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Welcome to the 
Celebration of Mass 2020

I want to go.

I want to receive the Eucharist.

I just want to sit, stand and kneel in a pew.

I’ve loved celebrating on-line but I really just want to 
attend in person.

Well, you can’t just pick up and go whenever you want to.  
WHAT?

You can but it will take a little doing AND now is the time 
to start “doing”. Starting weekend of  September 6 we are 
celebrating weekend Masses at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday and 
on Sunday at 7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m. 
and in Spanish at 1:00 p.m. But first, you must make a 
reservation either by phone, at the office or on-line. There 
are only 135 seats available for each Mass and where you sit 
is socially distanced. There is seating set aside for singles 
and for families of various sizes at each celebration.

So, let’s say you have a reservation and you’re going to church for the first 
time in several months. What do you expect?  

All foot traffic is ONE-WAY. When you head toward the Church, you’ll 
find that only one set of doors is open and when you enter, with your 
mask on, you are greeted by a volunteer who asks your 
name and your assigned seat—you got that when you 
registered. Then you are asked if you’ve experienced any 
of the COVID-19 symptoms. If that is negative, then you 
are asked to sanitize your hands and an usher will escort 
you to your assigned seat. And NO, you can’t sit where 
you used to sit every Sunday unless your reservation is 
for that particular seat. Please notice that every other 
pew is blocked off and seats are socially distanced. Many 
parishioners like to head over to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Statue or Our Lady of Guadalupe picture. Please do not! 
You are cautioned not to walk around the church. 

It’s been a long time since 
March 14, 2020 hasn’t it?  If 
that’s the last time you attended 
the celebration of Mass, it has 
been a really long time. 
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Mass is Mass is Mass! Thank God for small favors. 

At Communion, the ushers will direct you when and 
where to receive the Eucharist. Leave your Mask 
on, maintain your six feet of separation and use 
the sanitizer provided just before you receive the 
Eucharist. Hold your hands straight out in front of 
you. Move several steps away from the minister lift 
your mask and place the Host in your mouth. Recover 
your mouth and nose with the mask and return 
to your assigned seat. After the Final Blessing, the 
parishioners sing one or two verses of the closing 
song. The priest, lector or music minister will then 
send sections out one area at a time, continuing to 
maintain distances. You will exit through the now 
open center doors without stopping to chat until you 
are outside and away from the foot traffic.  

DOES THIS SEEM HARSH?  It really has to be to protect 
the health of you and all the parishioners. These procedures 
have been mandated by the diocese following the scientists’ 
recommendations.

After you leave the church, there is another group of 
volunteers who go up and down the aisles and pews to 
sanitize the area where parishioners just occupied. 

Believe it or not, the same routines apply to the daily 
Mass which is celebrated at 7:00 a.m. It’s not quite as 
full but all the procedures are the same. We welcome you, 
check you for COVID-19 symptoms, sanitize hands, seat 
you in a certain section, you sanitize your hands 
before receiving the Eucharist, you leave directly into 
the parking lot and the church is again sanitized.

We are fortunate to have enough room in the church 
to accommodate 135 people, while in the chapel, 20 
people are allowed. Please join us when you can get a 
reservation. You may register on-line or on the phone 
after noon on Mondays. 

For those of us of a certain age, the last time we 
had so many changes in our worship routine was in 
November 1964 after Vatican II. We’ve adapted; now 
it’s your turn to adapt to these changes and worship 
the Lord.

The current Mass schedule will take effect September 6 weekend 

Saturday (English) 5:00 pm

Sunday (English) 7:00 am, 8:30 am, 10:00 am, 11:30 am

Sunday (Spanish) 1:00 pm

click on the link to the seat reservation
https://stisidoreparish.org/mass-seating-reservations/
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Back then there were 17 homes, including the housing for the 
priest above the church. Cloverdale never was incorporated 
and never had a zip code.

Suburbia swept in after World War II. By 1978, St. Isidore 
had 450 families. With the building of Stratford Square 
Mall in 1981, Gary Avenue was moved several yards east to 
accommodate an entrance to the parking lot; Old Gary Ave 
exists today.  According to a 1987 Chicago Tribune article, 
Cloverdale lost its status as the crossroads of DuPage County 
with the building of the Mall. In 1981 Cloverdale was divided 
between Carol Stream and Bloomingdale, with the church 
now in the latter.

