick-off to the 
Centennial draws nearer after the first of the year for more 
and more details.

The Centennial logo was designed by parish staff member 
April Stefanic, who is also an alumnus of St. Isidore 

School, Class of 1999.
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Fill in the blanks with 
the names of people 
in the Bible. Putting 
the circled letters in 
the proper order and 
you have the name 
of our own special 
saint.

St. Isidore School had been searching for a 
new principal for the 2019-2020 school year. 
Announced to have received the job is Corie 
Alimento, previous teacher at St. Isidore, 
which came as a surprise to no one who knew 
her and experienced her as a leader here. 

Corie graduated from DePaul 
University with a degree in 
Secondary Education. She later 
went on to receive an MS Degree 
in Teaching and Learning from 
St. Francis University and her 
Education Leadership Certificate 
from DePaul. Following her 
graduation from college, she 
went on to teach four years of 
Jr. High Social Studies in the 
Chicago Public Schools. It was 
after this endeavor that Corie 
found herself at St. Isidore 
School.

Starting off at SIS, Corie was teaching Language Arts and 
Spanish to 5th-8th graders. Through class rotations and 
curriculum changes, the one thing she knew for sure was 
that she adored St. Isidore. One reason for this, along with 
love for her students, was the support and inspiration 
she received from her coworkers at the school, including 
previous principals Sandy Renehan and Cyndi Collins. 
“Having support from two truly Catholic women was 
amazing,” Corie mentioned, “Cyndi and the staff have made 
efforts to meet the needs of every child at this school, and I 
am eager to follow that legacy.” 

After her eight years at SIS, Corie moved on to her first 
job as a principal at Holy Family School in Bensenville for 
five years, before moving to serve as principal at St. Paul 
in Joliet. Moving from teacher to principal was a change of 
pace, but also an opportunity for advancement. Not only 
is all of this teaching experience enough to make her an 
exemplary candidate for the job, but the role her faith has 
played in her journey back to St. Isidore is noteworthy to 
her as well, “I know that this is God’s plan, and I am at 
peace,” she said. 

While the past is important, Corie is eager for her future at 
St. Isidore, where she has always hoped she would return 
to, and to stand and lead on a foundation that has been laid 
by so many wonderful people before her. She has a lot of 
new plans in mind for her future students and staff as she 
leads the school and parish closer to God. 

Our New Principal

By Abby Defino

1. The doubter

2. Mary’s cousin 

3. The embalmer

4. Cross helper

5. Gospel writer

6. Son of Jesse

7. Prophetic Biblical author
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Have you avoided taking 
the Body of Christ because 
consuming gluten is 
detrimental to your health?
Several years ago a Eucharist Minister noticed people in line to receive Holy 
Communion with their arms crossed against their chest. They accepted a 
blessing but not the bread. 

Why was this happening? That was answered with the question, ‘Do you have 
gluten-free hosts available? At that time, the answer was no. Sue Entwistle, our 
Liturgy Coordinator, decided to research the availability of this option. 

Today, more and more people with Celiac Disease are not able to consume 
gluten without health consequences. At St. Isidore we do not want you to feel 
left out or be denied the Body of Christ because of this. 

Now, at any St. Isidore Mass, the option is available to have a low-gluten* host 
offered to you. This is available is limited to those with a health issue, such as 
the high sensitivity to wheat, not if you are trying a gluten-free diet. 

Follow this Simple Process: Please arrive at least 10 minutes prior to Mass. Stop 
at the Hospitality Desk and ask the person manning the desk to request a gluten-
free host for you for Communion. That person will inform the Mass Coordinator. 
All you need to do is be in Father’s line for Communion and let him know when you 
reach him. You will be offered the low-gluten bread. 

Our Mass Coordinators are trained in how to prepare the special bread for 
Communion at Mass. You do not need to be worried about cross-contamination. 
It will be minimized. Father will hold your bread in a separate pyx (container for 
hosts), which is kept from the pyx for the general community. 

