
 

As they  

were going 

they were 

cleansed. 

And one  

of  them,  

realizing he 

had been 

healed, 

returned, 

glorifying 

God in a 

loud voice; 

and he fell at 

the feet of  

Jesus and 

thanked him. 
 

                     -Luke 17:15-16 

 October 9, 2022 

Par r o qu ia  San Is I dr o  
St. Isidore Parish 

Music and lyrics for the Mass are on pages 10-11. 
Música y letra para la Misa están incluidas en las páginas 12-13. 

 

Press Release:   
On September 16, St. Isidore Catholic School in Bloomingdale was 
named the sole school in Illinois and only one of 30 nationwide 
given the distinction of Microsoft Incubator School for the 2022 - 

2023 school year. This prestigious title has been granted in recognition of the innovative work 
carried out by our teachers and students. This is the first step toward becoming a Microsoft 
Showcase School, joining an exclusive community of innovative schools around the world that 
share insights and best practices for transforming every aspect of their mission. “We are 
delighted to expand our STEM programming through our distinction as a Microsoft Incubator 
School and are excited to partner with Microsoft as we work towards becoming an official 
Microsoft Showcase School”, said Principal Corie Alimento.  
 

Showcase schools create student-centered, immersive, and inclusive experiences that inspire 
lifelong learning, stimulating the development of essential future-ready skills so students are 
empowered to achieve more. This outstanding accomplishment is attributed to the tireless 
efforts of our entire school community: administration, faculty, students, parents, and friends of 
SICS. “All have invested time, talent, and treasure to aid in this outcome”, said Technology 
Director, Rita Carter. 
 

To learn how St. Isidore Catholic School is continually leading the way through innovation, or to 
schedule a tour, contact: 
Gloria Lorusso, Director of Advancement at (630) 295-8338 | lorusso@sicatholic.o  

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   

                                       Sharing our gifts in humil    

 

Watch your mailbox this week for the  
St. Isidore Covenant Renewal materials! 

mailto:glorusso@sicatholic.org
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Parish Office

Phone: (630) 529-3045
Office Hours: Monday - Friday

9:00 am - 5:00 pm
*Closed Monday 10/10

Address: 427 West Army Trail Road 
Bloomingdale, IL 60108 

School Office: (630) 529-9323

Email: general@stisidoreparish.org
Website: www.stisidoreparish.org
Offertory: www.stisidoreparish.org/giving

Weekdays
• 7:00 am   
• 12:05 pm

Wednesdays during the school year
• 8:15 am

Pastor:

Fr. Jim Murphy

Baptisms, Weddings, 
& Other Inquiries

• Call or email the Parish Office

Helping Hands Ministry

• If you are in need of assistance, call the Parish 
Office to be connected with our Helping Hands 
ministry (formerly St. Vincent de Paul)

Reconciliation

Saturdays
• 8:45-10:00 am   

First Friday of each month
• 7:30-8:30 am

Any time, by appointment 
(call the Parish Office)

Parish Pastoral Staff

Parochial Vicars:
Fr. Rey Treyes Fr. Asirvadam Dandu

Deacons:
Dcn. Terry Cummiskey Dcn. Dan Defino
Dcn. Terry Neary Dcn. Hung Nguyen

Director of Administration Dan Tobin
(630) 529-3045

Grade School Principal Corie Alimento
(630) 529-9323

Director of Stewardship Corinne Callender
& Communication (630) 295-6890

Director of Adult Faith Leonor Carvajal
Formation & Hispanic (630) 295-8351
Community Pastoral Assoc.

Director of Religious Vera Zielinski
Education (K-6) (630) 529-9191

Connect Youth Ministries Terri Majeski
Co-Coordinators Arizbeth Alcaraz

(513) 620-4CYM

Director of Music Dr. Anne Sinclair, DME
asinclair@stisidoreparish.org

Liturgy Coordinator Emma Flores
(630) 295-8321

Operations Coordinator Joanna McDaniel
(630) 295-8322

Finance Coordinator John Achacoso
(630) 295-8327

Administrative Assistant Debbie Morales-Garcia
(630) 529-3045

Daily Mass Schedule

Eucharistic 
Adoration

Daytime hours
• 8:00 am-9:00 pm 

Nighttime hours
• Obtain a key card 

from the Parish Office

Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday
• 5:00 pm   
• 6:30 pm (español)

Sunday
• 7:00 am   
• 8:30 am   
• 10:00 am*  
• 11:30 am (español)*
• 1:00 pm

*Livestreamed on Facebook and our website

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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As we gather on this Columbus 

Day or Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

holiday weekend, we celebrate 

the 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

and continue our Gospel reading 

from Luke’s Gospel and our ob-

servance of Respect Life month. 

