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The generosity of the parishioners of our parish 
was overwhelming and deeply appreciated by the 
families who will receive the Thanksgiving Turkey 
Dinners.  With the help of the Bloomingdale Rotary 
members, the Helping Hands Ministry will be able 
to feed 247 families in Bloomingdale Township.  
Another 160 Turkey Dinners will highlight the 
holiday for improvised families in Chicago at the 

Our Lady of Sorrows Church.

Thank You  Thank You 
St. Isidore Parishioners

Thank 
You 

Students Celebrating Students Celebrating 
Grandparents Grandparents 

Deep Roots Deep Roots 
100 Years100 Years
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1920 – 1955
Fr. John Wester was appointed the first pastor in 1920. He 
formerly was the assistant at St. John the Baptist Church 
(Winfield). He spearheaded the building of the church/school 
building. 

With the retirement in 1925 of Fr. Wester, coming from St. 
Liborius Church (Steger) as their assistant, Fr. John Ott 
became the second pastor. He was born in Bavaria and attended 
Pontifical College Josephinum in Ohio (which trained priests to 
serve the German immigrants). Fr. Ott was responsible for the 
building of the rectory and the founding of churches St. Walter 
(Roselle) and St. Peter Damian (Bartlett). Retiring, after 30 years, 
to Minnesota, he died at the age of 79 and is buried in the St. 
Isidore cemetery.

1955 – 1977
Our next shepherd was Fr. John Klaes. (Marie Kylander, the 
first baby baptized at St. Isidore, remembers that the youngsters 
thought all priests were named “Fr. John”). Born in Germany 
and ordained in Teutopolis, IL, he served the parish from 1955 to 
1977 when he retired to Woodruff, WI. Fr. Klaes was nicknamed 
“boom boom” because he hunted pheasants with his shotgun 
from the porch of the rectory. Under his direction a new school 
building was built in 1964. He died in August 1982.

1978 – 1989 
Fr. Anthony DeFilippis was appointed the next pastor and 
during his one-year tenure he had the church redecorated and 
more masses were added.

For health reasons, Fr. DeFilippis had to resign and Fr. Arthur 
Maher was named the fifth pastor in 1978. Within two years the 
congregation tripled in size and the Multi-purpose Church was 
built. Today Fr. Maher resides in Glen Ellyn.

For a month, Fr. Carmen Caruso served as administrator, until 
Fr. Henry Slade arrived in April, 1982. He served as pastor 
for nine years. The expansion of the school building and the 
addition to the rectory for administrative offices were among his 
accomplishments.

By Dorothy Jaskey

DEEP ROOTS
 and still spreading

For the past 100 years St. Isidore Parish has had 10 pastors. As shepherds of 
the St. Isidore flock, according to Canon Law they were called to share the 
ministry of Christ by teaching and sanctifying their parishioners.

Fr. John Wester 

Fr. John Ott 

Fr. John Klaes 
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1990 – 2002
In 1990 Fr. Tony Ross was appointed administrator 
for six months until Fr. Joel Fortier was installed as 
the seventh pastor. A native of Kankakee of French-
Canadian parents, he was reared in a home steeped 
with Catholic spirituality and practices. Before 
entering the seminary, he studied at the University 
of Illinois. He was transferred to St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church in 2002 to become their pastor. 
During his twelve year tenure here, the parish grew 
to over 22,000 parishioners. “St Isidore is more like 
a town than a parish”, he would say. He retired from 
the Naperville parish and today resides in Michigan; 
he does help out at parishes when needed. The 
Ministry Center was completed, the renovation of 
the multi-purpose Church into our present Church 
with handicap accessibility and the addition of the 
Eucharistic Chapel were all Fr. Joel’s legacy.

2002 – today
In 2002 Fr. Anthony Taschetta was assigned as pastor and served till 2008 when he 
became pastor at Mary Queen of Heaven Church. He retired from the Elmhurst parish 
and today lives in Wheaton and keeps active as a charismatic speaker at various parishes. 
Born in Chicago, he considers Wheaton his home. He was a public schooler; while 
attending Wheaton High School, he started participating in daily mass at St. Michael 
Church. Benedictine seminaries in Conception, Missouri and Saint Meinrad, IN were 
among his religious training grounds. Fr. Tony came to us from St. Theresa Church 
(Kankakee). He expanded our youth ministries and initiated our capital fundraising 
campaign. 