Moving from Chicago in 1940, the Korbecki family had a five-
acre truck farm and drove their ‘37 Chevy to St. Isidore for 
Mass. Walter and Agnes had three children: James, Agnes and 
Walter. The youngest son, Walter is a member of the parish 
today and sings in the choir.

By Dorothy Jaskey

St. Isidore Parish, Cloverdale 
DEEP ROOTS

Bloomingdale is one of 
the earliest villages settled 
in what is now DuPage 
County. The Meacham 
family settled here in 1833, 
and by the end of the 
following year, 12 to 15 
families had settled in the 

area. Originally named 
Meacham’s Grove, the 
community was served 
by the Chicago-Galena 
Highway, modern day 
Lake Street. It was an 
important stop for stage 
coaches.

It was annexed by DuPage 
County in 1839.  With the 
northern part of the village 
developing commercially, 
the southern part of 
the village remained a 
farming community.  The 
split occurred in 1923; 
the north was called 
Roselle and the south, 
Bloomingdale.

Originally known as Stark’s Station, but one hundred years ago the Bavarian 
farmers called their land Cloverdale, because the dairy fields were carpeted 
with sweet clover.  The hub of the town was St. Isidore Church with elm trees 
planted in front. Mass on Sunday was at 8 a.m. and the social life for the 
pioneers included church dinners and barn dances.
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Their farm was west of Medinah 
Road between Army Trail and 
Lake Street. Mr. Korbecki, a 
machinist, built their home. They 
also raised “performing horses”. 
Son James’ horse, Prince, won a 
race at the County Fair.

Agnes was an active member of 
the Catholic Daughters and later 
the Council of Catholic Women. 
The church was the center of 
their family life.

St. Isidore Parish has a rich 
history in the community – a 
community of farmers to a 
community of suburbanites. The 
year 2020 is our time to celebrate 
our heritage and for two years 
the Centennial Committee made 
fabulous celebration plans…...
but…...the pandemic came and 
new plans are being developed.

Remembering what Rev. John 
Klaes, Pastor, wrote on the 
occasion of the celebration at 
the fiftieth year Jubilee of our 
parish, “this is a real opportunity 
to rejoice in the Lord and with 
hearts full of gratitude sing the 
mercies of the Lord”.

During our Centennial year, “Let 
us not grow weary of doing good”. 
(Galatians 6:9).

