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Please note: With the recent coronavirus
challenges, some of the Harvester articles were
already in progress. Please understand and enjoy
reading this edition of the HARVESTER.

the stories

INSIDE

How do you move information – especially urgent – to people Quickly?

FLOCKNOTE:

Our Parish Digital
Communications
Network
By Kathy Lopez

Today, Flocknote is the relevant social media tool to inform our parishioners about the important, urgent
‘need-to-know-NOW’, events. Whether it is an emergency school closing, weather affecting an event or
the current health crisis, it is imperative we communicate with you quickly.
We have over 20 ways to communicate with our parishioners’ at St. Isidore. With what has been
happening with coronavirus (COVID-19), news and data is changing daily, and by the hour.

When Communication is crucial
In light of current medical and public concerns, we want to update you on the steps we’re taking to
ensure the health and safety of our parishioners. At the
beginning of March, Bishop Pates made the decision to
cancel weekend Masses as well as suspend other activities.
Yes, you can go to our website, check our Facebook page,
even drive by and check the roadside marquee. Flocknote is
our digital communications network to inform quickly.
Flocknote is a result of the many surveys several years ago,
when the question was asked “What is your top concern or
what would you like to see improved?” At the top of the list
was Communication.
We have 8,400+ email addresses and cell phones numbers
in our database. Messages sent with Flocknote are usually
emails and for urgent and important messages, by text
message. Tom Norton (Pastoral Associate, Stewardship,
Communications, and Evangelization), has the capability to
monitor Flocknote effectiveness as a communication tool through data analysis: such as the percentage of
messages that are clicked, opened, or bounced.
A feature of Flocknote is the capability to send messages within your Ministry. If you
ministry
m
is using Flocknote, your contact information is already there. To subscribe to
notes
n
from other open groups, you can look on the left side of the sited for the list of
Ministry
M
Groups.
Go
G to the Flocknote website (https://isidore.flocknote.com/) and set up your own account
and
a start using it right away.
Nowadays,
85% of people get their information on their smart device. We are now able to
N
connect
and engage with you. We bring the Good News to you where you are, online.
c
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A little bit of mercy makes the world less cold and more just.
Pope Francis

COVID-19
Some of the Parish
Communication
Tools
1. Parish Website

Its Effects at St. Isidore
By Abby Defino

2. Weekly Bulletin

All of you are aware of the way COVID-19 has been
changing our daily lives over the last month or so.

3. Mailings
4. Harvester

There has been no shortage of information and updates on the news, whether
it be regarding the newest number of cases, or something more positive such
as ways that people are finding to uplift and connect with each other while
simultaneously social distancing.

5. Facebook
6. Street Marquee
7. Pulpit

One place that is greatly being impacted is our own St. Isidore Church. Not
only have Masses been cancelled, but along with that comes First Communion,
Confirmation, wedding and funeral services being postponed as well as the
closure of our Adoration Chapel. This has been especially hard on children
and young adults who have worked to prepare for these Sacraments, as well as
families planning weddings or who have recently lost loved ones.

8. Hospitality Desk
9. Coffee Counter
10. Bulletin boards
11. Twitter
12. Instagram
13. Parish App

how many more can
you name?

Are you not sure you are
receiving Flocknote? Check
your spam folder. You
may need to changes your
email settings. Do you
need be added, see page
two of the bulletin for easy
instructions to opt in.

One of the biggest changes that has come out of this is the cancellation of the
Holy Week and Easter services. As we all look forward throughout Lent to Jesus’
resurrection, this cancellation throughout the church most likely was difficult
for parishioners to grasp. For example, our Art and Environment team, worked
tirelessly to enhance our church throughout each liturgical season. They were
ready to create a beautiful atmosphere for Easter celebrations, alongside all
other staff and parishioners who were ready to celebrate.
Regardless of Mass and event cancellations, there are still plenty of ways to
pray and stay close to God throughout this time. Consider viewing online mass
as well as several Internet bible study opportunities and virtual prayer groups.
I am writing this in late March, my hope is by the time this reaches your
doorstep, the situation has gotten better and we have come through this. I hope
this time away from everything but our homes and our families has brought us
closer not only to each other but to God and our faith as well. Let us continue to
pray to Him for all of those affected by COVID-19, all of the healthcare workers
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Our parish will be celebrating our centennial
with a year of joyful festivities, starting on
Saturday, May 16, 2020. The doors of our
church will be opened for the 5:00 pm Mass
with a solemn procession from the chapel.
(You should have received your “Reserve the
date” post card.)