Growing up on the northside of Chicago and later Joliet and Bolingbrook. Fr. Gerald 
Simonelli was our ninth pastor. Today he resides in Chicago. Fr. Dennis Paul served as 
administrator until Fr. James Murphy became our current shepherd in 2010. Among his 
many endeavors were making the Perpetual Adoration Chapel a reality, a columbarium 
was built in the cemetery, Connect Youth was moved into the renovated chapel building 
and the parking lot was improved. 

Prior to joining the St. Isidore flock, he was pastor at Immaculate Conception Church/
High School and has been associated with St. Francis High School since 1983 through 
sacramental celebrations, liturgies and KAIROS retreats. His family comes from St. 
John the Baptist Church, Winfield. His BA is from Benedictine University, MDiv from 
Meinrad School of Theology, with additional studies at Mercy Center in Burlingame, CA 
and Creighton University, Omaha. He taught classes and served as Associate Dean of 
Formation and Spiritual Director at Mundelein Seminary. His litany of ministries includes 
Engaged Encounter and he currently serves on the Boards of St. Francis High School, 
Wheaton and LaSalle Manor Retreat Center, Plano. 

Our roots are indeed deep and still spreading, thanks to the shepherds who have led us.

DEEP ROOTS

100Years ! 

The Latin word “pastor” means 
“shepherd” and is used 173 times 
in the Old Testament; the English 
translation of the New Testament uses 
the Greek word “shepherd” and it 
appears 29 times, most frequently 
referring to Jesus, the Good Shepherd 
(John 10:11).
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The Harvester spoke with Kathy 
Calero recently about Helping Hands 
Ministry. The Ministry group meets 
on the first Tuesday of each month 
to discuss requests and outcomes, 
and assign cases to volunteers in 
the ministry.   The group has an 
Administrator, a St. Isidore designated 
staff member, and a Meeting 
Facilitator who sets the agenda and 
leads the meetings. It also has an 
Intake Person, who retrieves initial 
assistance requests and assigns 
cases. An Interviewer will meet with 
clients and establish an assistance 
recommendation. The Treasurer 
maintains the financial records and reconciles monthly with 
the parish finance coordinator.  

Kathy currently serves as the Intake person. As such, she 
checks the message line of the Ministry a few times a day 
and tries to call back right away, saying, “It’s very important 
to check and to not leave people waiting”.  She conducts a 
brief phone interview to get a feel for the person’s needs. 
She then passes the information on to the Interviewer, who 
meets with the client, usually at the parish office. If that is 
not possible, they meet in a public space. The Interviewer 
will meet at the home of a client only if the client is 
homebound, but in such situations, the Interviewer must 
bring a second person.  The meeting commences with a 
prayer, after which the Interviewer will ask about the client’s 
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It has been said that we are the hands and feet of Christ, here on earth to carry out 
His work.  If we witness this in acts of service, it is clear in the work of the Helping 
Hands Ministry. This ministry assists those in financial need with rent, or utility 
bills such as natural gas, electric and water, and considers additional needs on 
occasion. It also provides education to clients, seeking assistance, about resources 
within the community which might be able to provide further help. They provide 
spiritual encouragement as well.  

By Penni Cannova

need and determines their income, 
gathering necessary documents.  

Once the Interviewer has met with 
a client, an email is sent  to the 
Ministry members stating the need 
for assistance and his/her opinion 
of how much should be given and 
the reason. When the Interviewer 
receives a majority of ‘yes’ votes 
from the members then the case 
proceeds to payment. The Ministry 
tries to accomplish this as soon as 
possible without waiting to meet 
to discuss in person. During the 
monthly meeting, the group asks 

any follow-up questions of the Interviewer and each other 
and documentation. Landlord or the utility company is paid 
directly, and the Ministry will occasionally collaborate with 
another parish to provide assistance when our funds alone 
cannot meet the need, a practice called ‘twinning’.    

Kathy added that they show compassion toward people in all 
considerations. The ministry helps parishioners but also will 
assist non-parishioners who live within the boundaries of St. 
Isidore Parish, understanding that helping our neighbors is 
our responsibility, as funds allow.  They may only be able to 
help once a year, but to the person who needs it, it may feel 
just like the work of Christ Himself.

