
 

Music and lyrics for the Mass are on pages 10-11. 
Música y letra para la Misa están incluidas en las páginas 12-13. 

 

 

And hope 

does not 

disappoint,  

because  

the love  

of  God  

has been 

poured out 

into our 

hearts  

through the 

Holy Spirit 

who has 

been given 

to us. 

 
                - Matthew 17:1-2 

March 12, 2023 

Par r o qu ia  San Is I dr o  

 3rd Sunday in Lent 

St. Isidore Parish 

                           

   
  

 
Let us give Alms by bringing in  

these hard-to-get items! 

still need 
 

Canned Tuna and 
Canned Salmon  

March 11-12 
 

Canned Beans  
(Pork & Beans, Baked, 

Kidney, etc.) 

March 18-19 
Soap & Smaller-sized  
Laundry Detergent 

and Dishwashing Soap 

March 25-26 
 

Toilet Paper,  
Paper Towels, Tissue 

  
   

 

Fridays in Lent 
• 7:00 pm in the main church 
 

 
 

Fridays in Lent  
• 7:30-8:30 am, 12:30-1:30 pm 
 

Saturdays  
• 8:45-10:00 am 
 

Tuesday 4/4 
• 7:30-8:30 am, 12:30-1:30 pm, 

6:00-7:00 pm 
 

Wednesday 4/5 
• 7:30-8:30 am, 12:30-1:30 pm 
 

 
 

Daily 8:00 am-9:00 pm in our  
       Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 
 

Call the Parish Office for  
       overnight access 

                                    Prayer  ~  Fasting  ~  Almsgiving 
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Parish Office

Phone: (630) 529-3045
Office Hours: Monday - Friday

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Address: 427 West Army Trail Road 
Bloomingdale, IL 60108 

School Office: (630) 529-9323

Email: general@stisidoreparish.org
Website: www.stisidoreparish.org
Offertory: www.stisidoreparish.org/giving

Weekdays
• 7:00 am   
• 12:05 pm

Wednesdays during the school year
• 8:15 am*

Pastor:

Fr. Jim Murphy

Baptisms, Weddings, 
& Other Inquiries

• Call or email the Parish Office

Helping Hands Ministry

• If you are in need of assistance, call the Parish 
Office to be connected with our Helping Hands 
ministry (formerly St. Vincent de Paul)

Reconciliation

Saturdays
• 8:45-10:00 am   

First Friday of each month
• 7:30-8:30 am

Any time, by appointment 
(call the Parish Office)

Parish Pastoral Staff

Parochial Vicars:
Fr. Rey Treyes Fr. Asirvadam Dandu

Deacons:
Dcn. Terry Cummiskey Dcn. Dan Defino
Dcn. Terry Neary Dcn. Hung Nguyen

Director of Administration Dan Tobin
(630) 529-3045

Grade School Principal Corie Alimento
(630) 529-9323

Director of Stewardship Corinne Callender
& Communication (630) 295-6890

Director of Adult Faith Leonor Carvajal
Formation & Hispanic (630) 295-8351
Community Pastoral Assoc.

Director of Religious Vera Zielinski
Education (K-6) (630) 529-9191

Connect Youth Ministries Terri Majeski
Co-Coordinators Arizbeth Alcaraz

(513) 620-4CYM

Director of Music Dr. Anne Sinclair, DME
asinclair@stisidoreparish.org

Liturgy Coordinator Emma Flores
(630) 295-8321

Operations Coordinator Joanna McDaniel
(630) 295-8322

Finance Coordinator John Achacoso
(630) 295-8327

Administrative Assistant Debbie Morales
(630) 529-3045

Director of Youth & Mitch Ryan
Young Adult Ministries (630) 295-8331 

Daily Mass Schedule

Eucharistic 
Adoration

Daytime hours
• 8:00 am-9:00 pm 

Nighttime hours
• Obtain a key card 

from the Parish Office

Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday
• 5:00 pm   
• 6:30 pm (español)

Sunday
• 7:00 am   
• 8:30 am   
• 10:00 am*  
• 11:30 am (español)*
• 1:00 pm

*Livestreamed on Facebook and our website

Saturdays
• 8:15 am

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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As we mark the Third Sunday of Lent 

today, we shift gears in our Lenten 

journey. Throughout the past week, 

the daily Scripture readings have been 

our guide. Last Sunday, the account of 

Jesus’ Transfiguration gave us a 

glimpse of the glory to which each of 

us is called. On Monday, we were giv-

en the path to that glory – stop judg-

ing, stop condemning, forgive. Tues-

day – do not perform works in order to 

be noticed. Wednesday – if we take 

this path seriously, expect opposition 

and persecution. Thursday – trust that 

God will help us in our efforts to 

change. Friday – if we ignore the invi-

tation, the invitation will be given to 

others who will respond. And Saturday 

– while we can’t succeed on our own, 

God’s overwhelming gift of forgiveness 

can overcome our failures.  