Happy Birthday

Invitations have been sent to
descendants of the early families of
our parish to be our special guests.

St. Isidore Church

Following the Mass, there will be refreshments
served in the Ministry Center and we have the
opportunity to meet our honored guests.

A pictorial display of the early days will be
on the walls of the original church – our present-day
chapel. Throughout the year, there will be events
celebrating this jubilee year.

By Dorothy Jaskey

In remembrance of the founding parishioners’ famous
Chicken Dinner, which brought visitors in their horsedrawn carriages from as far as Elgin and Chicago, we
will be offering a Chicken Dinner on June 20 in the
Ministry Center. But, unlike the farmers’ homemade
meals, the 2020 Chicken Dinner will be catered.
There will be a “cake walk”, bag toss games, and
entertainment by Prairie Station – a contemporary
Country and Western Band.
This will be by reservation only, so watch the bulletin
for further details, as well as for other upcoming
centennial events.

100 wonderful years to
remember
and to celebrate!!!

100Years WOW !
Harvester Newsletter
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Biblical Puzzle
Not just a crossword puzzle, but this one is a bit of a challenge.
GOOD LUCK !
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ACROSS

DOWN

1

Da v i d ’s f a the r

1

Woman c ursed by Elijah

2

F i r st l e t t e r o f t he Gr e e k al pha bet

2

Preac hed the Good News at Cor i n t h

4

J o n a h ’s s e a ab o d e

3

O ne who was “ sent for th”

5

F oo d f o r t he I sr a e l it e s in t he deser t

4

Bev erage ser v ed at Cana

7

P a ul ’s G e nt il e assist ant

6

Jonah prophesied its dest r u ct i on

8

F i r st P o p e

7

Paul’s faithful assistant

10 A d a m a n d Eve ’s g ar de n

8

Ruler in Egypt

11 B e l i e v e d t o be t he se co nd Po pe

9

Wife of Boaz

12 Te r r i t or y al o ng t he N il e R ive r

1 3 Deser t dwelling of an Isra e l i t e

14 T h e t r ut h o f a de cl ar at io n o r p romise

1 8 Census in O T

15 To w n i n t h e B e nja min t e r r it o r y
( J os 1 8 : 2 5 )
16 5 t h m on t h o f t he H e br e w y e a r
17 F i r st B o o k o f t he OT
19 F e ma l e d e al e r in pur pl e dy e
20 O ut si d e a re a o f t he Te mpl e where
t h e r i t e of sacr ifice wa s co nd uc ted
21 He a v y w oo d e n b o a r ds l a id o n
sh o ul d e r s ( sy mb o l o f submissio n)
22. F i r st B o o k o f t he NT
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The
How the Lord’s Prayer
Our
Father Took Shape in English
By Michael Fassbender

The Our Father is the most fundamental prayer. Taught by Christ Himself and preserved
in the Gospels, it would seem to be a straightforward feature of Christian faith. And yet,
today Catholics and Protestants differ on the full text of the Our Father, and our practice
in the Mass might seem to complicate the story. A little history is needed to set it straight.
The first issue is translation. Christ taught in Aramaic, and the
western Church carried the Gospels forward in Latin translation.
The Our Father was best known through the Middle Ages in its Latin
form as the Pater Noster. Vernacular translations did exist, but they
were not standardized until later. In England, an official English
translation was not presented until the reign of Henry VIII.
This becomes less ironic than it might seem when one realizes that
Henry began the process before he broke away from the Church. Still,
his final form of the prayer proclaimed afterward, and this form was
preserved in the original editions of the Anglican Book of Common
Prayer. English-speaking Catholics used the same version, and after
the language was modernized slightly with the phrases “who art” and
“on earth,” it became the translation familiar to American Catholics.
The Protestant version changed again during the reign of Queen
Elizabeth I, when the phrase beginning “For thine” was added. That
section is known as a doxology, which simply means that it is a
formula giving praise to God..
Doxologies were common in the Bible, from Psalms to Epistles, and
were often employed in liturgy. This doxology was not present in the
original Gospels, based on the older Greek translations, and seems
to have come instead from a separate source, the Didache, which is
a collection of texts and teachings dating to the earliest Christian
communities. The doxology was used commonly with the Our Father
in eastern liturgies, and it appears to have entered into some later
Greek translations of the Bible by accident.
So, Protestants base their version of the Our Father on later
translations of the Gospels that include this element; Catholics
base our version on earlier translations that do not. We only use the
doxology in a liturgical context, when we recite the Our Father as part of the Mass, and even then, it
is an addition rather than a part of the Our Father.
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Life’s most persistent and urgent question is…what are you doing for others.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

St. Isidore has not one but two fraternal societies within our Parish and they both work for the
good of others: the Council of Catholic Women and the Knights of Columbus. Are you a member
and if not, why not? Any practicing Catholic is eligible to be a member of either organization.