Helping Hands
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Address, comments or articles to:

Harvester 
St. Isidore Church  
427 W. Army Trail Rd. 
Bloomingdale, IL  60108

Harvester
A publication of St. Isidore Church for all registered parishioners, so that they may share in the vitality of our faith community 

Tom Norton, Director 
of Stewardship and 
Communication

Staff: 
Penni Cannova
Abby Defino
Michael Fassbender

Dorothy Jaskey
Diane Limanowski

Kathy Lopez 
Angela Orlando
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  1   A B A H S T E E D

  2   A H Y E B T N

  3   A L I R S E

  4   D A A E E R S N G

  5   D N O I S

  6   D A O J R N

  7   G B H P E H E N TA

  8   L A I E G E L

  9   L B E E E T M H H  

1 0   P G E T Y

1 1   R S A M A A I

1 2   R PA E A N C M U  

1 3   S J E M R A E L U

1 4   T N A Z R A E H

1 5   U E J D A

1 6   Y R A S C H

1 7   Y T E R 

1  _______________________________

2  _______________________________

3  _______________________________

4  _______________________________

5  _______________________________

6  _______________________________

7  _______________________________

8  _______________________________

9  _______________________________

10  _______________________________

11  _______________________________

12  _______________________________

13  _______________________________

14  _______________________________

15  _______________________________

16  _______________________________

17  _______________________________

Word Unscramble

The Travels Of Jesus
Little did Mary and Joseph envision the 
many places to where their newborn 

child would travel the next 33 years. 

THE HARVESTER STAFF PRAYS THAT YOUR CHRISTMAS SEASON BE 
FILLED WITH HOPE FOR A HEALTHY AND PEACE-FILLED NEW YEAR 
FOR YOU, YOUR FAMILY, YOUR FRIENDS AND ALL THE WORLD.DOROTHYDOROTHY

DIANEDIANE

ABBYABBY

MICHAELMICHAEL

PENNIPENNI

KATHYKATHY

ANGIEANGIE

Unscramble the locations where Jesus went. 

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
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Following Yonder Star:

The story of the Magi who brought gifts to the Christ Child shortly after His birth has 
fired the imaginations of Christians throughout the last two millennia. An adaptation 
of quite separate passages encouraged the transformation of the Magi into distant 
kings during the Middle Ages. It is the terms “wise men” and “astrologers from the 
east” that come closer to reality.

T h e  W i s e  M e n  f r o m  t h e  E a s t
By Michael Fassbender

The Magi are well known from the records of the period. The Greeks thought of the “magoi” as 
Zoroastrian priests and ascribed to them great powers; in Latin as “Magi” (singular “Magus”), this 
term became the root of our word “magic.” This association is unfortunate, for Zoroastrians are 
forbidden to practice magic. Astrology, a major preoccupation of many learned people of the time, 
was considered something quite separate.

The Magi, or “magha,” were Medes, a foreign tribal group in the Persian cultural sphere. As eastern 
Indo-Europeans, the Medes are related to the Persians and have a language from the same family, 
though their ancestors migrated to the region earlier. The magha are frequently identified as a caste 
or sect. They might be compared to the Levites of Judaism, whose Tribe is set aside for religious 
service, and to the Brahmins of India, whose caste provides the priests of Hinduism.

Zoroastrianism as a whole does not emphasize priestly service; the magha are a noted exception, 
and in this way they resemble a sect. It is a sect that only draws membership from its own kinship 
group, so it is also a caste. The magha predated Zoroastrianism; in those days they performed 
priestly duties in other religions. 
This was centuries earlier, 
however; by the time of Christ’s 
birth, it can be assumed that all 
magha were Zoroastrians.

To the astrologically-minded 
Magi, the appearance of the Star 
of Bethlehem clearly portended 
the arrival of someone very 
important in the lands to their 
west, potentially even the third 
Saoshyant* himself. With such a 
possibility just over the horizon, 
the importance of sending 
representatives becomes clear. 
Western tradition numbers these 
Magi as three, mainly because 
that is the number of gifts they 
presented. The eastern tradition 
holds that there were twelve, but 
in the end, the number of Magi is 
less important than the fact of their visit. The journey of a delegation of Magi to Bethlehem made 
these Magi the first Gentiles to bear witness to the birth of the Savior.

s
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The  Wi se  Men  f rom t he  Eas t

Zoroastrianism? Saoshyants?