Once we realize that we cannot make 

the changes in our lives that we would 

like to make on our own, we are re-

minded that God is on our side and 

working with us. God has taken many 

steps to bring us back. The primary 

image in the Scripture readings during 

this week is the image of water – a 

symbol of new life. We remember how 

God gave us new life in our Baptism. 

This third week of Lent invites us to 

look back at what God initially did for 

us in the past and to look ahead to the 

Easter Vigil, when we will renew our 

Baptismal promises.  

Today, we begin the Scrutinies (or 

Rites of Inner Healing) with the Elect, 

who have been called to be baptized 

at the Easter Vigil. These Rites will be 

celebrated at the 10:00 am Mass over 

the next three weeks. The “Cycle A” 

Scripture readings give us the tradi-

tional “coming to faith” stories that 

were used in the early church to pre-

pare those to be baptized. For the First 

Scrutiny, we hear the account of the 

Woman at the Well from John’s Gos-

pel. Her story is really the story of 

those who are preparing for their Bap-

tism. We promise to support our Elect 

(Emily Bula) and Candidates for Full 

Communion (Tyler Neher and Mirela 

Nees) with our prayers throughout this 

special season of preparations.  

Our parish brochure “Lent 2023 – Pre-

paring our hearts. Growing in Christ.” 

was mailed to each household. Many 

opportunities for the traditional Len-

ten practices of Prayer, Fasting and 

Almsgiving are listed. It also contains 

our parish calendar of Masses, devo-

tions, times for the Sacrament of Rec-

onciliation, and Adult Faith Formation 

offerings. Please refer to it often dur-

ing the season as we make our journey 

to the Easter Holy Days.  

Next Sunday, we will join with Catholic 

parishes throughout our diocese in 

responding to the annual Catholic Re-

lief Services collection. Funds raised 

through this annual collection go di-

rectly to Catholic Relief Services and 

are used to make an immediate re-

sponse to natural disasters as they 

occur throughout the world. Enve-

lopes for this collection were included 

in the packs mailed to our homes, or 

you may use one of the white enve-

lopes from the racks in the pews and 

mark it “CRS.” Thank you for your gen-

erous response to this annual appeal.  

Our 2023 Parish Mission, “Why Christ 

Makes a Difference in the World” was 

a time of tremendous blessings for us 

last week. Deacon Bill Johnson was 

with us in the right time and place. He 

invited us at our weekend Masses and 

then helped us hear the full message 

on Sunday evening (What Does the 

Love of Christ Look Like?), challenged 

us on Monday evening (Christ Needs 

You in the World!), and sent us out on 

Tuesday evening (What Does the 

Church Look Like?). Our challenge is to 

let the Spirit guide us in responding to 

our call to be missionary disciples in 

our corner of the world. If you were 

unable to attend the Mission in per-

son, the sessions were recorded and 

are available on our parish website.    

As Lent progresses, let us continue to 

pray for and support each other in our 

Lenten practices. Know that your 

priests pray for you each day. May 

God continue to bless us with every-

thing that we need, and more. 

The 
Pastor’s Corner 

  - Fr. Jim Murphy 

 A word from Pope Francis ~ “Agape, the love of 
each one of us for the other, from the closest to 
the furthest, is in fact the only way that Jesus has 
given us to find the way of salvation and of the 
Beatitudes.” 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Can you help "set" the Table? 
 

Grocery store gift cards or cash donations:   
cash or checks (payable to St. Isidore CCW) may be 
placed in an envelope marked “St. Joseph Table” and 
placed in the collection baskets  
or mailed to the Parish Office 
through March 27. 
 