This weekend’s Gospel passage 

presents us with a very familiar 

healing story that we often hear 

at Thanksgiving. We find Jesus 

making his way to Jerusalem and 

the destiny that awaits him there. 

As he travels, he never fails to 

respond to the needs of others. 

As required by the Jewish law, the 

lepers are keeping their distance 

and calling out to Jesus for heal-

ing. Without any outward signs or 

dramatic show, he simply in-

structs the lepers to show them-

selves to the priests, who are able 

to certify their healing. In faith, 

the 10 follow Jesus’ command 

and suddenly discover that they 

are healed “as they are going.” 

The one who returns to express 

gratitude (a foreigner), receives 

an additional gift. He is given not 

only healing from his leprosy, but 

the very promise of salvation!   

Forty-nine years ago, the Catholic 

bishops in the United States des-

ignated October as Respect Life 

Month. Throughout October, 

Catholics are called in a special 

way to reflect on the gift of hu-

man life, the threats against it 

and how we can protect all per-

sons from conception through 

natural death. This year’s theme, 

Called to Serve Moms in Need, is 

particularly suited for the times in 

which we live. One of the Respect 

Life initiatives our parish began a 

few years ago is our Expecting 

Parents’ Prayer List. The greatest 

gift we can give a couple prepar-

ing for the birth of their child is 

the gift of prayer. The Expecting 

Parents’ Prayer List is printed in 

the bulletin. Any couple who is 

expecting the birth of a child can 

have their names and due date 

added to this prayer list by calling 

the Parish Office. This gives us a 

wonderful opportunity to support 

our expecting parents with our 

prayers.  

An additional way of expressing 

our Respect Life values is by feed-

ing the hungry. We are partnering 

again this year with the Northern 

Illinois Food Bank in providing 

Thanksgiving Dinner food baskets 

for those in need among us. Your 

$25 donation will provide a 

Thanksgiving Dinner basket for a 

family. We need to place our or-

der with the Northern Illinois 

Food Bank by mid-October. Dona-

tions can be made at our Masses 

this week, online or at the Parish 

Office. Thank you in advance for 

your care for those in need 

among us.  

Monday’s Columbus Day/

Indigenous Peoples Day holiday 

has given many of our young peo-

ple a 4-day or even a 5-day week-

end! Our parish offices will be 

closed on Monday, October 10, in 

observance of the holiday. We 

will reopen at 9:00 am on Tues-

day, October 11. Enjoy the holi-

day.  

Cooler temperatures are coming 

our way as the autumn season 

settles upon us. Last Wednesday 

when I celebrated the school 

Mass for our students, I invited 

them to notice God’s truth, beau-

ty and goodness in the changing 

season of autumn. We certainly 

come to know the creator by no-

ticing the beauty of creation all 

around us. Let’s make it a point to 

notice the beauty of this season 

as it unfolds before us – it is the 

Lord’s gift to us in this present 

moment. Many things are now 

happening at our parish. Please 

check elsewhere in our bulletin 

for additional news. May God 

continue to bless us with all that 

we need, and more. 

The 
Pastor’s Corner 

  - Fr. Jim Murphy 

 A word from Pope Francis ~ “Human life must 
always be defended from its beginning in the 
womb and must be recognized as a gift of God 
that guarantees the future of humanity.” 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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All of October, to help struggling moms, bring these items 
to the Collection Boxes in the Narthex: 
 

New clothes, sizes infant-24 months,  
hats,  
blankets,  
pacifiers, teethers,  
bottles,  
disposable  
diapers and wipes! 
 

Items will be donated to: 
 Nativity House - Nativity-House.org 
 Heather House & Monica House - AidForWomen.org 

October Baby Shower 
Did you know that new 
underwear and socks 
are the most-request-
ed, but least-donated 
items at Catholic   
Charities? This year, 
our parish can help by 
donating the specific 
items below. Please 
bring them to  the Nar-
thex on October 15-16.  
 

 

• children's underwear (boys and girls, all sizes) 
• pull-ups (larger sizes especially needed) 

 
Or donate online at: catholiccharitiesjoliet.org  

Undy Sunday is next Sunday 10/16 

Baby Bottles for Life 

This October, the 
Knights of Columbus 
are asking us to fill  
baby bottles with our 
spare change. The pro-
ceeds will support Wa-
terleaf (a Catholic preg-
nancy medical clinic & 
resource center) and the Fr. McGivney Center for Hope 
and Healing (which offers housing and support for preg-
nant women). 
 
1. Pick up a baby bottle in the Narthex. 
2. Take it home and fill it with change, cash, or a check 

made payable to:   K. of C. Council #8522. 
3. Return the bottle to the Narthex throughout October. 