Zoroastrianism was the dominant religion of Persia (Iran) 
before the arrival of Islam. Its key characteristic is its dualism, 
in which the all-good god Ahura Mazda is opposed by the 
evil Angra Mainyu. Zoroastrians believe that all humans 
must choose between the two, and at the end of time, the 
two armies defined by these choices will meet in battle. The 
original teachings of Zarathustra did not place the two gods 
on equal footing, but over time, they became viewed more 
as equal and opposite forces. Persian influences are the likely 
source of later Manichaean heresies in the Christian era.

While Zoroastrians believe in the existence of two gods, in 
practice, a person will only serve one of them, and so they 
saw themselves as monotheists. Because of this, they showed 

favor to the Jews after the Persians conquered the Assyrian 
and Babylonian territories. They saw the Jews as a people 
dedicated to Ahura Mazda’s side in the great war, even if they 
used different names.

The Zoroastrians had their own messianic prophecies, and it is 
not clear if they were influenced by the Jews in this, or if they 
were independent. They believed that history would be marked 
by the appearance of three messianic figures that they called 
saoshyants. Zarathustra was the first; the Zoroastrians at the 
time of Christ were awaiting the arrival of the third. The third 
saoshyant was to be the greatest of all, and he was expected 
to bring about a new epoch in the world.

CCW Using Creative Methods To Meet

The CCW started 
their September 
meeting via Zoom 
with a parade 
of unique hat 
creations. Join 
them each third 
Thursday of the 
month. 



Harvester Newsletter    ~8

Knights of Columbus 
Father John Guiney Council #8522

Once again, the 
Knights were the 
Honor Guard at the 
Blue Mass celebration 
honoring our local first 
responders. Also our 
three Confirmation 
celebrations found the 
Knights as the Honor 
Guard for our new 
bishop.

Blue Mass Honoring Our First Responders

The annual Tootsie Roll Drive found 
the Knights on three street corners, 
outside Jewel Food stores and after 
Mass collecting $5,511, as well as 
accepting donations for their Baby 
Bottle Drive (virtual this year) to help 
in the Pro Life arena. 
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Every once in a while, at weekend 
Masses, a group of people leave the 
church after the Gospel; who are they? 
And why do they leave?

They Are All Correct!

Convert?  
  Initiate?
  Candidate?
   Catechumenate? 

By Angela Orlando

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, RCIA, is a 
year-long process and those who leave are going to the 
Father Guiney Room; the others go to the lower level 
of the chapel to learn more about conversion. Some 
of them have been baptized in the Church but never 
practiced their faith as they grew up. Some of them 
have been baptized in other denominations. Some of 
them have never been baptized.  

Most of us learned our prayers gradually and absorbed 
the knowledge of our faith over our lifetime. This is 
the time when the Initiate gets to know what we know. It 
includes instruction, socialization and celebrations. The 
current process was developed as part of Vatican II but 
goes all the way back to the early Christian church.  

This year there are three English-speaking candidates 
guided by Pam Lansford and seven Spanish speaking 
candidates guided by Leonor Carvajal, Adult Formation 
Director. Early in the process, each candidate chooses a 
sponsor who models/guides them in their faith process.   

The program is structured: Father Jim welcomes the 
candidates to the program in the first session. After that 
they meet with their leaders for about two hours each 
week and start with an introduction to the We Are the 
Church program. The sessions include Church, Images, 
Jesus Christ in our culture, the Catechism (-the teachings 

of the Church), Mary and the saints, Discipleship, Miracles, 
the Church Calendar, Scripture, and the Sacraments. 
During these sessions, the candidates walk through the 
Mass and along the way they are sent to the Cathedral to 
be formally initiated into the catechumenate. All of these 
lessons lead to the Triduum which brings them to Baptism 
on Holy Saturday, for those who have never been baptized, 
and the sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation. It is an 
intense several weeks.  