Or donate online at:   
stisidoreparish.org/giving 
 

 

Questions?  
ccw@stisidoreparish.org  

The St. Isidore Council of Catholic Women (CCW)  
invites you, your family and friends to the 

 

60th Annual St. Joseph Table 
 

Sunday, March 19 
2:00 - 5:00 pm 

in the Ministry Center 
 

All proceeds will benefit  
Neighborhood Food Pantries and PADS.  

We hope to see you there! 

Please sign with us! 
 

                                      By Gail Harvanek, nationally certified Sign Language Interpreter  

  
If you have attended Mass at 10:00 am on a Sunday, you know that our Deaf 
parishioners, along with the Interpreter, celebrate the Mass in American Sign 
Language. You have most likely seen Father Jim greet these long-time 
parishioners by signing “Good morning” and “Welcome.” You will have seen us 
sign “I Love You” for the Sign of Peace. And you may have spotted members of 
the Choir using a bit of sign language as they raise their beautiful voices in song. 
  
As a parishioner and the Interpreter here for over 20 years, I see many of you 

watching us sign and some of you timidly trying to copy what you are seeing. A few of you quickly drop your hands if you 
think that I see you. 
  
Please don’t be shy! It is not insulting or embarrassing to want to sign with us. Instead, praise God with  
us in sign language and help our Deaf parishioners to see your welcoming presence. We are all part of 
the St. Isidore family! 
 

                                                                                           Learn how to sign, “Hello” and “Good morning” here:   
                                                                                                                        Then practice with our parishioners! 

  

Invite a friend...  
to come to Mass  

or a parish event with you  
this spring.  

Thank you to all who have supported  
St. Isidore Parish this past year. 

 
Call the Parish Office to  

request Year-End Contribution Statement. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:ccw@stisidoreparish.org
stisidoreparish.org/giving


 

Offertory Collection 
 

 

2/26/2023   
 

     Envelopes  $ 21,645 
  Loose 3,516 
         Online 13,347 
       Total  $38,508 
 

3/5/2023   
 

     Envelopes  $ 27,265 
  Loose 3,406 
         Online 15,477 
       Total  $46,148 
 
 
      Fiscal YTD Average:             $32,547 

 
 

    To make your offertory  
          donation online: 
 

           stisidoreparish.org/giving 

 
Next weekend:  Special Collection, CRS (Catholic Relief Services) 

 
As the arm of the Catholic Church that helps the poor and vulnerable overseas, 
Catholic Relief Services plays a vital role during emergencies such as the earth-
quakes that occurred last month in Turkey and Syria. CRS immediately contacted 
its partners in those countries to provide safe shelter and access to food, clean 
water and hygiene supplies for individuals and families. 
 

Your support of Catholic Relief Services funds organizations dedicated to aiding 
people affected by war and natural disasters, migrants and refugees in need of 
material and legal assistance, and people worldwide whose livelihoods are  
impacted by changing political and environmental conditions. This is life-saving 
work. Thank you for your support of our neighbors overseas with your donation  
to the humanitarian mission of CRS. 

Mark any envelope “CRS” or give online at stisidoreparish.org/giving 
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Help those who are hurting... 
 

Phone Counselors Needed 

 
If you are a Catholic who would like to provide spiritual 
and emotional support to our callers who need undivided 
attention, you can be trained to become one of our phone 
counselors and work remotely. 
 
The Upper Room Hotline is a ministry in the Catholic 
tradition where our phone counselors are acting to extend 
Jesus' care and compassion through the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit using active listening, empathy, and prayer 
when requested. 
 
Our phone counselors receive free training via private 
Zoom Meetings. Credentialed university instructors and 
clinical professionals cover various areas that specifically 
prepare them to assume responsibilities on the hotline. 
 
 

Classes begin April 18 - June 30. 
Call now to be put on our waiting list. 

 
Contact Exec. Director, Dr. Terry Smith  

www.catholichotline.org 

catholichotline@gmail.com 

(630) 988-7395 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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• Thursdays, 7:00-9:00 pm

• 8 sessions, beginning April 13

• Chapel Lower Level

Register on our website

The Chosen is back!