RESPECT 
LIFE  

MONTH 

 

Columbus Day / 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

 

Monday, October 10 
 

Parish Offices will be closed 
 

Masses are at 7:00 am and 12:05 pm, as usual 

Resources for Pro-Life /  
Respect Life / Pro-Family 

 

To keep yourself current on legislative issues,  
“calls to action,” and more, the  

Pro-Life Action Ministry recommends several sources: 
 

• Catholic Conference of Illinois 
 www.ilcatholic.org/take-action/join-i-can  
 
• U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

 www.usccb.org/pro-life-subscriptions 
 
• Illinois Right to Life Action  (of IL Right to Life) 

 www.IllinoisRightToLifeAction.org 
 
• Illinois Family Action  (of IL Family Institute - this is 

an Evangelical Christian group which is very         
strongly Pro-Life / Respect Life / Pro-Family) 

 www.IllinoisFamilyAction.org 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.IllinoisFamilyAction.org
http://www.IllinoisRightToLifeAction.org
http://www.usccb.org/pro-life-subscriptions
http://www.ilcatholic.org/take-action/join-i-can
http://catholiccharitiesjoliet.org
https://www.aidforwomen.org/
http://nativity-house.org/index.shtml
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Bishop Hicks' Column 

October 2022 

Pruning our diocesan tree  

so that we may thrive and grow 

For anyone who lives in the Midwest or 
northern regions of the United States, news 
of consolidations, mergers and closings of 
Catholic parishes and schools has become a 
frequent reality. Across the country, Catho-
lic dioceses and archdioceses are imple-
menting or have completed restructuring 
processes, including Cincinnati, Columbus, 
Boston, Pittsburgh and St. Louis.  

Closer to home, our neighbors on our dioc-
esan borders also have begun or have been 
attending to these same issues. Specifically, 
the Archdiocese of Chicago has been en-
gaged in a seven-year, proactive process of 
structural and spiritual renewal known as 
“Renew My Church.” Also, just recently, 
the Diocese of Peoria announced its two-
year process of pastoral planning called 
“Growing Disciples.” 

When I was installed as the bishop of the 
Diocese of Joliet two years ago, I was im-
mediately inundated with statistics of too 
few pastors to cover too many parishes, 
especially as we project the numbers into 
the near future. I was also confronted with 
declining Mass attendance and budgetary 
issues, all exacerbated by the pandemic. 

Many people have continued to ask me, 
“Bishop, are you planning on running a 
‘Renew My Church’ in our diocese?” My 
answer has been consistent and constant: 
“Our parishes and schools will need to be 
looked at. However, before that, I need to 
get my own house in order.” “My own 
house” refers to the diocesan offices and 
the Catholic Schools Office, which are 
housed in the Blanchette Catholic Center 
(BCC.) 

To do so, I hired consultants known as The 
Reid Group. They are practicing Catholics 
who know and love the Church. They are 
also excellent at intensive listening, identify-
ing issues and making recommendations to 
help dioceses change in order to thrive. 
Following their recommendations, we have 
streamlined the BCC’s staffing from 99 to 
70 employees and updated our organiza-
tional chart to reflect an approach that is 

outward-focused, effective and efficient. 
While this change has been successful in 
reducing our operating deficit and achieving 
a balanced budget, I am also keenly aware 
of the real-life impact of this process. Sev-
erance packages and an extremely healthy 
job market may have eased the transition 
for the affected individuals, yet this type of 
change is never easy.  Please join me in my 
continuing prayers for the individuals im-
pacted by the changes.   

The Reid Group also recommended that 
after getting “my house in order,” we 
should embark on a second phase to review 
diocesan parishes and schools. They em-
phasized that if we are going to ensure con-
tinued vitality in our diocese, then we 
would need to consider possible mergers, 
consolidations, or closures.   

To begin this process, since July, I have 
gathered my senior staff at the BCC with 
the eight pastors who serve as deans – or 
leaders – of the eight deaneries – geograph-
ic regions – of the diocese. So far, we have 
met to listen to facts and trends, and have 
had discussions about potential parishes 
and schools that may need to merge, con-
solidate or close. At these initial meetings, I 
have been clear that I will NOT ask all our 
parishes and schools to participate in this 
process. Instead, we will focus on specific 
areas in the Diocese of Joliet to address 
specific situations. To reiterate, phase two 
will NOT be a diocesan-wide process. In-
stead, it will occur over the next two to 
three years in what I am calling a targeted 
restructuring. 

Some people have already asked me -- 
some jokingly and some seriously -- if I 
already have a secret list in a vault in my 
office containing the names of the parishes 
and schools that will be affected. The an-
swer to that question is an emphatic “No!” 
My senior staff and the deans will discern 
and collaborate to create a list of parishes 
and schools whose futures will need to be 
addressed in three stages: Urgent; in the 
next year; and in two to three years. When 

we have reached consensus on what parish-
es and schools will be affected by this tar-
geted restructuring process, we will contin-
ue to share and publish the information 
through various channels, including our 
diocesan website. 