DEEP 
ROOTS

Word Search

Biblical Diseases

By Dorothy Jaskey

AENEAS

BLINDNESS 

BOILS

DROPSY 

DYSENTERY

EPILEPSY 

FAINTING

FEVER 

HEMORRAGE

ITCH 

JOB

LAMENESS 

LAZARUS 

LEPROSY 

OBESITY 

MERIBBAAL

PAUL  

PARALYTIC 

SORES 

UZZIAH 

S S E N D N I L B B A l

L E G O N T D R O P S Y

A R A J A S H J M Y S T

A O R N L U P A L A Y L

B S R I F R E V E F T A

B F O H Z A U N P F I M

I B M C S Z E P R A S E

R Z E T Z A A J O I E N

E U H I Y L C U S N B E

M G A L U O F E Y T O S

H H P A R A L Y T I C S

Y S P E L I P E H N Y G

D Y S E N T E R Y G C E

Scripture contains many references to illnesses. This 
Word Search challenges you to find the sickness as well 
as some of the people afflicted by them. 
(Now isn’t that just what you need to read during this pandemic?!?!)
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Looking deeper into the outreach to homebound seniors 
within the Focus on Hunger Ministry (FOHM), the 
Harvester spoke to Carroll Madison, a volunteer with a 
loyal and fun group of parishioners who come together 
the second and fourth Friday of each month at Lutheran 
Church of the Master (LCM), St. Isidore’s partner with the 
Neighborhood Food Pantry. Carol Platt is the Coordinator 
of the pantry and a member of the FOHM. On the second 
and fourth Fridays deliveries are made to LCM from the 
Northern Illinois Food Bank. On these days, after the 
delivery, a small group gathers at the church. Carroll 
organizes this group; working with her are Pat Baker, 
Kathy Calero, Gloria Hagedorn, Rita Iverson, Dorothy 
Jaskey, Peggy Morahan, Lisa Puclik and Joan Yosenick. 
The volunteers set to work to select groceries from the 
lists made by residents of Colony Park Apartments in 
Carol Stream, who are unable to make it to the pantry 
themselves.  
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At a parish the size of St. Isidore, the number of parishioners can obscure the 
small groups doing truly wonderful work. One of the best aspects of writing for the 
Harvester is the privilege of bringing some of these groups to your attention. Our 
Focus on Hunger Ministry is just such a group quietly living out their convictions in 
the spirit of giving while enjoying the fine company of fellow volunteers.

Togetherness in Serving
By Penni Cannova

Colony Park is a residential senior community in four 
buildings. Originally intended to serve homebound 
veterans, the Hunger Ministry realized that others were in 
need as well. Two Resident Service Coordinators at Colony 
Park select 10 residents known to be in need. The ministry 
serves 10 people at a time, allowing up to 20 residents to be 
served each month. The residents are given a grocery list 
to complete a week prior to delivery. The forms are picked 
up on Wednesday and four paper bags are marked with 
their name, building and unit numbers. The fun begins on 
Friday when Carroll gives a rundown on which items are 
available. The pantry also receives many baked goods and 
breads. These items and any leftover produce is packed 
into boxes and left in the lobbies of the buildings for all 
residents.  

Colony Park
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Two volunteers work on the “extra” bag which 
contains produce, bakery and other items not 
usually available. The rest of the volunteers fill 
three bags for each resident from their grocery 
list. Once completed, 40 bags are loaded into two 
cars per building. The Colony Park maintenance 
crew meets the cars and brings the groceries to 
the units.

 The group works quickly. The first car heads out 
in under an hour. Carroll described the sense 
of camaraderie as the group so enjoys getting 
to see each other and talk while working. One 
week, the Pantry was canceled and they were disappointed, 
not only that they could not provide the service, but that 
they could not get together.

Carroll described that during the first week the 
group certainly experienced bumps; they talked and 
offered ideas and since then it has gone smoothly. The 
pantry also receives many baked goods and breads. 
Carroll described this as one of the best ministries 
in the world.  One woman, upon drop off of baked 
goods to her lobby, happily picked up a container of 
peanut butter cookies. As Carroll teased her that she 
had better not eat it all in one sitting, the woman 
gleefully replied that she planned to share them with 
her home health aide. Such simple joy to Carroll is all 
that she needs to know the ministry is providing a 
valuable service to the community, enjoying the group 
immensely, and living out the joy of her faith.
v

pointed, 
t that

Cub Scouts collected food from their neighbors
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repairing the relationship

The Sacrament of Reconciliation was instituted when Christ first gave His Apostles 
the power to forgive sin. It took a long time, however, for this to manifest itself in a 
way that would be familiar to us. The need for a distinct rite emerged as Christianity 
came to be an open force in the world.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
By Michael Fassbender

In the early days of Christianity, the emphasis lay on Baptism as the vehicle by 
which one’s sins were forgiven. It was thought that those who clung to their faith 
amid the persecution would avoid major sins; minor transgressions were addressed 
through private acts of atonement, and it should also be remembered that the 
Eucharist brings forgiveness of sins as long as the communicant is in a state of 
Grace. Even then, however, a growing number of people sought readmission into the 
community after a heavier offense.

The early solution to this problem called for a public act of penance, but this 
was offered only once, and it was often deferred until the end of one’s life. The 
more familiar form of making a 
private confession developed in Irish 
monasteries, and by the seventh century, 
this form made inroads on mainland 
Europe. Over the next six hundred 
years, it went from being discouraged, 
to being used alongside the public 
form of penance, to becoming the 
norm. At the Fourth Lateran Council, 
private confessions were required for all 
Christians at least once each year.