Join us for Season 3

Leonor Carvajal MA stisi oreparish.org
Directo of Adu r ation (63 ) 295- 3

ignite
young adult & youth ministry

Follow us on Instagram:  @igniteisidore

Recently, our youth received a lesson on finances and goal setting. 
Special guests from the parish, Fugie & Leonor, were invaluable resources.
The future is looking bright!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



K-6 Faith Formation Calendar

March

14, 15, & 18 Regular sessions

21, 22, & 25 Regular sessions

28, 29, & Apr 1 NO sessions (spring break)

4, 5, & 8 NO sessions

St. Isidore Parish www.stisidoreparish.org 7

S E A S
Corie Alimento coriealimento@saintisidoreschoo org

Principal (630) 529-9323

All Confirmation Prep 
Teens, along with 
any parishioners

Teen Mass
Next Sunday, March 19

4:30 pm 

in the main Church

The pictures below are from this year’s “Under the Sea” Gala Fundraiser. Parishioners, community members and school 
parents came together to celebrate and support our school with auctions, dinner, dancing and entertainment.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Pray for our expecting parents 

Samantha & Matt Biggio - May 1 
Suzie & Jeff Pahlke - Jun 6 
Christine & Eric Huelsman - Jul 14 
Mallory & Bernie Healy - Jul 21 
Elizabeth & Robert Majeski - Aug 27 
 

This list is updated every three months.  
Please call the Parish Office to add or remove a name. 

Pray for our sick 

Julia Alcaraz 
Bill Allen 
Shauna Angel Antosiak 
Virginia Armstrong 
John Barich 
Cristina Basa 
Vinny Ocean Bond 
Victoria Bosque 
Tim Brogan 
Gina Cappilupo 
Sydney Carr 
Vickie Donile 
Alex Fuccillo 
Rich Gibas 
Jim Leix 
Maria de la Luz Linarez 
Leonel Lopez 
Santiago Lopez 
Blasé Manzo 
Tere Manzo 
Anita L. Martin 

Michael Matusek 
Nora Jean Meyers 
Stella Grace Meyers 
Laura Miller 
Angela Muth 
Lorraine Orlow 
Joseph Phelps 
Lois Phelps 
Gale Phillip 
John Piszczek Jr. 
Bro. Charles Pratt 
Robert Reagan 
Roberto Santosdiaz Sr.  
Ann Serio 
Jim Spranger 
Sharon Stamper 
Anand Talchekar 
Elliott Thompson 
Mary Vollink 
Jim Wright 
Don Zutter 

Saturday, March 11 
8:15 am Ken Lietz† 
5:00 pm Robert Prete† 
6:30 pm Manuel Antonio Bustos Guzman†  
    & Manuela Guzman Jimenez† 
  
Sunday, March 12 
7:00 am St. Isidore Parish Family 
8:30 am Wally Gradus† / Coro Callejo† 
10:00 am Chuck Mascari† 
11:30 am Juan Antonio Luna† 
1:00 pm Adelaida Lazaro† 
   
Monday, March 13 
7:00 am Rudy Subijano† 
12:05 pm Lilia Reyes, birthday 
  
Tuesday, March 14 
7:00 am Isagani Almonte† 
12:05 pm Alphonse Cino† 
  
Wednesday, March 15 
7:00 am Raymunda Ambayec 
8:15 am Luanne Lawrence† 
12:05 pm Enrique & Cristeta Gando, for healing 
  
Thursday, March 16 
7:00 am Gabriel Bernas Jr.† 
12:05 pm Crisostomo Aquino† 
  
Friday, March 17 
7:00 am Living and deceased† members  
    of the Headley & Odoherty Families 
12:05 pm Patricia Hill† 
  
Saturday, March 18 
8:15 am Severino (Vil) Villanueva† 
5:00 pm Carol Hydel† 
6:30 pm Maria Aurora Rodriguez† 
  
Sunday, March 19 
7:00 am St. Isidore Parish Family 
8:30 am Josephine Jansky† 
10:00 am Chuck Mascari† 
11:30 am Francisco Salinas Clemente†,  
   3rd anniversary of passing 
1:00 pm Conrado Santa Ana† 
4:30 pm (Teen Mass) St. Isidore Parish Family 