Once specific parishes and schools are in-
formed they will be engaged in targeted 
restructuring, they will begin a process of 
preparation, assessment and discernment 
before final decisions are made or changes 
implemented. Please know we are commit-
ted to actively listening to the voices of the 
pastors, principals, parishioners, parish em-
ployees and volunteers.    

During these past two years, you have often 
heard me praise the Diocese of Joliet. We 
are a great diocese filled with amazing laity, 
religious and priests. We are experiencing 
so much success implementing my vision 
of catechesis, evangelization and faith into 
action. Why, then, am I leading us into this 
targeted restructuring? It is because most of 
us want to see a Church that is focused on 
the mission of Jesus Christ and not on the 
preservation of our buildings. As mission-
ary disciples, we should all desire a Church 
that is thriving, growing and following the 
Gospel. In other words, everything we do 
as a Church needs to be about the salvation 
of souls.   

At the end of the day, I do not want us to 
be viewed as a diocese that buried its head 
in the sand or kicked the can down the 
road. Instead, with deep faith in God, we 
need to prune some of the structural 
branches, so that our Church can continue 
to produce great fruit. 

Soon, we will announce which parishes and 
schools in our diocese will participate in the 
urgent phase of the targeted restructuring 
process. We ask that you receive this news 
with an open, collaborative heart focused 
on the common good of our diocese. 
Please join me in praying for this process so 
that we all may seek and hear the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit as we begin this journey 
together.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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K-6 Faith Formation Calendar

October 2022
11, 12, & 15 Regular sessions 

18, 19, & 22 Regular sessions 

25, 26, & 29 NO sessions*

K- F H F ON rek6@stisidoreparish.org

Vera Zielinski vzielinski@stisidoreparish.org
Director of Religious Ed cation (K-6) (630) 529-919

*Children preparing for 1st Reconciliation and their 
parents should attend the 1st Reconciliation Workshop 
on Tue 10/25 or Wed 10/26 in the Main Church.

Craft Show Save the Date

CCW 31st Annual Holiday Craft Show 
Saturday, November 12 

9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Organic Garden Final Total

1,630.25 lbs of healthy food has been 
donated to our Neighborhood Food Pantries. 

Thank you to our dedicated team!

Candle Room Reminder

Please do not stack the candles.
Our staff will replenish the candles that have 

burned out. Do not move them yourself.

New Drum Set

After many years of making do
with broken parts on the old one, our choir 

can keep the beat in style again!
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Pray for our expecting parents 

Genna & David Palash - Oct 15 
Megan & Bill Flood - November 
Susan Flood & Steve Denson - December 
Sheila Flood & Johnny Larson - Dec 12 
Erika & Diego Duarte - Dec 21 
Megan & Tyler Neher - Jan 19 
Amanda & Robert Maggio - Feb 10 
Melanie & Matt Flood - Mar 3 

Our Sick list is updated every three months.  
Please call the Parish Office to add or remove a name. 

Pray for our sick 

Bill Allen 
Jean Arredia 
Becky Barba 
Donna Barba  
John Barich 
Tim Brady 
Tim Brogan 
Sydney Carr 
Kevin Castelan 
James Constertina  
Jennifer Dewey 
Alex Fuccillo 
Krystyna Gazzano 
Scott Jennings 
Barbara Leo 
Blasé Manzo 
Michael Matusek 
Gaspar Montes 

Julio Morejon 
Josephine Neathery 
Vinny Ocean Bond 
Lorraine Orlow 
Joe Passaretti 
Joe Phelps 
Lois Phelps 
John Piszczek  
Frank Rullo 
Marita Santos 
Jim Spranger 
Sharon Stamper 
Gerald Strom 
Elliott Thompson 
Carol Unger 
Dona Vila 

 

Saturday, October 8 
8:15 am Giselle Diaz & Martin Diaz, 
    special intentions 
5:00 pm Mary Isabella† / Marge Merchut† 
6:30 pm Eduardo Carreno† 
  
Sunday, October 9 
7:00 am Cindy Latham† / Rustico Martinez† 
8:30 am Mariana Tinajero† / Frank Mikas† 
10:00 am Anthony Stefanic Sr.† 
11:30 am Familia Manzo Duarte† 
1:00 pm Connor Stanley, special intention 
   
Monday, October 10 
7:00 am William Keane† 
12:05 pm Glenn Tolentino† 
  
Tuesday, October 11 
7:00 am Angelo Orlando† 
12:05 pm Jeff Frank† / Ray DuBois† 
  
Wednesday, October 12 
7:00 am Ernesto Galicia† 
8:15 am Pilar Pantoja† 
12:05 pm Joseph Gorsic† 
  