Catholic
Fraternities and Sororities

By Angela Orlando

C o u ncil of C at h o li c Wo m e n

K n i g h t s o f Co l u m b u s

St. Isidore Council of Catholic Women (CCW) is part
of a National Organization that was founded in 1920 by
the U.S. Catholic Bishops when they realized that Catholic
women’s organizations were doing many things to help our
country recover from the first World War and provide help
to people living in dire circumstances. The organization
provided a unified voice and allowed women’s groups to
reach out to each other via the National Organization.
Currently, emphasis is placed on ending abortion and
euthanasia.

The Knights of Columbus of St. Isidore Parish are a hardy
group of men whose membership are building a bridge
back to faith through their charity, unity and patriotism.
The Knights of Columbus (K of C or KCs) was established
in 1882 by Father Michael McGivney in New Haven, CT to
bring financial aid and assistance to the sick, disabled and
needy members and their families. As a Fraternal Benefit
Society there is an insurance program as well.

The Council of Catholic Women has been a fixture of
St. Isidore Parish since the mid-1950s and supports
local, national and international causes. If you’ve been a
parishioner for any length of time, you’ve been invited
to join the women at their annual Welcome Dinner in
September. You’ll see some of the ladies at the St. Vincent
DePaul Clothing Drive in the Fall; their Craft Fair is the
place to shop for Christmas gifts. Members organize a
Christmas Party for residents of a local nursing home and
provide small gifts to every resident, but also make sure
that those residents who have no family also have a major
gift (sweaters, sweat suits, hoodies, etc.) on Christmas
morning. The ladies provide all three daily meals for our
PADS guests once a year and hold a St. Joseph Table on
or near St. Joseph’s Feast Day in March. In April you will
find wonderful baked goods in the narthex. All funds from
that Bake Sale help to support an orphanage in Nyambani,
Kenya. Other fundraising throughout the year provide
funds for PADS, the We Care Fund and a special organize
they support for the year.
This year’s President is Marisol
Glaser, an energetic woman who
has been a member of our parish
since she was just five years old
and a CCW member since 2006.
Marisol works full time and still
manages to devote many hours to
the CCW. She has been an officer
for several years. Marisol enlists
her husband and son whenever
muscle power is needed.

Our Knights work throughout the year for the good of
the parish and local and national needs. Their pro-life
stance provides funds via the Baby Bottle collection. The
Knights started the parish Blue Mass held each September
near the 9/11 date to honor our public safety workers
including police, fire and emergency dispatchers. The
Knights provide Honor Guards for Confirmation, Triduum
celebrations and at other times when extra decorum is
needed. They also sponsor the Parish Blood Drive and
Pancake Breakfasts with Santa. Scholarship is important
to members who provide a $1,500 high school scholarship
which is open to children or grandchildren of St. Isidore
parishioners. The men provide a $500 scholarship to
students of our grade school and another $500 scholarship
to our Seminarians.
This year, the Grand Knight
(leader of the pack/president)
is Ken Voelker who has lived in
St. Isidore Parish with his wife,
Sue, since 1978. Ken, a retired
pilot, volunteers at the Museum
of Science and Industry and
is a substitute driver for the
Neighborhood Food Pantry.

Looking for a way to become more active in our parish? You
can’t go wrong being a member of either organization and
you’re doing good while socializing.
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Focus on Hunger
A Ministry of Meaningful Giving
By Penni Cannova