The exact amount will be prepared and consecrated during Mass, and you will 
receive the low gluten host only if your request is placed before Mass begins. 
So, get to Mass early!

Gluten 
Intolerance?

Your Option to 
Receive Holy 
Communion

By Kathy Lopez

*Gluten Free or Low Gluten

The Church requires that 
Communion bread as bread must 
be made with wheat, water and 
having some gluten (a protein 
naturally occurring in wheat). The 
option we offer at St. Isidore is 
not totally gluten-free. It is low-
gluten which has less than .001 
percent of gluten. The United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops has approved it for use 
in all dioceses. It has been tested 
by independent laboratories and 
deemed safe for use by many 
people with Celiac Sprue Disease. 
The amount of gluten in the bread 
is so minute a person would have 
to consume 270 wafers daily to 
reach a danger point. The hosts 
are low enough in gluten to be 
considered gluten-free according 
to the FDA. 

Otherwise, you are welcome to 
receive the Eucharist under the 
form of wine only.
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Some of the answer is cultural. For some parishioners, 
the candles are a symbol of their love for deceased 
relatives. For other parishioners, lighting a candle is 
a petition for some favor; for others, it could mean 
thanks for favors received. 

And then there are those who never think to light a 
candle but stop to say a prayer near the Divine Mercy 
picture, or pray to Mary the Mother and Infant. Maybe 
devotion to Mary as Our Lady of Czestachowa is what 
drives us into the “Candle Chapel”. Maybe prayers at 
the Holy Family statue is our destination. Saint Padre 
Pio might be the reason for the visit. 

Just what is that all about? Prior to 1995, our church 
was a multi-purpose building that served 
as church, bingo hall and meeting hall 
for spaghetti dinners, plays and concerts. 
When planning to convert that building 
to a real church, there was emphasis on 
the liturgy space but planners included 
traditional peripheral spaces as well and 
so the inclusion of “Holy Family Chapel”. 
You may call it the candle room, the Holy 
Family chapel, or the vigil room. 

Yes, there is a gate at the entrance. It signifies that Mass is being celebrated 
and that is where we should be. After Mass, the gate is open. Take a peek 
inside and you will discover more than just the candles. If you are looking to 
take some holy water for blessings at home, there is a dispenser alongside the 
candles. Tucked behind that is a wheelchair under the window; that’s often 
used to get someone from their car to the church and back again.

When you first look into the room, there is what appears to be 
a box on the wall which opens to reveal the names of all the 
parishioners who pledged to help “build” this church building. 
Looking at the wall on the left as you enter the room, you will 
find a Memorial Plaque. When the building was being converted, 
several opportunities were presented for parishioners to donate 
the cost of various vessels and sacramentals needed for the new, 
improved, larger space. It really is an interesting space, check it 
out.

Your donation for the candle is used to supply the candles. As 
your single candle burns, it takes your prayers, and petitions to 
our Heavenly Father. 

By Angela Orlando

Candles? 
 Where? 
What is this about?

Gale Miller (pictured) as well as Sue Entwistle, 
Mary Lee McConnell, Trini Leonardo, Anita 
Pioquinto and others maintain the room.

Have you ever wandered into the small room off the Narthex and 
wondered what that was all about? All the candles are lit some of 
the time and other times none of them are lit. What goes on there? 
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With the passage of Pentecost, we resume the liturgical season of Ordinary Time. 

This name may be unfortunate, as “ordinary” is 
commonly believed to mean that nothing of interest 
is going on. The name is not meant to reduce the 
significance of the season; rather, it involves a shift 
of focus away from the celebration of certain specific 
Mysteries to one that considers the big picture and our 
place in it.

In Latin, this season is designated as “Tempus per 
annum,” which indicates the passage of time through the 
course of the year. The most common explanation for 
its translation into English as “Ordinary Time” concerns 
the numbering of weeks using ordinal numbers: second, 
third, fourth, etc. Each week in Ordinary Time is so 
numbered, although you will often miss seeing that 
number when you attend Sunday Mass. Whenever a 
major Solemnity is celebrated on a Sunday, that takes 
precedence over the Ordinary Time Mass. This fact is 
clearest at the beginning of the year, when The Baptism 
of the Lord ensures that there will never be a First Sunday 
in Ordinary Time. The rest of the week remains the First 
Week in Ordinary Time.