Thursday, October 13 
7:00 am Visitacion Blanco† 
12:05 pm Remedios Marasigan† 
  
Friday, October 14 
7:00 am Fortunata Alcantara† 
12:05 pm Eva Silva† 
  
Saturday, October 15 
8:15 am Monette M. Hernandez† 
5:00 pm Edilberto Avorque† 
6:30 pm Esquivel-Soreano family, special intention 
  
Sunday, October 16 
7:00 am St. Isidore Parish Family 
8:30 am Janet Kroll† 
10:00 am Deceased members of the Durand family† 
11:30 am Don Manuel Diaz† / Omar Montenegro† 
1:00 pm Lolita Bernas, birthday 
4:00 pm St. Isidore Parish Family 
    Teen Mass 

Mass Intentions for this week 

Pray for our engaged couples 

Sofia Defino & Joseph Smiley - Oct 21 
Mirella Casillas & Efren Ibañez - Oct 22 
Laura Huber & Matthew Imrie - Nov 5 
Carina Rodelo & Cody J. Labeck - Nov 11 
Gianna Antonini & Colton Mahler - Nov 12 
Amanda Tiberi & Trevor Morgan - Nov 18 
Mirels Mehmeti & Christopher Nees - Nov 19 
Maria Nitti & Phillip Ruck - Nov 19 Pray for the repose of the souls of 

 
Virginia Bruno and Mary Santucci 

 

May they rest in peace. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 

Offertory Collection 
 

 

10/2/2022 
 

     Envelopes  $ 27,153 
         Loose 2,942 
       Online 11,576 
       Total  $41,671 
 
      Fiscal YTD Average:             $30,197 

 
 

    To make your offertory  
          donation online: 
 

      www.stisidoreparish.org/giving 

Join our Focus on Hunger Team in raising money 
to purchase 475 Thanksgiving Meals (each one 
feeds a family of 8). The meals will be given to 
families in our community and at Our Lady of 
Sorrows Parish in Chicago. 
 

Each meal costs $25 
 

Ways to give: 
 Use the QR code 
 Donate online at  
                   www.stisidoreparish.org/giving 
 Mark any envelope “Thanksgiving” 

Thanksgiving Food Boxes 
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*The surplus was due to the Paycheck Protection  
Program (PPP) loan we received in 2020 in the amount 
of $372,900. We applied for loan forgiveness and were 

approved and the loan was forgiven. 

  

    Actual 
   Jul 2021- 
Jun 2022 

  Last Year 
   Jul 2020- 
Jun 2021 

    Budget 
2021-2022 

Income:       

Weekly Collections 1,585,493 1,580,795 1,664,000 

Easter/Christmas/Holy days 100,273 92,086 106,500 

School Income 1,296,671 1,251,230 1,330,639 

Religious Education Income 45,626 29,696 62,700 

Youth Ministries Income 28,083 21,940 32,250 

Adult Formation Income 6,989 3,014 12,800 

Human Needs 3054 0 10,000 

Helping Hands Income 25,644 40,818 0 

All Other Income 100,904 114,544 74,325 

Cemetery/Columbarium 112,600 101,230 65,000 

Total Income 3,305,338 3,235,353 3,358,214 

        

Expenses:       

Parish Buildings & Grounds, 
Operations, Diocesan Assessment 1,086,102 1,046,376 1,083,768 

Cemetery/Columbarium Expense 23,791 19,880 12,000 

Capital, Restricted 36,461 129,627 53,000 

Worship & Music 116,618 98,085 130,558 

 School 1,626,024 1,499,587 1,657,310 

Religious Education 148,561 112,621 160,792 

 Youth Ministry 157,193 141,497 152,852 

Adult Formation 76,958 67,901 87,125 

Human Needs 1,070 1,523 2,150 

Helping Hands Expense 22,356 19,702 6,000 

Total Expenses 3,295,133 3,136,799 3,345,557 

Unrestricted Surplus* 10,205 98,554 12,658 

        

Restricted Donations:       

PPP Loan / CARES Act 0 372,900 0 

Total Surplus* 10,205 471,454 0 

  2021-2022 
  Last Year 
2020-2021 

Savings Account 727,680 720,449 

School Endowment 435,925 497,862 

Questions? Contact the Finance Office 
jachacoso@stisidoreparish.org     (630) 295-8327 

FISCAL YEAR 2022  

FINANCIAL REPORT 
STEWARDSHIP 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:jachacoso@stisidoreparish.org
http://www.stisidoreparish.org/giving
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S SIDOR CA OLIC S
Corie Alimento corieali ento@saintisidoreschool.org
Principal (630) 529-9323

Get ready and mark your calendars for two exciting school events coming up!

