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The Bishop Joseph Siegel Scholarship Program 
 
Thank you for your inquiry regarding the Bishop Joseph Siegel Scholarship Program.   
The program is a living memorial to Bishop Siegel (then Father Joseph Siegel), who was 
a parochial vicar at St. Isidore Parish from 1988 to 1994.  During that time Bishop was 
the Chaplain for the parish Knights of Columbus Council.  He provided valuable insight 
and spiritual guidance to the men of this Council # 8522, as well as to the entire parish.  
He is currently the Bishop of the Diocese of Evansville Indiana.   
 
The application for the one-time award of $1,500.00 is divided into two parts: 
 

1. Personal Data form 
Please complete the personal data form completely and accurately. 
 

2. Essay 
The requirements for the essay are as follows:  
 

Topic: Pope Leo XIV has said: “The Church must walk with all people, especially the 
most vulnerable, ensuring their dignity is upheld from the womb to the end of life, 
as this is the heart of Christ’s mission.” 

 
State in 2 -3 double spaced pages:  
 
What does it mean to be Pro-Life?  How can we assist in protecting this 
precious gift of life, from conception to natural death?  
 

• The essay must be typed and double-spaced.  
• Do not title the essay.  
• Do not indicate your name on the essay.   
• Do not staple.  Paper clip essay and data form together. 
• The judges will evaluate the essay as to content and form.  
• Return both parts to: 

 
Ken Voelker  

          Knights of Columbus Council #8522 
                        327 W Hampshire Dr 
                        Bloomingdale, IL 60108 
 
                        OR:  Drop off at the Parish Office. 
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Time Table 
- The last date for requesting an application is Wednesday October 15, 2025. 
- The entry must be returned by Wednesday, November 5, 2025 at 6:00 pm. 
- The Trustees of the program will advise you of the status of your application 

by Thursday November 20, 2025. The award of $1,500 will be presented to 
the winner during our Christmas Dinner Party on Sunday afternoon,  
December 7, 2025.  

- You must be available with your parent(s)/guardian(s) to attend the 
presentation.   

 
In submitting your application entry, you agree to the following conditions:  
 

1. That this entry is for a one-time award of $1,500, which will be used for 
expenses incurred at your college, university, or trade school, and will be 
payable to the school. 

2. That if you do not complete your forthcoming year of college or trade school 
after receiving the award, you will be obligated to return the $1,500 to the 
Knights of Columbus Council #8552, St. Isidore Parish. 

3. Good luck and enjoy the competition! 
 
 
Should you have any questions about the application, the essay, the dates, or other details, 
please contact me at:  630-697-6217 (cell) or email kenvoelker777@aol.com.   
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
Ken Voelker 
K of C  -  Father John Guiney Council #8522 
327 W. Hampshire Dr. 
Bloomingdale, IL 60108 
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