Ordinary Time:
    All the Rest of the Year

In its current configuration, Ordinary Time is a fairly 
recent season, having been defined as such only in 
the 1969 revision to the calendar. Before that, the two 
segments of what is now Ordinary Time were recognized 
in separate seasons, the Season After Epiphany and 
the Season After Pentecost. This approach avoided the 
current state where Ordinary Time is put on hold for 
Lent and Easter, and then resumed after Pentecost, but it 
denied those seasons any particular identity. Now merged 
into Ordinary Time, they take on a new significance.

If Advent and Christmas focus on the Incarnation, and 
the Lent/Triduum/Easter seasons focus on Christ’s Death 
and Resurrection, then Ordinary Time draws upon all 
aspects of Christ’s life on earth; it also looks forward 
from Pentecost to consider the Church’s role in the world. 
In the first capacity, the Gospels focus on the years of 
Christ’s Ministry. In the second, the calendar looks ahead 
to the arrival of Christ the King. The emphasis on growth 
in the story of the Church (and in our own faith life) is 
the reason for the use of the color green. 

By Michael Fassbender

From Pentecost till Advent 
the liturgical color is green
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Toward the 
close of 1919 the 
Catholic families 
of Cloverdale 
felt the dire need 
to further the 
religious welfare 
of their families 
by having a 
church of their 
own. 

By Dorothy Jaskey
After the original Catholic Church, St. Stephen***, built by the pioneer German 
farmers was closed, the people traveled for Mass to St. John Church (Winfield) 
or to the newly built St. Michael (Wheaton). Useable wood from the St. Stephen 
church was used in building St. Michael school.

Petitioning the Archbishop of Chicago, George W. Mundelein, for permission 
to build a church and a school, and to have a resident priest, they were told to 
submit a “subscription list”. By Christmas 1919 $24,160 was subscribed (pledged).

The church was canonically erected on March 5,1920 with Rev. John Wester 
appointed the pastor. Ground was broken on May 29, 1920; laying of the 
cornerstone was on October 10, 1920 and the first Mass was celebrated on Easter 
Sunday, March 21, 1921. The church and the school were dedicated on September 
18, 1921. The rectory was finished in 1926; prior to that date, the priest lived 
above the sacristy of the church (today the chapel).

The financial report for 1920-21 included $24,910 as income from subscriptions 
and $1,669.25 from donations. Among other income was $1,275 from pew rental, 
weekly collection, $456.75; Easter, $280.50; Christmas, $192.50. The Cloverdale 
Social Club (local families gathered for good times together), donated $2,100.

Expenses for the year at that time was the 
cost of the building $58,405.64; telephone, 
$17; fuel, $278; school desks, $211.32; candles, 
$66.27, to mention just a few for that year.

When the church was renovated in 1977, 
the bapistmal font cost $650; 7-day candle 
stand, $15.00 and the candle holders, $285. 
Of course, at that time you could enjoy a 
“ham&egg” or “bacon&egg” or pork sandwich 
for .30 at Art Miller’s Cigar – Tobacco – Candy 
– Lunch – Refreshment establishment.

The early founders of our St. Isidore Parish 
through hard work and financial sacrifices 
were determined to plant the seeds of the 
Catholic Faith. Today ,we harvest the fruits of 
their labors.

***In 1852 Catholic farmers from 
southern Germany, now living in 
Gretna (Carol Stream) were granted 
by the Bishop of Chicago permission 
to build a wooden church and school 
with a churchyard cemetery on two 
acres of land.  St. Stephen Mission 
Church was dedicated with Rev. 
William De la Porte as pastor.

After 17 years the church was closed 
because of the loss of the access 
road to the property when the Great 
Western Railway built its roadbed; 
the parishioners participated in Mass 
at St. John the Baptist Church in 
Winfield. The only services allowed 
at St. Stephens were funerals and 
weddings. When St. Michael Church 
(Wheaton) was built, many of the farm 
families attended there.