• Grandparents & Grandfriends Day on Wednesday, October 19
• Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 22

“My Flesh for The Life of The World”

The 3-year National Eucharistic Revival began on 
June 19, the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ. 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has established a website for helping to distribute 
information during the Revival, such as Eucharistic talks and documents. You can sign up for the weekly 
“Heart of the Revival” Newsletter with updates and inspirational materials. You can also sign up to be a Prayer 
Partner. Check it out!

https://eucharisticrevival.or

Many different titles of Lighthouse CDs are 
available in the Narthex.

Pick one up for a $4 donation.

Lighthouse CD’s

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://eucharisticrevival.org
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Par ro qu ia 
San Is i dr o

C HISPANA
Leonor Carvajal, MA lcarvajal@stisi oreparish org
Hispanic Pastoral Associate (630) 295-835

www.stisidoreparish.org/giving

Su ofertorio
a San Isidro

Comparta con los vecinos que no tienen suficiente.

Cada caja cuesta $25

Colección para las Cajas 
de Alimento del 

Día de Acción de Gracias

 Use el código QR aquí

 Ponga “Día de Acción                
de Gracias” en su sobre

 Done en línea a 
www.stisidoreparish.org/givin

Día de la Raza

el lunes 10 de octubre

Las oficinas de la parroquia 
estarán cerradas.

Las Misas se celebrarán a las 
7:00 am y 12:05 pm.

Renovación de Alianza del 2022
Compartiendo nuestros dones en humildad      

¡Mire su buzón esta semana sobre información y material
de la Alianza de San Isidro!

El Cuarto de Velas

Favor de no apilar las velas.
Repondremos las velas que se hayan apagado. 

No los mueva usted mismo.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Columna del obispo Hicks 

octubre de 2022 

Podar nuestro árbol diocesano para 

que podamos prosperar y crecer 

Para cualquiera que viva en el Medio Oeste o 
en las regiones del norte de Estados Unidos, 
las noticias sobre consolidaciones, fusiones y 
cierres de parroquias y escuelas católicas se 
han convertido en una realidad frecuente. En 
todo el país, las diócesis y arquidiócesis 
católicas están llevando a cabo o han com-
pletado procesos de reestructuración, como 
Cincinnati, Columbus, Boston, Pittsburgh y 
Saint Louis.  

Más cerca de casa, nuestros vecinos de nues-
tras fronteras diocesanas también han comen-
zado o han estado atendiendo a estas mismas 
cuestiones. En concreto, la Arquidiócesis de 
Chicago ha emprendido un proceso proactivo 
de siete años de renovación estructural y 
espiritual conocido como “Renueva mi Igle-
sia”. Además, hace poco, la Diócesis de Peo-
ria anunció su proceso de planificación pasto-
ral de dos años, llamado “Crecer como 
discípulos”. 

Cuando me instalaron como obispo de la 
Diócesis de Joliet hace dos años, me inunda-
ron inmediatamente las estadísticas de que 
había muy pocos pastores para cubrir demasi-
adas parroquias, especialmente al proyectar las 
cifras en un futuro próximo. También me 
enfrenté a la disminución de la asistencia a 
Misa y a problemas presupuestarios, todo ello 
agravado por la pandemia. 

Mucha gente me ha seguido preguntando: 
“Monseñor, ¿piensa usted organizar un 
‘Renueva mi Iglesia’ en nuestra diócesis?”. Mi 
respuesta ha sido consistente y constante: 
“Habrá que examinar nuestras parroquias y 
escuelas. Sin embargo, antes de eso, necesito 
poner en orden mi propia casa”. “Mi propia 
casa” se refiere a las oficinas diocesanas y a la 
Oficina de Escuelas Católicas, que se encuen-
tran en el Centro Católico Blanchette 
(Blanchette Catholic Center, BCC). 

Para ello, contraté a unos consultores conoci-
dos como The Reid Group. Son católicos 
practicantes que conocen y aman a la Iglesia. 
También son excelentes en la escucha inten-
siva, identificando los problemas y haciendo 
recomendaciones para ayudar a las diócesis a 
cambiar para prosperar. Siguiendo sus 
recomendaciones, hemos racionalizado la 
dotación de personal del BCC de 99 a 70 

empleados y hemos actualizado nuestro or-
ganigrama para reflejar un enfoque centrado 
en el exterior, eficaz y eficiente. Aunque este 
cambio ha conseguido reducir nuestro déficit 
operativo y lograr un presupuesto equilibrado, 
también soy muy consciente del impacto real 
de este proceso. Es posible que las indemni-
zaciones por despido y un mercado laboral 
muy saludable hayan facilitado la transición a 
los afectados, pero este tipo de cambio nunca 
es fácil.  Por favor, únanse a mí en mis con-
tinuas oraciones por las personas afectadas 
por los cambios.   