At the Council of Trent, the Church 
affirmed the importance of this 
sacrament in the face of Protestant 
attacks, and it is here that the use of 
a screen between the participants was 
prescribed. The 1950s saw a renewed 
emphasis on the Sacrament of Penance, 
as it was framed at the time. That 
approach emphasized the letter of the 
law, however, and during Vatican II, a 
renewed emphasis on God’s love and mercy was sought, alongside ways to engage 
the community and to deal with the social aspects of sin. Our current approach to 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation was formalized in 1973 in Ordo Paenitentiae. 

The sacrament is still available here at St. Isidore, even amid the dislocation of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  As of August 15, the sacrament of Reconciliation will again be 
offered after the Saturday 8:15 a.m. Mass.
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Knights of Columbus 
Father John Guiney Council #8522
By Ken Voelker
Photos by Larry Beckerdite 

9 S I d P h

Fr. Jim joined the Knights on 4th 
of July as they lined the sidewalks 
and entrances to the church and 
the chapel with over 200 flags. 
A flag was also placed on each 
grave site in our cemetery where a 
military marking was on the head 
stone.

Photos by Mike Aguilar

One thing the Knights of Columbus of our parish 
were still able to do during the pandemic shutdown 
of parish facilities was to sponsor the annual Bishop 
Joseph Siegel Scholarship. The $1,500 Scholarship is 
awarded to the winner of an essay contest, which 
is open to any high school senior who is a child or 
grandchild of a St. Isidore parishioner and who will 
enter college after graduation. 

This year’s Scholarship winner was Payton 
Kuligowski. The topic this year was Pro-Life.  All 
of the contestants submitted excellent essays 
requiring the judges to scrutinize all aspects 
of the entries to ultimately choose a winner. 
Congratulations were offered to all contestants for 
their great work, and to Payton for submitting the 
winning essay.

Knights of Columbus Father John Guiney 
Council #8522 Scholarship winner
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Jesus was not making a blanket condemnation with these 
words. We must distinguish between Sacred Tradition 
capital T and other traditions small t which can change. 
The Bible points to the 
importance of Sacred 
Tradition. Acts 2:42 says 
the first Christians “held 
steadfastly to the apostles’ 
teaching”. They were not 
referring to pocket New 
Testaments. Most of the 
New Testament hadn’t been 
written yet. John’s Gospel 
concludes “But there are 
also many other things 
which Jesus did; were every one of them to be written, I 
suppose that the world itself could not contain the books 
that would be written”. John 21:25. Paul wrote “Stand firm 
and hold to the traditions which you were taught by us, 
either by word of mouth or by letter 2 Thessalonians 2:15.

Is this denying or minimizing Scripture? Absolutely 
not! The Vatican II document, Dei Verbum, explains the 
relationship between Tradition capital T and Scripture:

“Hence there exists a close connection and 
communication between Sacred Tradition and Sacred 
Scripture. For both of them, flowing from the same 
divine wellspring, in a certain way merge into a unity 
and tend toward the same end. For Sacred Scripture is 
the word of God inasmuch as it is consigned to writing 
under the inspiration of the divine Spirit. 

To the successors of the apostles, Sacred Tradition hands 
on its full purity God’s word, which was entrusted to the 
apostles by Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit. Thus, by 
light of the Spirit of truth, these successors can in their 
preaching preserve the word of God faithfully, explain 
it, and make it more widely known. Consequently, it is 
not from Sacred Scripture alone that the Church draws 
her certainty about everything which has been revealed. 
Therefore, both Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture 
are to be accepted and venerated with the same devotion 
and reverence”.

Furthermore, the Church’s authoritative interpretation is 
needed. Personal interpretation has resulted in countless 
differences and lack of unity.

Primary examples of Sacred Tradition include 
the celebration of the: Mass, Sacraments, and the 
priesthood. “Small t” traditions include stained glass 
windows, candles, and statues. Their meaning should 
be understood more fully rather than as an end in 
themselves. These items point the way to a greater 
spiritual discovery and do not serve the endpoint of 
understanding.

By Bill Tice

Tradition’s meaning is often misunderstood. We have seen certain 
practices change within the Church. What about Jesus’ words to 
the Pharisees: “Why do you transgress the commandment of God 
for the sake of your human tradition?” 

Matthew 15:2-3

vs 
Tradition

TRADITION
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