Mass Intentions for this week 

Pray for our engaged couples 

Annika Lindgren and Joseph Adrian - Apr 15 
Eva Velazquez & Julio C. Bustos - Apr 15 
Maria Hernandez-Miranda & 
                         Rene Xochitecatl-Cuateco - May 20 
Juana Delgado & James A. Christensen - May 27 
Emma J. Biddle & Mark Anthony Cerbin - Jun 3 
Amanda A. Schierer & Austin C. Peyton - Jun 3 
Michaella Wright & Timothy Dow - Jun 17 
Rocio Flores & Adrian Navarrete - Jul 22 
Margarita Morelos & Jesus Serna - Jul 29 
Heidy Lynn Appleton & Matthew P. Cerbin - Aug 5 

 

Pray for the repose of the souls of 
 

Gijo George Chirayil, Dominador Cudiamat,  
Eleazar Navarro, and Leonor Rodriguez 

 

May they rest in peace. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Active Senior Expo 
 

All parish seniors are invited to attend the Active Senior Expo at no charge (reg. admission is 
$2). It will be held on Wednesday, March 15 at Lorena’s Banquets, 543 W Lake St. in Addison. 
 

The Active Senior Expo features hundreds of products and services for seniors, free seminars, 
free health screenings, free musical entertainment and free door prizes. Show hours are  
9:30 am to 2:00 pm and parking is free. 
 

Simply present this bulletin page (or a picture/photocopy) at the door and you and all members 
of your party will be admitted free of charge. 
 

Questions?  activeseniorexpo@hotmail.com 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:activeseniorexpo@hotmail.com
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Cuaresma 2023 

     Preparando            Creciendo 
nuestros corazones.                              en Cristo. 

      Oración  ~  Ayuno  ~  Limosna 

OPPORTUNIDADES EN CUARESMA 
 

VÍA CRUCIS 
 

Los viernes en Cuaresma 
• 7:00 pm en la Capilla 

 
RECONCILIATION 
 

Los viernes en Cuaresma  
• 7:30-8:30am y 12:30-1:30pm 
 

Los sábados  
• 8:45-10:00am    
 

Martes 4/4 
• 7:30-8:30 am, 12:30-1:30 pm, 6:00-7:00 pm 
 

Miércoles 4/5 
• 7:30-8:30 am, 12:30-1:30 pm 

 

ADORACIÓN 
 

Todos los días de 8:00 am - 9:00 pm en 
    nuestra Capilla de la Adoración al Santísimo 
 
Contacte a la Oficina Parroquial para acceso  
    durante la noche 

 

ABASTECIENDO  
EL DISPENSARIO  
DE ALIMENTOS 

 

Vamos a dar limosna trayendo estos  
artículos difíciles de encontrar en las cestas  

del Nártex cada fin de semana. 

Necesitamos 
 

Atún y salmón 
en lata 

11-12 de marzo 
 

Frijoles  
en lata  

18-19 de marzo 
Jabon, y detergente 

para ropa y lavavajillas 
en tamaño pequeño 

25-26 de marzo 
 

Toallas y  
pañuelos de papel  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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www.stisidoreparish.org/giving

Su ofertorio
a San Isidro

Ministerio 
Manos que Ayudan

¿Ha vista esta caja de madera en el Nártex?

A dentro, ponga donaciones de cualquier monto cuando 
pueda. El equipo de Manos que Ayudan las compartirá con 

los vecinos que están sufriendo dificultades financieras.
Todos en Preparación 

a la Confirmación, 
y toda la comunidad

Misa de Adolescentes 

El próximo domingo, 19 de marzo
4:30 pm 

en la Iglesia Principal

¿Puede orar por otros?  Considere participar en nuestro Ministerio Ángeles Guerreros. 

1. Para registrarse, mande un correo electrónico a: PrayForMe@stisidoreparish.org.
2. Recibirá un correo electrónico cuando una persona en la parroquia necesite oraciones. 

3. Ore.

¿Necesita oraciones?  Considere que otros en la parroquia oren por usted.  

1. Mande su intención por correo electrónico a: PrayForMe@stisidoreparish.org.          

Incluya los detalles que desea o mantenga su intención anónima.  

2. Recibirá oración de otros.

Ministerio Ángeles Guerreros

PrayForMe@stisidoreparish.or

Par ro qu ia 
San Is i dr o

C HISP N
Leonor Carvajal, MA lcarvajal@stisidoreparish.org
Hispanic Pastoral Associate (630) 295-8351

Gracias a todos los que contribuyen 
a San Isidro con su diezmo.