El Grupo Reid también recomendó que, 
después de poner “mi casa en orden”, nos 
embarcáramos en una segunda fase para re-
visar las parroquias y escuelas diocesanas. 
Hicieron hincapié en que, si queremos gar-
antizar la continuidad de la vitalidad de nues-
tra diócesis, tendríamos que considerar posi-
bles fusiones, consolidaciones o cierres.   

Para iniciar este proceso, desde julio, he re-
unido a mi personal directivo en el BCC con 
los ocho párrocos que sirven como decanos 
—o líderes— de los ocho decanatos —
regiones geográficas— de la diócesis. Hasta 
ahora, nos hemos reunido para escuchar los 
hechos y las tendencias, y hemos debatido 
sobre posibles parroquias y escuelas que po-
drían tener que fusionarse, consolidarse o 
cerrarse. En estas primeras reuniones, he 
dejado claro que NO pediré a todas nuestras 
parroquias y colegios que participen en este 
proceso. En su lugar, nos centraremos en 
áreas específicas de la Diócesis de Joliet para 
abordar situaciones concretas. Para reiterar, la 
segunda fase NO será un proceso a nivel di-
ocesano. En cambio, se producirá en los 
próximos dos o tres años en lo que yo llamo 
una reestructuración selectiva. 

Algunas personas ya me han preguntado —
algunas en broma y otras en serio— si ya ten-
go una lista secreta en una cámara acorazada 
de mi despacho con los nombres de las par-
roquias y escuelas que se verán afectadas. La 
respuesta a esta pregunta es un rotundo 
“¡No!”. Mi personal superior y los decanos 
discernirán y colaborarán para crear una lista 
de parroquias y escuelas cuyo futuro habrá 
que abordar en tres etapas: Urgente; en el 
próximo año; y en dos o tres años. Cuando 

hayamos llegado a un consenso sobre qué 
parroquias y escuelas se verán afectadas por 
este proceso de reestructuración selectiva, 
seguiremos compartiendo y publicando la 
información a través de diversos canales, in-
cluido nuestro sitio web diocesano. 

Una vez que se informe a determinadas par-
roquias y escuelas de que van a participar en 
una reestructuración específica, comenzarán 
un proceso de preparación, evaluación y dis-
cernimiento antes de tomar decisiones finales 
o de aplicar los cambios. Deben saber que 
nos comprometemos a escuchar activamente 
las voces de los párrocos, directores, feli-
greses, empleados y voluntarios de la par-
roquia.    

Durante estos dos últimos años, ustedes me 
han oído alabar a menudo a la Diócesis de 
Joliet. Somos una gran diócesis llena de in-
creíbles laicos, religiosos y sacerdotes. Esta-
mos experimentando mucho éxito en la im-
plementación de mi visión de la catequesis, la 
evangelización y la fe en acción. ¿Por qué, 
entonces, nos estoy llevando a esta reestruc-
turación selectiva? Es porque la mayoría de 
nosotros queremos ver una Iglesia centrada 
en la misión de Jesucristo y no en la con-
servación de nuestros edificios. Como 
discípulos misioneros, todos deberíamos 
desear una Iglesia que prospere, crezca y siga 
el Evangelio. En otras palabras, todo lo que 
hagamos como Iglesia tiene que estar relacio-
nado con la salvación de las almas.   

A fin de cuentas, no quiero que se nos vea 
como una diócesis que enterró la cabeza en la 
arena o pateó la pelota hacia adelante. En 
cambio, con una profunda fe en Dios, debe-
mos podar algunas de las ramas estructurales, 
para que nuestra Iglesia pueda seguir produci-
endo grandes frutos. 

Pronto anunciaremos qué parroquias y es-
cuelas de nuestra diócesis participarán en la 
fase urgente del proceso de reestructuración 
selectiva. Te pedimos que recibas estas no-
ticias con un corazón abierto y colaborador, 
centrado en el bien común de nuestra dióce-
sis. Por favor, únanse a mí en la oración por 
este proceso para que todos podamos buscar 
y escuchar la guía del Espíritu Santo mientras 
comenzamos este viaje juntos. 
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Join the diocesan mission trip to   
Sucre, Bolivia, in April 2023 

The Diocese of Joliet will 
make a two-week mission 
trip to Sucre, Bolivia, next 
April 15 - April 29. 

Located in the southern high-
lands, Sucre is the constitu-
tional capital of Bolivia, serv-
ing as the home of the coun-

try’s supreme court. 

The trip will focus on medical needs and construction 
projects for residents, according to Deacon Bruce Carl-
son, diocesan missions coordinator. 

Carlson is recruiting a variety of medical personnel, 
including surgeons – general, plastic, orthopedic, gy-
necological, pediatric, and ear-nose-and-throat – 
along with operating room, recovery room and staff 
nurses. He also needs a diversity of physicians, includ-
ing family practitioners, pediatricians, internists, and 
emergency room doctors, as well as dentists. 