Mike Jankiewicz, chairperson of the Focus on Hunger Ministry at St. Isidore, recently
shared the many opportunities that directly help those facing hunger. The Ministry
is piloting a new effort to directly reach those who are most in need – people in our
surrounding area who are shut-ins and cannot easily access a food pantry.
Focus on Hunger is providing support to Neighborhood
Food Pantries (NFP), a faith-based nonprofit group
operating six pantries in NW DuPage County. NFP works
with local churches to increase access to nutritious food.
Two of their pantries are located at nearby churches,
Resurrection Parish in Wayne and Lutheran Church of the
Master in Carol Stream.
Focus on Hunger volunteers, in their work at these
pantries, learned of this opportunity to reach neighbors
who cannot travel to food pantries. The pilot program is
modeled after one at an Elmhurst pantry. In this initial
stage, the pantry at Lutheran Church of the Master
established a relationship with the residents of Colony
Park Apartments in Carol Stream. The administrators at
Colony Park identified ten individuals who are homebound
and would greatly benefit from the delivery of groceries by
volunteers. The staff at Colony Park gave these residents
an order form to select items they would like, and then
the volunteers come together to fill the orders at the
pantry. The Focus on Hunger volunteers hope that this
first pilot group lays the foundation for them to help more
homebound residents at Colony Park.
Focus on Hunger has been at work in our parish to
advocate and directly support the hungry in our
community prior to this effort. They give their time at the
Northern Illinois Food Bank facility three times a year,

during Hunger Action Month in September, and during
Advent and Lent, traditional times of service to those who
are poor. Each time, 25-30 parishioners sign up to partake
in this work, from packing bags of onion and potatoes to
any other work needed at the time.
The ministry will support Feed My Starving Children
packing events. St. Isidore has conducted these before, and
now these events will become part of the Focus on Hunger
ministry for a more integrated and systematic effort. Mike
said that the group plans to conduct three of these events
a year.
Every May, Focus on Hunger volunteers work with Bread
for the World in a letter-writing campaign to advocate
for the elimination of hunger. These letters are delivered
directly to our local and federal representatives and two
senators.
Lastly, the ministry sponsors the Thanksgiving Food Drive,
delivering about 200 food boxes to Bloomingdale Township
for their clients and about 130 to Our Lady of Sorrows
Church in Chicago.
In this way, the Ministry promotes volunteerism so that
parishioners may experience the deep impact resulting
from aiding those who are hungry.

Did you figure out the more than 20 Parish Communication Tools? Here they are !
1.

Parish Website

9.

2.

Weekly bulletin

10. Bulletin boards

3.

Mailings

11. Twitter

4.

Harvester

12. Instagram

5.

Facebook

13. Parish App

18. Lay witness speakers
at or before Masses

6.

Street Marquee Signs

14. Leaflet rack

19. YouTube

7.

Mass Announcements

8.

Hospitality Desk

15. Word of mouth via
personal invitations –
the most effective!

20. Diocese of Joliet
Website and Social
Media
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Coffee Counter

16. SchoolSpeak, our
school community’s
digital network
17. Telephone

21. Our parish
organizational structure,
leadership, and ministry
meetings
22. Faith Formation
and Evangelization
presentations
23. Chamber of Commerce
membership
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We the people select leaders, not to rule but to serve.
Dwight Eisenhower
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Zoo at our School
The 3rd graders of St. Isidore School
are building a Zoo!

By Gloria Lorusso

You heard it right! These ambitious and dedicated
students have been working diligently on the school’s very
first project- based learning unit! This is a progressive
learning step and the first in our school’s three- year
Advancement Initiatives.
To kick off the unit, we had a classroom visit from the
Mayor of Bloomingdale, Franco Coladipietro, along with
Village Administrator, Peter Scalera. They were looking for
some help to answer the question: What does a community
need to think about when building a zoo?
The students have been working hard to find the answer
to that question. Piloting their new Surface Pros and using
OneNote has made tracking the project so easy, while
keeping the students engaged and on task. The learning
structure for the 3rd and 4th quarters has been formatted
to a cross-curricular environment. This has allowed our
students to engage in learning more organically through an
inquiry- based approach.

In this setting, subject matter and standards are learned
in parallel, such as: area and perimeter, research skills,
writing skills, animal life cycles, adaptations, inherited
traits, and comprehension skills to name a few. This
approach offers each student the knowledge base
and ability to fully answer the question “What does a
community need to think about when building a zoo?”
Some of the mini-projects that the students have been
asked to complete to solve the problem are: drawing a
blueprint of a zoo, researching a specific animal upon
which that they will write an informational paper (which
will also be “displayed” in the “zoo”), a blueprint of their
animal’s exhibit, and a 3-D model of a zoo that the students
will present as a proposal to the Village of Bloomingdale in
May. It has been such a great experience for the students to
be able to weave many subjects and lifelong skills into this
project.
We cannot wait to see what the final project will look like
and hope this news excites you as much as it does us, The
leadership team of St. Isidore Catholic School!