Ideally, the Easter Vigil is when they receive the 
sacraments. We, the parishioners, missed most of their 
initiation this last spring but we still prayed for them. It is 
an experience that “cradle Catholics” have never had. Our 
Catechumens pack what we experienced in our lifetime 
into a very short period of time.  

Pray for them.

LET NO ONE EVER COME TO YOU WITHOUT LEAVING BETTER AND HAPPIER. 
BE THE LIVING EXPRESSION OF GOD’S KINDNESS: KINDNESS IN YOUR FACE, 
KINDNESS IN YOUR EYES AND KINDNESS IN YOUR SMILE. 

ST. MOTHER TERESA“ ”
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By Diane Limanowski

The livestreaming done to date has been with a single 
iPhone on a tripod near a speaker connected to our sound 
system to improve audio quality. It is very simple and has 
worked reasonably well. However, the 
limitations of this method prompted 
research into what would be involved in 
permanently mounting three cameras in 
locations around the inside perimeter of 
the worship space as opposed to the front 
row location of the iPhone stand. 

Financed by our Homestead Circle fund, 
along with many hours of volunteer time 
given by parishioners Rick Limanowski, 
Dave Lombardo and Bill Gorsline, we 
are preparing to launch much more 
professional broadcasts of the two Masses. 
Our facilities team, Mark Stevens and Gus 
Serio, built a video booth in the southeast 
corner of the church that matches the sound 
booth in the northeast corner. When the 
new system is launched, Masses will be 
broadcast on multiple platforms like Vimeo 
and YouTube, along with Facebook and on 
our own website.

 So far two parishioners have volunteered 
for the Video Broadcast Team that will 
be needed to facilitate these enhanced 
broadcasts. Training will be provided (we 
will learn together!) for anyone interested 
in helping make the broadcasts possible. 
Contact Tom Norton if you would like more 
information about this new ministry.

Since early in the COVID-19 shutdown, we have been able to livestream two 
Masses every Sunday – one English and one Spanish – to anyone who has 
access to our Facebook page. Later in the day each Sunday, the recordings 
of those Masses are posted to our parish website where they are also 
archived. (Recently, we also began to archive video recordings of selected 
homilies of our priests and deacons.)

SMILE! You’re on Camera
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By Abby Defino
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How are Sacraments Administered 
During COVID-19? 

Well, the end of the year is officially 
upon us and we are still in the midst of a 
pandemic. 
Aside from affecting our everyday lives, COVID has 
greatly impacted, the functions and logistics of our 
holidays, Mass schedule, and sacraments that take 
place at the church. Back in April, I wrote about the 
whirlwind of cancelled events in the church – Easter 
Masses, Weddings, First  Communions. Now, we have 
luckily reached a point where for the last couple of months 
we’ve been able to, with lots of precautions, proceed with 
events and ceremonies as planned, although they may look 
a bit different. 

Events that have begun to take place once again include 
Confirmation, Baptisms, Weddings and Reconciliation. 
For those planning a 300-person wedding reception, or 
a Confirmation luncheon for after Mass, the pandemic 
definitely played a role in your revised guest list, seating 
arrangements, and more. While at the Mass, strict 
guidelines had been put in place. The guidelines put 
in place at these sacrament liturgies follow the CDC’s 
recommendations, and are not much different from 
what you see at Mass.

While in church, guests are seated with social 
distancing in mind, and all attendees must wear a 
proper face covering. As it is at Masses, hand sanitizer 
is made available throughout the church, and pews are 
sanitized after every event.

We were honored this fall with our new bishop 
administrating the Sacrament of Confirmation.  But 
again, there were precautions.  The confirmands and 
godparents wore masks and the godparent held the 
right arm out to the confirmand while the bishop used 
an individual cotton ball dipped in the chrism for 
anointing.

Funerals have also had to cut back on the number of folks 
attending a service. The family of the loved one who has 
passed can also opt out of having a viewing, and simply 
have a more quiet and intimate viewing and Mass with 
immediate family. The same precautions as at all other 
liturgies must be in order. 

While things may look a bit different now, it is indeed 
splendid that we are able to come together for these special 
events once again. 