He is also looking for individuals willing to help local 
area families with construction work and needed 
structural repairs. 

The diocese has organized mission trips to Sucre,   
Bolivia, since 1994. 

A informational meeting on the trip will be held at 7 
p.m. on October 25 at the Blanchette Catholic Center. 
For more information: bcarslon@dioceseofjoliet.org 
or (815) 221-6256. 

Phone Counselors Needed 
 
Feel the need to help those who are hurting? 
 
If you are a Catholic who would like to provide spiritual and emotional support to our callers who need undivided atten-
tion, you can be trained to become one of our phone counselors and work remotely. 
 
The Upper Room Hotline is a ministry in the Catholic tradition where our phone counselors act to extend Jesus’ care 
and compassion through the guidance of the Holy Spirit using active listening, empathy and prayer when requested. 
 
Our phone counselors receive free training via private Zoom Meetings. Credentialed university instructors and clinical 
professionals cover various areas that specifically prepare them to assume responsibilities on the hotline. 
 

Classes begin October 4 - November 29. Call now to be put on our waiting list. 
Contact Exec. Director, Dr. Terry Smith  

(800) 988-7395     www.catholichotline.org     catholichotline@gmail.com  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fr. Dandu’s Homily

My Dear Family of St. Isidore,

In today’s First Reading, we hear that 
Naaman the Syrian, a leper, came to 
the Prophet Elisha hoping to be cured 
of his skin disease. He was not an ordi-
nary man, but an army officer, who 
brought along with him gifts of silver 
and gold to pay for his treatment. He 
was deeply hurt when the prophet did 
not even come out to meet him, but 
instead sent a message telling him to 
wash seven times in the River Jordan. 
Why wash in this particular river, 
when there were so many bigger and 
cleaner rivers at home? However, he 
was persuaded by his servants to try 
it, and then he was cured. Let us re-
flect for a while on the attitude of 
Naaman. How often do we behave like 
Naaman? We say things like, “Why do 
I have to go to church, when I can wor-
ship God out in the open air? Why did 
God send me this sickness, when I did 
nothing wrong in my life, and actually 
did so much good in my life?” We find 
such attitudes among the people at 
the time of Jesus as well. Some com-
plained, saying, “He says intolerable 
things and how could anyone accept 
it?” and they walked with Him no 
more. We find this kind of reaction, of 
unbelief and negative response, in 
ourselves sometimes. It is a credit to 

Naaman that he had a change of heart 
and obeyed what the prophet asked 
him to do, and as a result, he was 
cured and he returned to thank Elisha.

Jesus, who healed the skin defor-
mations in 10 lepers in this story, 
would later look disfigured during His 
passion from scourges and bleeding 
and falling under the weight of the 
cross. Jesus, who healed lepers, would 
then look like a leper or worse than a 
leper. Jesus suffered all of that so that 
we could be healed of something 
much worse than a skin ailment. He 
endured it so that we could be healed 
of sin and be saved; so that the grace 
of all the Sacraments and salvation 
could flow from Jesus on the cross to 
us.

It is a good custom to express our 
gratitude for favors we have received 
and say, “Thank you.” It is fitting to ask 
ourselves today, are we truly grateful 
to God? A grateful person is more 
ready to share what he or she has with 
others. We express our gratitude by 
taking good care of our old and sick 
parents for the sacrifices they endured 
while raising us. Let us be grateful to 
our friends, teachers, doctors, pastors 
and civil authorities for the countless 
gifts we have received from them. We 
express our thanks to God as a parish 
community by sharing our time, tal-

ents and blessings in the various minis-
tries and services of the parish and by 
our active participation in our out-
reach programs. 

In the Second Reading, St. Paul advises 
Timothy to be grateful to God even in 
his physical sufferings and the dangers 
associated with spreading the Word of 
God, because God will be always faith-
ful to His people. The Fathers of the 
Church noted parallels between the 
Gospel story and the story of Naaman. 
Elisha told Naaman to bathe in the 
River Jordan seven times. Jesus told 
the 10 lepers to show themselves to 
the priest, who could certify a healing. 
In both stories, healing took place only 
after they obeyed. Eventually, both 
Naaman and the Samaritan returned 
to praise God. 

The central theme of today’s readings 
is that gratitude is expected from us. 
Today’s Gospel presents a God who 
desires gratitude from us for the many 
blessings we receive from Him. The 
Eucharist is a reminder never to forget 
God’s greatest gift to us, His own Son, 
our Savior, and to be grateful to Him. 
We can open our hearts and our lives 
to whatever God has planned for us 
and thank Him constantly for His great 
mercy upon us during this week and 
throughout our lives.
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