St. Stephen Church burned down 
in 1891 but burials at the cemetery 
continued until 1911.  This cemetery 
exists today and is located along 
the Great Western Trail just north 
of St. Charles and east of Schmale 
roads. Many headstones are etched 
in German reflecting the heritage of 
these early settlers.

DEEP ROOTSDEEP ROOTS

The The $$$$$$ Stories StoriesThe The $$$$$$ Stories Stories
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Witness Protection 
for Catholics

You are probably aware of our government’s Witness 
Protection Program that supports persons in courageously 
testifying against dangerous criminals. ‘Witness’ has 
increasingly become part of our Catholic vocabulary. Based 
upon the Resurrection accounts proclaimed during Easter 
week, a priest recently explained two aspects of being a 
witness. One aspect is experience – to see, hear, and touch. 
The second is to testify or give testimony. 

Both are quite important, but have significant differences 
especially when applied to our Catholic Faith. It’s fantastic 
to experience God in one’s life, to recognize Him working 
thru you, to sense that He’s calling you personally to 
live and act in some way that serves Him. This requires 
our openness and receptivity which is very good, but 
we can fall into the trap of keeping that experience 
just for ourselves. The second aspect, to testify, means 
that we forget about ourselves and risk that others will 
misunderstand or even ridicule us. Each of us faces 
risks, whether sharing our Faith with someone who 
misunderstands/misrepresents it, helping at PADS, feeding 
the hungry, praying at an abortion clinic, or various other 
“uncomfortable” situations.

The gift of the Holy Spirit which the apostles received after 
Jesus’ Ascension and celebrated annually at Pentecost is 
God’s  Witness Protection Program. God doesn’t prevent 
possible rejection, but gives us the courage and fortitude 
to testify for Him, to not be afraid or intimidated. Be 
persistent in asking God to bless you with a personal 
Pentecost experience.

Hopefully, these Bible verses/quotes will help you:

• “And when they bring you before the synagogues, rulers, 
and authorities, do not be anxious about how or what 
you are to say for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that 
hour what you ought to say.” (Luke 12:11-12)

• “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you shall be my witnesses to Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth” 
(Acts 1:8). Hint: Bloomingdale included !

• “Peter’s words express the Church’s self-awareness, based 
on the certainty that Jesus Christ is alive, is working in 
the present, and changes life.” (Pope John Paul II, homily 
to various Church renewal movements gathered in Rome, 
Pentecost 1998)

• “Always be ready to make a defense for the hope that is in 
you, yet with gentleness and reverence.” (1 Peter 3:15)

W H O S E  W H O  =  W H O 
Answer….
S I O I R D E = IS IDORE

Remembering our brave 
military men and women and 
the great country they defend. 

For the second year, the Knights of 
Columbus placed American flags 
throughout the parish campus. Pictured 
are Knights Tom Murray, Don Caprio, 
Tim Moore, Ken Voelker, Don Lively and 
Bill Gorsline.

By Bill Tice
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Tears and cheers once again marked a beautiful graduation Mass and 
ceremony on May 22 for our Class of 2019. Virtually all members of the 
25-member class participated in the readings, proclamations, hymns, 
petitions, bringing up of the gifts and prayers. Claudia Lysek and Grace 
Micheli gave welcoming remarks and shared 8+ years of memories and 
memorabilia, while Grace Schager and Caitlyn Tolentino gave the address 
to their fellow graduates. Mrs. Cyndi Collins presented the class for 
graduation for the last time as principal of St. Isidore School, while Fr. Jim 
and 8th grade homeroom teacher Mrs. Sue Robinson presented each their 
diplomas. The graduates processed out of the church to the St. Isidore 
school song, and gathered outside for the traditional tossing of their 
mortar board hats high into the air in celebration! Congratulations, Class 
of 2019 from your parish family.