DON’T PUT A QUESTION MARK WHERE GOD PUT A PERIOD.
ANONYMOUS “ ”
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St. Isidore Catholic School 
ended last year’s school year 
and began this year with a 
phrase we have become all 
too familiar with over the 
last seven months: “The 
First of Firsts...“ 
From ending our year with remote 
learning, and beginning the first day 
of school with 96% of our students in 
person, we have certainly come a long 
way. We are so proud of our students, 
families, and faculty for persevering 
and continually innovating during 
these unprecedented times. Our 
students are resilient and we heard 
their overwhelming voices in 
beginning this school year, in person 
and together. Although we are missing 
our remote learners being physically 
here, we are extremely grateful to 
have this option of learning, along 
with a hybrid 
approach. The 
proceeds from 
the Fundacause 
benefit attached 
to our annual 
“Your St. Isidore” 
Parish Gala, really 
set the stage 
for an almost 
seamless 1 to 1 
remote learning 
experience, 
while providing 
a peace of mind 
alternative 
learning option 
with which  all 
school families 
could be 
comfortable. 

Among the 
new firsts was a socially distanced 
Curriculum night in early September, 
followed by some traditional events 

that received a makeover. The 
treasured Grandparents Day mass and 
celebration looked a little different, 
but nevertheless, were among one 
of the highlights of our October.  
Grandparents joined us virtually 
for a very special mass presided by 
Father Jim Murphy, with a beautiful 
homily message: “Grandparents were 
the first ones to teach us about Jesus, 
alongside our parents.” If you have 
not seen the homily from the 8:15 am 
October 21st school mass, do yourself 
a favor and watch it. Following it, 
our Grandparents joined us in a 
drive-by parade with over 100 cars 
participating. Our children enjoyed 
creating posters and letters and 
sharing them for their Grandparents 
to see, while waving enthusiastically, 
as the route and parade of cars 
honking and cheering lasted over 15 
minutes! We love our Grandparents 
and by the outpouring of support, it is 
evident they love us too!

The family Halloween Party was 
re-”vamped” to celebrate our kiddos 
by offering a socially distant ‘Trunk or 
Treat’. We had over 200 attendees and 
family members join our faculty, who 
brilliantly showcased some incredibly 
themed trunks and costumes, while 
providing some ghoulish treats. God 
showcased a beautiful day for us to 
embrace with the sun beaming down 
and comfortable temperatures to 
enjoy. 

In these times, we are reminded 
that how we choose to look at life’s 
circumstances, truly makes all the 
difference. Perspective is everything 
and our children continue to 
inspire and teach us to see God’s 
Truth, Beauty and Goodness which 
surrounds us all; even in a pandemic. I 
hope they inspire you too.

We invite you to enjoy the highlights 
of these very “First” activities on 
our website homepage at: www.

stisidoreparish.org/
school. Stay tuned for 
more from our school, 
as we look forward to 
preparing our hearts 
for the Advent season 
in the weeks ahead. For 
more school inquiries, 
contact  youbelong@
saintisidoreschool.org 

By Gloria Lorusso, Director of Advancement for St. Isidore Catholic School and a proud Alumni parent

The First of Firsts

Our Grandparents hold a special place in our 
hearts. Alongside our parents, they are the ones 
who have taught us how to pray and love Jesus.
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Truth
and Goodness
Beauty, 
By Bill Tice

  1 BETHESDA

  2 BETHANY

  3 ISRAEL

  4 GADARENES

  5 SIDON

  6 JORDAN (RIVER)

  7 BETHPHAGE

  8 GALILEE

  9 BETHLEHEM

10 EGYPT

11 SAMARIA

12 CAPERNAUM

13 JERUSALEM

14 NAZARETH

15 JUDEA

16 SYCHAR

17 TYRE

Word Unscramble 

Travels
Truth, beauty, and goodness (aka the three transcendentals) 
are crucial to living as Catholics. They are also closely interrelated. A 
church’s décor along with the many wonders of nature are examples of how beauty 
points our hearts and minds toward God. Serving the poor, hungry, and less able 
are examples of how goodness can point persons toward God.  

However, this is not just a “religious” sentiment. Harvard Professor Howard 
Gardner  has written extensively on this. Although identifying himself as a skeptic 
and pessimist, he says: “We have to revisit things like truth, beauty, and goodness 
all the time. What would a world be like where no one had any agreement about 
truth, where there were no longer any experiences that people called beautiful, and 
where good and bad were indistinguishable?” 