Si necesita una carta de las donaciones que 
usted contribuyó durante el año 2022, 

llame a la oficina parroquial para solicitarla 
a (630) 529-3045.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Par ro qu ia 
San Is i dr o

C AD H ANA
Leonor Carvajal, MA lcarvajal@stisidoreparish.org
Hispanic Pastoral Associate (630) 295-835

Gracias a todos los que ya se han comprometido con su 

donación a la Campaña Anual para los Ministerios 

Católicos 2023. Recuerde, cada contribución, grande o 

pequeña, nos ayudará a alcanzar nuestra meta de la 

CAMC y asegurar que todos en nuestra diócesis sepan 

que Pertenecemos a Dios.

El próximo fin de semana:  Colecta Especial, CRS (Servicios de Emergencia y Ayuda Católica)

Como el brazo de la Iglesia Católica que ayuda a los pobres y vulnerables en el ex-
tranjero, CRS (Servicios de Emergencia y Ayuda Católica) juega un papel vital du-
rante emergencias como los terremotos que azotaron Turquía y Siria el mes pasa-
do. CRS se comunicó con sus socios en esos países para brindar a las personas y 
familias un refugio seguro y acceso a alimentos, agua limpia y artículos de higiene.

Su apoyo financia organizaciones dedicadas a ayudar a las personas afectadas por 
guerras y desastres naturales, migrantes y refugiados que necesitan asistencia ma-
terial y legal, y personas de todo el mundo cuyos medios de subsistencia se ven 
afectados por condiciones políticas y ambientales. Estos son esfuerzos que salvan 
vidas. Gracias por apoyar a nuestros vecinos en el extranjero con su donación a la 
misión humanitaria de CRS.

Marque su sobre “CRS” o dé en línea a stisidoreparish.org/givin

• Los miércoles, 7:15-9:15 pm

• 8 sesiones, empieza el 12 de abril

• En el Sótano de la Capilla

Regístrese en nuestro sitio web

!Los Escogidos ha regresado!

Únete a nosotros para 
La Tercera Parte

https://jolietdioceseappeal.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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My Dear Family of St. Isidore,

We are assembled here in the church 

to share in the water of eternal life 

and salvation. The Holy Spirit of God, 

the word of God, and the sacraments 

of God in the Church are the primary 

sources for the living water of divine 

grace. Washed in it at baptism, re-

newed by its abundance at each Eu-

charist, invited to it in every proclama-

tion of the Word, and daily empow-

ered by the Spirit, we are challenged 

by today’s Gospel to remain thirsty for 

the living water which only God can 

give.

In the Gospel, an unclean Samaritan 

woman is given an opportunity to re-

ceive living water. Today's Gospel tells 

us how Jesus awakened in the woman 

at the well a thirst for the wholeness 

and integrity which she had lost, and 

which He had come to satisfy. The 

water that Jesus promises is closely 

linked to conversion and the for-

giveness of sin. Here is a woman who 

comes to faith and becomes a mis-

sionary who brings others to Jesus. 

Jesus always has a way of coming into 

our personal lives. Step by step, Jesus 

was leading her in her faith journey. 

So, Christ meets us where we are. At 

any time, any place, in any circum-

stance, the encounter can take place. 

For Christ says to us what He said to 

that lost woman, “If you only knew 

the gift God wants to give you.”

However, this encounter rarely hap-

pens in a dramatic way. More often it 

comes as the result of a slow growth 

in intimacy with Christ, until the time 

comes when (again, like the woman) 

we are an open book to Him. Then we 

will not be afraid to let Him see how 

poor we really are spiritually, and how 

thirsty we are for lasting happiness 

and love. If Jesus asks something from 

each of us in this Lenten season, it is 

only because He has something better 

to give us in return.

It is very difficult to admit one’s spir-

itual poverty, weakness, and sins. 

Hence, we are unable to receive the 

“Gift of God” that Jesus wishes to give 

us. When we climb the ladder of suc-

cess, we cannot remove God and 

neighbor from our list. Without these 

two forces in our life, we cannot travel 

far.

So, this incident in Lent invites us to 

rediscover in Jesus our lifelong desire, 

search, and fulfillment of all the prom-

ises of God. Let us ask ourselves, “Am I 

ready to offer God generously what 

God wants me to offer in this Lenten 

season?”

Fr. Dandu’s Homily
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