Are you aware of our three-year Advancement Initiatives and
financial goals surrounding the project efforts you just read
about? To help us continually create a pathway to higher
learning with Jesus at the center, please visit our site page at:
https://stisidoreparish.org/school/about-sis/advancement/
or contact Gloria Lorusso, Director of Advancement, to
schedule a time to take a tour and learn more.
Harvester Newsletter
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What is a Seminarian?

It’s a PRE-PRIEST
Seminary n. a college that prepares students to be priests; a place or thing in which
something is developed or cultivated.
We are extremely fortunate to have a major seminary just a few miles north in Mundelein, IL. What a blessing it is to
have two young men of our parish studying there. St. Mary of the Lake is a beautiful four-year campus for advanced
college degrees where our young men are studying.

Aaron Minix

Joseph Solomon

Aaron Minix is a convert to Catholicism and completed
his bachelor degree before attending the seminary. He
graduated from Glenbard North and his parents live in
Carol Stream. He is in his third year of studies. Last fall he
began his third year of Theology and this spring is doing
his internship at Holy Ghost Parish in Wood Dale, living
in the rectory and working in the office doing whatever
is needed. This too is part of the curriculum. The course
of study can be difficult at times but leads to more wellrounded clerics overall. The steps to ordination are acolyte,
followed by lector and in the final year of study, he will be
ordained a deacon and finally a priest.

Our second-year seminarian is Joseph
Solomon, who completed his bachelor degree
at DePaul University in Chicago. Joe is in
his second year of Theology at St. Mary and
enjoying his work at St. John the Baptist Parish
in Winfield. He loves greeting parishioners
and teaching RCIA (Rite of Christian
Initiation). His path to the priesthood was a
slow recognition that he was being called and
formation of the desire to serve God in the
priesthood. He grew up in an active Catholic
family with one younger brother and having
his grandmother complete the family. Joe was
an active member of CYM (Connect Youth
Ministry) and attended the 7:00 am daily Mass
prior to attending St. Mary of the Lake.

The first part of next year will be spent at St. Mary and
part of the final year is spent in the Holy Land. Part
pilgrim, part student, Aaron will be visiting the Holy Sights
followed by a canonical retreat at the Sea of Galilee. He
described this formation as comprehensive, teaching them
to be the best men they can be formed by God, learning to
relate to people and bringing them to God through prayer.
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Continue to pray for our priests and
particularly for our pre-priests (Seminarians).

M A N N A
I
N
E
V
E
H

T I
I
M
O A
T
H
Y O

T

U

T

H

K

E

S

S

P E T E R
H
U
A
T
R A M A H
A B
O
G N
H
M T

God never said that the journey would be easy, but
He did say that the arrival would be worthwhile.
Unknown
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EUCHARIST

The Real Presence

In a recent homily, Deacon Dan Defino gave
us a very important reminder. At Mass, we
witness a miracle. Through the consecration
prayer, ordinary bread and wine become the
actual Body and Blood of Christ.

By Bill Tice

We all see church attendance dropping. There are various reasons, but one is that a
significant percentage of Catholics (over 60% according to some surveys) no longer
believe in the Real Presence in the Eucharist. Even if one is dissatisfied with the
Church for a valid reason, belief in receiving the actual Body and Blood of
Christ is a strong motivation to stay.
Still some Christians’ varied interpretations of the Sacrament often
effectively deny the Real Presence, the miracle that Deacon Dan
referred to. They claim that our belief is a medieval “invention”.
John 6 provides the answer. Please read the entire chapter, but
some highlights are:
•

Jesus multiplies loaves, feeds 5,000.

•

Jesus states. “I am the bread of life; he who comes to
me shall not hunger, and he who believes in me shall
never thirst”.

•

The religious leaders challenge Jesus. He responds,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no
life in you “.

•

Many disciples found this difficult and no longer
followed Him. This is a crucial point. If Jesus was
only speaking symbolically or metaphorically, He
would have been morally obliged to clarify this.
But He didn’t.

A medieval “invention”? There is a tremendous quote from
St, Justin Martyr in the Catechism paragraph 1345. A portion
of his explanation of Christian worship to the pagan emperor
from mid second century reads:
“Then someone brings bread and a cup of water and wine mixed
together to him who presides over the brethren. He takes them and
offers praise and glory to the Father of the universe, through the
name of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and for a considerable time he
gives thanks (in Greek: ‘eucharistia’) that we have been judged worthy of
these gifts.”
Doesn’t that describe the Mass !
One final observation. I know many persons who have left the Catholic Church and
are serving Him elsewhere. Everyone lost their belief in the Real Presence along the way.
By contrast, Catholic adult converts are often drawn in by this belief.
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