Truth is the most basic of these transcendentals. Almost all of us have heard 
someone say, “You have your truth and I have my truth” or “What’s true for you isn’t 
true for me”. Although probably unintended, such expressions are not essentially 
all that different than Pontius Pilate’s words to Jesus: “What is truth?” Each relies 
on the underlying assumption that truth is relative, never absolute. Consider this 
example of why relativism is a fallacy. If 5% of drivers decided to ignore red traffic 
signals and stop signs because stopping was not their “truth”, wouldn’t there 
be more accidents and chaos on the road?  How much worse would it become if 
20%, 30%, or 40% of drivers adopted this same “truth”? Yet in our lifetimes, basic 
Christian moral teachings about abortion, assisted suicide, and euthanasia which 
were once “givens” are now strongly questioned, if not denied.

Recall the opening words of our nation’s Declaration of Independence: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of happiness”.

Those words are not part of a religious creed, but are based on sound reason. A 
lofty ideal? Yes, but should we aim for less?     

John Paul II challenged us, “we need now more than ever to look truth in the 
eye and to call things by their proper names, without yielding to convenient 
compromises, or to the temptation of self deception”.

Have courage to go against the tide. Be not afraid!

THERE IS ALWAYS, ALWAYS SOMETHING TO BE THANKFUL FOR

ANONYMOUS“ ”

dentalsdentals

y
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…feed me with food convenient for me…Prov. 30:8

St. Isidore Parish is a contributing and founding member 
of Neighborhood Food Pantries. That’s not just one pantry; 
there are six of them, soon to be seven, in DuPage County. 
They are Resurrection Parish, Lutheran Church of the 
Master, St. Andrew United Methodist, 123 Fremont in West 
Chicago, Family and Faith, and Immanuel Presbyterian. 
Bloomingdale Church will soon be added to our 
“Neighborhood”. Several volunteers who work a couple of 
days a week help the clients shop for food—currently, the 
volunteers pre-box the food but pre-pandemic the pantries 
worked just like your local grocery store.  

With a few exceptions, the donations at our parish are 
picked up and taken to the Lutheran Church of the 
Master site just a few blocks west on Army Trail Road. 
The produce grown in our parish organic garden is sent to 
Resurrection a couple of miles west on Army Trail Road in 
Wayne. St. Isidore has had monthly site, Focus on Hunger 
food drives on a Saturday where you may drop off your 
donations without leaving your car.  Mike Jankiewicz and 
his volunteers look like they are playing TETRIS with the 
items as they fill the NFP van. Additionally, several local 
grocery stores provide overstock food and items that are 
approaching “use by” dates. These are distributed to the 
various sites.

They shall hunger no more…Rev. 7:16

As you’ve probably heard or read, there is hunger 
throughout the country and DuPage County is no exception; 
there are hundreds of families that are food insecure. 
The food pantries help them feed their families. A family 
member may register with a driver’s license or state ID and 
a current utility bill at any of the food pantries which are 
open two, three, four or five days a week depending on the 
location. Guests may access any of the pantries up to a total 
of four times a month.

There are several ways you can help fill the need besides 
bringing canned goods, non-perishable packaged food 
and paper products with you as you come to church. Cash 
donations are accepted anytime to Neighborhood Food 
Pantries, P O Box 88447, Carol Stream, Il 60188-0447.  You 
may donate on the website: NeighborhoodFP.org. Every 
year during the summer NFP sponsors a 5K race. (You can 
walk—it’s more fun and good exercise.) Every fall NFP hosts 
a Dinner/Fund Raiser called HarvestFest with great prizes 
in a silent auction and emceed by TV personality Dave 
Savini. In this pandemic year a virtual HarvestFest Ultimate 
Tailgate interactive event was held on November 7.

They shall not hunger or thirst…Is 49:10

Will you help? NFP is a 501c charity with a Board of 
Directors; you may recognize several parishioners on that 
board: Secretary-Pam Lansford, Lee Prosch, Vice Chair-
Janice Breyne, Martha Neville, and Maria Malachowski.

Plenty of Food lenty of Food at the Table of Lifeat the Table of Life

When you come to church for Mass on the weekend, there is usually 
a mountain of food and paper products in the corner of the narthex. 
What’s that all about?

By Angela Orlando