The Class of 2019 and the 
traditional tossing of mortar board 
hats high into the air in celebration 
of their 8th grade graduation

Class of 2019 Joins the Ranks of SIS Alumni

By Mike Yerly
School Director of Development

Our Knights of Columbus Father John Guiney Council presented 
the Award for this year’s Bishop Joseph Siegel Scholarship to 
Thomas Constertina on June 11, 2019.

The Award is given annually to the winner of an essay contest in 
honor of Bishop Siegel, who was Chaplain of the Knights Council 
when he was assigned to St. Isidore in the early 1990s. The essay 
contest is open to any high school senior who is entering college 
after graduation, and who is a child or grandchild of a St. Isidore 
parishioner.

Thomas’ excellent essay was written on the topic of 
Evangelization, and how a student can be engaged in it while in 
school, and later when established in today’s society. He will begin 
studies at University of Illinois in Champaign – Urbana this Fall. 

Bishop Siegel Scholarship Award
By Ken Voelker, 
Knights of Columbus #8522

Winner of the $1,500 Bishop Siegel Scholarship, 
given by the Knights of Columbus was Thomas 
Constertina.  Pictured with Tom are Fr. Jim, Ken 
Voelker and Tom Murray.

CCW installs officers for 2019-20

Bishop Joseph, who is now Bishop of the Diocese 
of Evansville Indiana, was not able to present 
the Award due to a schedule conflict. But he sent 
an inspirational letter of congratulations to be 
presented with the Award. 

We congratulate Thomas, and all of the students 
who wrote excellent essays for the contest.

Val Calvente, Corresponding Secretary, Marisol Glaser, President, 
Kathy Lopez, Recording Secretary and Michele Miller, Treasurer are 
installed by their spiritual advisor Deacon Terry. Not pictured is Lucy 
Prize, Vice President.

Please join the CCW at their Welcome meeting 
September 12 as they kick off the year of events. 
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The Church created the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults at the Second Vatican Council to restore the ancient 
process for incorporating unbaptized people into Christ 
through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and 
Eucharist. Leonor describes RCIA as an exploration of our 
faith and its foundations. 

RCIA begins each September and finishes on Pentecost 
Sunday. Each class meets weekly and is comprised of both 
catechumens, who are unbaptized, and candidates, who 
are already baptized either in a Catholic or other Christian 
Church but not fully initiated. The group is welcomed in 
the Rite of Acceptance and Welcome. During the following 
Catechumenate stage, RCIA groups learn about the 
Scriptures, the marks of the Church – one, holy, catholic, 
and apostolic – prayer and worship. Each participant is 
paired with a sponsor to help them grow in their faith.  

By Penni Cannova
In November, candidates are sent forth in a Rite of Sending 
to the Diocese for a blessing. In Advent, RCIA teaches 
about the Kingdom of God, Mary, the Mother of God. After 
a Christmas break they learn about how God teaches us 
to pray, the morality of Christian life, the formation of 
conscience, Catholic social justice, the Resurrection of 
Christ, devotions and prayer. By February, they begin to 
learn the Sacraments of Healing and Anointing of the Sick, 
and Reconciliation.

After the Catechumenate, the phase of Purification and 
Enlightening begins with the Rite of Election in which 
they learn the Sacraments of vocation, (both Matrimony 
and Holy Orders), divine mercy, and evangelization. 
Each RCIA group also takes a walk through the Mass and 
learns church etiquette. The Elect, as they are now called, 
continue to prepare for the Sacraments of Baptism, First 
Eucharist and Confirmation which they joyfully celebrate 
at the Easter Vigil. In the final phase of Mystagogy, or 
Interpretation of Mystery, the new Catholics learn more 
about what constitutes a practicing Catholic as they 
deepen their faith further.

This vital ministry is offered in English and Spanish. The 
English-speaking RCIA group is led by Pam Lansford and 
Leonor Carvajal leads the Spanish-speaking RCIA groups.

Speaking recently with recently with 
Leonor Carvajal, Adult Formation 
Director, we discussed the RCIA program. 

Becoming Catholic, 
Growing in Knowledge and Faith


